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F any thing could have afforded confolation 
I to France, for their recent lofs of Marthal ‘724 
Saxe, it would have been the long-wifhed-for birth of 
the Duke of Burgundy; but nature brings forth thou- 
fands of Princes telere it produces one hero. Never- 
thelefs, this event occafioned all that joy and tranfport 
to which the French, ever zealous for the propagation 
of thejr mafters, give themfelves up with fo much 
warmth of affection. There were feftivals and rejoicings 
throughout the kingdom. The moft augutt perfons, or 
at leaft the Miniftry, were feized with a philofophic Pr 
rit, .A, new plan was adopted, and, in order to render 
an expence—which till that time had been as frivelous as 
the vain and idle pageantry which had been the object 
of it— advantageous both to the State and to individuals, 
the Provoit of Merchants, and the Sheriffs of the city 
of Paris, were ordered to employ the money deftined for 
thofe pu of feftivity, to give portions to indigent 
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young women. His Majefty, on his part, gave up to 
his people four millions * on the taxes; this was a fal- 
lacious benefaétion, inafmuch as.this deficiency in the 
Exchequer, not being compenfated by any felf-denial of 
the King’s, by any retrenchment in his houfehold or 
perfonal expences, or in his profufions towards his 
Courtiers, muft neceffarily, fooner or later, be fupplied 
by an increafe of taxes. 

However this may be, the chamber of the city, in 
confequence of his Majefty’s orders, married off fix hun- 
dred young women. Thefe weddings were celebrated 
with great pomp and folemnity in the different parifhes 
of Paris. he example was followed in feveral pro- 
vinces, by fome bodies and communities, and by indivi- 
duals who were defirous of fignalizing their zeal. The 
Marchionefs of Pompadour gave dowries, and married 
off all the young women who were marriageable, upon 
her eftates. M.de Montmartel, King’s Treafurer, did 
the fame, as did likewife many of the firft Nobility, and 
other wealthy people, in humble imitation of their maf- 
ter. Admitting, therefore, that this ftroke of policy 
and humanity in the Government brought on two thou- 
fand weddings in the kingdom, fourteen years after this, 
in 1765, an author t calculated that they might have 
added to the population from fifteen to fixteen thou- 
fand fouls. 

Soon after the birth of the young Prince, there wasa . 
great alarm raifed on his account. Among the women 
of fecondary rank, who were placed about him, there 
was a Madame Sauvé, who had formerly dealt in fifh, 
but, had fince become miftrefs to the count d’Argenfon. 
This woman was ainbitious, of an intriguing fpirit, de- 
firous, at any rate, of immerging from ably. and 
confequently not over nice in the means fhe employed 
to fucceed in it. One day fhe ran in a fright to the 
Dutchefs of Tallard, Governefs to the Prince, declaring, 
that among the number of people, admitted to fee the 
Duke of Burgundy, the obferved one throwing fome- 
thing in his cradke. The King was made acquainted 

with 


* Upwards of one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds, 
The author of the Hiforical Fournal of the reign of Lewis XV. 
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with this fact, and the whole Court fhuddered at the in- 
formation. <A parcel was found filled with fome pow- 
ders, which, upon being analyzed, were found to con- 
tain nothing but cinders. Some trick was fufpected ; 
the informer was interrogated, and was forced to own, 
that the great defire fhe had of making herfelf more con- 
fpicuous, and more regarded, had prompted her to that 
impofture, ‘The Miunifter who protected her, was 
obliged to give her up: he himfelf iffued the letter de 
Cachet, to fend her to the Baftile, where fhe remained for 
feveral years, in clofe confinement. 

The Court was fcarcely recovered from the panic, 
which this event had produced, when they were plung- 
ed into a more real occafion of grief,’ by the lofs of Ma- 
dame Henriette, who dicd at the age of twenty-four, 
beloved, efteemed, and regretted by all thofe who had 
the honour to approach her. ‘The King efpecially, 
Whom fhe refembled more than any other of her fifters, 
was exceflively affected. Madame de Pompadour re- 
doubled her zeal to divert his Majefty. That charm- 
ing houfe, her auguft lover had built for her upon the 
borders of the Seine—and of whith the name of Bedl/e- 
vue, given to it, already befpoke its enchanting fituati- 
on—was the {9g fhe fixed upon, as the propereft to dif- 
fipate his grief, by its novelty, its air, and the voluptu- 
ous tafte in which it was laid out, which furpaffed eve- 
ry thing of the kind. Here fhe caufed thofe little pieces 
to be reprefentéd, in which fhe performed herfelf. Ve- 
nus and Adonis were acted, The morarch was defcribed 
under the name of the tendereft of mortals, and his mif- 
trefs under that of the Queen of Beauty. Afterwards 
the Impromptu dela Cour de Marbre, was played; an al- 
legorical piece, upon the birth of a fucceffor to the 
throne. Her intention was to pay her court to the 
Dauphin, and to all the Royal Family ; this had no 
better fuccefs, than the entertainment fhe had given 
upon the recovery of the father. 

The Dauphin was feized with the f{mall- 
pox, at an age, and ma feafon of the year, “E- 
when this diforder, which is at all times 175? 
very dangerous, is moft likely to become fatal. It 
foon manifefled itfelf y the moft alarming fymp- 
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toms. His auguft partner, knowing how much the 
Prince dreaded this diforder, in order to conceal the 
nature of his illnefs from him, caufed a French Gazette 
to be compofed on purpofe, where, in the account that 
was given of his coinplaint, fuch as he felt it, the name 
and the nature of it was difguifed. She did not confine 
her cares to this delicate attention ; fhe never quitted 
his bed-fide during the day-time, and did not leave the 
room till very far in the night. She rendered him the 
moft difgufting fervices, to fuch a degree, that Doétor 
Pouffe, a famous Phyfician, but rough, and not ac- 
quainted with the Court, miftook her for a perfon that 
was hired to attend the Dauphin. There is, faid he, 
pointing her out to fomebody, an invaluable nurfe, 
What is ber name? Upon being anfwered that it was 
the Dauphinefs, in expreffing his regret at not havin 
paid all the refpeét to her that the deferved ; ‘* Well,” 
added he, “ let our precious Ladies of Paris refufe now 
** to nurfe their fick hufbands, I will talk to them plain- 
“¢ er than I ever did; I will fend them to this fchool.” 
When it was reprefepted ‘o this Piincefs, that fhe ex- 
pofed herfelf too mhich: What does it fignify if I die, 
exclaimed fhe, provided he lives; France witl never 
awant a Daupbinefs. The Dauphin,@uring his con- 
valefcence, being {till more fenfible of the obligations 
he owed to his virtuous confort, endeavoured to erafe 
from his memory the image of his firft wife, which ftill 
exifted in his heart. He had carried his weaknefs to 
fuch a degree, as to infift upon it, that the prefent Dau- 
phinefs fhould wear bracelets with the miniature-por- 
trait of the deceafed: he now got rid of all the objets 
which revived in him an idea, too much regretteca= 
fhewed more and more attention to the prefent Princefs 
-—-and gratitude fupplied the place of love. 

The King not being able to avoid infringing, for this 
time, a law which he had impofed upon himfelf, of not 
fhewing himfelf any more to the Parifians, came with 
the Queen, the Dauphin, and all the Royal Fanaily, to 
Notre Dame, in order to return folemn thanks to God 
for the re-eftablifhment of the health of the heir appa- 
rent to the Crown, and they aflifted at the Je Deum 
that was fung there. | 

During 
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During the time of th®Dauphin’s illnefs, 
and convalefcence, the Marquis of Paulmy vi- 
fited al] the places belonging to the fouthern 154: 
provinces of France, as well as the troops, in quality 
of Affiftant Minifter for the war department. He con- 
tinued that important operation, begun in Flanders by 
his uncle, at the peace ; the bufinefs was, to order fuch 
repairs and improvements in the frontier towns as they 
were capable of admitting. The other Minifters were 
inftizated by a laudable emulation ; for the Miniter of 
the marine department was gone to examine into the 
fituation of Dieppe, and other ports in the Channel, 
M. de Paulmy, at his return, gave an account to the. 
King, that the people, in all the parts he had paffed. 
through, had expreffed the moft lively intereft in the 
double event that had taken place, by their grief and 
joy ; but that he had been efpecially edified by the con-- 
duct of the Proteftants of thofe parts, who, ata time 
when they were calumniated, and accufed of having 
had, during the war, an intention of revolt, and that 
they were ftill fuppofed to be difaffetted, were affein- 
bled in their churches, imploring Heaven for the preicr- 
vation of the Dauphin. 

This Prince was at that time little refpeéted in the 
nation. xine: his infancy, his wit was the general: 
topic of converfation. But, at the clofe of his educa- 
tion, and efpecially after his fecond marriage, he did 
not feem to have any. He was efteemed for his con- 
cuct and morals, but he was looked upon asa bi,ot, 
who fpent the greateft part of the day in finging pfalms 
in the choir——who was fcardalized at feeing a neck 
uncovered*——and who, like Moliere’s Tartuffe, thought 
it neceffary that a decent handkerchief fhould veil fuc 1 
a fcandalous fight. A thoufand trifling and childifh 
ftrokes were reported of him. However, during his ill- 
nefs, the Frenck—who are merely led by that blind 
attachment which charafterizes them, for the blood of 
their mafters, let them be what they may—faw only 
the hopes of the kingdom in the Dauphin, and expreffed 

the. 
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the moft lively tranfports®f joy upon his recovery, 
Among the Princes, the Duke of Orleans, in whom the 
death of the Dauphin might have raifed the greateft 
expectations, had the policy to fignalize his joy at his 
recovery, by the moft fuperb entertainments ; and the 
favourite, who knew how much he hated and detelted 
her in his heart, affected to fhew her zeal by a new alle- 
gorical entertainment on account of this fortunate event: 
She communicated the piece to the King, before it was 
performed, as an effort of her genius. The {cene, 
which was likewife at the caftle of Belle-vue, repre- 
fented feveral caverns, furrounded by a piece of water, 
in the middle of which was an ilununated dolphin ©; 
au number of monfters, {pouting fire and flames, were 
advancing to attack it; but Apollo. came down upon a 
cloud from heaven, all the Deities of which took a 
part in the fpeGtacle, and ftruck thefe monfters with 
thunderbolts, after which they were totally deftroyed 
by artificial fire-works. ‘To this decoration fucceeded, 
ina moment, the palace of the Sun, refplendent with 
light, where the dolphin appeared again in its former 
luttre. ‘The Monarch was too much infatuated with 
his miftrefs, not to applaud her ; and the infipid Cour- 
.tiers, who were admitted to this entertainment, thought 
it delightful ; but when they returned to Paris, they 
owned that no idea could be more trivial, more flat, or 
more ridiculous. 3 ; 
The moft fingular circumftance is, that neither the 
hero, who was the object of the feftival, nor even any 
of the Royal Family, were prefent. There was an 
eftablifhed rupture between them and the Marchionefs, 
However, if the entertainment had been ever fo good, 
it would have had no effet towards a reconciliation 
with the Dauphin. This Prince, a little before he. was 
taken ill with the {mall-pox, had received a mortifica- 
tion which he had not forgotten. M. Silvefter, his 
‘Drawing Mafter, had folicited the place of Keeper of 
the drawings of the King’s cabinet, vacant by the death 


of Coypel; and M. Cochin the fon, favourite of the 
Marquis 


* Daupbin, in French, means beth the Dauphia, and the: fith 
which we call a dolphin, 
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Marquis de Vandieres, being preferred, Silvefter, with 
all the acrimony of difappointed vanity-—which is ftitl 
more irritable in artifts, if poffible, than in authors 
wrote him upon this fubje€&t a very indecent letter, re- 
proaching him with his choice. ‘The Marquis carried 
the letter to his fifter, who fhewed it to the King ; and 
his Majefty fent M. Silvefter to Fort fEwegue. Tt re 
quired all the intereft of his auguft fcholar, to get him 
out of this {crape. 

Lewis XV. made amends to the Marchionefs of Pom- . 
padour fort the contempt fhe received from his fon, by 
conferring new favours upon her. In order to fhew her 
how much he was fatisfied with her entertain- 8 08 
ment, he had granted her the Tabourer, and the : ‘ 
honours attached to the rank of a Dutchefs, °75?+ 
It may be eafily imagined how much the Dauphin 
was provoked at it; he, who the firft time this beauty 
had been prefented to him, in faluting her according to 
the ceremonial, had, by an affronting action *, expref- 
five of his difguft—though fhe could not perceive it, 
but which had been remarked by all the fpedtators--+ 
ftrongly fhewn how much this ceremony was difpleafinp 
to him. ‘This had occafioned his being banifhed for 
fome time from the King’s prefence. . 

The Princes of the blood were more traétable, that 
is to fay, more fervile. They obtained favours through 
her means; they did not fit down in her prefence. 
The Prince of Conti alone, never would proftrate 
himfelf at the feet of the idol; he had even treated 
her with haughtinefs, or rather bad taught her what 
was due from hertohim. ‘One day, when fhe fufered 
him to remain in the pofture of a fuppliant, he fat 
down upon her bed, and faid, Madame, voila wn cox- 
cher excellent t+. It may eafily'be imagined, h w much 
the was affronted at the fpeech, and the action, and 
how difpleafing it was to his Majefty. He did not love 
the Prince before, but from this time, when he had. 
given fo good a leffon to his miftrefs, the King de- 


* It is faid that the Dauphin lolled out his tongue when he fa- 
luted her. 
t This is an exceeding goed bed, Madam, 
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was determined to live in peace, and not give any 
caufe of difcontent. 

Madame de Pompadour was of the fame mind upon 
this occafion; fhe was fond of one party, and wifhed 
to keep well with the other. She was flattered with 
the idea of having been in fome fort a mediatrix be- 
tween thefe great ‘perfons, and her vanity was increafed 
by it. 

Y since fhe had obtained the rank of Dutchefs, fhe had 
given herfelf a greater fcope, and in order to be con- 
veniently lodged, had fet apart about 600,000 livres ® 
for the purchafe of the hotel d’Evreux. A Knight of 
the Order of Saint Lewis was her Gentleman Uther ; 
a young lady of family was her firft Gentlewoman of 
the bedchamber ; her Steward was a proétor of the 
Chatelet, named Colin, for whom likewife fhe obtain- 
ed the honour of the Crofs, on account of his belorg- 
ing to an office in that order. 

Her vanity, defirous that her brother fhould keep 
pace in fome proportion with the dignities with which 
fhe was loaded by the King, would have Jed her 
from that te to with that he might be advanced to 
the blue riband. The Monarch, who could refufe 
her nothing, was very much inclined to it; buta No- 
bleman of his Court, whom he confulted, having only 
anfwered by a jeft, faying /e potffon n’etoit pagaffez 
gros pour étre mis an bleu t, beens V. who had a good 
underftanding, comprehended the re meaning of 
this raillery, and gave the matter up, fome years 
after, when the Marquis de Vandi aving received 
his fecond metamorphofs, and+ me Marquis de 
Marigny, the place of Secretagf¥f the order was gi- 
ven to him; an office whigff‘requires no proofs of 
Nobility. To pave the ‘ for this dignity, in the 
letters patent creating thig~Marquifate in his favour, 
the King had declared that this new Nobleman fhould 
enjoy all the honours belonging to the high Nobility, 

; and 









* bt has me fand pounds. 

} The fp is not big enough. mie dreffidwith blue fauce; alluding 
tothe Marquis de Vandiere’ oo. which Jt Poiff on, and 
toa manaerio which the Figneh fometimes drefs large fith, 
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‘and to people of quality, and he was prefented at 
Court under the laft title. 

But the objeét on whom the favourite concentrated 
all her attachments, was an only daughter, called 
Mademoifelle or Madame Alexandrine, and put by that 
title upon a par with young ladies of the highett 
birth, and even with the daughters of Sovereigns. 
She was very beautiful, having all the graces of her 
mother: fhe was brought up at the Convent of Af 
fumption, with the train of a Princefs, and was now - 
entering upon a proper age for marriage. Madame 
de Pompadour, for this purpofe; thought of the Duke 
de Fyonfac,. fon to Marfhal Richelieu ; fhe expected fo 
much the lefs oppofition in her proje&t, as the father 
paid the moft affiduous court to her, was loaded with 
the King’s favours, and had always fhewn the moft 
abject fabmiffion to the inclinatiotis, caprices, and fan- 
cies of his matter. 

He had lately in fome meafure contefted in fervility 
to the Marchionefs, with the Duke de la Valiere, on 
occafion of the little theatrical reprefentations at her 
houfe. The latter of thefe Noblemen prefided there, 

ually as a man of letters,- a favourite of the 
King, and the very humble fervant of his miftrets. 
The Duke de Richelieu, in quality of Firft Gentle- 
man of the Bedchamber, claimed that honour, which 
other people would have. deemed unworthy of them,, 
and obtained the preference. The Vignerots, indeed, 
were not of Wh extraction ancient-enough, nor. fuffici-~ 
ently ackno , to be verynice. The Marchio- 
nefs was not ignorWht of a fpeech that had been made 
to this Nobleman, n hws fucceeding the Duke de 
Rochechouart, by a Wigyrical Coustier: J give you joy, 
Monfiewr le Duc, you Wye at laf become a Gentleman. 
Thefe words, uader theappearance of complimenting 
him on his new promotion, were a bitter refleioa upon 
his birth. The Duke de.Rieheliew, not being mean 
énough to be flattered by this propofal, but too nfich 
attached to Coort-favours, to.give them up by an ab- 
folute refufal, contrived a dexterous menner of eludi 
it: by anfwering that hess much flattered with. Ma- 
dame de Pompadour’s thiwice, and received it with 

gratitude ; 
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gratitude ; but that, his fon having the honour to be- 
Jong to the Prine:s of the Houfe of Lorraine on his 
mother’s fide, he could not difpofe of him without 
their confent, which he would earneftly folicit, if the 
perfifted in. her refelution. Madame de Pompadour 
was fenfible of the finefle of this fpeech; fhe was 
afraid of the ridicule which would be caft upon her, 
if her pretenfions were made public, and of the fhame 
fhe fhould be expofed to by arefufal.. She chofe ra- 
ther to diffemble, to temporize, and to hegotiate. 
This was perfe€tly confiftent with the Marfhal’s 
wifhes, who hoped that time might procure him fome 
method of relieving him from his mbatratenents He 
was fortunate enough to extricate himfelf by the fureft 
way. Mademoifelle Alexandrine died foon after. Her 
mother was deeply affli€ted; and the marriages of 
Mefdemoifelles de Bafchy, and de Guitry, her relaty 
ons, which were to have beencelebrated with a great? 
deat of eclat at. Belle-vue, were fufpended on this ac- 
count, and concluded without any ceremony.- An 
epitaph was made upon the young lady, beginning in 
this remarkable mannet : 

Here lies Fane Alexandrina, daughter to Meffire Fo- 
Seph le Normant, and Fane Poiffon, Marchione/s of Pom- 
padour, Lady of Crefly, &8c. We. 

Some months afterwards, the body of this precious 
child was transferred, with great pomp, from the Af- 
fumption convent to one of the chapels which belong- 
ed to Meffrs, de Créqui, at the convent of the Capu- 
chines, which her mother had bought’ for the burial- 
place of the family, and where fhe:mtended to erect a 
fuperb maufoleum to her daughter. - 

Another death, which happemed a little while after 
this, and which ought, accord B to the feelings of ‘ha- 
ture, to have increafed the grief of Madame de Pom- 
padour, was, on the contrary, an alleviation to it, by 
freeing her from a.moft infupportable burthen. She . 
loft'M. Poiffon, her father. “This man, who had nei- 
‘ther education, morals, decency, nor refpect: for any 
body, wasa torment to her, and a perpetual fource of 
humiliations. She did not pare to bring him sire 

is | er 
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her perfon, becaufe he was not fit to be prefented any 
where, and that it was impoffible to improve him ; 
nor did fhe dare to fend him from her, not only be- 
caufe fhe felt a relu€tance to confine the author of her 
being, but alfo becaufe he had a great deal of spirit : 
a meer letter de cachet would not have kept him within 
bounds ; and, by making a greater eclat, fhe ran the 
rifque of difclofing more publicly the meannefs of her 
extraction. His Begahter had therefore refolved to 
take no notice of the opprobrium he caft upon her, 
and to become infenfible to his behaviour and his 
rudenefs. She was afraid of refufing any favours to 
him, and carefled hin. as much as it was in her 
‘power. As foon as he. appeared, he had free ad- 
miffion. One day, a new valet-de-chambre, who did 
not know him, not being much prejudiced in his fa- 
vour, from his mean appearance, and his grotefque 
-drefs, making a difficulty to introduce him: You raf- 
cal, he bawled out to him, don’t you know I am father 
to the King’s wh---e. He treated his fon with equal 
rudene{fs, whom he looked upon as a blackguard—a. 
oor creature, of whom he ufed to fay, thatbe fbould 

ave a great deal of trouble to muke any thing of him. 

One day, being at table with a number of Financiers, 
after a fplendid dinner, his head being heated with 
wine, he burft outa laughing like a mad man. “Do 
“ you know, Gentlemen,” faid he, afterwards, “ what 
“ makes me laugh ? It is at feeing us all here, with the 
“ pomp and magnificence that furroynds us. If a ftran- 
“ ver were-to come,in, he would take us all for fo 
“many Princes. And you, M. de Montiartel, are 
“ the fon of an ale-houfe keeper you, M. de Sava- 
“* Jette, fon of a vinegar-merchant ;—you, Bouret, fon 
“ofa footman. As for myfelf, who does not know 
“me?” By abufing himfelf in this manner, he thought 
he was intitled to fay more difagreeable things to the 
reft of the guefts ; and when he had taken a review 
of them all, it was found not only that none of them 
were even of a mercantile family, bat that feveral of 
them had made their fortunes by the moft unlawful 
and infamous meaas, | 
Some 
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’ Some Courtiers have pretended, that the circum- 
ftances which rendered the lofs of her daughter ftill 
more bitter to the Marchionefs of ee tacrde was the 
finding herfelf deprived of the hopes fhe had conceiv- 
ed, ofther fucceeding her in the King’s affetions. She 
knew that his Majefty was not ftartled at the idea of 
inceft, and that it feemed rather an additional incite- 
ment to him. A difagreeable and difgufting infirmity, 
which fhe laboured under, having obliged her lover to 
feparate from her, it would have been but a trifling 
fhock to her ambition, if fhe could thus, in fome mea- 
fure, have furvived herfelf at Court. Fortunately, this 
affiftan¢e was not. neceflary for her: fhe had acquired 
fo complete an afcendancy over Lewis XV. that he ftill 
continued to be her flave. It is true, that her fituation 
required not only a perpetual watchfulnefs, but alfo a def- 
picable fubjection. She was obliged to keep away con- 
tinually from the King’s petits foupers all the women of 
quality whom he feemed to admire too much: fhe 
caufed them fometimes to be punifhed by banifhment,. 
for. the crime of being too defirous of pleafing. Be- 
ing become {uperintendent of the King’s pleafures, fhe 
was obliged continually to recruit, from all parts of the 
Kingdom, new and unknown beauties, calculated to 
renew the feraglio, which fhe governed at plea- 
1753: fure, Such was the origin of the Parc-ay- 
Cerf, the gulph of innocence and ingenuoufnefs, where 
roultitudes oft viétims were fwallowed up; who, reftored » 
afterwards to fociety, brought into it corruption, a tafte 
for debauchery, and all the vices with which they nece{- 
farily became infeted, in their intercourfe with the in- 
famous agents of a place. 

Independent of the injury which this abommable in- 
ftitution did to manners, it is dreadful to calculate the 
immenfe fums which it coft the State. In fa@, who. 
could fum up the expences of that feries of agents 
of a]] kinds, both principal and fubordinate, exerting 
themfelves to difcover the objects of their refearches--- 
bi go and fetch them from the extremities of the king- 

om—to bring them to the place of their deftination-— 
to get them cleaned---to drefs---to petfume them---and, 
in a word, to fupply them with all the means of feduc- 
sionthat art could imagine. Add to this, the fums 
given 
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given to thofe, who, not pee the happinefs to rouze 
the languid fenfations of the Sultan, were not the lefs 
to be indemnified: for their fervices, for their difcretion, 
and elpecially for his contempt ;—-the reward due to 
thofe more fortunate nymphs, who gratified the. tem- 
porary defires of the Monarch ;---in a word, the facred 
engagements entered into with other Sultana’s who fhew- 
ed figns of fertility ;---and we may judge that there’ 
was not any, one with another, who had not been a 
charge of a million*, at leaft, to the public treafury. 
Let us only reckon that two ina week paffed through 
this fink of infamy, that is to fay, a thoufand in ten 
years, and we fhall have a capital of a thoufand. mil- 
lions +. We do not comprehend in this fum total the. 
fupport ef the children proceeding from this clahdeftine 
intercourfe ; neither were all thefe expences, in any 
particular deduéted from thofe of the favourite, We 
may therefore confider the Parc-au-Cerf as one of the 
rincipal fources of the wafte of the hnances. Thus 
itis that the fums, called acguits du comptant 1, began 
to be more exorbitant from year to yeat; fo much, 
that the Parliament of Paris, in their remonftrances, 
reproached the King, that thefe acquits,, which, under 
Lewis X1V. had never exceeded ten millions §, were 
at that time above a hundred millions |. | 
The Marchionefs---for fo fhe was called by preference 
at Court---not being able any more to intoxicate her 
lover by her charms, was yg ae to increafe her aflidui- 
ty to.captivate his mind,.to fubdue him, .and to make 
herfelf to ufeful, that he could not be without -her. 
Adulation, which fo infallibly prewadls: with all man- 
kind, was one of the principal mij 





' kth Thee’ ufed for this: 
purpofe.. 


® Between forty-one and forty-two thoufend.pounds. 

+ Wpwards of forty-one millions fterling. ae 

Y By. acguita du comptant, we are to underftand, fume delivered: 
into thé reyal treafury, upon, the. fignature of the King, 
without any, saab cing made of the objeG& of their deftina- 
tion. ' The keeper'of the public treafury has co néed of any other 
vouetier to the chamber of ‘steountts, te Rave thefe expences af-' 
lowed him. 

‘§ Upwards of four hundred thoufand pounds, 

{| Upwards of four millions fterling. ‘ 
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purpofe. ' This adulation did not only-confift in the art 
employed by the moft ftupid Courtier, of putting the 
Monarch in good-humour with himfelf—of praifing him. 
upon his moral and philofophical qualities—his se 
~~his arrangements —his converfations;. nor even-in the 
more fefined way of fiudying what would. gratify him ; 
but in the affiduous and painful attention to remove from. 
Lewis XV. the cares, the folicitudes; and the anxieties 
of government—=to make him enjoy, upon the throne,,. 
that idle and retired life, which was the objeét of his. 
wifhes. What a tormenting life was this; and how: 
dearly did fhe buy her apparent grandeur! But ambiti- 
ous people have enjoyments, the fweets of which are 
unknown to the philofopher. Such was that expe-. 
rienced by Madame de Pompadour, on receiving. a letter: 
from the Dutchefs of Chatillon, whe begged of her to. 
make the King acquainted with the regret her hufband: 
felt, at having been fo unhappy as to difpleafe his Ma-. 
jefty, and of dying in difgrace. To fee at her feet the. 
governor of the heir apparent to the throne, depending: 
more ‘upon her credit, than upon that of his auguft- 
pupil, was:a delightful trrumph, which the obtained). 
not only. ever this. creature of :the Dauphin, but even: 
ever the Dauphin himfelf; who, though he detefted. 
her, patd an indire&t homage to her influence and bene-. 
volence, by this tacit acknowledgment, for it is to bé 
prefumed, that this ftep- had not been taken without: 
communicating it to the Prince, whofe conftant attach-. 
ment te the Duke was well known. She.anfwered, ia. 
_ the King’s name, that his Majefty. was nmch afeCted at. 
the difinal fituatigne€ the fick man—that he was per- 
fuaded the Duke fig@-not intentionally offended hin— 
that-he reftored ‘himto favour, and hoped the Duke. 
‘would foon be able to come to Court, where his Majefty. 
‘would be-gery- glad to fee himagain. 3..." 

- When fo aultere a Courtier.as the Duke de Chatillon 
has’ recourfe ‘to fo geuegr vi Soe protection, it may 
readily be, imagined, that he‘ has no’ other -refource, 
He ‘died a few days after having Feceived this anfwer s. 
bot his family reaped the,. benefit of. ix by. feveral. 


favours. or: 
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Thefe tranfitory comforts unfortunately happened 
very. feldom, and could not compenfate for the trouble 
fhe had with the Kitz cpprelted with bufinefs both 
foreign and domeftic---inwardly embarraffed with the 
important duty of attending to the remonftrances of 
the States of the kingdom, and to thofe of the Pro- 
teftors---tired with the faftidious quarrels, for ever re~ 
newed, between the clergy of his realm, and between 
the ecclefiaftical and civil jurifdi@tions---and.deceived at 
the fame time by infidious negotiations ;~--forced to 
aftonifh his enemies, by his preparations for war, inthe 
fudden re-eftablifhment of his navy---to furprize all 
Europe by the unexpected refdurces of his politics--- 
and, in the beginning of the war, to prepare and pro- 
oure brilliant fuccefs to his arms, in all parts of the 
world :---while, at laft, deprefled by a continual reverfe 
of fortune, he was compelled to accept a moft fatal and 
fhameful peace.. 

An this rapid fketch of the reign of Lewis XV. it is 
impoflible to give a detail of the troubles which agitated 
the States of Britany in 1752, whofe meetings had been 
the longeft and moft turbulent that had ever been 
known. The readers, who are defirous of feeing this 
curious, minute, but interefting hiftory, will find itina 
manufcript journal, taken from original writings *. 
We fhall only obferve, at prefent, that the continua- 
tion of the tax, called the Vingtieme, notwithftanding 
the peace, was the chief caufe.of the ferment that has 
been kept up fince that period ; a ferment, fometimes 
quieted, but afterward re-excited with redoubled fury, 
and being the fource of all the misfortunes of that pro- 
vince. ‘lhe three orders of the State made the loudeft 
expoftulations, that they might at leaft be allowed to 
compound, but without fuccefs. The court foon inti- 
miidated the.Clergy, and the lower order of the State, 
under a pretence that it did not become them to refift 
the King’s will, which was clearly manifefted ; or ra- 
ther, they bribed thefe two bodies of men, who, from 
their nature, and the fmallnefs of their number, are al— 
ways more open to feduétion, But the Nobility, too 

NUINEIOUS, 
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‘numerous, too haughty, and too much attached to that 
freedom of voting, which they confider as their moft 
precious and deareft privilege, difplayed more firmnefs, 
in proportion to the defection of the two inferior or- 
ders ‘of the State, The Duke de Chaulnes, who pre- 
’ fided over the States, forefeeing the injury which fo 
feandalous a conduct would: do him at Verfailles, and 
being perfonally piqued, caufed fome of the members, 
whom he defcribed as the promoters of the diffenfion 
and refiftanee, to be punifhed. Nine Gentlemen were 
banifhed, and even the wife of one of them (Madame 
de Pyré), and five were confined. To make after- 
wards fome amends to Britany, the Intendant. and the 
Commandant were recalled. M. le Bret, Solicitor- 
General at the Parliament of Paris, fucceeded to M.’ 
de Viermes, and the Duke d’Aiguillon to the Duke 
of Chaulnes. It undoubtedly occafioned fome fur- 
prize, to fee that Nobleman, who was nephew to the 
Countefs of Maurepas, arrive ; but his ambition had 
taade him fupple. Befides, he was more nearly con- 
nected with the Duke de Richelieu by his name. He 
from that time entered into a brilliant but perilous ea- 
reer. We fhall only at prefent fpegk of hw entrance 
ito employment, which was fortunate. Madame de 
Pompadour being very defirous of perfuading the 
King, who was intimidated at the moft trifling tumult, 
that the province of Britany was perfe€tly quiet, to 
give him authentic proofs of it, the new Commandant 
caufed the firft States, over which he prefided, to per~ 
form the ceremony of the dedication of a mag~ 
nificent monument of bronze, which had been 
decreed to the King in 1744, in memory of his con- 
yalefcence, and of his viétories. It confifts of three 
pedeftrian figures, executed by M. le Morne, a fa- 
mous fculptor. The firft reprefents the King, upon 
a eftal, in a Roman habit, with a truncheon in 
his hand; the fecond, the Goddefs of Health, facri- 
ficing at her altar; and the third, the Province of Bri- 
tany, kneeling, and fhewing to the people the object of 

their joy. , 
His Majefty was fo much delighted, that he com-~ 
miffioned the Bifhop of Rennes to exprefs his fatisfac~ 
tion 
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tion in his name to the States; and accordingly he 
granted them the nomination to the two firft Abbeys 
that fhould’become vacant, two companies of cavalry, 
and letters of Mobleffe for two perfons whom the 
might: choofe, ‘The three orders thus partook of his 
favours. .The Commandant acquired a great deal: of 
credit ; but he had lefs pacified matters, than prevent- 
ed:any violent fteps. This wasa material point, It. 
began to be the fyftem of the Court to have no fettled 
plan, to forefee nothisg*at a diftance, to enjoy the pre- 
fent moment, and to gain time. It had been obtained, 
that the Viegtieme fhould continue to be levied as be- 
fore, upon the faith only of a regiftry.. This was all 
that: M. de Sethelles, Comptrotler General,: who had 
adopted the’ principles of his prede¢effor, withed at 
that time ; hé was defirous of knowing the real pro- 
duce of the tax, before he admitted of a compofition. 
While he avoided the redrefs of the abufes which the 
States complained of, by net rectifying the infringe- 
ment of thei privileges, he felt little anxiety at leaving 
the feeds of difcord fubfifting which were to break out 
with fo much more violence, in proportion as they were 
longer concealed. 

Marfhal Richelieu, who prefided over the States of 
Languedoc, the privileges of which were already much 
infringed, had rendered a material fervice to the Mi- 
niftry ; and by caufing a decree of Council to be regif- 
tered by the States in 1752, which confirmed them with 
emphafis, had cofitrived to annul them entirely ; fo that 
they retained no more than the fhadow of authority ; 
and it may readily be imagined, that they have not 
fince acquired any energy, which, far from increafing, 
is ufually weakened by time. Thus by the encroach- 
ments of authority, ever active to ufurp, the tax called 
the Vingtieme was now levied in that ‘province without 
any difficulty ; and even in the voluntary contribution, 
the: words, acctordé fans confequence*; fo facred to the 
privileges of the province, were no longer in ufe, | 

In 1754 the Commandant was fortunate enough to 
conclude the affairs of the Proteftants of the Cevennes, 
a which 
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which might have been attended with dangerous con- 
fequences. Notwithftanding the favourable accounts 
given by the Marquis de Paulmy, of thefe Religionifts, 
it was in agitation to renew the Dragonades ¢. Thefe 
unfortunate people who were neither allowed to emi 
prate, nor to follow their religion in France, were cen- 
ured for complaining that they were deprived of ‘the 
nights of citizens, and that they could not lawfully be- 
come either hufbands or fathers. Fortunately, the. 
Bifhop of Montpelier, a zealou¢ Molinift, but who was 
endowed with all the mildnefs of the evangelic cha- 
ratter, facilitated as much as poffible the arrangements 
of the Court, where fome of the Minifters began to en- 
tertain more found and more philofophical notions upon 
this matter. 

Notwithftanding the violent counfels of the Bithops 
of Alais and Ufes, who differed in opinion fiom their 
brother Prelate,. the legality of the marriage of the Pro- 
teftants was reftored: it was agreed, that no notice 
fhould be taken of their affemblies, and that the Clergy 
fhould witnefs their marriages, as civil contraéts. The 
troops that had marched, committed.no aéts of hoftility, 
and every thing was fettled by negotiations. 

This agreement difpleafed the Clergy, who are not 
fond of admitting a falvo; but they weré at that time 
too much occupied by the Janfenifts; they were en- 
raged at the return of Parliament, and humiliated at its 
triumph. The face of things was entirely altered ; the 
ee appeared to be for fone time refélved to maintain 
his declaration of the 2d of September, extolled by the 
party asa monument of his wifdom: they ftruck feve- 
ral medals in honour of this Monarch, who, though 
he was at that time guilty of a double adultery, was, 
neverthelefs, reprefented as the pacifier of the king- 
dom, the protector of the church, the avenger of the 
holy canons, and of the laws. ‘The Duke de Berry, 
now upon the throne, was born at this pe- 
riod ; and by a remarkable fingularity, there 
were no witneffes to his birth, except the Chancellor, 

the 
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and compe] them to fign recantations, : 
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the Keeper of the Seals, the Comptroller General, and 
M. de Puyfieux. No Prince had attended. at it, the 
Court being at Choifi, and the Courier difpatched -to 
the King having broken his neck, in making too much 
hafte. However, this auguft embryo was made to- 
figure in the engravings, and was delineated as the 
token of Peace. The Archbithop of Paris loft nothing 
of his firmnefs by the rejoicings of his enemies. He 
became again the firft victim, and his Majefly being in- 
formed by the Parliament, that the facrament had been 
refufed by the order of. that Prelate, banifhed him at 
laft to Coifiens Soon after the Bifhop of D 
Troyes was banifhed, for the fame reafon, predate 
to Mery fur Seine, and the Archbifhop of Aix 1755- 
to Lambefc. The Princes of the. church were ftill 
fpared; thefe punifhments infli€ted by his Majefty, 
were the means of protecting them from the | 
fuits of the magiftrates: as 2 /4”- 
more rigorous purfuits e magiftrates : 
to the inferior Clergy, they were given up to the 
fecular power. The Reétor of Sainte Marguerite, 
as well as fome priefts of Saint Etienne -- & 
du Mont, were taken up, and condemned 15 sak 
to perpetual banifhment. If the courfe of on 
juftice could have been continued in the fame manner, 
the refufal of the facraments would foon have de- 
creafed. But, as the Parliaments grew bolder, the 
Court did not fail to relax, and to shew their ufual 
inconfiftency, under apprehenfion of being no Jonger 
able to cattore the fyftem of equilibrium they had 
planned. 

A decree of the Parliament of Paris had cordening 
ed the deliberations of the Chapter of Orleans, on 
account of the facrament having been refufed to 
M. Cognion, one of the Canons, and had admitted 
the Attorney General in appeal, as from an abufe of 
authority in the execution of the bull Unigenitus ; 
namely, decaufe noecclefiaflics pretended to attribute to 
it the chara@er, or to give it the power of a rule of 
faith. A decree of Council expunged thefe erroneous 
wolds, inafmuch as the faid Bull was decided tobe, a 
rule of the Church and State, in confequence of feveral 
declarations from the King. ‘This avowal renewed the 

confidesce 


244 THE PRIVATE LIFE 


more .efficacious, than the grace of the Janfenifts :—a 
divifion was made, and even feventeen Prelates voted 
againft fixteen, to do nothing ; which produced an 
equilibrium in the Affembly, fuch as the King de- 
fired, that he might: be himfelf difpenfed from pro- 
nouncing. 

The refult was, to write a circular letter to all the 
Archbifhops and Bifhops throughout the kingdom, in 
which the Affembly fhewed, the difference of the two 
opinions with regard to the degree of refpect due to 
the Bull Unigenitus—=to the notoriety of the right, and 
of the faét—and to the competency with regard to fa- 
cramental matters. The copy of another letter was 
alfo joined to this, which was addreffed to the Pope, 
in order to receive his paternal inftructions upon thefe 
points, and to fecure a perfect unanimity. 

The Pontiff confulted was Benediét XIV. who. 
had too much learning to be very credulous, and 
whofe difpofition was chearful, and even droll. He 
did not attach fo much importance to thefe quarrels 
as the fanatics could have wifhed; and, although 
his dignity obliged him to keep up appéarances, he 
could not avoid laughing at them with his intinates ; 
he thought it fingular, that a King of France fhould 
not be powerful enough to pacify his kingdom, and 
faid, {peaking of the troubles with which it was agi- 
tated, and of its anarchy, buona machina che anda fola*. 
He made an ambiguous anfwer, and paid his court to 
Lewis XV. in feeming to truft entirely to his piety and 
zeal for religion, and in exhorting him to give outa 
declaration to confirm his brief. “Thus he availed him- 
felf of the Monarch’s foible, by flattering him, and 
by fhewing a fpirit of peace and concord... "The fear- 
ful and fuperttitious difpofition of Lewis the XV: render- 
ed him already naturally favourable to priefts; who be- 
ing fatisfied with his fubmiffion to the tenets of religion, 
did not torment him on account of. his paffions; and 
who even fuggefted to him, that Heaven forgave a 
great many weakneffes, to Princes attached to the in- 
terefts of the church, and defenders of the faith. a 

3 ides, 
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fides, feveral Prelates, fince the death of the ancient 
Bifhop of Mirepoix, were beginning to draw nearer to 
the Cait. and to the favourite, and to pay an atten- 
tion to her. She did not yet difpofe of the benefices, 
nor fell them openly, as fhe has fince done ; but the 
Cardinal de Rochefoucault was too great a politician, 
not to pay a regard to her récommendations, which the 
Theatin Boyer, con{cientioufly credulous and fcrupulous, 
becaufe he was fimple and tgnorant, would never have 
done ; and who, moreover, would have been forced to 
this referve, in order not to difpleafe the Dauphin, his 
pupil, if even he had not been fo, by the aufterity of 
his principles. It was with regret that Lewis XV. had 
fuffered the parliament to act againft the Clergy, that 
his Majefty had himfelf condemned fome of the Pre- 
lates, and had very recently caufed the Bifhop of 
Troyes to be taken up with eclat, and condu¢ted into 
a more rigorous exile at the end of Alface, to the Ab- 
bey of Mourbach, in order 'o keep others tee 
in awe by this example of feverity. The ; ie 
more his Majefty gave way to the Magif- a 
es, the more did they extend their inquiries and 
their watchfulnefs. He faw that there was no com- 
“PBblition to be expected with thefe perfons, who were 
¢ inflexible as the law. Their obftinacy difpleafed 
him. In 4755, the Parliament of Paris had requefted 
to have no vacations, that they might fettle the 
bufinefs in arrears; and having obtained letters pa- 
tent for this purpofe, had employed themfelves more 
in promoting their own authority, than in judging the 
caufes of individuals. Although they had loft the chief 
prop of the Janfenift party, inthe perfon of that fa- 
mous Attorney General, Joly de Fleuri, a man of vatft 
erudition, of fkilful and feducing eloquence, and who 
had been their fupport for the {pace of forty years; 
although his fon, who fucceeded him, had neither hig 
underttanding, his fineffe, nor his a€tivity ; the Com- 
pany was ftill filled with old members, attached to their 
prejudices, who could not grant any wute td the Mo- 
linifis, and wifhed to make the Appellants thamphant. 
Vou. II, C © as They 
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_.p J hey had juft caufed a paftoral inftruction of 
si i tit. the Bithop of Troyes, a {chifm, to be torn. 
and burnt by the hands of the common hangman. The 
Prelate had been fo highly incenfed, as to publifha 
6 Fune. mandate, by which he condemned the decree 

| * of Partiament, forbade its being read, or kept 
by any perfon, under pain of excommunication. This 
had obliged the King to exprefs his difcontent, and even 
his indignation againit him. 

To punifh the Sorbonne for its refiftance, the Magif- 
trates, not lefs. fanatic in their way, renewed a conteft 
which had lain dormant fince #729. The point in 
queftion was, a decree by which the Sorbonne had re- 
called its appeal, had accepted the Con/fitution, and had 
eftablifhed a formulary that was to be figntd by alk 
the candidates. It was pretended, that this decree of 
the Body of Divinity, was contrary to the obfervation of 
filence injoined to them, and after fix-and-twenty years 
it was declared void and of no effet. But the Court 
found ftill more oppofite to their views of pacification, 
a piece of chicanery, which tended to raife the part 
of the Appellants, that was almoft crufhed, and to - 
new and increafe the divifions among the Clergy: 
decree of Council was accordingly iffued, which atti, 
nulled the decree of the Parliament. ‘es 

The appointment of a Superior to a convent of 
Nuns, having excited a frefh conteft between the Par-— 
liament and the Archbifhop of Paris, the latter,—-who 
had been banifhed a fecond time, but by the King’s 
goodnefs fuffered to return from the Abbey de Pagney 
to his delicious villa-had not imagined that the cle- 
mency of the Sovereign ought to abate his zeal. 
Afhamed of the example oe to him by the Bifhop 

of Troyes, he h ha into the pulpit at Con- 

flans, and had read a mandate or paftoral in- 
ftru€tion, in which he excommunicated all the non-ac- 
ceptants of the Con/titution Unigenitus—the confeflors 
whe did not ,enforce its reception at the tribunal of 
confefliggemthofe who either had or fhould procure the 
decrees ‘aud. refokutions of Parliament pointed out, and 
nthe Nuns taking care of the fick in the fuburb 
eri, as likewift all the Priefts who fhould fay 
mafs 
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mafs in their church. This excommunication was not 
fimply verbal, and threatening ; it was fulminated 
with all the formalities, the lights put out, and the 
bells tolling. The modern Athanafius, in his difcourfe, 
extolled his brother Prelate as a perfecuted Confeffor, 
to whofe fentiments he adhered, whofe firmnefs and 
conftancy he admired, and was defirous of imitating. 
Several Bifhops adhered, in their turns, to this vigorous ' 
ftep, and their number encreafed every day. 

he King—more embarraffed than ever, at feeing 
the flame of the fchifm, far from being extinguifhed, 
increafing its ravages——held feveral councils to confult 
upon the meatures neceflary to put an effectual ftop to 
it. The enemies of the Parliament took advantage of 
this to lay fome frefh troubles to their charge, accufin 
them of not ating with that fpirit of conciliation aad 
mildnefs which his Majefty had fo often recommended 
to them—of being guided in their conduct more by 
paffion than real zeal—-and of their having recently 
{uppreffed the Pope’s brief, the wifdom of which was 
fo much admired by his Majefty. They fhewed the 
neceffity of reftraining the extenfion the Parliament 
gave to the authority his Majeity had entrufted them 
with, efpecially at a time, when it was more than ever 
expedient, to find that Court tra€table to fo effential a 
“point as the regiftering of the accumulated taxes which 
the prefent war required. ; : 

The difpute begun between that Court and the 
Grand-Council, was another fubje@t of complaint that 
was made ufe of againfkhem. We cannot avoid 
making a digreflion here, concerning this difpute, the 
fatal beginning of a revolution proyeéted long before, 
and which hath at length been efteéted in the conttitu- 
tion of the French monarchy. | 

The enemies of the Parliament, finding that they 
had in vain attempted to crufh them, and that this 
great body had acquired more ftrength from the attacks 
carried on againft them, became fenfible, that their 
greateft fault had been, the not having a body in rea- 
dinefs to fucceed the Parliament immediately; inftead 
of the phantom of a tribunal colle€ted with precipita- 
tion from the members of the Council. They took a 
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review of the feveral Courts, and found that the Cham- 
ber of Accounts, which was compofed of niembeng 
who were not lawyers—of ignorant and unlettered per ~ 
fons, as the King ftiles them in their appointments— 
could never deferve the confidence of the nation, and 
would only ferve to throw a greater ridicule upon their 
project. ‘The Court of Aids would have been better 
adapted to their purpofe, as being more agreeable to 
the people ; but they had then at their head M., de 
Mallefherbes, an incorruptible Magiftrate, a patriot, 
and a man incapable of fubmitting to any meannefs 
from views of ac anenate ‘Belides, this Court 
was becoming troublefome to Government, and at this 
very period, foreftalling the zeal of the Parliament, 
had made fuch vigorous remonftrances relative to the 
taxes that were regiftéred at the Bed of Juftice holden 
at Verfailles, and refpeting the uncertainty of their 
duration™, that they had obliged the Monarch to pro- 
mife, that the time of their ccflation fhould be fixed to 
the day ef the ceflation of hoftilities, inftead of that 
of the proclamation of peace. The Grand-Council 
was judged to be the only body proper for their defign. 
This tribunal, which was an extra-tribunal in the State 
--which could not fubfitt if the Jaws were obferv- 
ed, having neither power nor place of jurifdiétion, 
and exifting only by challenges and appeals, that is to 
fay, in pre-eminence to the Parliaments---if it were 
not acknowledged’ by all the inferior Courts of Juftice, 
hud at leaft fome of them, fagh as the Prefidial Courts, . 
cependent upon it ; and gf tending, in concurrence 
with its immediate fuperiors, to exercife the fame right 
over the other tribunals, acquired a new extenfion of 
power. By a declaration made at the time of a private 
conteft between that Court and the Parliament of Pa- 
ris, his Majefty acknowledged, that all the inferior 
Courts, Bailiwicks, and Senefchalfies of the kingdom, 


* We propofe to publifh in the Appendix thefe remonftrances, 
hitherto unknown, and of the greateft importance. They are to 
be found in a quarto volume, intitled, Memsirs to illuftrate the 
hiftory of id Ge right of France, in matters of impofls: a work 
which has jult appeared, in 1779. 
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were obliged to execute the decrees, ordonnances, and 
mandates of the Grand-Council, immediately, and-with- 
out any appeal to the other Courts and Judges, or any 
permifiion afked of them. - 
The Parliament were aware of the intention, in 
exciting this fource of difcord between them and the 
rival tribunal. ‘They made vigorous refolutions ; they 
remonttrated ; they appealed againft the incicachuients 
of the members of the Grand-Council ; they deicribed. 
them as tending, by a regular fyftem, to the anmhilay 
tion of the ancient and: unalterable forms of the lcpif- 
lation-—to overthrew the facred order upon which the 
conftitution, even of the State, had retted for thefe 
thirteen centuries---to degrade the hicrarcliy of the 
fovereign jurifdiction of the Ming---and, in a word, to 
ere@ a Parliament fuperioy to all the othe: Pailianientes. 
The Grend-Councid iupported by the Court, contisued 
its adts of uturpation---in inflaming the other jurifdic- 
tions---in confufing and fubverting the effential policy 
of the kingdom---and in its attempts againft the fun- 
danrental laws of the Monarchy, and the Majefty of 
the Court of Peers. It was refolved, that Feb 
the Princes and Peers fhould be invited to |’ aig 
come and take their feats in that Court, to oo 
confult upon the meafures it might be neceflary to 
take. The Magiftrates were in hopes of acquiring, 
greater ftrength - thefe means, and of adding weight 
to their proceedings; but the Princes and Peeis were 
a fecond time forbidden to appear at the J/ats, and- 
the Magiftrates were obliged to fuftain the contuft by 
themifelves. From that time, there was an indecent 
war carried on between the two Courts, by reciprocal’ 
decrees, without any attempts from the Miniftry to: 
put a ftop to it: on the contrary, they laughed at it, 
and fomented this quarrel, in hopes of deriving fome 
advantage from it. If circumftances made the ; rojeét 
fail at that time, they did not give it up; and we fhall 
fee hereafter, that a perfon appeared, more audacious, 
or more dextrous, who realized it.. In the mean time, 
the enemies of the Magittracy. er te : the King. 
was again incenfed with them. He not only pave no. 
anfwer to the Parliament of Paris, but treated the- 
Parliament 
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Parliament of Rouen, and that of Bourdeaux,. with rj- 
gour. At length, after the meeting of a great number 
of Councils, in the courfe of the year, upon the fub- 
je&t of the inteftine troubles of religion, and to put a 
ftop to the difputes between the ecclefiaftical and ci- 
vil jurifdictions, it was decided, that a Bed of Juftice 
fhould be holden, in which his Majefty would enaé& 
new laws. | 

‘The, firft of thefe was a declaration, by which his 
Majefty renewed his orders refpecting the filence pre- 
fcribed with regard to the Bull, and gave affurances, 
at the fame time, that it was not his intention to de- 
prive the Archbifhops and Bifhops of the right of 
teaching, ordered, that the refpect and fubmiffien 
that had been prefcribed by Lewis XIV. and by him- 
felf, fhould be continued to the Conftitution Unigenitus; 
neverthelefs, without attributing to it the denomina- 
tion, character, or effeéts, of a rule of faith; al- 
though the Prelates unanimoufly decided, that it was 
a dogmatic and unalterable fentence of the univerfal 
church in point of doétrine *. This declaration was 
no lefs undeterminate and contradiétory, upon the 
mode of proceeding in cafe of the refufal of facra- 
ments. Recourfe was firft to be had to the Judges of 
the Church, from: whom one could not apply to the 
fecular tribunals, but by appeal for abufe ie authority : 
this was rendering the firft both party and judge, be- 
fides that it made fick people run the rifque of dying 
long before the: facraments could be adminiftered to 
them ; inafmuch as the Magiftrates, while they con- 
demned the refra€tory ecclefiaftics, could not compel 
them to confer the facraments. In a word, the pre- 
tended remedy to the fchifm, was nothing more than a 
palliative, capable of increafing the trouble, confufion, 
and diforder, that prevailed. 

The fecord law was fubtle enough, if it could have 
fubfifted. It is a-well knownfaet, that the more nu- 
merous companies cre, the lefs open they are to cor- 


ruption, ‘The fyftem of Government, for fome oy 
: pa . 


* Inthe affembly af the Clergy of 1755, the Bifhops agreed 
| this ¢xpreffion. 
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paft, had been to reduce the numbers of. the Parlia- 
ment, by not filling up the places which became va» 
cant. ‘They had complained and remonftrated ae 
this fubje&, to little purpofe, and the edit in quef- 
tion fuppreffed, on the contrary, two Courts of In- 
quefts. Thefe Courts had been pitched upon, be- 
caufe they were compofed of young men——who ee 
rally propofe and fupport the moft violent counfels— 
‘who are befides fufceptible of an enthufiafm fcarcely 
known in perfons of a more advanced age—in a word, 
whofe new and unfullied minds are not open to the 
feelings of fear or hope, two fuch powerful paffions, 
‘when defpotifm knows how to put them in motion. 
Befides, as the Chiefs have a great deal of influence 
over the other Members, the Prefidents of the re- 
maining ‘Courts were to have no more patticular ap- 
pointment, but were to be taken from among the Pre- 
fidents @ mortier, capable of being chofen or removed 
at the pleafure of the Court. 

The laft law was-a declaration which contained re- 
gulations for the difcipline of the Parliament ; that is 
to. fay, a combination-ef troublefame forms and condi- 
tions, in order ta render the affemblies of the Chambres 
lefs frequent-—to retard the accufations—-and to give 
more influence, weight, and authority in the Company 
to the Firft Prefident, a creature of the Court, and 
whom they commonly dire&t as they pleafe. | 

A Bed of Juftice was fettled on the 13th of De- 
‘cember, wherein his Majefty caufgg bis edits and de- 
clarations to be publifhed, and regattered in his pre- 
fence. That very evening the Gentlemen of the 
‘Court of Inquefts, confidering themfelves as degrad- 
ed, and deprived-of their moft effential funétions, car- 
ried their refignation to the Chancellor, The Grand 
‘Chamber did not follow their example, except a few 
‘members, among whom was M. Tubeuf, an antient 
military man ; who feeing the pufillanimity of the ma- 
jority of the members, at the time of the deliberati- 
ons upon the fubjet, criedout, in the energetic flile 
of his former profeffion: “1 knew very well there were 
“© fome poltroons among us, but I did not think there 
4° were fo many.” ‘The public adopted this Chriftian 
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name for the Gentlemen that ftaid, and called them 
the God-children of M. Tubeuf. The Clergy thus 
" wiumphed for the fecond time. That it might not, 
however, appear that too many conceffions were made 
to them, the Prelates then at Paris were enjoined to 
repair to their diocefes, there to wait the King’s or- 
ders. This new perfecution againft the Magiftracy 
lafted a year longer. It feemed to ceafe in the month 
of September 1757; but the feries of: their difgraces 
foon began again ; and if they had the fatisfaction, in 
that interval, of feeing the extinguifhing of the {chifm, 
of effe€ting the deftruction of the Teli. their moft 
cruel enemies ; thefe had, however, power enough to 
involve the Parliament in one common ruin with them- 
felves, i 
But, before this great blow was given to the king- 
. dom, it was foon to experience the calamities of a war, 
the leaft misfortune of which was to drain it of men 
and money, and to deprive it of its moft fertile poffef- 
' fions in the new world. Can any Frenchman recollect 
without blufhing, the opprobrium, which was then 
fixed upon his country? We may hereafter, perhaps, 
ive a more enlarged hiftory of this period. At pre- 
ent, we fhall only, according to our plan, point out 
the principal circumftances, retrace the few glorious 
events, the numerous misfortunes, and efpecially the 
capital faults, committed in the courfe of it; the ac- 
count of which is always more ufeful than that of prof- 
perities, only propgy to flatter the vanity of a nation, 
to make it. becomeé.:torpid, and confequently, by fuf- 
pending the continuation of thofe profperities, to pave 
the way for. misfortunes and difafters. ; 
By the articles of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle which 
remained undetermined---and were the moft nice, the 
moft difficult, and the moft important in their confe- 
quences---it was-eafy to judge that France and Eng- 
Jand had only wifhed for a breathing-time; that they 
had made a truce, and not a durable peace. Spain 
feemed to aft with more fincerity. The principal dif- 
putesof the Crown, with England, were adjufted by 


the convention of Buen-retiro. The Court of og 
and, 
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jand, in this treaty, gave up from that time 5 08: 
_their pretenfions to the Affiento or Negro * 5. 
trade, and to the fhip they were allowed to | 750% 
fend to Porto Bello, though this permiffion was grant- 
ed for four years by the treaty; and this was 
done in confideration of a hundred thoufand{pounds 
fterling to be paid by his Catholic Majefty, and of fome 
privileges granted to the Englifh in their trade. Un- 
fortunately, fufficient care had not been taken to. re- 
gulate what concerned the vexations of the Spanifh 
prseecers in the Weft Indies-—the purfuit and con- 

{cation of the Englith veffels in thofe latitudes-—and 
the cutting of: logwood in the bay of Honduras; that 
wood, which is fo valuable-for the purpofes of dyeing, 
Sut fo fatal by the inceffant quarrels it has occafioned, 
and’ which. ftill fubfift. This point was however dif- 
cuffed,, after the difgrace of the Marquis of Encenada, 
and amicably adjufted under M. Wall, his fucceffor ; 
but this arrangement did not laft long, and the Court 
ot Madrid revived all the ftri€tnefs of their pretenfions. 
concerning this wood, at the time the wifhed to form 
a union with France ; this exafperated Mr, Pitt fo much 
againft the Spanifh Minifter, that -he accufed him of. 
being Frencisified. . 

The Englith alfo complained of the preference given) 
by Spain to the French trade, contrary to the exprefs 
letter of the laft treaty ; they complained of the aéti- 
vity with which that Power increafed its navy; and of 
the great influence the Miniftry of Verfailles had over 
that of Madrid. But thefe complaints occafioned no 
act of hoftility, and upon being tranfinitted, were an-. 
fwered. Matters did not. go on fo amicably between 
the Courts of London and Verfailles. Their. refpec-. 
tive grievances were only increafed by negociations ;- 
and hoftilities having begun, or ‘rather not: having 
ceafed during the peace, the peopJe..of the two coun- 
tries had not even the temporary enjoyment of that-hap-. 
pinefs, in the interval between the two wars of 1744 
and 1756. ‘Scarce were Care Breton and | h 
Loubourgh evacuated by the Englifh, and 23.J* 
piven up to the King’s. troops ; farce had ‘449: 

is Majefty declared to the Lords Suffex. and Cath- 
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cart, fent as hoftages till the reftitution of thofe places, 
‘that they were free, than the chicaneries:in Europe, and 
the quarrels beyond fea, again exerted the fagacity of 
the politicians of the Old World, and fomented dif- 
cord in the New. Notwithftanding the pacific inten- 
tions of the two Sovereigns, and even of the Minifters, 
there was a great probabil of its being very difficult, 
that objeGts of difcord of fo long ftanding, fo diftant, 
fo much increafed, and diffufed over almoft all their 
. poffeffions, fhould be ‘fettled in an amicable manner, 
and with fufficient difpatch to prevent other caufes of 
divifion that might arife. 

India was the principal fpot on which the rivalfhip 
between the French and Englith continued to exert it- 
felf without ceafing, except precifely at the moment 
in which this rivalfhip broke out with greater extent 
and fury, in the a parts of the world. Dupleix 
was Director-General of the affairs of the French India 
Company at Pondicherry ; he had at laft contrived to 
remove the man, of whofe talents and genius he was 
the moft in awe, that la Bourdonnais, who, by his 
exploits, had firft infpired the neighbouring nations 
with the greateft refpe@ for his own country. He had 
obliged him to retur into Europe; and in this. in- 
ftance, animofity lofhg nothing a its activity by. ab- 
fence, Dupleix had had the influence, at the diftance 
of fix thoufand leagues, to caufe the conqueror of 
Madras to be fent to the Baftile, and to be kept there 
during three years and a half, in the .hardeft captivity. 
He was perpetually fending from India freth witnefles 
againft him, and at* oa not having been able to 
prevent the innocence of the illuftrious prifoner from 
appearing, he at leaft deprived him of the rewards 
which he deferved ; Bourdonnais expiring, had nothing 
left but his glory. | 

In order to repair the injury that Dupletx -was-doin 
‘to the Company, by de vie it af feeb a dgiender: 
-he certainly muft have felt . powerful Fefources, within 
hhimfelf, -and im the perfons whom he intended to. em- 
Ba, Accordingly, he difplayed them at the fege of 
-Péisdicherry, where he was at once, Commandaat, 
‘Engineer, Officer of Artillery, and Commiflary. This 


W.28 


: OF LEWIS XV. © 35 
"was the occafion ofan honour being granted to him, 
‘which no one except an Officer in the King’s fervice 
had hitherto obtained---the Grand Cordon de St. Lewis. 
Tt is a matter of doubt, whether this diftin€tion, toge- 
ther with the rank of Marquis, to which, by his birth, 
he had‘nopretenfions, infpired him with new ideas, and. 
made him alter his fyftem: but this Chief of the 
‘Merchants, who, in 1742, had-propofed a.‘neutrality 
to the Englifh Company during the war, attempted at 
‘the peace to fet himfelf up as a protector of the Vice- 
Roys of India, and, interfering in the quarrels of thofe 
Princes, eretted himfelf into their conqueror, and 
their tyrant. He made his employers.become ufurp-~ 
-ers, againft their will, and confumed in warlike pre- 
\parations all the funds intended for commerce, He 
‘flattered himfglf, that he fhould recover them w.th 
intereft from “the treafures of the vanquifhed people, 
This thirft of conquett excited the jealoufy of the 
Englifh, who, .in their turn, affifted the oppreffed. 
Saunders was at.their head, as bold, as inflexible, and 
as fertile in .expedients, as his rival. Both of them 
making fport of ‘the Nahobs, whafe names ferved 
for a watch-word to.their troops, only fought, in-re- 
ality, to fatisfy their ambition -and cupidity, the feveral 
paffions with which they .were.devoured. The Go- 
vernor of Pondicherry, elated -with his fucceffes, had 
carried his delirium fo far, as to be .défirous of making 
himfelf Sovereign. He had purchafed from-the Chan- 
cery of the Grand Mogul, .the Patent af Nabob of the 
Carnatic. Then it was that he difplayed that Afiatic 
pomp, fer which he had a natural.turn. His wife 
‘made herfelf be treated like a Queen; and tis vifionary 
randeur might have lafted a long time, .it her hufhand 
Pad not, in his turn, fallen a vagtim to that fame jer- 
loufy, which he had himfelf given way to again 
Bourdonnais, amd which was the fource. of his great- 
nefs, and. of his ruin. Advantage was takenof a-con> 
fiderable check, which his imprudent haughtinefs had 
drawn upon kim, and he :-was recalled. Fle. was re- 
duced at Paris to difpute about the poor remains of 
his fortune, which were contefted with him by the 
DireGion, and.to folicit audiences in. the aaa 
Q 
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wf his judges. He foon died of grief, and Madame . 
Dupleix had @ great deal of trouble to obtain a trifling 
pention, from thofe who had acquiyed by his vittories 
and negotiations thirty-nine millions * of annual in- 
come. The territories added to this Company were 
valued at that fum. This was the moft brilliant pe- 
riod of their profperity, if they could have fupported 
the character in which their reprefentative had un 
to make them appear, But the weaknefs of Minittry 
was alarmed at it; they gave orders to refufe the Car- 
natic, the moft flourifhing province of the Mogul em- 
pire, where Pondicherry is fituated, which would have 
made the acquifition complete. They did not chufe 
that the Company fhould be any thing more than it 
had been till that time, an affociation of merchants ; 
nor that they fhould have any other goffeffions then 
factories. Thus it is that this edific®-of grandeur, 
which: had partaken too much of the romantic ima- 
ination of its founder, difappeared as rapidly asit had 

bien raifed. Government wifhed particularly to avoid 
hurting the pride of the Englith; they had given or- 
ders, in conformity to thofe fent by his Britannic Ma- 
jefty, to fafpend hoftilities. The two Companies ac- 
cordingly communicated with each other, and made a 
conditional treaty, the firft point of which was this 
fufpenfion.- The truce was to take place in the be- 
ginning of 1758. The other arrangements tended to 
eftablith between them an equality of territory, of 
forces, and of commerce, on the coaft of Coroman- 
del, and ‘that of Orixa, It was M. de Godeheu, a 
man as modeft and plain as his predeceffor was haugh- 
‘ty and fuperb, who planned and figned this truce, in 
quality of. Commiffary of his moft Chriftian Majetty ; 
of Commandant General of all the: eftablifhments of 
the French India Company, from the Cape of Good 
ried sib China; of Prefident of all the Councils efta- 
bi there; and of Director Genéral of the French 
India Company: He was not elated with all thefe 
titles ; but conducted himfelf like an bane merchant, 
: as 


“ye million fix hundred and twenty-five thoufand pounds. 
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as Voltaire fays, and, by the good faith which he fhewe 
‘ed in the conferences, conciliated the Englifh fo much 
to himfelf*, that the intelligence between the two na-~ 
tions might, perhaps, have been durable, if the rupture 
in Europe had not {pread itfelf as far as India, and ef- 
pecially if M. de Godeheu had remained there. _ Du- 
pleix and he had furnifhed inconreftible proofs, that in 
thefe diftant regions, it is not fo much the Sovereigns, 
as their agents, who regulate war or peace. ees 
From this account, it- is. difficult not to believe that 
the French were not the aggreffors in the Eaft-Indies. 
The Englifh complained of them equally on the coaft 
of Africa. It is well known of what importance com- 
merce is in that, part of the world, with. regard to the 
ies gfe working of which can only be done 
iweelicknown by what an abominable 
peat’ yo to purchafe thofe unfortunate 
victims in their owh countries, and degrade and infult 
humanity fo far a3 to transform their fellow-creatures 
into fc many beafts of burthen, whom they drive in the 
fame manner, with whips in their hands, leaving them 
no other alternative than flowly to confume their-ex- 
iftence in the midft of hard, obftinate, and continual jJa- 
bours, without falary or reward, or to perifh in horrid 
tortures. Such treatment requires that thefe herds of 
flaves fhould be-perpetually recruited. Hence arifes 
the rivalfhip between two nations, ih a country where 
the Negro trade is carried on. To complete the mi- 
fery of this country, it preduces alfo gold, a metal 
equally fatal to its proprietors and its conquerors, but 
which renders age cruel, in proportion to the cu- 
pidity it excites. Since the French had been obliged 
to facrifice Senegal to their rivals, they had nothing left 
but the factory of Juida and the Ifland of Goree, where 
there is not, nor ever will be, anytrade. In the inten- 
tion of éextricating themfelves from this precarious fitu- 
ation, they hdd thought, m 1992, of bribing the na~ 
: oe” 8 . i . : eck a tives, 







* Sce Hiftery of the laff war, compofed in Englith, ia four 
mh da ease 3 8 bide - long asit is tedious, full of Sauls and 
partiality, and-confequently may be depended upon, when it {pe 
advantageoully of the French, a si 
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tives, by prefents, and more advantageous offers,. im 
order that they might be allowed to conftrué a fort at 
Anamabou, a patt of the coaft open indifcriminately to 
all Europeans, and whete affairs are carried on with 
abfolute freedom. They had already begun their efta- 
‘blifhment, under the protection of a fquadron; but 2 
{uperior Englith fleet, pretending that st was debauch- 
ing their.allies from them, and infringing the treaties, 
drove the workmen away with cannon. This account, 
according -to which there would have been fome reafon 
for the recriminations of the enemy, would appear fuf- 
spicious to us from the hiftorian already quoted, if it did 
not agree with that of the author of the Settlements 
.and Trade of the Europeans in the Eaft and Weft Indies. 
Although this writer allows the famerfaéts, he draws a 
different confequence from them. , Batyit is eafily -per- 
ceived, that his aim is to bring onthe odious {peech 
of the Minifter, exclaiming, on account of the afto- 
nifhment that was expreffed to him for fuch a violence: 
Uf we avere to be juft to the French, we foould not-exift 

thirty years longer*. | : 
_. If we pafs from the coatts of Africa to the .Antilles, 
we fhall again hear the Englifh making the -moft vio- 
lent exclamations againft the incroachments of the 
‘French. ‘The Caribbee Iflands, including under this 
name, which is that of their antient inhabitants, St. 
‘Lucia, Dominica, St. Vincent's, and ‘Tobago, remained 
in difpute, and in the ftate of uté pofidetis, according 
to the laft treaty. Commiffaries, appointed by tne 
two Sovereigns, were to decide that point, as well 
:as feveral others... In the mean time, a Marquis de 
Caylus, who commanded at Martinico, in lefs. than 
two months after the definitive figning of the peaca, 
of which.he could not poffibly be ignorant, taking ac- 
vantage of fome atts oe authority exercifed by the Go- 
vernor of Barbadoes, for the fervice of the King his maf- 
ter, before the fufpenfian. ef hoftilities was.known, hed 
+3 ‘iffued aamoft violent proclamation, declaring, 
- 6 * in exprefs terms, that al] thofe iflands belong- 
74°- ed ingifputably to the Crawa of France. He 
was 


* See Vol. III. Book XI. of the Settlement? and‘ Trade of the 
Europeans ta the. Eaft and Weft Indies 
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was not a philofopher, like bis brother, who was fo 
well known and beloved among the learned; but as 
haughty and enterprifing as the other was geatle and 
engaging. In confequence of this difpofition, he had 
recourfe to violent meafures; drove away an Englifh 
frigate, that came to wood ard water there, and eredt- 
eda battery of cannon, 

‘The circumftance which unfortunately proves the 
walidity of this accufation, is the difavowal of the 
Court of Verfeilles, and their immediate orders to M. 
ade Caylus, communicated even through the means of 
ahe Governor of Barbadoes himfglf, ,which., enjoined 
shim to evacuate, without delay,,.that ifland>-and the 
cothers under the'like defcription. “This evacuation did 
not‘take place ; it was put off under new pretences’; 
and M.-de Caylus, and his fucceffor died without 
having fulfilled the King’s intentions; for the fubter- 
fuges that were made ufe of to elude them, cannot 
‘be attributed to Lewis KV. who was a weak, but 
not a deceitful Monarch. M. de Bompar, who fuc- 
ceeded there, Jefs turbulent, and a greater friend to 
conciliatory meafures, atted upon the fame principles ; 
which makes it prabable that he had private orders from 
the Mintftry to perfif.indelays and evafians. _ 

This ig the more probable, as, during that time, the 
‘Count Dubois de la.Mothe, ‘Governor of the Leeward 
Hlands, on his fide following the example fet him by 
the Governor of the Windward Hlands, had ereéted 
among the Caiques and ‘Turk’s Handa, croffes, and in- 
fcriptions upon plates of copper, faftened to large 
pofts, with thefe wards: Continuetion of the polled 
ons of Leuis XV. King of France, 1753. A Captain 
of ol nr to the King of England caufed 






the crof@ in{criptions, and poits to be pulled down, 
and left 4 declaration in their ftead, which announced, 
‘that his mafter: wonld not. faffer thofe marks to remain, 
dn a place the poffelion of which was contefted. 
‘Thofe iflands, avbich. were almoft yninhabited, would 
have been of great ufe.in cafe of war, to. favour the 
navigation of fleets and thips. coming from'St. Domin- 
f°. But it was, neceflary, either to carry this matter 
.by force, or to behave with fuch caution as to avoid 


ddifputes, 
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oe ae and the receiving of fuch an affront. In other 
_Tefpects, thefe were only trifling bickerings o sig ate 
Tile pride, while there were {cexes paffing in the North: 
of far greater confequence, which were followed by 
effufions of blood, and became fo ferious, that they 
occafioned an open rupture between the two Crowns: 
For this time, Hurope received from America. not only: 
war, but all the other evils with which fhe had fupplied. 
her for fo ionga time. a 
_ In that part of the new world called North America,. 
the French had tywe- colonies, Canada and Louifiana, 
fufficient of thégy#fives to form two great kingdoms, if 
their population: were anfwerable to their extent. The 
‘former---fituated on the banks of the rivér St, Laurence, 
interfected by many fmaller rivers, and containing in 
the inland parts immenfe lakes, covered with rer as. 
ancient as the world ; admirable for the beauty of its 
foil, the falubrity of its air, notwithftanding the rigours 
of a long and feverely cold feafon-—is remarkably 
“proper for prosncne and preferving life ; the women 
there are wonderfully fruitful, and old-age is com- 
monly prolonged to a very advanced period . without: 
infirmities. ture, in its aufterity, refufing the pro-. 
duStions of luxury and effeminacy, capable af ener-. 
vating the inhabitants, fatisfies all their other. wants, . 
and would enable them to do without. the mother. 
country, with refpect to the neceflaries of life, fuch: 
as food and cloathing. If Canada were cultivated. it: 
would even furnifh provifions for the American iflands, 
and fupply part of Europe with corn, ‘cattle, and falt- 
provifions. The fheep, whofe wool is: celebrated for 
Its foftnefs and firength. would, with fome attention, 
fupply the place of the wool purchafed frogf#Andalufia 
and Caffile, for the manufattories of Fra™te. The 
oaks, which are of prodigious height ; the pines of 
all fizes ; the firs, the hemp, and the iron mines, only 
require an intelligent Minifisy to make a praper ufe of 
‘them, and’ fornia complete navy. “At the period we 
are now, fpeakii® of, no greater advantage’ was taken. 
of the preparing of beaver--an almoft exclufive branch 
of trade—-nor of the whale and cod fifheries:: the fur. 
trade only was attended to; but it was forefeen — 
“oe might 
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might hereafter be done, and to what a flourifhing 
condition this colony might be brought, which was yet 
in its infant ftate, though it had been eftablifhed near 
a century and a half. : 

The latter colony is fituated to the fouth .of this. 
Like New France, the glorious denomination given 
to Canada---which, notwithftanding the rigour of its 
climate, by no means expetiences: the horrors of the 
moft northern regions---fo Louifiana, though under a 
burning fky, is exempt from all the inconveniences and 
troublefome heats of fuch a fituation. The be- 
neficent fun, without depriving it of the produétions 
of the north, ferves only to affift the cultivation of 
thofe of the fouth: the provifions are excellent; fith, 
butchers meat, game, poultry, are better than in 
any other part of the world ; fruits, vegetables, 
and herbs, have a firer flavour; rice, fugar, in- 
digo, and cotton, are cultivated with the greateft 
fuccefs. "Tobacco is the plant which would fucceed 
the beft, if the cultivation of it were attended to, ac- 
cording to the firft intentions of government. Nature 
feems here to have delighted in 2 profufion of magnifi- 
cence ;-and the cabinets of our naturalifts are enriched 
in every branch of natural hiftory with the produétions 
of this fortunate country. A river, not lefs beautiful 
than that of St. Laurence, runs through it, and prefents 
to the inhabitants a clear and wholefome ftream o ' 

uench their thirft ; and in which, as in that of the 

anges, they may bathe when they are ia‘a profufe 
fweat, without any danger. Ina word, large mea- 
dows for fattening of cattle, and immenfe deep forefts 
of timber, prefent as many refources for trade, and for 
the navy, as Canada. 

Unfortunately, this new colony-—eftablifhed only by 
the Regent, at the time of the Syftem, and under the 
moft brilliant aufpices, when a univerfal defire prevail- 
ed of going there, in hopes of making a rapid fortune--- 
became, upon the, failure of thefe hopes, a country of 
exile and ignomity. Mines of gold bad. been fearched 
for there, and not found ; while the infinitely more pre- 
ferable riches of a virgin and fertile foil, which only 
required being werked, in order to yield a sth 

old, 
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fold, were overlooked. The Mifzfippi was only peo- 
pled by vagabonds, women of the town, victims mu- 
tilated by vice, and flagitious perfons efcaped from the 
fentence of the laws. This was another difadvantage 
attendant upon Louifiana, (for, at that time, the odious 
name of Mififippi was changed) that this impure 
origin would either put a ftop to the fources of life, 
or communicate it to beings, fhameful ‘of receiving 
exiftence, and fearing to perpetuate it. New France, 
on the contrary, owed its vigour to its firft inhabi- 
tants, who were compofed of the military, and of 
the entire regiment of Carignan ; whofe families mul- 
tiplied, and begat a ftrong and healthy people, full of 
principle and honour. 

However this may be, commerce--which particu- 
larly engaged the attention of France fince the laft 
peace ; which had been remarkably flourifhing, and 
ewed its progrefs to that philofophic fpirit, which, 
when properly applied, vivifies every part of a king- 
dom---opened ihe eyes of Adminiftration upon the 
importance of thefe two eftablifhments, which had. 
been too much Regier and were infinitely she 
ferable to the more flourifhing fugar-colonies. A bold 
project was formed of uniting them, and, by ereéting 
orts at certain diftances, throughout the {pace of a. 
sthoufand or twelve hundred feagnes, to lifh an 
indiffoluble chain of communication. _ Hitherto, this 
communication had fcarce been carried on, except by 
the northetn parts, where the induftry of the Frenc 
had at firft ce them, on account of the abundance of 
beautiful furs. The new road on the fouthern fide 
Shortened the way confiderably, and befides made it 
more eafy. The navigation upen the river St. Lau- 
rence might be continued by barges as far as the lakes, 
and one of thefe is exa@ly at the fource of the Ohio, a 
river which pours its waters into the Miflifippi. To 
this natural advantage, a political one acceded ; which 
is, that the Engtifh colonies woulddpe more confined 
within their limits beyond the Apafachian mountains 
-~immenfe heights, between which and the fea they 
are included. Ina word, the communication between 
‘Canada and the mother country, being interrupted 
‘fer more than half the year, when the river St. Lau- 

rence 
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rence is frozen. up, a new way of arriving there at all 
times was. opened by the wettern fea. . | 

- This fuperb projet, worthy of a Government which 
penetrates into futurity, and which in its vadt plan for 
acquiring fome folidity and confiftence, comprehends 
equally its cotemporaries and the remoteft pofterity, 
fhould. have been carried into execution but flowly,’and 
required ages to-bring it to perfe@tion. Each of the co- 
lonies would have advanced in filence, and, from ‘the 
overflowings of their population, might have fupplied 
thofe feveral points; which growing up by‘degrees, 
becoming ftronger. every day, and fupported by the 
back-fettlements, would, perhaps, have joined, before 
their rivals could have perceived it, or would at leaft 
have been in a condition to defend themfelves again# 
the efforts of their jealoufy. 

The Englifh, on their fide, taking advantage of the 
ambiguous terms of the treaty of Utrecht, or at leaft of 
the conftru@tion-they put upen them, which might have 
been differently interpreted, with regard.to the ceffion 
made by France to them of Acadia or Nova Scotia, 
were endeavouring to extend themfelves on the fouthern 
fide of the-river St. Laurence, and, by confining us ia 
that part, would foon have endeavoured to avail them- 
felves of the advantage of a navigation, of which we had 
the exclufive enjoyment. “This defign of their's tended 
ftill further to enlarge thofe bounds in which it was ine 
tended to circumfcribe them. . 

Three Governors of Canada fycceflively fulfilled the 
views of the Court, in driving the Englith back to the 
penin{fula, to which France pretended they were limited 
even by the treaties, and in preventing them from 
getting over their boundaries of the Apalachian moun- 
tains, to oppofe themfelves to the project of union, too 
foon manifefted ; this produced a war of pofts on that 
continent, ftill carried on after the peace, and in which 
the French obtained fuch advantages, that George I. at 
laft found the neceflity of having recourfe to ail his ma- 
ritime forces. 

Commiffaries appointed on both fides, 
had, in vain, begun conferences at Paris, 
which had lafted feveral years; neither par- i 
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ty was difpofed to give ’way.; they were only endea- 
vouring to amufe, and gain time. Perhaps the una- 
voidable rupture would not even then have broken out 
fo foon, if it had not been for the accident which hap- 
16 Dec pene to Lord Albemarle, Ambaffador from 
-“-: London, who died fuddenly in his coach. 
1754 ‘Trifing caufes fometimes influence great 
events: he. was in love with a young girl, called 
Lolotte, fince Countefs of Herouville; his paffion was 
fo violent, that he could not detach himfelf from her, 
and he palliated, as much as he could, the diffatisfac- 
tion he experienced ee his negotiations, from the 
fear of being recalled, and obliged to feparate himfelf 
from the'beloved-obje&t. He had frequently been com- 
miffioned to impart the complaints of his Court to the 
Miniftry at Verfailles, concerning the incroachments 
of the French in Canada; and the circum#ftances which 
give us reafon to conclude that they were as legitimate 
as the preceding complaints, are the ee fatisfac- 
tions he received, by difavowals, reftitution of pri- 
foners, and orders fent to the governors to be more 
circumfpett---the proceeding of the Duke de Mirepoix, 
who, after having often, and very lately, protefted 
that France was not meditating any hoftility, nor any 
infringement of the treaty of Atx-la-Chapelle---ex- 
preffing his aftonifhment and concern at feeing facts 
very contrary to his declaration produced-—fet out 
immediately, as if, he intended to go and reproach 
the Miniftry with the having made him the tmftru- 
ment of their diffinulation---bis return with frefh af- 
{urances of the pacific intentions of the King his maf- 
ter, which he vowed he had from his own mouth--- 
, ina word, the fending of Bufly, one of the 
June 6A clerks for foreign affairs, to Hanover, 
'755* where the King of England then was, in or: 
der to explain matters fil better to his Britannic Mas 
jefty, and to diffipate the ftorm which was gathering 
—all thefe infidious advances would have been un- 
worthy of a great Monarch, if they had not been re- 
lated upon the'certainty of an intended rupture on 
~ °~ of England. It is therefore evident that the 
were the aggreffors in Canada, by a = 
: O 
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of aggrandizement carried on without interruption 
fince the peace. La Galiffoniere had laid the firft 
foundation of it, with that fpirit of cunning and craft 
which was peculiar to him. The cupidity of La Jon- 
quiere had excited him to maintain it, in hopes of the 
advantages of a commerce, without competition, more 
extenfive and more lucrative. Duquefne carried there 
the haughtinefs, which guided all his actions; he 
was flattered with the idea of giving his name to a 
fort erected by ‘himfelf, and openly made ufe of force 
to fupport his enterprize. His ambition was the im- 
mediate caufe of the quarrels in the Old and New 
World. - ¥ 
Befide the fincere defire of Lewis XV. to preferve 
peace, for which he had made fo.many facrifices, 
which he indeed had always been inclined to, but 
which was become ftill more neceflary to him from 
the enjoyment of it, fince tranquillity had plunged 
him again into his natura] inattivity: it would alfo 
have been for the intereft of France to maintain it 
fome years jJonger, that their navy might acquire the 
numbers and ftrength it was in need of. This was the 
fecret motive of their moderation ; which, however, 
did not go fo far as to make them neglect the defence 
and purfuit of their advantages in Canada. 
wenty fhips of war were fitted out 4n the two ports 
of Breft and Rochefort, which being united, fet fail to- 
in two divilions. The firft*, confifting of fix 
ips of the line, and three frigates, all completely 


equipped, 
* LIST OF THE FIRST SQUADRON. 


FIRST DIVIBION. 
M. M. Captains Sh Geass. 


ips. 
de Macnemara, Lieut. Gen - Le Fae deLys 80 
Monatlouet, Commodore _— = - L’ Héros 74 
Beaufremont, Captain - - Le Paluter 74 
Fontais, ditto - - ~ L* Eweillé 64 
Guébriant, ditto . - L Inflexible 64 
Coufage, ditto  - - - binge ‘ 50 
rigates, 
Dubois, Captain > - L’ Amétifie 30 
Mariniere, ditto - La Fleur deLys 30 


Bony, ditto - - , LL? Heroine 44 
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equipped, was commanded by M. de Macnemara, 
Lieutenant-General ; and the fecond ¢, by M. la Motte, 
Commodore, who had under him fourteen fhips of the 
line and two frigates; three of the firft only had their 
proper number of guns on board. T he others, having 
22 guns, were fitted out as fhips of burthen, and had 
on Board them the twelve battalions fent to North 
America, with the Baron de Diefkau. From the very 
beginning,- feveral faults were committed, which it 
is ufeful to reveal for the inftru€tion of pofterity, this 
being the firit duty of an hiftorian. The firft fault 
- was committed by the Miniftry, who, being apprized 
of the orders given in Canada for the conftruétion 
and erection of forts, ought to have made no doubt 
of the refentment of England, when it fhould be 
made acquainted with them, and loft their time in 
negociations to amufe that Power, when it was ne- 
ceflary to act. Accordingly, the Britifh Miniftry, 
having learned by advices from their colonies that 
thofe works were carried on with the greateft vigour, 
even during the winter, adopted the violent fyitem 
which we fhall foon fee break out. ‘The Miniftry 
committed a fecond fault, by fitting out moft ee 

ips 


+ LIST OF THE SECOND SQUADRON. 
SECOND DIVISION, 


AT, M. Captatns Ships. Guns. 
Bois de la Motte, Commodore © JL Estreprenant 74 
Beauffier, Captain =. - Le Défenfeur 74 
Montalais, ditto - Le Dauphin Royal 70 
La Villéon, ditto - - L’ Algonquin 70 
Bouville, ditto - L’ Elpérance 70 
Hocquart, ditto - + « L’ Alcide 64 
Salvert, Commodore - * Le Bizarre 64 
The Chevalier de Cawmont, Captain JL’ Aaif 64 
Choifeul, ditto - - L’ Illeftre 64 
Moeflien, ditto _— L’ OpiniAtre 64 
Lorgeris, ditto . “ Le Lys 64 
Beint Lasare, ditto . Le Latperd ‘60 
Gomain, ditto ° ° L’ Apolton 54 
La Rigaudiere, ditto - L’ Aquiten 44 

7 Frigates. 
go 
<4 


onquiere - - La Syréne - 
in _ 8 - - La Cométe <<: 


De 
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thips of the fquadron of M. Boisde la Motte merely as 
wipe and by retaining in Europe for parade that of 

. de Macnemara, which might at leaft have render- 
ed the real fervice of keeping our rivals in America m 
awe. They flattered faemlelves that by this pro- 
ceeding they fhewed the great defire they had of main- 
taining the peace, in giving no umbrage to the Englifh 
by two formidable armaments, in the midft of the ge- 
neral tranquillity of Europe. But this was divettly 
contradictory to the proud anfwer made by the Duke 
of Mirepoix, who, upon the notification that was given 
him of Bofcawen’s inftruCtions, replied, that sis maffer 
avould confider the firft cannon fired at fea, in a boftile 
snanner, as a declaration of war. 

The General, commiflioned to execute the King’s 
orders at Breft, feemed to fecond the falfe politics of 
Adminiftration, by fuffermg his competitor to get the 
oun over him, in fetting fail eleven days before 
him. ‘This was M. de Macnemara, under whofe com- 
mand was M, Boisdela Motte. He was weak enough 
to fuffer his uneafinefs to be perceived, by making his 
will---by giving orders to difembark all his plate—-by 
announcing that he looked upon the war to be una~ 
voidable---and, in a word, by returning to Breft, and 
pretending ficknefs, to avoid going again to fea. 

Thefe bad meafures taken in Europe, which pro~ 
ceeded from the weaknefs of Government, hurried 
on to greater lengths than they wifhed in America, 
by the sels. Duqueine, pee a fanction to a 
firoke given by England, a {ftroke which Franee - 
taxed with injuftice, perfidy, and the violation of the 
rights of mankind; which rendered that kingdom 
odious to all nations---and was even cenfured by the 
moft honeft men in Great Britain, but which, in fa&, 
was an admirable ftroke in politics, and more efpeci- 
ally juftified by its fuccefs. : 

According to the cuftom of the Britifh Government, 
of not trufting entirely to-mercenary fpies, fome of their 
frigetes had conftantly watched and ‘followed the 
movements of our two {quadrons, fince their de- 
parture from Breft, till the return of M. de Macne- 
mara. The Enghfh, therefore, being certain -of a 

confiderable 
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confiderable fuperiority, perfifted in the hoftile orders 
they had given; and, while the Duke of Mirepoix 
was ftill Bepoastine at London with the Minifters, 
and M. de Buffy at Hanover with the King of Eng- 
land, information was received, that Admiral Bof- 
cawen having met the French fhips /Alcide and ke 
Lys off the Bank of Newfoundland, that were 

10 June, parted from their fquadron; had wanted to 

1755: oblige them to falute the Englifh flag, and, 
upon their refufal, had attacked and taken them, after a 
combat of feveral hours, though one of them was 
only fitted out asa pink. The two brave Captains 
of thefe fhips were Meffrs. Hocquart and de Lor- 
gerie. It was indeed particularly incumbent upon 
them to defend themfelves well, as their. bad ma- 
neuvreing had brought them into this fituation, while 
M. de Montalais, who commanded se Dauphin Royal, 
and had feparated from the fquadron with them, 
had extricated himfelf with more dexterity, and ef- 
caped. 


vo e 


Phis aggreffion, which exhibited little valour, fol- 
lowed even by the capture of 7E/pérance, another fhip 
of the line, would not have been an advantage, great 
- ¢nough to cover the infamy of the proceeding from 
the eyes of the Wnglifh nation, if it had not been ac- 
Novemb, Companied by a more effential one. This 
6M: was a general feizure of all the French trad- 
1755: ing veffels met with at fea *, in what latitude 
foever. Three hundred of them thus fell with afto- 
nifhment into the hands of the Englifht. We have 
before us an exact lift of the fhips taken before the de- 
claration of war, a minifterial piece, in which there 
are fome curious details; the refalt of which is an ef- 
timation of the lofs, valued at 30 millions t, and in 
all, including the crews of three King’s fhips, the ae! 
0) 


* This order had only been given out the 28th of Anguift, af- 
ter a Grand Council holden at London by the Lords Commifiton- 
ers, the King being at that time ia his eleGorate. 

+ Inthe Appendix, No. II. we fhall give a circumftantis} Jift 
of all thefe captares. | 
‘ YT One million two hundred and fifty thonfand pounds fter- 

ing. | 
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of fix thoufand officers, failors, and marines, and at 
leaft of fifteen hundred foldicrs, or troops newly raifed, 
made prifoners ; a damage the moft important, and the 
moft difficult to be repaired. ne 

What was the conduct of France upon this oecafi- 
on? It was the only proper conduct for a Power, 
weak at that time, attacked unawares, wanting time 
to collect its forces, to diftribute them, and, by poft- 
poning its revenge, te meke it more certain. As foon 
as his Majefty was.informed: of the infult offered to his 
flag by Admiral Bofcawen, he took fuch fteps as be- 
came his dignit , recalling ‘his: Ambaffador from Eng- 
land, and his veiniter from Hanover, with orders to 
depart without taking leave, and breaking with a per- 
fidious Cengt, whofe word could not be-depended upon. 
He poured his grief into the bofom of his Catholic 
Majefty, and, by a memorial drawn up without de- 
lay, and fent to the Court of Madrid, reprefented the 
proceedings of the Court of London, before a decla- 
ration of war, as a violation of all the facred con- 
ventions of the rights of nations--as an attempt ca- 
pable of replunging Europe: into a ftate of barbarifm, 
when force was the only law. This artful confidence 
had a fecret political motive in view; that of exciting 
the indignation of Spain, and of infpiring ‘them with 
apprehenfions of heftilities of the like nature---of open- 
ng their eyes to their true intereft, and to the neceflity 

their joining France at this time, when the com- 
bined fleets of the two kingdoms might make head 
againft that’ of -the Englifh, intimidate that Power, 
and reduce it to an equitable difpofition, of which the 
French affeéted to give the example. In fact, the 
King, influenced by his firft refentment, had given or- 
ders to his fquadron, commanded by the Count du. 
Guay, who had succeeded M. de A lieneriare and 
was now at fea, to engage all the Englith fhips of war 
he fhould meet with, to take them, and alfo to feize 
the merchant-men.of that nation, if he fhould be in- 
formed of their having captured any of ours. But 
this Commander, although his conduct, by an agree- 
ment that could not be forefeen, was confiftent with 
the wavering difpofition and difavowals of the Court--- 
Vor. ‘TH. D for 
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-cades, for which the ground was fo favourable, and, 
being defirous of preventing the arrival of a rein- 
forcement expected by the French, he attributed to. pu- 
fillanimity the prudent advice that, was given him, 
thinking that courage and impetuofity, would be fuffici- 
ent to fecure his triumph. It was upon the field of 
battle only, that he difcovered his error.’ Forfaken 
by his own troops, whom he had not. treated with fuf- 
ficient indulgence, he maintained his ground almoft 
alone with his officers, perfuaded that he had no other 
mode of juftifying himfelf to his country, but by a 
y glorious death. ‘ He was killed, and the pa- 
9 Fuly. pers and inftru@tions, which difcovered to 
the enemy the greatnefs of the danger from which 
they were delivered, were found upon hin. The 
rout was fo complete, that the news being carried to 
General Shirley’s camp, intimidated the foldiers, a great 
number of whom deeded: a defection which put it 
out of his power to fulfil the part of the expedition he 
was commiflioned to execute, and which was the rga- 
fon that, notwithftanding the check M. Diefkau receiv- 
ed at the attack of General Johnfon’s camp, where the 
French Commander was alfo killed, the Englifh Gene- 
ral did not dare to avail himfelf of his vittory, by pur- 
tuing the’ enemy, and was fatisfied with remaining up-. 
on the defenfive. But the moft fatal effe& of Brad- 
dock’s defeat, in its confequences, and the influence 
it was to have upon all the operations of the conti- 
nent, was the confirming in their attachment to 
¥rance the Indians allied to that nation, who are the 
neceflary agents in the war, and the difcouraging of 
thofe who were in the intereft of Great Britain. 

The French werg therefore employed in prepara- 
tions,“ calculated to “make the enemy repent of their 
boldnefs, Qunkirk is a port in the channel, which, 
from its fitugtion, has always given them umbrage. 
Tt. wag refolved to reftore it. The Prince of Soubife 
was commiffioned by the King to fee this effe€ted, and 
the.troops under his command were immediately fet to 
work upon it. This was beginning by what they 
fhhotld have ended, otherwife, in café of misfortunes, 
they expoféd theufelves to the greater humiliation of 
being obliged.to cemolifh this port a fecond time. ~ 

) The 
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The navy was the chief objet at this period, and 
was attended to in the firft inftance. Notwithftanding 
the ftate of annihilation which it was reduced at_the- 
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, it feemed now to-be re- 
vived. Unfortunately, there was more fhew than rea- 
lity in this, The following are the expreffions ufed: 
by one of the Miniftry, in an hiftorical memorial, the 
emphatic ftyle.of which rather difplays a {pirit of en- 
thufiafm than of cenfure, = ™ 

““'We reckoned, it is true, fixty-three fhips of the: 
“fine, in the beginning of the year 1755 *, but three 
**of them were condemned as dilabled, three had. 
““Juft been taken, four were upon the ftocks {carcely 

gun, eight of them required a general repair, and. 
“ we were equally in want of wood for the conftruc- 
“tion, as for the refitting of. fhips; we had not ever 
“‘ wherewithal to fit out the remaining forty-five. We 
** had in our ports neither cannon, mafts, ri ing, ma- 
“ terials, nor utenfils neceflary for the fupply of the 
* fhips; the ari be ef the two {quadrons in the 
* fpring had exhaulted us ; and the Britifh goverment, 
“ informed of our fituation better than ourfelyes, coul 
“ not have chofen a more favourable opportunity once 
“more to deftroy: with facility this reviving marine. 
“ Neverthelefs, France has fo many refources, when 
‘* fhe-choofes to exert, and knows how to direét them, 
“that fhe ftands oa in need of a Minifter, ative, 
** intelligent, and. full of energy. Such was the ad- 
** miniftration of M. de Machautt. No fooner are his 
“ orders given, than.-the iron is put in fufion, and a nu- 
‘* merous and complete artillery is prepared without 
delay. Our fore throughout the kingdom 1efound t 
“the fuperb oaks, which conftituted only the orna- 
“ments of thefe forefts, are cut down for a more ufe~ 
** ful purpofe ; the merchandizes of the north, tar, pitch, 
“hemp, and deal, enter our ports in abundance ; 

© fifteen 


tc 
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* We refer this lift to the Appendix No. IV. We thall joia: 
to it the litt of the Englith, Spanthh, and Portuguefe navy, and 
to an account of the forcefof the feveral maritime ftates at this 
time. This may faroifh ub-with ad. opportunity of comparing: 
that with their prefent firuttion. 
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proper to fecure a number of creatures to themfelves. 
he navy, though not half fo frong as that of Eng- 
land—-not having half the nuéwker of poffeflians to 
keep, and to fupport, being befides united to that of 
the India company, which was at that time in a flow 
rifhing ftate—might bring back the glorious days of 
the age of Lewis XIV. and in cafe Spain, whofe inte- 
reft was greatly concerned in joining us, thould be in- 
duced to take this ftep, it was: certain that we fhould 
be able to retaliate upon the Englifh flag all the hu- 
miliations we had previoufly received from them. 
With regard to the war, Count d’Argenfon, who was 
{till in poffeffion of that department, affured the King, 
that his troops, whofe aétivity had been kept up by 
the feveral camps that had been formed during the 
peace, were in good order; that the military difci- 
pline had been ftn&tly attended to, and that they were 
all eager to engage the enemies of his Majefty. In 
Marfhal Saxe the Count had got rid of the perfon 
whom he. moft feared, as being in the way of his am- 
bition, He had juft extended his power, by unitin 
the regulation of the Carabineers, vacant by the déa 
of the Prince of Dombes, and that of the artillery, 
which Count d’Eu had refigned. In aword, the Mo- 
narch being now difgufted at putting bimfelf at the 
head of his army,-Count d’Argenfon flattered himfelf 
that he fhould become more mafter, and more abfolute 
in his department. M. Rowillé, had reafon to con- 
gratulate himfelf, upon feeing his adminiftration for 
foreign affairs marked by an event .of a fingular kind, 
and calculated to confound all the projeéts of Great 
Britain. This Power, gy hcl in the expeCtations 
they had entertained of Maria Therefa---fo1 whom 
they had expended fo much treafure, and lavifhed fo 
great an effufion of blood---were not only refufed by 
that Emprefs the auxiliary troops they had a right ta 
demand from their treaties, but they alfo faw. her en- 
ter into an alliance with France, by the treaty of Ver- 
feilles ; they faw thofe two Courts in an inftant ex- 
tinguifh their reciprocal animofity, after a contention 
of two hundred years. Thus it was that the fyftem 
of policy fuggefted by Cardigal Richelieu, vanifhed, to 
| give 
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give place toa newore. The Marchionefs of Pompa- 
dour, who had not a little contributed to this treaty, ' 
and had in confequence of it received a very flatteting. 
letter from the Emprefs Queen,: was defirous of perpe- 
tuating the memory of this alliance in 2 medallic.chef' 
deuvre. She had it engraved under her own infped-: 
tion, by M. le Guay, the moft famous artift in: that 
way, upee a medallion of agate-onyx, fuperior to a&¥* 
of the fineft monuments of antiquity. She placé& sit? | 
in her cabinet, and ufed to fhew it with a great dtal* 
of. felf-fatisfa€tion’ to - ftrangers, who, from the frivo- 
loufnef& of this monument, judged of the difpofition of 
her who had ordered it. : 

Even the Minifter of finances, for whom this period‘ 
was the moft nice, might forefee a kind of glory in the. 
ingenious opérations he might eontrive, to fupport the 
extraordinary expencess. In his conferences with the 
King, after having laid before him the-ftate of the old 
debts that were to be paid off, given a detail of the 
confiderable mortgages with which the revenues of the 
crown were loaded, and reprefented to him the di- 
minution which commerce and induftry---carried to 
an incredible degree of profperity during a’ few years 
peace---would neceffarily. experience, encouraged his 
Majefty, by adding, “ It will require great exertions 
~~ to fupport the weight of the war. I have calculated 

the ftate of your. finances, they will furnith me with- 

refources for four yeers. If at the end of that time, 
peace be not concluded, the campaigns cannot be 
carried on without laying burthenfome taxes upon 
nek people.” | 
ewis XV. delighted with being able to breathe dur- 
ing four years, went to Madame de Pompadour, and- 
told her, that hé had juf deen ial i Sua a Minif- 
ter, who was the moft honefi man in bis kingdom ; for I 
muff give him that+name, added he, to the perfon wha 
has: probity enough to fpeak with franknefs to his So- 
uereion. 3 | : 

The flownefs of the preparations, neceffitated by the 
circumftances, determined government to perfift in ther 
fyftem of moderation ; and, in order to conceal any de- 
gree of pufillanimity or weaknefs they might fhew, be- 

Ds i fore 
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fore they proceeded to a declaration of war---the 
threats of which could not be put in force immediate- 
D ly, M. Rouillé addreffed to Mr. Fox, Mi- 
a eck  nifter for foreign affairs at London, a.me- 
755* — morial, by which his Majetty, befgre:he. 
gave way to his refentment, demanded fa isfattion of 
the King of England for all the depredgtions that had 
ehcommitted by that Monarch’s,@e¥y, and the refti- 
of feveral fhips, as well of war as merchantmen, 
x from the French, protefting that he would confi- 
Tayenifal as a declaration of hoftilities. | 
Tat Upon the negative anfwer given by Mr. 
13 Jah. Fox, written in French---a circumftance re- 
_ proached to him by his countrymen *---the Englifh 
_who were fettled in France, were ordered to quit the 
‘kingdom. All the fhips belonging to that nation, 
which were in our ports, were feized, and cruifing was 
not only authorized, but encouraged by rewards. The 
jafety of the colonies were fecured by troops and fqua- 
drons fent there; and the more ferious project was 
formed of reducing the ifland of Minorca; while 
George I]. was to be amufed by the threats of invad- 
ing his kingdom, and furprizing his ele€torate. In the 
mean time, ‘till the great views of. our Miniftry could 
be brought,'to bear, they took cate to excite the en- 
thufiafm of the’ nation, by pamphlets written under 
their aufpices, though their fecret influence in thefe 
matters was concealed: thefe pamphlets, appearing to 
he merely the effufions of a patrotic breaft, under the 
mife of plain truth and difinterefted zeal, were the 
eee calculated to lead the mind aftray, and to inflame 
the heart. There was one of thefe mercenary authors, 
making a traffic of their talents, and felling them to 
every purchafir, but little follicitous of obtaining the 
confidence of -pofterity, provided they can fecure that 
af their contemporaries in office, who courted the ho- 
nour of pens the appointed hireling of Government 
for that employment. He undertook a_ periodical 
work t, in which he defcribed the Englifh not only as 
oo | _perjured, 








— ¥* See Hiftory of the War in 1756. 
fT LObervatenr Hollands, par M. Moreau, 
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pérjured, as-violatonmel aie Fight of nations, but as pi- 


rates, corfairs, andheawirdpephagi. His: defcriptions, 
which are full of é, gad animated with a noble: 
warmth of ftile, excled &meng a great number of read- 

ers, not well verfed in thefe molest difquifitions, a 

ftrong indignation, The inveterate hatred againft thefe - 
perpetual ‘rivals, which had been only flackened, was 

revived ; and fo great was the fury, that every one was 

defirous of exerting againft them all thofe cruelties and 

horrors imputed to them by this eloquent preacher. 

The people, foon led on by their paffions, made a vo- 

lantary offer of their purfes, and were eager to facrifice 

their lives in a quarrel begun at the diftance of two 

thoufand leagues, concerning fome. favage territories 

and rocks, which otherwife would have interefted them 

very little :- they: would neither have comprehended 

the advantage, nor. the. purpofe, mor the neceffity of . 
fuch poffeffions.. | . 

The eclat. which M. de Bouvillé made at London, -. 
and with. which all ‘the papers at that time were filled, 
had ftill agreater effect. He was Captain of the thip 
L’Efpirance, taken the November mas da pterced. for - 
fixty-fowr: guns,. but only fitted out‘ata pink, having 
no more than 400 men-on board, and-twenty pieces of 
cannon of all fizes, two of which only were four-and-~ 
twenty peunders. Being attacked by the Oxford of 
"© guns, and near 600 men, this brave officer had de- . 
fended -himfelf like a lion for upwards of four hours - 
within piftol-fhrot, had made the enemy come up twice, 
being fcarce able to fupport his broadfide, and had not 
ftricken- his flag till ‘he was furrounded by four of the 
enemy’s veffels, which-arrived during the action. The 
inrpoffibility the: Englifh found of bringing their prize 
fate té port; the neceflity they. were under of blow- 
ing her up in the middle of. the fea, after having haf 
tily withdrawn the crew:;. the retarn of the Oxford to 
Plymouth, taking in fo.much water, that, immediately 
upon her arrival, they were obliged to put her into | 
dock ; were fo many glorious faéts which depofed in | 
favour of the nation and- the Captain: they wiped off, 
in a miraculous manner, the ftain of ignorance, and bad 
manceuyering, which had. been. fixed upon Captain 

: Bouville 
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Bouville in the fquadron of. M. Bois de la Motte; and 
the hiftory of the navy firnifhed’no inftance of fo vi- 
orous defence. M. Bouvile, when he arrived in Eng- 
and,. preferved in captivity the fame ep ran re he. 
had fhewn in action: he would not avail himfelf-of the 
liberty that was given him to withdraw. He pretend- 
ed that he had been taken by pirates; and offered with 
hauzhtinefs to pay his ranfom. He diftributed among 
the French prifoners 6,000 livres*, which had been 
tent him by the Keeper of the Seals. | 
Several other actions, in which officers of the Royal 
navy fignalized themfelves at their’ {etting out, were 
publifhed with all the oftentatious colouring of pane- 
gywic, which at the fame time that it infpired the high- 
eft idea of that part of the fervice, maintained the 
public confidence... At Martinico, upon the arrival of 
a fmall: French fquadron, under the command of M. ' 
d’Aubigny f, the Warwick, an Englith fhip of fifty-fix 
guns, was carried off in triumph. She had been fur- 
prifed at the landing place by the 4talente frigate of 
thirty-four guns. M. Duchaftaulet, the Commander, a@ 
young Captain, perfcétly mafter of his profedlion, ar- 
dent and impatient to fignalize himfelf, ventured to at- 
tack her. The furprize of Captain Shuldham (the 
name of the Englith officer) who did not expeét to 
have been difcovered, increafed by feemg a feventy- 
four gun fhip and another frigate of thirty, threw hie 
crew into fuch confufton, that, though he had given 
proofs of. his bravery an other occafions, be defend- 
ed himfelf very ill. In this ation, not only the cou- 
rage and fkilful conduét: of M. Duchaffault were ad- 
mired, but alfo the generofity and coolnefs of the Com- 
manding officer, who, not thinking his affiftance necefla- 
ry, remained a quiet fpeCtator of the euge ement, that 
he might not deprive him of any part of the honour of 
fo fignat a victory, calculated to give an example, and 
%o excite emulation among his comredes. = 
At 


® Two hundred and fifty pounds. 

+ It confilted of the Pr of 74 gunk, tommanded by M. 
d’Aubigny, Captain, and the frigates ftalante of 34, by M. 
Dachaffault, Captain; andthe Zeptir of 30, by M, de le Touche 
Treville, Lieutenant, 
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_ At the fame inftant, algott, when this intelligenge 
arrived---which, like every ae that comes fromsdi 
tant parts, might be fufpected of exaggeration-«sikgge . 
happened juft off Rochefort, and in fome meafurgigigiie: 
in fight from the land, an a¢tion, where the consimehts 
were more upon an equality *, but their exertions not 
lefs brilliant. “The Aguilon, commanded by Captain de 
Maureville, and the Fidelle by M. de Lizardais, on their 
return, after having convoyed two tranfport fhips, fell 
in with an Englifh man of war and a frigate; they at~ 
tacked each other with fo much warmth on both fides, 
that the engagement lafted feveral. hours, and till lace 
in the night: they did not part ti mutual fatigue, ina- 
bility, and the want of light, forced them to fone rate. 
M. de Maureville loft an arm by the firft broadfide ; 
as foon as he was drefled, he attempted to return to 
the quarter-deck, but finding it impoffible, he cried 
out, Courage, my lads, fire away, no firiking. .The 
Aquilon had fired ti00 twelve pounders at leaft; her 
port-holes were..all deftioyed, as appears by the jour- 
nals. What renders the gallantry of thefe illuftrious 
feamen infinitely more refpettable, is, that they fpeak 
in the, higheft terms of the bravery of their enemies, 
They report, that the Colcheffer, having exhaufted 
all her ammunition, charged her guns at lafl with 
porns and ferks, and that they never faw a fhip more 
attered, : 

Thefe exploits of particular officers, worthy to be 
ranked with thofe. of our navy, when in its greatett 
luftre 





¥ avtu * 
ada | 


* As our impartiality obliges us to be fcrupuloufly exact m 
matters of facteewhich, through national vanity, are ‘Ima al- 
ba ti mifreprefested on one, fide or other—we fhall {tate the refs 
pective force of the conibatents upon the authority of their ows 
sccouuts. oon 

‘The Raglith thips were the Calcheffer of 50 guns and 300 men, 
Captain O'Brien, and the Lyme frigate of 20 guns and 240 men, 
commanded by Captain Vernon. The largeft of our frigates care 
ried 24 twelve and 24 frx pounders, ‘with 330 mien: the other 
carried 26 etght aders and 24¢ men. The Englitth man of 
war hed 22 ai 7 1-half pounders; the . of the frie 
gate were eleven pounders. [It appears by this ftate, that:we bad 
936 men more thanthe Eagith, t 
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te under Lewis XIV. were only the prelude to 
tts of more importance. “After having impofed 
Mithe Englith for a confiderable time by different. 
He by armaments begun, latd afide, and taken up 
agama“at Toulon; at length a fquadron, under: the 
command of Lieutenant General the Marquis de. la. 
Galliffoniere, fet fail, on the 12th of*April; from the 
Iflands of Hieres for Minorca. It was compofed of 
twelve men of war, five frigates, fix armed ffoops, 
‘and one hundred and fixty-eight tranfport:veffeéls, on 
board. 6f ‘which were 12,000 troops, commanded by 
Marfhal Richelieu, who had under. him- Biewtenant 
Generals the Count dé Maillebois and*the Marquis du 
Mefnil. This force arrived: at its: deftination on the 
17th, the army was landed without oppofition, on the 
19th it entered Ciudadella, and marching’ from thence 
to Mahon, found that place abandoned by the ene- 
my.‘ They had affembleéd their wholé force at Fort St. 
Philip ;. which the nature of its fituation affifted by art, 
and millions confecrated to the purpofe, “bad rendered 
impregnable, accordiag to-the opinion at‘London. The 
approaches, however, were made; the 'firft fhot fired 
on the 8th of May; and on the 28th of June, fix weeks 
after, the fortrefs capitulated. 

Several circumftances concurred ‘to favour‘ this glo- 
rious event. The firft'was, the uncertainty the Bi 
tifh Miniftry were in with refpec&t to the object of 
this firft effort. of France. Nétwithftapding the. re- 
peated advices they received from allparts of the de- 
fign to invade Minorca, they were not convinced, even 
at the time when M. de Galiffoniere was ready to fail. 
The King of England on the 23d of March, acquaint- 
ed the Houfe of Commons, that. he -had information 
of an invafion intended..by France againft his king- 
doms, but did not hint the moft diftant fufpicion of 
that which was really on the poifit of, béing-<arried into 
execution. _ eeaeitnct icin 
_. Hence. arofe a.delay in fitting out,ané difpatching in 

_ proper time a fquadron capable either of. Pyne the 
 difembarkation on the ifland of Minorca, and: reinforc- 
ing it’ with officers, men, ampnunition, and plese 
“or,“of engaging the French fquadton with" ee 

m4, i a ore, 
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force, in cafe the difembarkation fhould be already ef-. 
“feéted. Even fo late as when the preparations began’ 
to be made for fending fuccours to the Mediterranean, 
the Court of London, as may be feen by the:.in- 
ftructions given to Admiral Byng, was fill in doubt 
concerning the deftination of the; armament ‘at Tou- 
Jon; which, it was ftated, might probably be intended, 
for North America. The inftruliohs themfelves were 
vague and-conditional, formed upon miftakes and in- 
confiflencies ; the only pefitive order “thes contained, 
was that of putting ta:dexswith all expadijan: In 
other refpects, they weretpes ie iepend ion: ' 
ae of circumftances,. “aite'o 7 gargs mbar- 
raffment and perplexity, to: raifeaiee y' kind, 
and fuch as could not be got rid of. but. by a Com- 
mander of great experience, and determint.zefolution, 
and not lefs capable of a fudden than of a 41m deci- 
fion. It was, therefore, being guilty of a fecond 
fault, to appoiat for this expedition a young Admiral, 
who, to ufe the words of an hiftorian of his own coun- — 
try, writing in his defence *, was a man of learning, 
but never bad feen any confiderable fervice as.a Com- 
mander in Chief. At Paris, it is well remembered,‘ .. 
when his appointment came to be known, ‘this, and evén.- 
a worfe idea, prevailed of him, for even his courage was’ 
called in qué§ien ; he wes fpoken of in terms of the ut- 
moft contempt and indelicacy ; and the choice of him 
was matter of general congratulation.. 

Some requifitions of: a doubtful import, addreffed to 
Mr. Fowke, Goyernor of Gibraltar, ‘refpeéting a rein- 
forcement he was to furnifh- to Admiral Byng, are an 
additional proof of the diforder of mind. under which 
the Miniftry laboured,--and. clearly evince, that.to this 
caufe more thag to any other; the. lofs of Mahon-is. 
to be imputed. %:Their negligence in providing for:. 
the defence of the: place had beer fo great, that they’ 
had left it, at this very critical conjuncture, in the 
hands of an old man, fourfcore years of age, without 

even 










* See the Hiftory of the War of 1756, already referred to fe= 
veral times, . 
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even a Colonel ready to take the command, in cafe of~ 
any accident happening to him; without any officer of 
rank between hrm and a Lieutenant-Colonel; and, 
when the citadel was invefted, the Captains and Subal-~ 
tern Officers were abfent. - - 7 
Notwithftanding af thefe charges, which juftly fall 
upon the Britith Mmiftry--whole ina@ivity and indo- 
lence are not to be conceived~-we fhould yet have 
been baffled, if the meafures taken by them, after they 
were fully: ; pr st of. our defign, had not been fo idl 














perfogs employed to execute their 
Mommitting egommous blunders. 
? Bats pt no, Confequencé---for we com-. 
mitted-biyisders too j-and, above ali, if the good for- 
tune of Marfhal Richelieu had not fmoothed every diffi- 
culty before him, fo as to meke hinr triumphant at the 
very moment when he expected it the leaft, and began 
to defpair of fuccefs. | 
Admiral Byng failed from England the 6th of 
April, was detained at cages calms and contrary 
winds, and did not arrive at Grotaltar till the ad of 
May. It was the 8th before he could fail again from 
that port; and, the wind fill proving unfavourable, 
he did not asrive off Minorca before the 19th: to 
this time there was no compleint again bim ; but 
here, according to the depolitions of ae, witneffes 
taken at his trial,, commences a feries of charges, 
the refult of which is, that he did not, on thet day, 
ufe all the means in his power to avail. himfelf of the 
opportunity to. throw fuccours into the place, be- | 
fore the arrival of the enemy’s fleet ;---that on the 
next day, when in fight of that fleet, he did not do 
all that was to be expetted of an able and expe- 
rienced Officer, to bring it to ation ;-—gnd laftly, thar 
having been roughly handled, without bemg. beat, he 
returnegto Gibraltar, though be méght dave. repair- 
ed his come kept the fea, and made a Jaft effort 
to accomplif the. principal object of this commiffion, 
that of conveying Officers and Engineers, at leaft, into 
the port of St. Philip, if it were impoffible for him 
te land large bodies of troops.. Upoa the proof of 
thefe charges he was ‘condemned, asd underwent a 
a. fentence,: 












od 
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fentence, rigorous indeed, but yet juft, whatever may 
have been faid of it, inafmuch as it was ftri€tly conform- 
able to the law, | i 
The fault of M. deta Galiffoniere was that which 
almoft ail Frenchmen are guilty of in naval.comarands, 
the faffering his enemy to get the bier a of him, 
-which prevented his purfuing him with fuch advantage 
as the defeat would otherwife have given him. He laid 
himfelf by this means under the neceflity of not rifquing 
a purfuit, becaufe he might poflibly have afforded Ad- 
miral Byng an opportunity of flipping by him; and 
the effential obje€t;of his operations was te block up 
the port. His fine line of battle however, was greatly 
admired, although he was to leeward during the whole 
aftion. - | 
Various eccouats having been given of the refpeftive 
force of thefe fqmadrons, we think it neceflary to ob- 
erve, that they were nearly equal; for if the enemy 
had 52 guns and a1o men more than we, the ftronget 
make of our fhips, the weight of metal, and the oppor- 
tunity of refrefhing and relieving our crews, more than 
balanced that advantage. | 4 
Notwithftanding this avowal, which is due to hiftori- 
cal veracity, it is no lefs true, that if the failure of 
Admiral Byag was aggravated by the fatal confequences 
which it gave birth to, the vittory of M. de la Ga- 
liffoniere, moderate as it was in itfelf, ought, from the 
importance of the fervice, to have appeared great in 
the eyes of the nation; and, without doubt, he would 
have fhared in the triamph of Marfhal Richelieu, and 
the acclamations of the capital, if the laurelled ho- 
nours of his brow could have prote&ed him from the 
ftroke of death: he died on the road, near Fontain- 
bleau, where the Court was at that time. In him 
France loft her beft Sea Officer. He had much know- 
ledge, which is.very uncommon in that line; and his 
courage was opt impaired by its on the contrary, it 
was improved, ¥ acquirifg a rational foundation. His 
abilities were equally adapted to,attion, council, and 
adminiftration. We have feen him Governor of Ca- 
nada, where he fowed the firft feeds of that penleuly 
| whi 
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which afterwards grew up in our ‘neighbours, by fug- 
gefting to the Miniftry thofe vaft ideas of extenfive do- 
minion, which were realized by his fucceffors. Hé was 
afterwards appointed commiffary, in conjunction with 
M. de Silhouette, upon the bufinefs of the limits of 
Acadia, to countera& the Englifh: commiflaries ; whofe 
reafonings he totally difconcerted by the fubtlety 
of his arguments. In a word, he was the fitft in 
this war who. humbled the Britifh flag; and unfortu- 
nately, it muft be added, he was the laft. After the 
engagement off Minorca, the French fcarce experi- 
ericed any thing by fea but loffes, and what is worfe, 
fhame and difgrace.. 

- Notwithftanding the confternation which the befieg- 
ed, whofe whole dependence now lay on a feeble gar- 
rifon, might naturally be expected to be thrown into by 
the defeat of their Admiral, they did not yet defpair, 
and in this they derived no fmall affiftance from us. 
The careleffnefs with which Marfhal Richelieu had be- 
gun the attacks—where people of the profeffion charg- 
ed - him with effential omiffions--was the caufe that the 

land operations for the fiege were but little advanced. 
From this circumffance accidents had happened, fuch 
as mizht have been forefeen, and could not be repaired 
without much trouble, care, and lofs of time. Diftem- 
pers had got among the army, and the General had, 
in confequence, been obliged to order all the fruit-trees 
in the environs to be deftroyed ; but there was no re- 
medy againft the heat Which began to be intolerable, 
the expedition. having taken place too late in the feafon. 
The ammunition,which they had ufelefsly lavifhed away, 
began to fail; and it became neceffary to difpatch from 
Toulon and Marfeilles continual fupplies of men, pow- 
der, balls, bombs, cannon, &c. which they were oblig- 
ed to fend for from Stratbourg, fo HI had their precau- 
tions been taken! At length the advances were {9 flow, 
that the Court determined to order Merde Vattiere, a 
celebrated officer of ‘artillery, to Mitioréé;" and he was 
no fooner fet out, than he learned that-his prefence 
was unneceflary. 
While thefe things were paffing, the rafhnefs of the 
Marthal fuggefted to him a refolution not lefs wild than 
-_ his 
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his preceding cendu& had been, and yet, being found- 
ed on the known aataer of the nation, it was the on- 
ly chance of fuccefs.. : Ab s was, to abandon all the 
regular attacks which: bh pap: Reetm, to advance up~ 
on the open ground, and to aflay,at once all the out- 
works, by which the body of the place was defended. 
By a fortunate coincidence of events, the fecond in 
command, whofe name was Jeffrys, and who, on ac- 
count of the great age of the Governar, had the entire 
management of the defence, defigned that very night 
to carry off a party of our people, that for fome days 
had been ordered up to fire upon the befieged, by way 
of exercifing them, making them acquainted with the ~ 
avenues of the advanced. works;.and efpecially in or- 
der to make the enemy lefs attentive to our motions, 
whenever aa! fhould be more feridus. Jeffrys was 
overpowered by the ardor of our troops, and taken in 
his own {nare. 
Soon after this, and in defiance of the terrible fire of 
the befieged, they leaped into the ditches, which were 
17 feet in depth, and fixed their fcaling-ladders, which 
were but ten feetlong. This inconvenience did not in- 
timidate the grenadiers; mounted on each others 
fhoulders, they fcaled the rock, and pofted themfelves 
on the fmmit. An aé& fo wonderfully daring aftonifh- 
ed the garrifon, and the old Governor, to fuch a de- 
gree, that, notwithftanding the little lofs they had fuf- 
tained *, and the good condition of the troops, which 
were not in the leaft harraffed, and were plentifully 
fupplied with every thing they wanted ;---notwithftand- 
Ing the condition of the fortrefs itfelf, which was 
equally good, and capable of holding out a confidera- 
ble time ‘particularly as the befiegers had nothing in 
readinefs for this new mode of attack ;---notwithftand- 
ing the probability of fuccours arriving from Gibraltar, 
with the returntef the fquadron in: greater force—the 
council of war.cefplved to capitulate. | 





Marthal Ricksthea thought himfelf perfeétly happy 
in receiving. fuch a propofal, and granted the enemy 
a the 


‘* The lofs of the Englifh did not amount to more than three 
officers killed, and five wounded, and feventy-one private killed, 
and three. hundred and twenty-fix wounded. | 
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the moft ‘honourable terms. Upon entering fort St. 
Phillip ; feeing the immenfe queatity of provifions and 
ammunition which it coatained; the garrifon, free froin 
fatigues, repofing in fuperb,cafemates with the fame 
fecurity as if they had not bese befieged:; the: fortrefs 
dug in the body of a rock, cimhon proof ;. ditches of 
an enormous depth, and mines in great number and 
vatt extent, fuffcient to {wallow up. whole battalions ; 
the French were terrified at the dangers: they had in- 
curred: ‘their fatigues. and loffes appeared as nothing 
in comparifon with their triumph ; they fcarce dared 
to believe it. A-clear proof. how:much courage raifes 
a man above himfelf, and, what extraordinary efforts it 
makes him capable .of in the ‘face of danger, is, that 
when the General. wanted. the troops to: repeat their 
bold enterprife, they never could atchiftve it in cold 
blood ;. they were amazed and confounded, themfelves, at 
the prodigies they had accomplifhed in the Inft action of 
the fiege, one of the moft‘gtorious that ever occurred. 

- We mult not.omit one anecdote, which does asmuch 
honour to the Marfhal, who could conceive fo fublime 
R thought, as to: the foldiers, who were capable of 
fecling it.. "This was, when he found he could not re- 
ftrain the drunkenneds of the troops. by any feverities, 
he caufed proclamation to be made, that whoever 
fhould be and in a flate of intoxication, fhould not 
be fulfered to mount the trenches. This fort of difgrace 
was more formidabte to tltem than the common punith- 
ments, and never did the pulpit make fo many or fuch 
fadden conyerts.; fobriety became a fafhionable virtue. 

It was not tifl after this. fiege was begun, and in 
fome degree of forwardnefs, that the King of England 
thought proper to declare war. It feeined as if he 
wanted to perfuade the other powers of Europe; that 
he was forced to this meafure by fuch a violent aggref- 
fion on the part of France. In fatt, General Blakeney, 
Governor of Fort-St. Philip, in purfyance, no doubt, 
of inftructions he had teceived from home, had writ- 
ten to Marthal Richelieu, - at his landing upon the 
ifland, to inquire what ‘his intentions were, Ceing igno- 
rant, as he faid, of any rupture between his Mafter and 
that of bis Excellency, The Marfhal, who underftoad 
raillety replied, that be bad only landed bis army. there, 


to 
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te at. in the fame manner with refped to the Englifh ter- 
ritories, asthe fbips of bis Britannic Majefly bad adled 
with refped to thofe of the King of France. 

‘The Court of Verfailles having perfifted to this pe- 
riod inthe fame. profefiont of peace, did not make any 
declaration of war till ¢fter that of the court of Lon- 
don. The principal motive for this conduct was, to 
free the Dutch from fome diffculties, they would other- 
wife have lam under. Upon the firft motions made by 
the French, England had demanded of the ‘Republic 
the fuccours ftipulated by treaty, to be fupplied when- 
ever that kingdom fhonld-be threatened with an inva- 
fion. But. Count d’Affry, the Miniftry of France to 
the States General, reprefented to them, that they 
were under no obligation to furnith thefe {uccours, but 
for the purpofe of-enabling England to aét upon. the 
defenfive ; that, on the contrary, fhe was in this in- 
flance the aggreffor, and the King his mafter was there- 
fore entitled to require the performance of covenants 
entered into between him and the Republic; that, for 
the prefent, however, he had no other intention, but 
to.infift upon a perfect neutrality. The Count, by. bis, 
addrefs, gained fuch an influence over their delibera- 
tions, that this poiat was.catried.- In confequence of 
which, he foon after itformed them, that the French 
troops would not be fuffered to make any incurfions 
into the territories of the Republic; and he likewife 
renewed the promife of neutrality, concluded a few 
days before with the Queen of Hungary, for the Auf- 
trian Netherlands. : 

The taking of Mahon was a thunder-ftroke upon 
England. On the contrary, it threw Paris. into. the. 
moft violent rejoicings. The hero of the conqueft was 
celebrated in every poilible way ; the people gave 
themfelves up to an indecent and extravagant mirth ; 
and, in the general madnefs, the Government had. gi- 
ven its fanétion toa fong, which, being intended. to 
fung at the Gumédie. Frangoife, that is, on the national 
flage---an, intentiqn by ‘no means befitting its modera- 
tion, gravity, or forefight—-might have produced ef- 
_ feds, that could not afterwards have been remedied. 

This reflection occutred in time ;. the waudewille was 


fuppreft, 
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fuppreft, and confined to the cabinets of the curious. 
Jt is too entertaining and too hiftorical not to deferve 
a place among the pieces felected to throw light upon 

our narrative *. | 
The exertions ufed at“Msulon to fit out the fqua- 
dron of M.:de la Galiffoniere, did not flacken thofe at 
the other: ports. Befides, the fquadron under M. 
d’Aubigny, who was ftationed at Martinico, and, not- 
withftanding his weaknefs preferved the Windward Ii- 
lands from all apprehenfion of danger; another of 
greater force ¢, commanded by M. Perier, afferted the 
honour of our Crown at St. Domingo, and protected 
the Leward Iflands. A fourth, at the head of which 
was M. Beauffier {, had failed for Canada, with troops, 
officers, and the Marquis de Montcalm, who.'was to 
fucceed M. Diefkau. To conclude, the Marquis de 
Conflans, who continued in Breft-road, with twelve 
fhips of the line §, which it was ‘given out, were to be 
increafed 


* This fong thall be inferted in the Appendix, No. V. 
+ It had fet out at the end of February, and confifted of the 
following fhips : 


Guns. Captains Meff. 
La Couragenx — 74 — Perier, Commodore 
La Protés w~ 64 — Roquefeuilt, Captain 
L’ Ampbien = 50 «= ' De Vienne, ditto 
L'Aigle | w= 50 — St. Allouarn, ditto 
La Flesr de Lys ~~ 30 -—— Marniere, Lieutenant 
I’ Emeraude we 28 == Treoudal, ditto 


ft It fet out the beginning of April, and confiited of three 
thips fitted out as pinks, and three frigates, namely : 

Le Héres; of 74 guat, mounting only 46, M. Beauffier, Port 
Captain 

L'lilufire, of 64 guns, mounting 36, M. Montalais, Captain 

Lé Leopard, of 60, mounting 26, M. Germain, Port Licute- 

nant 4 : 
La Licorne, of 30, M. We Rigaudiere, Lieutenant - 
La Saavage, of 30, M,de Tourville, ditta 
_ La’ Syrene, of 30, M. Brugnon, ditto 


§ This {quadron confifted’of the following fhips : 
Le Soleil Royal, of 8oguns, M. de Conflans, Licuten ant Gene- 


ral. ; ‘ 
Le T: sorte of 80, the Chevalier de Beaufremont, Commo- 
ore. 


Le Defenjeur, of 74, M. de Bienac, ‘Captain. ¢ 
é 
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increafed to twenty, gave the Englifh much uneafinefs, 
and tbliged them to keep their whole force at home, for 
fear they fhould have occafion for it to oppofe a 
defcent : analarm, which, even alfowing it to be without 
foundation, they . could:-net but attend to, becaufe 
3 might be realized by any neglect. of neceffary de- 
ence. | : 

France, by a wife diftribution of her forces, though 
much inferior, and the mafterly plans of Adminiftra- 
tion, was fuccefsful this year, not only in Europe, but 
in every quarter of the world, both in defeating the 
projects of her enemies, and in gaining confiderable 
advantages over them. For at the fame time that ‘the 
ifland of Minorca was taken, in Europe, the natives of 
India, inftigated and conduaed by the fortunate Buffy, 
drove the-Englifh from Calcutta, Fort William, and 
all’ the fettlements they had on the coaft of Bengal. 
They loft by this expedition above 50 millions in fpecie, 
befide the great adwantage that accrued to them from 
their trade on the banks of the Ganges. In Canada, 
we had. made ourfelves mafters of Fort Bull, where 
they had formed confiderable magazines of provifions 
and ftores, for the purpofe of befieging* Niagara and 
Frontenace | *% 

The firft fuccefs which was neceflary to our defence, 
was foon followed by vigorous attacks, after the arri- 
val of the Marquis de Montcalm, and the reinforcement 


he 


La Saperbe, of 70,.M. d’Ache, ditto 
La Sphinx, of 64, M: deCoufage, ditto. 
Le ie Ses of 64, M. de Chateloyer, ditto — - 
L' Apollon, of 50, LeChevdiier de Rohan, ditto. . 
DIVISION or ROCHEFORT. 
Le Dauphin Royal, of 7o guns, M. du-Verger, Captain - 
Le walk, of 70, le Chevalier de'Matnemara, ditto 
La Capricienx, of 64, M. Defgeuctes, ditto. 
| L’Eueilld, of 64, M. de Merville, ditto; 
| L'Inflekible, of 64, M. Tilly, ditto... 
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La Brune, of 30 guna, M. de St. Lazare, Captain 
La lends: af o, M. de Trederne, ditto 


LD’ Amt ibifie, o 30, M, d’Herly, Lieutenant 
La Cimbte, of 30, Ma. Bo-Buine-Vidoret, ditto 
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he: brought with-him. Chouaquem or Ofwegoy® 

ro, and Fort George,’ were taken; the advente 

2 ae of M. Lala Sl atobedc who, at the head-of 
body of Canadiéns,9 ‘over @ river to cut off the 

communication of the’ forts, decided the conqueft:;. the 

refult of which was, teraing againft the enemy: all the 

ammunition they had colleéted, at a great vhs 

which romplesely difconcerted: their plan oF operati ons 

fer the ref of the campaign. 

The: French met but with one difafter, which Bike 
the capture of the Arc-en-ciel, a man of war of 56 
guns, commanded by M. de Bel an, carrying men 
ead flores to Louifbourg. He felf in: with a {quadron 
af the enemy, which was cruifing of that ifland, be- 
fore he had accomplifhed his commiffion, and was 
obliged to fubmit to a fuperior force. But ‘the feeds 
of thofe misfortunes, which followed, were eeee 
-perceived, in the profeffional fpirit.of the Royal nav 
ready to break out, and produce its ufual ill ‘confe- 
queaces, whenever i it was-freed from the reftraint of a 
firm and refpe€ted: Minifter. It was: this infernal pro- 
fefftonal {pirit, that deprived M. Beauffier, before 
Cape Breton, not of his own glory, but of that-‘he 
sce have tralia for Ge French flag, if he bad 

repeily fupported. Engaged fin tween two 
Englily dips, Ss Sbliped to. fight ihe feven hours, 
in fight of the /élufire a fhip of his own fquédron, of 
64 guns, which, having been becalmed by ill manage- 
ment, made none of thofe efforts which are ufed in 
like cafes, to come up with the: Commander in Chief. 
The Captin of. this’ fitp: was: Mi de’ Montalais, of 
whom we lave already made, honourable mention, but 
who on this occafion forfeited his character. He was 
fo much, the. more.culpable, as he was known to be-a 
fkilful and brave.feaman,; and therefore, that which. in 
another would be. ithputiéd t0° cowardice or: nce, 
was in him placed’to the fepre of envy: flier, 
though of a family engaged ‘in Port employments for a 
century paft, | was ya regarded b the: cera 
of the navy “as a mamof mean irehi: des 
* oF 


eee. A 

* It is to be obferved, Rien hee ice Pam sae 
the others, are not confidered by them as ile part of a 
gran 
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a Port Captain, neither his exalted capacity, nor his 
exatt and intimate knowledge of the fervice,:could abo- 
lith that ftain in the res of thefe Gentlemen, in 
whofe opinion birth is the firft- qualification. - Even 
his abilities enhanced his crime, in their eyes; becaufe, 
being for that reafon bighly in fayour with M. Ma- 
chault, he became fo much the more the object of 
their. jealoufy,. as they were apprehenfive of feeing 
him foon promoted to the rank of a General Officer, 
The campaign of 1755, had done him great honour ; 
he commanded the Defenfeur in M. de Salvert’s fqua- 
dron, andgSiieern countenance he maintained had 
kept at .aveiance the Englith ie: which chafed 
them on their departure from Louifbourgh: the 
-ipsiagas of this aciou*might- have procured him a 







uch -was the private motive of M.de Montalais’ 
condu@. M. de la Rigaudiere, Commander of the 
Licorne frigate, not able to refift this. mean jealoufy, 
behaved himielf equally ill, and did not obey the 
chafing fignal, under pretence of the fame treacherous 
calm. What proved the futility of this pretence, was, 
that M. de Breugnon, Captain of the Syrene, defpifing 
fuch fentiments, found wind enough to obey the fig- 
nal, and with true magnanimity, sapey: his vanity 
to his duty, paffed by a brig which his frigate might 
eafily have taken, and boldly bore down to the two 
large thips, galling, and embarrafling their movements, 
by which he gave the Heres time to recover. That 
fhip, though fhe had 80 of her hands killed or wound- 
ed, and her rigging cut all to pieces, yet kept up a 
fire {uperior to that of both the fhips of the enemy, 
and, the wind fpringing up, the affailants quitted her 
and dheered off. . 

A ftronger proof ftill, than any argument, of the 
mifconduct of the Jilufire and the Licorne, is, that 
when the failors of thoie two fhige went. on board the 
Heres to ie affiftance, the crew of-the latter ex- 

Vor. Il. . ES prefied 


grand corps ; becaufe they are not obliged to Ayia of 
Nobility, are not chofen from the company of Maring Guards, 
and f rife but by their merit. | 
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preffed their refentment by reproaches, invectives, and 
even the moft. humiliating abufe; that, upon their 
return to Loutbourgh, the inhabitants loaded with 
praifes the people of the difabled Aeros, and ridiculed 
the nice, unraftied drefs of the J/uffre and Licorne ; 
and finally, that M. de la Rigaudiere, to avoid fo dif- 
graceful a comparifon, left his fquadron, under favour 
of a fog, and chofe to run the rifque of another 
crime, by returning direétly to France. .. _ 

This pride, fo interwoven with ‘the effence-of the. 
Royal navy, has been the caufe, that they have al-— 
ways held the moft ufeful and mof table of : 
their employments to be unworthy of them, that is, . 
protecting commerce, and convoying fleets. This 
part of the fervice, which is attended with leaft ho- 
nour, is infinitely more difficult than many brilliant 
actions ; it requires a deep knowledge of the {cience, »,, 
@ continued vigilance, an unremitting feverity, a zeal - 
capable of facrificing every thing to the object of its 
duty ; qualities, not one of which is often to be 
found among thefe Gentlemen. They might perhaps 
have acquired them, #f the Keeper of the Seals had 
remained’ in.place, and had had leifure to punifh ig- 
norance or ill intentions. M. Chauvreau, Captain of 
the Hermione of 26 guns, and M. Mefchin, command- 
ing the Friponne, of 24 guns, convoying a fleet of 
fmall fhips from Bourdeaux, deferved to have been 
made an example of. Having been informed at fome 
dixtance from the port, that a fmall frigate and two 
privateers had been feen on the watch, and -that 
they might eafily take them, thefe officers not-only 
negletted to look after them, but leaving their little 
fleet out at fea, moored themfelves at night under 
the cannon of the Ifle of Aix, and, after having taken 
care of themfelves, left the reft to chance: in confe- 
quence of this, the enemy took a confiderable number 
of the barks ; whitch produced warm reprefentations 
from the Chambers of Commerce at Nantz,.Bourdeaux, 
and Rochelle, who were interefted in the matter. 
They complained no lefs' of M. d’Aubigny, who, by 
his inattention to the Martinico fleet under his care, 
fuffered it to be difperfed. Part of it, valued at five 

nifflions, 
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millions *, fell into the hands of the Englifh, and ano- 
ther part was forced to take fhelter in neutral. ports. 
At laft, upon the return of M. Perier, it was difco- 
véted, that the campaign had by no means beena gio- 
rious‘one ; feveral capital mifdemeanours were impu- 
ted to him, fuch as not having availed himfelf of the 
fuperiority of his force over that of the Englifh, and 
not having deftroyed them in the latitude of St. Do- 
mingo ; af having traded in the colony, with extor- 
tiog-and fcandalats oppreffion; not having brought 
fafe home the fl&€ of merchantmen intrufted to his 
care, more @{pecidfly when near the coaft of France ; 
and having neglected to attack a convoy of the enemy, 
confifting of 25 fail, which he might with eafe have 
made himfelf mafter of. ‘To thefe, was added the ill 
treatment he had given to the Clerks of the Revenue, 
while the fquadron was laid up, and of, which the 
Direftors had made heavy complaints to the Mi- 
niffry; All thefe faults proceeded from another 
radical-fault in the corps, that fordid avidity, which 
engroffes a Naval Officer, who is too often accuftomed 
to gratify it with impunity by lucrative acquifitions, 
and to make the intereft of the State fubordinate to 
his own, oo 
All thefe culprits remained in fafety, by the conni- 
vance of their brethren, who ought to have been the 
firft to promote a reform in the corps. Orders had in- 
deed been given to M. Dugné, who commanded in that 
department at Breft, to inftitute the neceflary inquiries 
into the conduct of Meffieurs de Montalais and de la 
es “ but,” fays a journal of that place, “ the 
” depofitions contained nothing of confequence againft 
the accufed. The Commandant faid to thofe that 
were called as witnefles: Speak out, fear nothing ; you 
muft [peak the whole truth. But they had met with 
Major Rozilly in the antichamber, who had cautioned 
them te weigh what they faid, becaufe it was a 
hanging matter———and thus,” adds the hiftorian, 
the King is ferved !? : 


E 2 M, de 


* Upwards of two hundred thoufand pounds. 
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M. de la Rigaudiere, however, could not endure the 
{tings of his own confcience, and, notwithftanding the 

sobability he had of efcaping as well as his comrade, 
2 refolved to do juftice on himfelf: he was found 
hanging in a garret at his own houfe; a {pecies of he- 
roifm, which wafhed away his crime in the eyes of 
many people, and caufed him to be pitied. He was 
brother to M. delEguille, an officer of diftin€tion in 
the fame corps, and whofe fevere reproaches contribu- 
ted not a little to drive him to fuch an aét of de- 


aur. 
wart for Meffieurs de Chauvreau and Méfchin, they 
had no other punifhment than that of being laid by ; 
M, d’Aubigny continued Commander of a fquadron, 
and M. Perier had too much the ear of the Keeper of 
the Seals, not to be able to juftify himfelf. 

Thus, while at London they were fhooting Byng-« 
who had indeed incurred the letter of the law, ‘bat 
had defended himfelf with great prefence of mind, by 
excellent arguments, and in a manner fo prevailing 
even with his Judges, that they folicited his pardon--- 
we in France left unpunifhed officers inconteftibly 
guilty, accufed of the meaneft crimes, without a fin- 
gle circumflance in their favour, and againft whofe 
condu@ the depofitions of their crews, the petitions 
of entire bodies of men, and the natidbnal voice, uni- 
formly pleaded. It was thefe traitors to their country, 
that made the greateft outcry againft the fentence of 
the Englifh Admiral, becaufe, when they turned their 
eyes upon themfelves, they faw how much more wor- 
thy they were of punifhment. It was thefe very men, 
who, by holding up, as an actof extreme cruelty, the 
inflexibility of that Monarch--influenced by the necef- 
fity of a great example, and impreffed with the truth 
o nga ears: oe pay eee is politi- 
cally juit; that shat one td die for the of a 
as people-—almoft fucceeded fo Pi as ee Ii 
character in the public opinion. But whatever may be 
faid of the oppofite conduft of the two States, ‘it was 
eafy to forefee, which would be the conqueror. The 
Court of London foon gained the fuperiority in 
point of negotiation. In truth, while the French 

: were 
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were congratulating themfelves on the treaty of Vi- 
enna, the Englifh confidered it as a political event of a 
brilliant afpect, from the novelty of the fpeétacle it 
afforded, but difadvantageous at the bottom, inafmuch 
as we could not acquire the friendfhip of the Houfe 
of Auftria, without making an enemy of the King of 
Pruffia, whom they looked upon to be no lefs formi- 
dable ; and theretore they embraced, without delay, 
the opportunity of allying themfelves to him. By this 
management, the King of England acquired a Pro- 
tedtor for his eleGtorate of Hanover ; as to the ret, 
hermade no doubt, that the ambition of his new ally 
would embroil Germany, and engage us in a.land 
war, which was fo greatly for hisintereft. Senfible, at 
laft, of the fault we had committed, in Hy Sa 
and giving umbrage to this Monarch, we difpatched 
M. de Vallory to Berlin; but it was too late; the 
blow was ftruck, and before the year was at an end we 
were to feel the fatal etfeéts of it. 

The conduét of England towards Spain was not 
lefs politic. She was the Power moft neceflary to us 
in the prefent conjun€ture, and we could not flatter 
ourfelves with the profpet of making head againft the 
former by fea without the affiftance of the latter, But the 
fuccefs depended upon the inftant, while our navy, yet 
frefh and in full vigour, could join that of his Ca- 
tholic Majefty, and furnifh that example and energy 
which they ftood in need of. No time ought to have 
been loft to prefs and goad on their indolence, to point 
out their true interefts ; or rather, we ought to have 
made fure of fo eflential anally before we had rifqued 
a rupture. On the other hard, how did our rival a&, 
who knew better than we did the importance of Spain ? 
She foothed them into tedious negotiations ; affected to 
accept of their mediation; gave. up fome articles of 
trade, that might have become fubjeéts of difpute ; 
paffed over fome aéts even of. injuftice committed 
againft her fubje€ts, fome affronts offered to her flag, 
and, while fhe thus kept this formidable nation ina&tive, 
fhe kept Portugal in fubfervience to her interefts, and 
obtained for her defence gold and diamonds from the 

mines 
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“« offairs.—=1 cannot liften to them. Iam an independ- 
“ent King; and as fuch, I will live and die; my 
“ Jaft breath fhall expire with honour.” Again he re- 
Japfes. ‘I leave totally to your difcretion the fate of 
“my army ; let the Council of War determine, whe- 
“‘ ther you fhall furrender prifoners, perifh with your 
“‘ arms in your hands, or perifh by famine.—I pledge 
* myfelf to you, that you fhall not be made refponfi- 
““fible for any thing—--all I require of you is, that you 
“ will not ferve againft me or my allies.” 

The capitulation foon followed ; it was fingularly 
marked by the King of Pruffia’s mirth. He declared 
to his brother King *, that if he would give him this 
army, there was no neceflity to make them prifoners +. 
Upon the demand of fubfiftence, he anfwers: Granted, 
and to-day, rather than to-morrow ¢. With regard to 
the Body Guards, which his Polifh Majefty defired 
fhould be fent back free, he refufed, and added: “a 
“man muft be mad, to let troops go, whom he is once 
“ mafter of, in order that they may oppofe him a fe- 
“cond time, and that he may be obliged to make 
“‘ them prifoners again §.” When precautions were 
mentioned to afcertain the fupply of provifions to*the 
troops, he took this upon himfelf, and affured, that 
it Should be more regularly paid than heretofore. 

Such was the refult of the alliance contraéted by the 
King of Poland with the Emprefs and the Czarina. 
He Fort his army and his Ele€torate, and received, as a 
favour, the permiffion of retiring into his other domi- 
nions ; where he was holden in fuch contempt, that 
not one of his fubjeéts could even venture to propofe 
giving him any affiftance. During the whole of this 
war, he no more made his appearance on the fcene. 
The Queen, who fupported her dignity better, anima- 
ted by the blood of Aoftria, which circulated in her 
aaN, ‘veins, would not quit Drefden ; but unable 

7 NOW 6 fupport herfelf under the affiction with 
1787 which fhe was confumed, the died there a 


year after, 
This 


*Art.i f Art. I. f Art. V. § Art. X, 


OF LEWIS xv. ® 81 


This aggreffion of the King of Pruffia, was undoubt- 
edly a mafter-piece of prudence, forefight, aétivity, 
and boldnefs in politics. But was it equally ‘ftri€t and 
juft in the eyes of equity ? Certainly fo; not only if 
he had got proofs of the plot laid to deprive him of his 
dominions, but even if he had fufpicions fufficient to. 
ground his alarms upon, and to determine him to dif- 
cover a myftery, which there was fo urgent-a.neceffity. 
to detect ; a myftery, the depth of which he could no 
otherwife fathom, than by a fudden and fecret inva- 
fion. The confequences fiswed: that his conjectures 
were but too well verified ; that he had not a moment 
to lofe ; and ‘tWax if he had not crufhed the Eleétor 
his rival, “ig Prince---reftrained lefs by princi- 
ples of jufticey an by. the conviction of his weaknefs-~ 
was hefitating upon the mode of preventing him, he 
would have fallen himfelf under the number and ef-. 
forts of his formidablé enemies. The critical fituation 
in which that Monarch has frequently been fince that 
time, notwithftanding the ina€tton of Saxony, and not- 
withftanding the junction of that Power---fince all its 
troops. were incorporated with, and ferved to augment 
his own army—-juttified his conduét, and the regularity 
of his proceedings. The King of Pruffia, who was. 
compared to Mandrin at Paris *; and fo often ftiled the 
tlluftrious robber, will only be confidered by pofterity, 
better informed, as having been the moft refolute, moft 
enterprizing, and moft active of all the Sovereigns his | 
cotemporaries. r 

There was one confideratton which might: have 
checked this Monarch, had he been a lefs profound po- . 
liticiany, this was, the apprehenfion of exciting France 
againft him, the fenfibility of which kingdom he well 
knew. The affront given to the Dauphin’s father-in- 
law, could not fail‘of raifing a violent ferment there ; 
the tears of an auguft daughter-in-law, the folicitati- 
ons of the Prince her hufband, and the example of: 
what had paft before, muft all have concurred in mak- 


Es Ing 


* The curious fongs that.were fang at the time ypon this fut- . 


ject, deferve to be preferved, as hiftorical pieces. See the Ape. 
pendix, No, Vi. 
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ing him apprehend a rupture. But this rupture being 
unavoidable, he was only before-hand with it: he 
had at all times feen the generous and blindzeal of 
that Power for the intereft of their allies: he forefaw 
that they would not confine themfelves to the af- 
fiftances ftipulated in the treaty of Verfailles; he 
knew, that by means of the Chevalier Douglas, and 
of an emiffary ftill more dextrous (an anecdote which 
we fhall have occafion to develop hereafter) *, they 
had rendered ufelefs the treaty of Ruffia with Eng- 
land, and had determined the Czarina to turn againft 
him the fourfcore thoufand men defigned at firft for 
that Power. Hechofe rather, by accifetating the di- 
verfion, to furnifh England, whichl*ur$ed him to it, 
with greater facility to fupport the mdraime war. He 
delayed not, therefore, the giving of a perfonal affront 
to France, in preventing Count Broglio, Ambaflador 
from his Majef to the King of Poland, to repair to 
that Prince at Ws clase. where his public character 
calledhim. As Frederic could not mean to commit an 
infult without a motive, and as he had a reafon for 
every thing he did, it is to be prefumed, that he hoped 
by this meafure to retard the courfe of the negotiations 
already entered upon, and to obftruct a dangerous 
communication. 

However this may be, his Minifter Plenipotentiary 
foon received orders to leave the Court, and M. de 
Vallory to return into France without taking leave. 
The land war was refolved a and Count d’Eftrées 
was appointed to go and confult with the Court of Vi- 
enna, the beft means of being ferviceable to that Power. 
The refult was, with the magnificence coggfffon to 
France, as a fubftitute to the 24,000 men they were 
obliged to furnifh, and which were claimed. by the 
King of Poland—but which had been made to march 
in vain the preceding autumn—to raife, the followin 
fpring, an eS 100,000 men, under the coin’ 
of Marthal d’Eftrées, in order to act with eclat in Wett- 

phalia. 


* The perfon here alluded to, is Mademoifelle d’Eon, fent 
firft by herfelf as a woman into Ruflis, and afterwards ss a man, 
with the Chevalier Douglar, 
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phalia. This army was foon after followed by two 
others: one upon the Upper Rhine, commanded by 
Marfhal Richelieu, and another on the Main, by the 
Prince of Soubife. Thefe two laft Generals had been 
appointed by the Marchionefs. The firft had carried ft. 
by his merit, but he foon fell a facrifice.. 

The Court of Vienna, with which he had juft con-- 
certed the plan of the campaign *, had fupported him: 
with its credit, in order that the execution of it might 
be intrufted to him. He was thwarted by a cabal. 
ard, his haughty. charatter difdaining that fupplenefs, 
and being repugnant to the abfolute dependence re-. 
quired by the favourite, he was difgraced. 

In faét, though Madame de Pompadour no Jonger 
retained over her auguft lover that empire which the 
allurement of the fenfes gives, ba her influence had 
not diminithed ; it even encreafed every day, and {t 
was that lady who reigned, under the fhadow of the 
Monarch’s authority.. He was delighted to find a per- 
fon on whom he might throw the weight of his Crown; 
and the Marchionet’, in order the better to fupport it, 
had for fome time given herfelf up entirely to politics: 
It was the Abbé: Count de Bernis who had initiated her 
into the myfteries of this fcience. This Abbé, a man of 
quality, but poor, had at firft given himfelf up to his 
tafte for wit and pleafure. He had early acquired a 
feat in the Academy of France, but had not been 
able to obtain any benefice. One day, when he was 
foliciting the ancient Bifhop of Mirepotx, that prelate 
anfwered him: Monfleur [ Abbe, it is in vain that you 
tmportune me; while you continue to make -verfes, and: 
do not alter your mode af life, you fball buve nothing. 
— Well, my Lord, replied the other. with an arch fmile, , 
then I will wait. 

He was an anfiable man, polite, and infinuating with 
the women; he was upon exceeding good terms, na 
upon the beft, as it has. always been thought, wi 
Madame d’Etiolles. He kept her company, at the time. 
of ‘the journies of Lewis to the army, and la 

- er 
*® See the Explanatiens prefented tothe King, by Marfeal 
dE firées, printcd a 1758. pref os saad - 
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her during his abfence, for fhe did not always go with 
him. the example of Madame de Chateau-roux alarm- 
ed her; and if curiofity, or the neceflity of fatisfying 
the earneft defires of the King, obliged her fometimes 
to remove with the greateft fecrecy, fhe foon returned 
into her folitude. 

_ The pofition in which the Ab‘é de Bernis found him- 
felf awakened his ambition. Embaffies being the kind 
of dignity moft compatible with his profeflion, he made 
himfelf thoroughly acquainted with the interefts of 
Princes, and gave inftruétions to the favourite. Thus 
it was that they improved ‘each other. After having 
fent him into different Courts, where he was commiffi- 
oned to give a ‘great idea of this lady, and to con- 
ciliate the Sovereigns to her, fhe had him recalled to 
Verfailles, introduced him into the Council, and ap- 
pointed him Minifter for foreign affairs. 

In the fummit of grandeur to which Madame de 
Pompadour was raifed—when fhe a€ted as Madame de 
Maintenon had done, when the appointed the Minifters 
and the Generals, received the Ambaffadors, and was 
in correfpondencte with all the foreign Powers—the 
King himfelf judged proper. to obferve more decency, 
in an intercourfe wherein fenfual gratifications had 
no fhare. Accordingly, all the fecret communica- 
tions in his apartment at Verfailles, and in his other 
palaces, were walled up; the Marchionefs: was ap- 

Fep, Pointed Lady of the Bedchamber to the Queen, 
7 0. and prefented in that quality, by the Duchefs 
de Luynes, the moft auftere woman of the Court, and 
the favourite of her miftrefs. e 

In order to keep up an appearance of confiftency, 
with this affeQation of prudery, Madame de Pompa- 
dour determined the King, who comld not commence 
‘the war without oppreffing his people, to give the firft 
rp ae and retrench part of his-houfehold.. He got 
rid of feverel fets of hounds, and a great number of 
race-horfes, in both the ftables. There were alfo fome 
regulations made refpedting the little journies, to make 
them lefs expenfive : it was refolved, that there fhould 
be tio more public feftivals.at Court. and the works of 
_ ‘the Louvre were fufpended. Unfortunately, there was 

a more 


OF LEWIS XV. 85 
more fhew than réeabiiiiiin all this; even the Minifters 
made a jeft of this B¥imecrify; Count d’Argenfon faid, 
that thefe favings Wao trifling an object, that ae 
would fcarce ferve ‘tefelrich a Commiffary of provifi- 
ons during the war. © Bittle time after, the old man-~ 
ners were refumed again, and matters became worfe and 
worfe; for licentiouinefs is always greater after a refor- | 
mation; it'is a torrent reftrained, which overflows with 
greater violence. | 

Neverthelefs, under cover of thefe facrifices, the 
King was thcught authorized to demand the new 
fubfidies required for a war, which extended itfelf to 
the continent, and was going to fet Europe in flames. 
The fixteen millions * voluntary donation of the’ cler- 
gy, had been but as a drop of water; the refource of 
renewing the leafe of the farms, which encreafing the 
donation by a few millions, had produced fixty extra 
millions +, was exhaufted. Funds were wanted for the 
approaching campaign :—M. de Sechelles was no longer 
in office ; being appointed Comptroller-General, upon 
the diimiffion of M. Machault, he had been promoted 
te this dignity by unanimous choice, but did not main- 
tay his reputation. From one of the firft Intendants 
of the army that had ever been employed, he became 
an indifferent Minifter of finance. His only a&ts of ad- 
miniftration were to fupprefs the under farmers, which 
was very much cenfured ; and'to increafe the numbers 
of Farmers General from 40 to 60; & mancuvre 
which was not lefs blamed, inafmuch as it was con- 
firming more and more the influence of thofe public 
characters, odious to the nation, who are called by de- 
tifion, the columns of the State, but who are too really 
the deftroyers.and tyrants of it. He was worn out 
with labour, and infirm ; his: head was grown weak, 
and he gave a proof of it, in pointing out to the King, 
his fon-in-law, M. de Moras, for his fucceffor, -a:man 
of the moft flender capacity of-any that had for « ‘long 
time appeared at the head of the finance. hori 
Tt is at this :period that Marfhal Nosilles '3 4?r#- 


a bad 








W' Between fix and feven hundred thoufand pounds. 
4 Two millions five hundred thoufand pounds. 
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spolitician, and an ex- 
nisfortunes of his coun- 
advanced age, and 


a bad commander, but a grea 
cellent citizen---forefeeing thg 
try, made a pretence of his 
obtained his Majefty’s leave to ‘petire from the Coun- 
cil; where he was fucceeded by Marfhal Belleifle. It 
was imagined, that this Nobleman---who had paffed 
his life in the moft affiduous ftudy, either at the head 
of the armies, or intrufted with the higheft embaffies 
and moft important affairs—who was perfonally ac- 
quainted with all the Princes in Europe---who had 
vifited their refpeCtive countries, and thoroughly weigh- 
ed their interefts and their powers---would prove a 
worthy fubftitute to his predeceffor. 

To the adminiftration of M. de Moras, we are to 
afcribe the beginning of that multitude of taxes with 
which France hath fince been burthened, without in- 
terruption, to the end of the reign of. Lewis XV. 
He fet out under the moft finifter nal ices, by caufing 
a Bed of Juftice to be holden at Verfailles, for the re- 
giftering of three money edicts. An advantage, which. 
might at leaft have been derived from the laft. fo glo, 
rious war, that of making the enemies defray the 
charges of it, had been eoleaed The King’s gene- 
rofity has been greatly extolled, in having gratuitoufly 
reftored to them the conquefts.he had made; but 
had he not been compelled to it by the fecret caufes 
before mentioned---caufes. which by intrigue and jea- 
loufy were reprefented to. him as. more urgent---this 
generofity, exercifed at the expence of the. interefts 
and happinefs of his. people, would. have been much 
mifplaced. : 

he intoxication of fuccefs- had precluded this re-_ 
flection, when, in 1749) the prolongation of the firft 
vingtieme, was propofed, not only as the means of 
clearing the debts of the State, but alfo as an operation 
of @conomy, which being joined to the order his Ma- 
jefty meant to eftablith in his affairs, was to furnith him 
with refources capable of fecuring, in times of neceffity, 
the glory of bis kingdom, and the tranquility of the al- 
fies of bis Crown, without being obliged to have re- 
courfe to extraordinary means. An ex tion fo flat- 
tering had alleviated the burthen of the new impoft. 
he firft edit that was regiftered deftroyed the,jllufton ; 
oer é the 
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the public were informed in it, that after a courfe of 
even years, the Government was ftill very far from the 

end propofed, and that the diminution of the debts was 
fo little advanced, piehcneare the payment of the 
firft vingtieme, that they were obliged to affefs a fe- 
cond, that is, to employ, alimoft at the beginning of 
the war, thofe refources his Majefty had meant to avoid, 
or to referve for the moft extreme exigencies, The 
two other ediéts were nothing more than additional 
taxes. The confternation was univerfal: the feveral 
Courts, likewife, began that long train of remon- 
ftrances, the obftinacy of which concurred exceedingly 
in their annihilatiéredtbut none of them i aesenag them- 
felves more on id Sine: fion, than the Court of Aids. 
M. de MalefkerlMigiiep of the Chancellor, was then 
at the head. of theril. He was eager to manifeft his 
patriotifm, and to efface the fhame brought upon the 
name of Lamoignon, by his father, who was the Mi- 
nifter of the opprefliv@will of the Monarch. There 
can be nothin heuer compofed than the remonftrances 
of his tribunal upon this fubjeét. ‘They produced, at 
leaft, in preference to the reft, the effect of deter- 
inining the King to fettle the uncertain duration of 
thefe impofts. His Majefty anfwered, that they fhould 
be fuppreffed on the day of the ceffation of hoftili- 
ties, inflead of that of the conclufion of the peace. 
This is the time to refcue thefe writings from the in- 
jurious oblivion to which Miniftry endeavours to con- 
fign fuch precious monuments of zeal, which cannot 
be made tao public*. In them we fhall fee the 
origin and progreffion of the evils of France, traced 
from the improper affeffment of the taxes, from the 
odious modes of colleéting them, from the total neg- 
ligence of the proper formalities, and efpecially from 
“= arbitrary exertions which have always been fubfti- 
d to legal proceedings.; and we fhall be convinced, 

_ ‘there is no phyfictan fkilful enough to fave the 

kingdom, unlefs, as in defperate difeates, where the 
Aoife and ‘cautery are ufed to deftroy gangrened parts, 
violent 







* Thefe remanftrances, too long to be inferted here, will be 
found in the Appendix, No, VII, | 
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violent means are employed to reftore it; or unlefs,* 
to ufe the expreflion of a young and ardent foldier*, 
full of energy and patriotifm, be /bould temper our fouls 
anew fF. 

In the concurrence of general and private calami- 
ties with, which France was afflicted—when the peo- 
ple, notwithftanding the firft fuccefles of the war, were 
oppreffed with new taxes, and upon the leaft reverfe 
of fortune threatened with others more confiderable— 
when the Parliament, feparated and difperfed, was in 
capable of forming any oppofition to them---when 
the clergy, difcontented, groaned,,under the opprefli- 

ons of the Church, its: #iefts in confinement, 
1757- its Bifhops in exile---aiaiipSgaben the prefump- 
tive heir to the kingdom, languid§§fie'in involuntary in- 
action, was incenfed to fee a woman fill thofe important 
funétions, which the indolent Monarch ought to have 
committed to him alone---there happened a dreadful 
cataftrophe, which, though unexpected, was immediate- 
ly referred to fome of thefe fatal caufes. 
On the eve of Twelfth-day, an attempt 
5 Fan. 25 made to affaffinate Lewis XV. in his pa- 
lace, in the midft of his.guards, ‘arrounded by the great 
officers of the Crown, and in the prefence of his fon. He 
was getting into his coach to go to fupper, and to 
fleep at Trianon, when he felt himfelf hurt by a {mart 
Rroke on the right fide, between the ribs ; it was about 
fix o'clock, and dark ; under the arch-way, which was. 
very little lighted, there was the ufual crowd of 
Courtiers and idle perfons always eager to fee the 
King. The intenfenefs of the cold, obliged the fpec- 
tators to wrap themfelves up in their great coats: 
the regicide had one, and, after havin perpetrated his 
crime, he had put his knife up into poo had 
mixed with the crowd, and might perhaps have efcaged 
under this general difguife, if he had had the precautyjon 
to keep his hat in his hand, as every body elfe did. His 
Majefty perceived, by the blood running down, that he 
was 







# Bee the preface to the Tadtiss of M. de Guibert, 
$ 8H we retrempe ms ames. 
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was wounded ; he turned about, and, feeing a ftranger 
with his hat on, and a wildnefs in his look, fard, with 
the greateft compofure, There is the man who fruck me s 
take him up, and do him no hurt. 

The King, however, was foon fetzed with terror, 
which was increafed by thofe who were about him ; 
the wound might be mortal, and though ments might 
become fo, if the weapon were poifoned. The King 
was put to bed; the furgeons were fent for; the Queen 

and the Royal Family came about him ; he did not fee 
his tender miftrefs, and judging that fhe had been put 
out of the way, that they concealed his danger from 
her, and that this was his laft day, he afked for a Con- 
feffor. His own, and his Chaplains could not be 
found; a common prieft was {topped to do this deli- 
cate office. In vain did he make excufes, and urge his 
ignorance, faying, that he did not know how to give 
the abfolution to Kings; he was taken by force and 
conducted to his Majefty, and was obliged to fee this 
auguft penitent at his feet. Confufion, anxiety, and 
terror, prevailed thus in the palace, till next day; when 
the furgeons having taken off the dreflings, found, in- 
ftead of a wound, nothing more than a large bleeding 
otifice, which would not have prevented a private in- 
~ dividual from attending to his affairs. 
' During this interval, every attempt bad been made 
to gain from the affaffin the neceflary informations re- 
fpecting fo enormous a crime: the imagination was bee 
wildered in conje€tures of all kinds. The firft thing 
he faid, the moment of his being feized, had only ferv- 
ed to redouble the alarms, and the fufpicions of a deep- 
laid and meditated confpiracy againft the whole of the 
Royal Family: he had cried out, with the tone of a 
man penetrated with remorfe, and who has great things 
to difclofe: Take care of the Dauphin, don’t let bim fir 
out all day. 

The 1ow of the body guards, and of the hundred 
Swifs, through which the parricide had made his way, 
when he lifted his hand up againft the King, were 
tranfported with rage, The Duke D’Ayen, officer 
upon duty near his facred perfon, exafperated that this 
attempt fhould have been committed under his cre, 
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_ kad given rigorous orders to have the criminal quefti- 
. gened immediately, and to extort his horrible fccret 
from him. The blind and. fatal zeal of thefe military 
men, induced them to have recourfe to the moft cruel 
treatment to force him to fpeak ; they pinched his legs 
with red hot pincers, and would thus perhaps, have 
fcreened him, as in the cafe of Clement, by a too fpee- 
dy death, from exemplary punifhment fad the purfuits 
of juftice, if the Grand Prowft of the Hétel, to whom 
the cognizance of this crime, committed in the palace, 
belonged, had not feized upon the regicide. From his 
more regular mode of proceeding, the alarms were 
foon quieted, refpecting the caufes and the confé- 
quences that were dreaded by this affaffination. It. 
was found that the parricide, whofe name was Robert 
Francis Damiens, born in the province of Artois,among 
the lower clafs of people, and having been nothing 
more than a footman, had not been urged on to this 
deed by any reward, inftigation, or advice; that he 
was not even a religious fanatic, as Clement and Ra- 
vaillac were, but a fanatic of patriotifm; or rather a 
man feized with a frenzy, out of his fenfee, a furious 
madman, who, impelled involuntarily to his crime, had 
wifhed to avoid committing it, by quieting, in the ufu- 
al manner, the effervefcence of his blood; he protefted, 
that if he had been let blood as he defired, he fhould 
not have been guilty of it. 

At the firft news of the King’s affaffination, which 
reached the capital a few hours after, every thing was 
m commotion: the Princes of the blood, the Nobles of 
the Kingdom, and the principal Magittrates repaired 
to Verfailles ; the Archbiihop ordered prayers for forty 
hours; and the public diverfions were clofed. But 
what a difference was there between this epocha and 
that of the King’s-illnefs at Metz! The montfter, who 
had dared to lift his hand ayainit the Lord’s anointed, 
was undoubtedly detefted and execrated; inquiries 
were made after the Monarch; all the details of this 
incredible cataftrophe was fearched into; but it was 
from motives of curiofity, and not of concern; no 
tears were fhed ; the churches were empty.. A great 


ieffon for Lewis XV. had he been capable of receiving 
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it, and had not adulation difguifed from him the real 
fentiments of his people! Damiens, indeed, did not 
conceal them from him. He had the boldnefs to write 
a letter to his Majefty, in which, through the midft of 
his nofifenfe and coarfe language, a philofopher who 
refle@ts, may trace the feries offftdeas with which the 
mad writer was imprefled, and would readily account, 
without any other information, for the manner in which 
he had been led on to conceive his abominable project. 
t@dens had been a fervant in feveral reputable fa- - 
milfésy; he had ferved the Jefuits, fome Taaitesitt, and 
fome Magiftrates. The luxury of our tables, the pa- 
rade and form of ferving, requires a greater number of 
footmen than our anceftors had; it has therefore be- 
comé neceflary to increafe, and to furroynd: ourfelves 
"8 them at our meals; at every one of which there 
:as many fervants as guefts; our idlenefs has even 
ppreft, for fome time, the prudent cuftom of fending 
them away at the deffert ; in thofe moments, when, 
the heat of wine provoking the unrulinefs of the 
tongue, we give way with confidence, either to the vi- 
olent emotions of indignation excited in a ftrong mind, 
againft the authors of the evils of the ftate, or to the 
poignant fallies of the malignant gaiety of wit; forin 
this capital, where defpotitm, ever watchful againft li- 
berty, obliges us to maintain the greateft referve in pub- 
lic places, we often choofe to indemmify ourfelves. in 
the interior of our houfes, by the moft republican and 
moft licentious converfation. Damiens had been ina 
fituation to hear fome of thefe converfations every day, 
either from one party or another. Guilty of theft, af- 
faffination,-and poifoning, he was not one of thofe men 
who are fufceptible of a religious or political enthu- 
fiatn, which often leads thofe aftray ee it poffeffes, 
and which is equally preductive of heroic virtues or 
atrocious ciies; but he was of a gloomy and ardent 
difpofition ; the ferment in other men’s minds, had in- 
finuated itfelf into his, and his blodd violently agitated, 
had exalted his brain even to madnefs. As the com- 
plaints he jnceffantly heard, either from men of the 
church, cr of the law, or from good citizens affected 
with thefe difputes, were always turned againft a vici- 
ous 
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ous Adminiftration ; he was too ignorant to know, that 
a Sovereign, being nothing more than the reprefenta- 
tive of the State, cannot in fact have any diftin& inte- 
reft from it. He did not comprehend, that if, in the 
height of his imbecility, extravagance, or ferocity, the 
Monarch fhould be uilty of thofe flagrant ais to- 
wards his people, that have marked the reign of a Ca- 
ligula, a Nero, or a Tiberius, the nation se having 
the right to judge him, would always view with horror 
the aes es individual who fhould foreftall their 
fentence. T'oo ignorant to sone tee that thefe com- 
plaints were directed only again the Miniftry ; and 
thinking, that while the people reprobated a regicide, 
they would certainly extol a patriot, courageous 
enough, at the rifque of his own life, to make an ex- 
ample of one of thofe famous criminals, who ere te 
often unpunifhed ; the only sh he could fix upg 
in his delirium was the King. Every thing therefore 
induces us to think, that, agreeable to his conftant de- 
clarations, he had no accomplice; but that Priefts, ma- 
giftrates, and others, by their violent declamations, had in- 
voluntarily infpired him with his horrid'proje€t: in a word, 
if Lewis the qwell-beloved, fenfible of all the value of 
this title, and of all the obligations impofed upon bim 
by it, had fulfilled them, his reign, more fortunate than 
that of Henry IV. would never have been marked with 
fo terrible a cataftrophe. 

It may, perhaps, be afked, why Damiens, having no 
other motive for his parricide but the general difcon- 
tent, appears, neverthelefs, both in his lettér to the 
King, and in his feveral interrogatories, to be entirely 
devoted to the Parliament ? The reafon of ‘this is, that 
he had lived feveral years among Counfellors of the 
Parliament, or with perfons attached to that aflembly ; 
and that the name of the Archbishop, againft whom 
he breaks out fo often, by dint of being repeated before 
him with marks of contempt and indignation, had left 
in his injured brain’ the deepeft and moft recent traces 
of the fame kind. | 

There is a fingular circumftance attending this at- 

7 , which diftinzuifhes it alfo fram preceding atts 
oedne kind; this is, that the perpetrator of it had no 
*: internal 
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internal hatred againft the King; from the firft moment, 
4nd during the whole of the proceedings againft him, 
he uniformly declared, that he never had an intention 
to kill, but only to wound the King, in order to excite 
compunétion in his Majefty, and reftore him to God’ 
and to his people. The confideration of the weapon 
he employed, and of the manner in which he ufed it, 
feems to juftify him in this particular. It was a knife 
fhutting with a fpring, on one fide of which was a long 
aad: pointed blade, made like a dagger, on the other, 
a peitknife, about four inches in length. It is certain, 
that if Damiens had meant to ftrike a fure and fatal 
blow, he would have employed the firft of thefe 

weapons. , | 
On the very evening of the King’s affaffination, the 
Gentlemen of the Court of Inquefts and Requefts, who 
had refigned their offices, affembled at the houfe of the 
Prefident Dubois, the eldeft of their brethren, to offer 
their fervices, and teftify their fidelity and zeal. They 
had employed the mediation of the Firft Prefident, but 
without effet. The Dauphin, upon whom the King, 
in the firft moment of his terror, had devolved the 
care of affairs,.was not fufficiently well inclined to 
thefe Gentlemen, to take upon himfelf to give them a 
favourable anfwer. He pretended, that he could do 
nothing without orders froin his Majefty, who was not 
in a fituation to be fpoken to upon fuch matters. When 
the Monarch came to himfelf, he did not think more 
favourably of them. But at the fame time, notwith- 
flanding the fuggeftions of Damiens, and his boldnefs 
in prefcribing to him to reftore his Parliament, to f{up- 
port them, and more particularly to refpect the more’ 
miutinous of their members, the lift of which he fent to 
him*, the King was convinced, that no one of that 
auguft 


* In the trial of this regicide, after his leteer to the King, we 
find a note to his Majefty, in which he naiited Meflieure de Chal- 
lera Beze-de-Lys, de la Guillaumic, Clement, Lambert, the 
Prefident Boulainvillers, and the Prefident Du-Mazi, and where 
he adds thefe exprefs words ; 

“© He mutt reftore and fapport his Parliament, with # promife 
“ to do nothing againft the Gentlemen above-named, or the: 
** Company.’ 
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euguft company had, dire¢tly or indire@ly, contii- 
buted to the attempt upon his perfon; and there- 
fore made no fcruple to refer the trial of the cri- 
minal to the members of the Grand Chamber, who 
had not given in their refignations. The letters patent 
iffued for this purpofe, were drawn up in thefe remarka- 
ble terms. | 

“You are informed of the outrage committed 
‘* againft my perfon on the g§th.inftant, between five 

and:-fix o’clock in the evening, and you have given 

me proofs, upon this oceafion, of your fidelity? and. 

affection for me. The fentiments of our religion, 

and the feelings of our heart, would incline us to 

mercy; but, confidering that our life does not be- 
“‘ Jong to us any more than to our fubjets, and. 
“that they claim from our juftice a ftriking mark 
“© of vengeance, to put our days in fecurity, which 
‘‘ we mean only to employ for their happinefs :---- 
“ by thefe prefents we give up to you the informa- 
“ tion and judgment of the trial commenced by the 
‘© Provoft of the Hotel; and we confirin, as much as 
“ is neceflary, the proceedings begun in the faid Pro- 
<< yoftfhip, authorizing you to caufe your decifions 
“ upon matters not of the competency of your Court, 
“to be carried into execution, and forbidding all 
‘“ other Courts and jurifdictions to take cognizance of 
“ them.” 

Accordingly, in the night from the 17th to the 
18th of January, Damiens was transferred from the 
jail of the Body Guards, to the prifon belonging to 
the Court of Juftice, where a lodging was prepared for 
him in Montgomery’s tower. ‘There was a great deal 
of parade ufed in removing him, and the ftricteft pre- 
cautions were taken. Settled forms have been long 
eftablifhed, in fuch circumftances; and the enormity 
of the crime, together with the importance of making. 
a ftriking example of the regicide, and of taking care 
of him {fo as he fhodld not efcape. his punifhment, and 
that time might be allowed ta fearch out the fmaileft 
traces of the confpiracy, made all thefe attentions ne- 
cefflary, which otherwife would have been injurious to 
the Parifians. There was not one of them, certain- 
ly, who would not have made it his duty to ig 
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the criminal. In the detailed account of his guard, of 
his removal, and of -his arrival*, we find, that the 


i obfcurity 


* Extract of a manufcript account, 18th of January 1757.— 
The infamous affaffin went from Verfailles yefterday night at 
three quarters after ten. There were three coaches with four 
horfes; the prifoner was in one of them, attended by one of 
the King’s furgeons, and two guards of the Provoftfhip. In 
the two other coaches were guards of the Provoftthip, with a 
* man taken.up on account of the prifoner. Thefe coaches fet 
" out, preceded by a detachmmentof thet Brihalfea, bearing their 
arms in readinefe, and other detachteaiitis {couring the avenues 
of the road through which they wei Pals. Sixty grenadiers 
of the French Guards, commanded’ by four Lieutenants and cight 
Sub-Lieutenants, mounted upon the King’s horfes, attended 
thefe coaches, and fix ferjeants armed with mufkets marched at 
_each coach-door. In this order they arrived at Seve, where 
© another company of grenadiers took charge of the coaches, and 
" the firft fixty compofed the rear-guard. The preceffion paffed 
through the villages of Iffi and Vaugirard, and entered Paris 
atthe gate of Seve, of the Red Crofs, of the ftreet du Four, 
the ftreet de Buff, the {treet Dauphine, the Pont Neuf, the Key 
of the Goldfmith’s, and the ftreet Sr. Louts. At Seve and at 
‘* If, a company of grenadiers joined the efcort. From Vau- 
** girard a company of Swifs Guards lined the rvenues; and at 
** the gate of Seve, and all along the way tothe Court of Juttice, 
‘* feveral parties of French Guards were alfo difpofed to fecure the 
‘* march. This morning at three o'clock, the three coaches en- 
‘* tered the court dw Mar of the Palais, attended by all the de- 
“* tachments above mentioned, which joined each other. The 
” criminal was taken out at the gate of the. prifon, he was put in- 
to a kind of hammock, clofed with a thick woollen covering, 
and was thus conveyed into the tower of Montgomery, where 
he is guarded by four ferjeants, who {tay in his room night and 
day. Eight other ferjeants are in the room above. Underneath 
** isa guard of ten French Guards, and upon the fquare of the 
** court dw Mai, at the gate of the prifon, there is a body of feven- 
“© tymen of the French Guards, commanded by a Lieutenant, 2 
*¢ Sub-Lieutenant, and two Enfigns, who are to be relieved once 
“in four-and-twenty hours. The officers who guard the villain 
are not to fee him, and no one is to enter his prifon, without 
a ticket of admiffion fromthe Firft Prefident. So many pre- 
cautions have been taken to remove this criminal, that orders 
have been given forno perfon to be on the read, and prohibi- 
tions to look out at the windows, or doors, wherever he might 
“* be feen, with orders to fire upon any one who fhould difobey. 
‘* The ne has been chofen as the propereft time for his re- 
** moval. 
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obfcurity of the night had been chofen, as moft pro- 
r to prevent any difturbance; that there was a pro- 
ibition to appear at the windows to fee him pafs, 
and orders to fire upon any one who fhould difobey. 
The bottom of the plot was not yet known, and, if 
there were one, a mutket, dexteroufly fired at Damiens, 
might have buried the confpiracy in as great obfcurity 
as that of Ravaillac. 
The criminal being once delivered up to. prifan, 
the meafures taken to keep him there were not lefs, 
tri. A fame ae ninety Freneb guards, that is 






to fay, the fame a King’s guard, was appointed to 
thisduty. . Twelve™Serjeants and three Officers con- 
ftantly relieved each other in attending upon him: in a 
word, the expences which this villain coft the Govern- 
ment amounted to more than fix hundred livres ¢ per 


sae ae 
‘whole city flattered themfelves, when they faw 
the criminal in the hands of the Parliament, and that, 
to give greater authenticity to the trial, the Princes and 
Peers were ordered to attend, that they fhould foon 
learn furprizing matters. Curiofity was further ex- 
cited, for fome time, by ftrange and romantic ftories 
that were told, and which gave full {cope to the ima- 
gination. This had worked fo ftrongly with fome 
people, that alchough the truth had come out ‘in the 
ftrongeft light from the trial, yet they refufed to be- 
lieve it, and perfifted in pretending that the Ma- 
giftrates, Peers, and Princes of the blood, bad prevari- 
cated fo far in their fun@tions, as to conceal from the 
public the knowledge of the other criminals ; who, the 
more illuftrious they might be, the more dangerous and 
criminal would it be to fpare them, 

The decree is of the 26th of March. The feffion be- 
gan at eight o'clock in the morning, and did not sei 

: t 


‘* The King’s Council are gone to Verfailles only this morniag 
‘¢ for the informations. The criminal has been queitioned this 
‘* morning, by the Firft Prefident and M. Molé, Meff. Severt 
“ and Pafquier, Recorders. Meff. Portail and Lamoignon, Ho- 
‘© ‘norary Prefidentsa Mortier, are to take their feat in the Grand 
S¢ Chamber.” 

+ Twenty-five pounds. 
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ull half an'‘hour after feven in the shia Damiens 
was condemned to the fame punifhment as Ravaillac; it 
was ordered, that he fhould previoufly be put to the tor- 
ture, ordinary and extraordinary, for two hours, inftead 
of half an hour, which is the ufual cuftom. 

The monfter fupported his character to the laft; he 
was interrogated for five hours and a half, and an{wered 
with the fame coolnefs, the fame nefs, the fame in- 
folence, and, if we may venture fo fay it, the fame 
courage, which he had hitherto fhewn ; singe: irony, 
pleafantry, and almoft mirth with his anfwers : he con- 
tinued to declare, that he alone was guilty ; that his 
criminal defign had been conceived more than three 
years age; that he had communicated it to no perfon, 
and, if he could even have fuppofed that his hat could 
have fufpeCted any thing of the matter, he would have 
thrown it inte the fre. With regard to the motives 
that had induced him to commit this horrid crime, he 
declared, that he had been hurt to fee the royal au- 
thority called in queftion and degraded by the difputes 
between the oe. and the Parliament, and to fee the 
little regard the King had paid to. the remonftrances 
that had been addrefted to him. He fpoke to feveral 
of his Judges, whom he knew from having been in 
their fervice: he concluded with an eulogium upon 
the eloquence of M. Pafquier, the Recorder, who 
had often harangued him, and particulaily at that mo- 
ment, in prefence of the affembly, to exhort him to 
tell the truth, and to declare his accomplices; and he 
defired all the-Genulemen prefent to acquaint his Ma- 
jefty, that. ha could not do better than to make him 

is Chancellor. 2 

At the torture, at the Hotel de Ville, and on the 
{caffold, Damiens faid nothing more. His horrid pu- 
nifhment began at three quarters after four in the af- 
ternoon of the 28th of March. His right hand was 
burnt; he was afterwards torn with pincers, melted 
lead was poured into his wounds,-and then he was 
drawn and quartered. He remained. ahve during all 
this time of an hour gnd a quarter, and fupported eve- 
ry thing with intrepid firnine{s; fhewing only fuch figns 
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of pain as are infeparable from human. nature, and 
cannot be avoided. For the laft ceremony, a {mall 
fcaffold was raifed even with the traces of the horfes, 
upon which he was fixed with his arms and legs hang- 
ing over. The executioner had bought fix horfes, for 
600 livres *,.in order, that if one of the four firft 
ould fail, he might immediately put another in its 
place. Although thefe horfes were extremely ftrong, 
yet after repeatedfrials they could not fucceed, even 
with the affiftance of the two frelh ones; ,they were 
obliged to have recourfe to the affiftance of the ax. 
His fevered limbs were re-united to the trunk, a pile 
wag.then lighted, upon which they were placed, and 
whén reduced to athes, were fcattered to the winds. 
- ‘The fame honours were rendered to Damiens at 
his execution as during his confinement. The city 
and fuburbs were filled with a regiment of guards 
under arms. The concourfe of people was indeed 
‘fo immenfe, that it was neceflary to keep up a great 
deal of order. | 
We cannot give any. account of the numbers that 
were in Paris uponthatday. The inhabitants from the 
neighbouring villages, from the Provinces, and even 
ftrangers, had flocked there as to the moft brilliant 
fpectacle. Not only the windows about the gallows, 
but even thofe of the Laibar were let at exorbitant 
prices ; and the tops of the houfes were covered with 
fpeQators. But the moft ftriking circumftance was, 
the eagernefs of the women---whofe difpofitions are 
reckoned fo tender and compaffionate-to fee this 
fight, to dwell upon it, to fupport it in 4ff its horror 
without fhedding a tear, and without the flighteft emo- 
tion ; while almoft all the men fhuddered, and turned 
away their heads. = 
The fingularity of this hiftorical fa& has induced us 
to dwell the longer upon it. In reality, if the affaf- 
ination of Kings, fo frequent under the reigns of 
Henry III. and .Henry IV. was put a ftop to under 
the fanguinary defpotic {way of Richelieu---during the 
turbulent minority and civil wars of Lewis XIV.---to- 
: wards 
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wards the end of his reign, when fanaticifm was carried 
to its higheft pitch---and under the Regency, fo fruit~ 
ful in crimes of every fort, when Philip himfelf, accufed 
of the moft horrid enormities, feemed to provoke a too 
legitimate vengeance againft his perfon---who would 
have expected to fee this crime revived under Lewis 
the well-beloved? It feems to have been referved for 
his reign, merely thag no kind of event fhould be want- 


a it. 

e have been particularly defirous of entering into 
the details of this fact, in order to fearch the better 
into it, and to give our cotemporaries the fatisfac- 
tion of learning, that if the annals of their age are 
ever deftined to be flained with a regicide, this was 
the crime of a fingle perfon, which excited the deep- 
eft forrow in every one elfe, and the opprobrium of 
which ought to fall upon him alone. By.a barba~ 
rous cuftom, however, equally repugnant to philofo- 
phy, humanity and juftice, the father, the wife, and 
the daughter of Damiens, though declared innocent, 
were banifhed the kingdom, with prohibitions to re- 
turn upon pain of being hanged. To the grief of being 
related to fuch a monfter, was added infamy, more hor- 
rible than death. 

At the firft news of the King’s danger, in the gene- 
ral confufion that prevailed, alr external as well as in- 
ternal bufinefs had been fufpended, but for an inftant 
only, till the fate of his Majefty was afcertained, both 
for the prefent and the future. ‘Then fome confolation 
was blended with the grief of the French, who, confi- 
dering the event as a lutary warning from Providence, 
flattered. themfelves that Lewis XV. would feel the im- 
portance.of it, andrepent. Madame de Pompadour be- 
ing kept away from his facred perfon, and the Dauphin 
being entered into the Council, feemed te be the fetes 
Tuaning circumftances of a fortunate change. But.the 
Miftrefs foon refumed her power, and the young Prince 
did not the more obtain the confidence of his auguft 
father. .The favourite was too deeply, interefted in 
depriving him of it, and in creating fufpicions, miftruit, 
and jealoufy in the heart of the King. neconaine 
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fairs continued growing worfe, and ill fuccefs de- 
:prefling more and more, if we may venture the expref- 
Fon, the foul of the Monarch, he had no energy left 
but through his Miftrefs, or to have her will carried 
nto execution. 
In vain did the Gentlemen of the Courtsof Enquetts 
and Requefts, availing themfelves of the circumftance 
to teftify their affe€tion and zealeto the Monarch, afk 
to refome their fervices; the arm of vengeance did not 
fall the lefs epee upon them: fixteen of them were 
banifhed into diffant, inconvenient, and unwholefome 
laces ; and when the Gentlemen of the Grand Cham- 
Ber, who remained, expoftulated upon this point, his 
Majefty was made to anfwer by an evafion, faying, 
that they were punifhed Phd reafons perfonal to them- 
1 Fe, Jehvese The King was made to a& the farce 
; ’ of affe€ting to confider them as having vo- 
‘luntarily refigned, to offer them a reimburfement, and 
force them. to receive it. “Then, by a conduct fill 
more indecent, he was made to retra@, to return the 
refignations, to re-eftablifh the Parliament in their 
functions, to grant them ell the explanations relative to 
the declarations regiftered at the Bed of Juftice, and to 
recall the exiles in the moft honourable and moft 
flattering manner. | 
Two Minifters—-one of whom was the-creature of 
‘Madame de Pompadour, -who thinking her loft, at the 
time of the King’s affaflination, had fupported her too 
feebly, and had given her pufillanimous advice; and 
the other conftantly her enemy, ‘but refpetful, and 
concealed, who had broken out in the fame expeéta- 
tion, and teftified an infulting joy—foon felt her re- 
fentment, in a manner proportioned to their offence. 
‘This may xeadily be concluded, from the terms of 
their letter de cachet. In that addreffed to Count 
Argenfon, the King faid drily to him: “ I have no 
further need of your fervices; I order you to fend 
*«.me your refignation of the poft of ry of 
“* the War department, and of every thing that con- 
© cerns the bufinefs conneéted with it, and to retire 
‘46 pon your eftate at Orme.” = 
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His Majefty, on the contrary, made in fome fort ex- 
cufes to M. de Machault: “ The prefent’ circum- 
‘* ftances oblige me to require the. feals from-you, and 
the refignation of your office of Secretary of State for 
the Marine department. You may be always certain 
of my” protection and efteem. If you have any fa- 
vours to afk for your children, you may take the pro- 
per opportunity of doing it. It is fit that you fhould 
™ remain for fome time at Arnouville. I preferve to you 
® your penfion of 30,000 livres *, and the honours of 
* Keeper of the Seals.” | 

They were both ef them’ very favourably treated 
with refpect to pecuniary rewards; for, as the poft be- 
came a flippery.one, their brethren prudently thought 
proper to encourage his Majefty. to a generous munif- 
cence, that they. might awail themfelves of it in their 
turn, in cafeof a difgrace. ‘This eftablifhed a preeedent, 
and the multitude of Minifters fince expelled, when they 
were no longer capable of vexing the State by their ex- 
tortions, thus became fill an odious and intolerable bur- 
then to it. 

The Minifters we are fpeaking of, were lefs the o- 
jects of fuch a reproach, and their long and ufeful fer- 
vices deferved a proportionate recompence. ‘They were 

iddaabtedly the two beft Minifters Lewis XV. ever had, 
gee difniflion was not the leaft injuftice he com-. 
Meet the inftigation of the favourite. Count 

wamOn bad at leaft the fatisfaction to fee himfelf 
Se aehis nephew, M. de Paulmy, whom, fince 
&he had obtained for his affittant. The 
ig. to hope, that this pupil, trained up: 
to the Admigdimition, during fix years, by fo able a 
mafter, would Rave adopted his great prin-iples and 
d:fpatch. H2 was not deficient in under fanding | but;- 
amore devoted to literature than to politics, he was lit- 
tle of a man of bufinefs. As much addicted to plea- 
fure as his uncle, he purfued it without nicety or dif-- 
cretion, and plunged himfelf into debauchery and in-- 
temperance. A flave to all the women, there was 
not: 


“cc 
st 
é¢ 
9 

6s 










* One thoufand ewo hundred and fifty pounds. - 


12 THE PRIVATE LIFE 


not one of them who cduld not flatter herfelf that 
fhe could make him do all the foolifh si fhe 
chofe. By laying himfelf open in this manner fo rea~- 
dily, he was foon fupplanted by a man, who had ever 
afpired to the War department, without lofing fight of 
it one fingle inftant. | : 

With regard to M. de Machaulkt, it feemed as if they. 
had chofen for him the moft’ inadequate fucceffor, in. 
order to make him more regretted. As if the place 
Comptroller General had not already been a fuffici 
burthen for M. de Moras, he was befides charged w, 
the Marine department, and; a few days after, he 
introduced to the Council, in quality of Minifter. ;. 
complete the general indignation againft this ridicgfou 
Atlas of France, the Seals fhould likewife haveaaien. 
intrufted to him. Lewis XV. kept them, and arg 
himfelf with them for feveral years. This ci 
mechanifm pleafed him, and was a true indicatior 
the trifling turn of his mind. It is reckoned that theft 
were eight hundred difpatches fealed in ‘his pre- 
fence. After the death of the Chancellor Seguier, 
in 1672, Lewis XIV. had executed the functions of 
Keeper of the Seals eleven times; but this had not 

"prevented him from putting himfelf at the head of bis 
armies, and conquering Holland ; and he pouxgaeiiite 
the treafury aJl the profits of this lucratives@iaay 
ment; while Lewis XV. by a fordid avazgi 
them to himfelf, and increafed his prygap 38 
with them. | en aoe 
To juftify the appointment of M. dggippikg; it wa 
faid, that the navy being then very exp@M@ave, and the 
fuccefs of its operations depending chiéfly upon dif- 
patch, and being oftentimes much thwa¥ted by natue 
tal caufes, above human powers, nothing could fe 
more judicious than to join this department to that of 
the Conipitallee General; becaufe then the money, 
which was the moft effential circumftance in all move- 
ments, would be conveyed quickly and abundantly into 
the arfenals. Undoubtedly this might have been the 
_cafe, had this rival of Colbert had an underftanding 
igequal to thefe two parts of eee and if, be- 

ot ing 
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ing a bad Minifter of finance, he not been a worfe Mi- 
nifter of the navy. Fortunately, the projets for the 
war in 1757 being already: fettled, and partly executed, 
by M. de Machault, concealefhis incapacity in the be-~ 
ginning,” : . 

The great art of M. de Machault, fince the com-- 
mencement of the war, had been, with an inferior navy, 
to calculate all the movements fo well, and with {fo 
much precifion, that while he conveyed fufficient fuc- 
cours to every part, he had at the fame time been in a 
condition to attack. But the Englifh having confide- 
rably extended their navy, we fhould have been obliged 
to remain upon the defenfive in the courfe of this 
year, except with the fquadron of M. de Keriainr, 
commiffioned to execute a coup de main upon: the coatt 
of Guinea, before he repaired to the American iflands ; 
and who accordingly had fet out at the end of Novem- 
ber, 1756 *, with three veffels and three frigates only. 
‘Fhis Captain had furprifed the enemy ina defencelets 
flate in Africa, had taken a fort from them, ravaged 
their fettlements, taken feveral bands of Negroes, and - 
had afterwards repaired to Martinico, where he had 
fucceeded M. d’Aubigny, and provided for the fafety 
of the Windward iflands. 

M. de Beaufremont had fet out in the beginning of 
February, for St. Domingo t, under pretence of con- 


voying 
*® This fquadron confifted of the following thips : | 
Ships. Guns, Captains, M. 
L’ Intrépide 74 De Kerfaint, Captain. 
L’Opixstre, 60 Moeflin, ditto. 
Le Saint Michael, ‘ 60. Caumont, ditto. 
FRIGATE S, | 
L’ Amithifie, go d’Herlie, Lieutenant. 
La Licorne, 30 Dugué Lambert, ditto. 
CO R V E T T E. 
La Calypfo, 32 Du Cours Lufignet, ad Licutznant.. 
¢ His {quadron confifted of the following fhips: 
Ships. Guns. ered M. M. 
The Chevalier de Beau Temont 
Le Tonaant, 0 ; Commodore ies 


he 
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voying there a Genera] Officer, fome troops, and pro- 
vifions ; but his further and fecret commiflion was_to 
goto Louifbourgh. It was known that the Englith 
propofed to collect all @eir efforts againft this me 
in order to indemnify themfelves for their #4 fuccefs 
upon land in North America ; that their plan of opera- 
tions---founded upon the maxim, that whoever is ma- 
fter of the fea, will foon be fo of the continent---was, 
after having fetzed upon this. key of the river St. Law- 
rence, to lay fiege to Quebec, which, in falling, would. 
make the French lofe all the benefit of their fuccefs, 
This was a ftroke it was neceflary to parry: prepara- 
tions were accordingly made ; but the Englith cing 
only a fquadron of nine fhips, under the command of 
M. Dubois de la Mothe, thought it fufficient to fend fif- 
teen. Admiral Holbourne, to wkom this important 
commiffion had been intrufted, was exceedingly fur- 
prized, when he reckoned eighteen fhips of the fine in 
the road of Louifbourgh. Befide the two divifions we 
have been {peaking of *, there wasa third, which, fail- 


in 
Le Défenfeur, 74 de Blenac, Captain & 
Le Diademe, 74 Rozilly, ditto 
Le Inflexible 64 =«Tilly, ditto 
L’Eveillé, 64 Meruille, ditto. 
FRIGATE S. 
fa Bruns 30 Prevalais, Captain 
La Sauvage 30 Saint-Victoret, Licutenant. 


N. B. The Scepter, of -74 guns, commanded by M. €laveau, 
Port Lieutenant, was feat afterwards with provifions for this 


Squadron. 


* The fquadron of M. Dubois de la Mothe, eonfifted of the 
following fhips ; : 


Ships. Guas. Captains, M. M. 
Le Formidable Bo Puno tence Lieutenant 
Le Duc de Bourg:gne, d’Aubigny, Commodore 
Le Heros, | 74 ce Chateloyer, Captain 
Le Glorieux, 74 de Chavagnac, ditto 
Le Dauphin Royal, 70 WDurrubie, ditto 
Le Superbe 70 the Marquis of Choifeul,. ditto 
Le Bizarre, 64 de Montalais, ditte 
Le Belliguenx, 64 deda Jonquiere, ditto 


Le Celebre, €4 the Chevalier de Tourville, ditto 
FR 


- 
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ing from Toulon in March, notwithftanding the obfta- 
cles it had met with, had arrived at this colony in 
time, and had increafed the fquadron with four fhips 
commanded by M. du Reveft*. The jun&ion of all 
thefe forces, coming from fuch different places to one 
fingle point of sentcarous muft neceffarily: have de~- 
ceived the forefight .of the Britifh Council ; -they ‘haf- - 
tened to fend a reinforcement to Holbourne : it was - 
too late, the expedition had failed ; and this difpatch . 
only ferved to expofe a greater number of forces to the - 
fury of the elements. ‘The Britifh Admiral had been - 

-.cruizing for fome days before Louifbourgh,. braving 
‘Count Dubois de la Mothe, and challenging. him +o » 
ght, avhen on the 24th of September there arofe - 
fo terrible a hurricane, that a Captain in the fquadron, 
who-had-been round the world with Lord re ae de- 
clared, the famous blaft of wind with which they had 
been battered in coubling Cape Horn was nothing in 
comparifon to it.. ‘It lafted fourteen hours. ‘The. moft — 
‘fkilful management was not able to refift it ; it was ne- 
ceffary that the feamen fhould. let themfelves go to its : 
fury; and ifthe weather had not fuddenly changed, as 
‘by miracle, .all the Englith veffels would have been 
fhattered againit the rocks of that fame ifland, which 
they meant to conquer... ‘Of eighteen fhips, the leaft of — 
which mounted.6o0 guns, there were only five that were 
not damaged. The Tilbury was entirely loft, and the - 
twelve others more.or-lefs difmafted +. Admiral Hol- - 
bourne could not -reach. the port.of Halifax till the sth - 
of O@ober.  If.in this-interval the Commandant of the - 
French fquadron: had come oyt, when the wind bes - 
came favourable, he . would have compleated: the dif - 

| | . - 

FR IGaAT €E S., 

La Fleur de Lys, 30 the Chevalier Dubois, Lieut. . 

L’ Hermione, _. Sh Se 

* Thefe thips were L’\Heer, of 74 guns, commended by M.’. 
duRevelt; the Vaiiant.and?Alcide, of 64; and Le Fier, of 50, 
There were alfo fome frigates. 

t+. We Gnd « circumftantial detail of the deplorable ftate of: 
each of thefe veffele in Letter XXAVII. of the prefent pofitical-- 

fate of England, Fs . 
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after of the enemy, and carried terror and defolation 
into their colonies ; he might perhaps have made them 
lofe, Sune the reft of the war, the hope of executing 
their project, and the idea of returning to it. 

M. Dubois de la Mothe, who had ferved with du 
Gué Trouin, and who would have been his rival, if he 
had had the fame opportunities of fignalizing himfelf, 
is defcribed to us by his cotemporaries, as announcing 
in his deportment, his manner, and his difcourfe, a man 
of a fuperior caft, referved, and appearing always bufied 
about great matters, poffeffed with the demon of ava- 
rice, and devoured with ambition. Thefe two faults 
centributed, bya rare effe&t, to make him a better 
fervant to the King; the allurement of riches, or the 
thirft of honours, would have urged him to undertake 
impoflibilities. Extreme temperance made him enjoy, 
in an advanced age, a perfect ftate of health, and a clear 
head, capable of digefting the moft extenfive projects. 
The conduét of the Canada expedition, ought not to 
have been given to an officer almoft fourfcore, enjoying 
an income of 40,000 livres *, who hazarded his former 
reputation, and who had loudly difapproved of all the 
operatidns propofed for this i ai He was pro- 
mifed to be made Lieutenant-General; and he flew: 
there with all the impetuolity of his earlieft youth. In 
doing him this juftice, we are forced to acknowledge, 
that upon the prefent occafion he did not fupport his re- 
putation. At his time of life, an advance of two years 
might produce a great change in:his natural and moral 
character ; he was no longer the fame man. Inftead of 
taking advantage at the inftant of the terror and confu- 
fion of the enemy, heheld a council, when. he fhould 
have ated. Deliberations, in fuch a fituation, are al- 
ways timid. The fquadron, though in harbour, had 
futfered alittle from the guft of wind ;---there were 
fome fick on board the fleet ;---another hurricane might 
come on ;---and it was an effential matter to return to 
Europe :~-fo that it was thought beft to poe for 
the departure. M. Dubois de la Mothe lad it fo much 

| . at. 


i ae 


# Upwards of ope thoufend Gx hundred pounds. . 
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at heart to re-enter fafe and found into Breft, that the 
Diadéme, at thes piece they were. to land in France, 
‘With the Dublin, of 80 guns, and be- 
ing at the eve of ‘taking her, after:an engagement of 
two hours, was,obliged to quit her, on account of a 
fignal which he had mda@e for colleéting. He landed four 
thoufand fick, that isto fay, one third part of his fqua- 
dron. This was his laft expedition, and it had. 
been to be withed, for his. fame, that he would have 
Bien the command up fooner. As for the. reft, he had 
ulfilled the effential part of his commiffion *, the ob- 
je&t of which was.to fave Canada and Cape Breton ; | 
but, ashe ated merely in a paffive manner, and that 
the English had committed two capital faults, in having - 
fet out too late, and with forces too inferior, though | 
they were conquered by the tempeft, Obes they were 
not bythe French. ‘The bad news the Englifh receiv~ . 
ed from the continent, where the brave Montcalm took: 
Fort St. George from them +, confirmed them in their - 
plan of a. maritime invafion. Their perfeverance be~ 
came more obftinate.;—-they deferred to the next year 
the fame expedition, for which they took better mea-- 
fures.. Thofe of France, on the contrary, had no 
longer-the fame vigour ; and the genius of a Moras. 
could not prevail againft that of a Pitt. | 
The retreat of Mr. Pitt from the Miniftry for a few - 
months, had not been one of the leaft caufes of the. 
fafety of Louifbourgh ; fo that this formidable enemy, 
who was the author of the project, if he had remained | 
in office, would have haftened the expedition by his . 
activity, and. Leabeees the. obftacles to it by his fore- 
fight. Hedid not, however, fucceed in one that was . 
better concerted ; the point was, to. take pofleffion of 
Rockefort, a royal port of importance, particularly ne- . 
ceffary for the victualling of the colonies, and for fhip- 
building ; by feizing which, the Englifh would oe 
made : 


having fallen in Wi 


*- As we cannot hete give a detail of feveral ‘curious particu. . 
lars of this campaign, we refer to a manufcript journal of it . 
in the Appendix, No, VIII. : 

+ We alfo refer to a curious manufcript memorial which we. 
have wpon this expedition, to the Appendix, No. IX, . 
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made themfelves mafters of the naval forces in that hat+ 
bour, which were then rather cosfiderable. ‘They 
‘would have plundered and deftroyed the magazines, 
the arfenals, and the founderies; -they would have 
burnt or blown up what they could“not carry away 
with them, the docks, the fotms*, the work-fhops, 
the buildings of every kind, and, by clogging up the 
river Charente, they would, perhaps, have sofleoved 
this port, in fuch a manner that it could not be reftored 
again, at Jeaft not without an enormous expence. The 
execution of this project was not difficult---the moft fa- 
vourable inftant had been chofen, either to fail up the’ 
river and force the entrance of the harbour, defended 
only by two fhips of the line, or to land forces be- 
tween this city and la Rochelle, where there were no 
troops to oppofe them. The high tides were favoura- 
ble to either of thefe enterprizes, and Rochefort, hav- 
ing no fortifications, and no troops ‘te defend it, waited 
| for the conqueror, to furrender. Yt was even im- 
poflible to fend a fuffictent number of troops, except 
from thofe which were in Paris, the neareft place where 
there were any; that is, from the diftance of about one 
hundred and thirty leagues. Jt is certain, that with 
the greateft difpatch, the firft divifion could not have 
reached the place before ‘the 12th of Otober, and that 
theenemy would have had time enough to do all the 
mifchief they had‘pleafed, andto ravage and lay un- 
der contribution all the neighbouring provinces, before 
an anny could have been colle@ted capable of beating 
or repulfing them. | 

The inftru€tions neceflary for this fecret expedition, 
for fo.it was called, had been given by men of the 
‘profeffion, worthy of confidence, whofe reports were 
made from ocular demonftration. Captain Clerke had 
Furnifhied an accurate defcription of the plan of the ny 


i 
xn | 
‘* By Form:, are meant vatt inclofures digged upof a level 
with the bed of the river, and covered withffone, for the cone 
Mtruction or refitting of thips. They are fhut ap by flood-gates, 
‘ich keep the water out, and which are opened, when the 
*"s to be floated, for the purpofe of leuoching her into he 
‘ante. 4 
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‘of Rochefort, which he had fcen and examined in 
1734 at his leifure, and even with leave of the Com- 
aniant.. The conclufion was, thatthere was nothing 
bat as to infult the place, andto carry it by a 
fudden affault, or rather, that it was not in a condi- 
tion to fupport fuch an attack. Ii-could not be-doubt- 
ed but that the place was full as much negtefted, and 
the enemy had reafon to entertain the greateft fecurity 
upon this point. | 

A French failor, named ‘Thierry, of the Proteftant 
religion, who had been upwards of twenty years a pi- 
lot on the coaft of France, and had ferved in that capa- 
city on board feveral of the King’s fhips, had confirm- 
ed the poffibility of a coup de main upon the ifland of 
Aix, Fouras, and Rochefort. He had gtven inftruc- 
tions with regard to the method of- entering and 

,coming out of the road, and of going up the river 
as far as the point of Ags fates a good way further 
vp than the mouth: he had reprefented the landing 
as fafe and .eafy at the diftance of two leagues only 
from the city, and the paflage from thence to Roche- 
fort, as being attended with no obftacle either of na- 
ture or art. ° 

The Government muft neceflarily have had the 

reater confidence in the accounts of thefe two per- 
oe as the one, being an Englifhman and an engineer, 
could have no motive to deceive, and had the talents 
neceflary to form a proper judgment upon what he had 
feen ; and as the other, oe at fk a more fufpici- 
ous perfon, had undergone a long and ferious examina- 
tion during two hours confecutively, and had anfwered 
every queition with a zeadinefs and prefence of mind 
which had aftonifhed and convinced the Miniftry. 

This firft point being amply difcuffed in the Coun- 
cil of his Britannic Majefty, another -queftion, of no 
lefs importance, had been canvaffed : this was the ftate 

of the internal forces of France, the number of its 
‘troops, and the places in which they were difpofed. 
According to a memorial produced from the office of 

‘Lord Holdernefs, the accuracy of which was afcer- 


dained, the prefent troops of France were computed at 
| | | ies 
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two hundred thoufand men, upon the joorne of the 

new auginentations ; and by calculating thofe which 

compofed our armies, thofe fent into our. colonies, ane: 
into India, and dedu¢ting the garrifons of Minorca,and 
of the frontier towns, it was concluded there were no 

more than ten thoufand troops upon the coaft, from 

St. Valery to Bourdeaux. From this calculation it was 

determined that the number of troops embarked fhould 

be equal, in cafe it fhould happen that the French. 
troops, as by a miracle, fhould be collected froin an: 
immenfe extent, for the defence of one fingle point. 

The command of the expedition. was given to General 

Mordaunt, a Nobleman of the firft rank. It had been. 
judged lefs effential to chufe an experienced Commander, 

than a young man, having that temerity belonging to. 
his age, the quality the moft proper tor the coup de. 
main in queftion. ‘The fleet, confifting of upwards of. 
four-fcore fail, fixteen of which were line of bat- 

tle fhips, was under the direftion of three diftin- 

guifhed Admirals, Knowles, Broderic, and Hawke ;- 
the laft of whom had the command in Chief of this. 
naval expedition. 

The fleet, well provided with every neceffary, and. 
chiefly of a confiderable train of artillery, had fet fail 
on the 7th of September, and, though much delayed | 
by contrary winds, had yet arrived time enough for the 
fuccefs of the expedition; fince on the zoth, when it: 
made its appearance, no preparation had been made 
for defence; no more than three hundred regulars 
were affembled at Fouras; and the batteries were not 
yet mounted. The ifland of Aix, the moft formidable. 
poft we had to oppofe to the enemy, was attacked, 
and taken in lefs than three quarters. of an hour, An 
attempt fo fuccefsful, ought to have vara them; 
they eee have judged, by the facility of this con- 
queft, of the negligence with which matters had been 
conducted, and of the confufion, diforder, and terror, 
that prevailed upon the coaft, and in the herbour. 
We were fo fully convinced of the inutility of the ef- 
forts we could make, that we thought lefs of repulfing 

Min, ‘than of attending to the beft mode of furren- 

ig. M. de Rhuis, at the head of the adminiftra- 
uon 
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tion of the port, had not only fent away all the papers 
of the Intendant’s office, into the inland countries, but 
alfo his plate and effects of every kind. The Count 
de Goefbriant, the Commandant, had imitated his ex-~ 
ample, and both of them had concealed their pufillani- 
mity fo little, that it had communicated itfelf to all 
the orders of the citizens. ‘ The carriages and work- 
men in the port, inftead of being engaged in fuccour- 
ing and defending the place, were employed in this 
thameful fervice. | 

The excefs of their timidity manifefted itfelf par- 
ticularly on the night of the 25th. It was then juft 
high water, and the wind and weather were favoura- 
ble ;=-the fleet had made an evolution, which announc- 
ed a defign of landing; the fhore was remarkably con- 
venient for this purpofe ; there were no batteries on the 
fpot called /e Platin d’Angoulin, atid too few troops, 
not to be repulfed on the firft attack, or fwept by the 
enemy’s artillery ; the way was open, and we had no 
hopes of refiftance:—the keepers of the magazines, 
fixed at their poft in the harbour, had orders to give 
up the keys of them to the firft Englith officer they | 
fhould fee. ‘The Commandant and the Intendant of 
the navy, had refpettively affembled their troops at - 
their houfes, in expe¢tation of the event, to fecure 
themfelves from the firft outrages of an infolent cone 
queror, or to be included advantagecufly in the arti- 
cles of a capitulation. Du Mefnil, the Captain of the 
port, went now and then upon the balcony of the In- 
tendant’s houfe, to obferve what was pafling upon 
the road ¢ it was fo beautiful a moon-fhine, that all the 
objeGts could be diftinguifhed with a glafs. A pro- 
found filence prevailed, but fear made them fometimes 
fuppofe that they heard a noife, or fome motions on 
‘ board the Englith fhips; then the terror was redou- 
bled : at length, the hour of the tide being paft, they 
were clear of every thing but the humiliation of the 
fcene: an indelible ftain to the navy of this. depart- 
ment, It was on their fhips, on the ramparts, or with 
their arms in their hands, that they fhould have enter- 
ed into parley, and not in the obicure inclofure of a 


houfe. — Th 


Mt 


. The alarms were continued on the 26th, 27th, an 
28th, while high-water lafted; but they ciminifhed. 
suse and the French had had time to colle@ a. 
ew troops, and to raife fome intrenchments. : 
At length, on the tf of O&ober, this formidable: 
Aicet difappeared, without having done any thing more: 
than conquer a rock. throw a tew ufelefs bombs into: 
Fouras, and carry off a few barges, and a boat, in 
which were fome ladies from la Rochelle, whom the. 
conquerors very politely fent back. We could not 
Conceive. that they had difappcared in this manner, 
without having made the flighteft effort toland. The 
inhabitants of la Rochelle, and of Rochefort,” in their. 
furprife, went upon this famous Fiutin, congratulating 
and embracing each other for joy, while they refle@ted. 
to how trifling a circumftance they owed their fafety. 
A tolerable good artifice of M..de Langeron, Lieuté- 
eae ee Commandant at Fouras, had contributed. 
to deceive the enemy. ‘To make his fittle troop ap- 
pear more confiderable to them, he cau‘ed his. foldicrs 
to pafs in review now-and-then, and to return with 
their coats infide out, fo as to give an idea of frefh . 
troops under another uniform. Some emiffaries, who - 
were induced to let themfclves be taken on purpofe, 
kept up’ this idea among the Engtith; -and from their + 


Teport afterwards, in conformity to the event, -this con- - 


trivance, which was laughed at-upon land as a childifhi: 
one, had fucceeded. . mae 

At London, that proud peeple---who always cone - 
demn their Generals, when their enterprizes ate not 
attended with fuccefs---was incenfed with a retreat 
too fimilar to that from ‘Port ’Orient.. It might have, 
been imagined, that the example of what had patted? 
upon that occafion, would have’ infpired the Generals “ 
of the prefent expedition with greater confidence ; & 
and this confideration rendered them more culpable. 


_ "There.was a court-martial appointed to try them; 


‘dt was expetted, that the cataftrophe of Admiral Byn 
would be renewed; but though in reality more cu 
able than he, the law acquitted them, inafmuch as 
‘their. orders were conditional, and that to .conder 
the proceedings mut have been founded aoe 
. a num- 
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? 
a number of fatts, which muft have been inquired into 
in France: an abferd and impratticable idea f. 

India was ‘the only part of the world in which the 
Englith had any remarkable fuccefs this year: the iné 
telligence they received from thence, afforded them 
fome little confolation for their il] fuccefs, in Canada, 
and in Europe. They had the lefs reafon to expe 
this, as, with moderate and weakened forces, they had 
a troublefome war to fuftain againft the Sonbah of 
Bengal. If the French, ftill anumated with the con- 
quering genius of Dupleix, had joined their intereft to 
thofe of the natives of the country, they would un- 
doubtedly have derived a great advantage from {t, 
and, with the reinforcements fent from Europe, might 
have maintained themfelves with glory in: Indoftan. 
But on this occafion, too faithful to the neutrality agreed 
upon refpeéting the borders of the Ganges, théy gave 
their enemies time to breathe, and to furprize them. 
Chandernagor fell into their hands, and this. g March 
lof turned the fcale entirely in favour of *° “““"*™ 
the English. 

At the time of the rupture between the two Crowns, 
the Keeper of the Seals had caufed the Syndics and 
Dire&tors of the India Company to be aflembled, in 
order that they might difcufs among them{elves, whe- 
ther # were more expedient to fufpend or to continue 
the trade. They readily perceived, from the afpiring 
views of this Minifter, chat he was inclined to have it 
continued, and this was a fufficient reafon for thofe 
Gentlemen: 10 comply with his ideas, upon a promife 
from the part of M de Machault, that he would pro- 
tect the navy of the proprietors with the whole weight 
of the King’s maritime forces. Accordingly, two Ge- 
neral Officers -had been chofen, and commiffioned to 
command this fquadron and the troops; one was M. 
d’Aché, and the.ather Count Lally. Thefe two men, 

‘prométed by the f{pirit of intrigue, rather than by the 
will ef the Minifter, were the moft improper for this 
expedition. The firft, having a great ceal of ambi- 
. rs. - ¥on, 

t+ The neceffary informations might have: been particularly 


taken from a manuiciipt account, communicated to us by an eye- 
witnefs, and which we fhall give in the Appendix, No, X. 
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tion, was not deficient in talents and couragé, but hav- 
ing no particular inducement for this long, diftant, and 
dificult commiffion, had accepted the poft with no 
other view than to haften his promotion to the flag. 
He was a very proud man; and, feeing with reluctance 
that he was appointed only to command merchants, 
was already difgufted before he fet out. Befides, he 
was unfortunate, all his expeditions having been mark- 
ed by fome difafter. This one began in the fame in- 
aufpicious manner. He was obliged to bring to, after 
having fet fail. Some accidental events happened in 
his fquadron. He had then two of the King’s fhips 
joined to his own, which gave at leaft fome importance 
to his command ; their deftination was changed, fo 
that, remaining with only fome fhips of the India Com- 
pany, he thought-his dignity calleden queftion. Some 
turbulent perfons who governed him, and others inte- 
refted in giving him bad advice, applauded much the. 
ftep which his pride dittated, to give in his refignation. 
In 1748, he had thus refigned the oaimaud of the 
Alcide, upon the frivolous pretence that the fhip was 
unable to keep the fea; while M de Kerfaint, who, 
fucceeded him, had fuccefsfully executed his commif-. 
fion. This fault would have deprived him of all hopes 
of preferment, if Count Maurepas had remained at the 
head of the marine department The fecond, would 
have ruined: him under M. de Machault ; but M. de 
Moras was under the controul of the officers. This 
officer, having repented of his caprice, and having fent 
a fecond meffenger to retraét, the Minifter ftill deter- 
mined the’King to thank him for this mark of his zeal; 
and: he fet fail. A fecret mifunderftanding: between 
the Captains of the Company and the Commander, 
were. not lefs the refult of this unfortunate beginning. 
The captatis having no doubt of the contempt which 
_ he‘ had ‘for them, returned it to him,’and grounded it, | 
not upon puecrile motives of vanity, as M. d’Acwe had 
done, but upon his real incapacity for the expedition, ° 
We fhall find hereafter, that this motive (eas uiffortu-. 
nafely butte well founded. From a tolerably good 


-prisaee- offer, which he had been, he became a bad, 
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With refpeét to M. de Lally, the defire of ebtaining 
the red riband, and the thirft of gold, had Jed him to an- 
other hemifphere, rather than his duty or the love of his 
country. Hig companions were fo well acquainted with 
his turn for rapine and oppreffion, that they advifed 
him-not to go, prefaging to him a finifter end. Being 
of a hafty, hard, and even ferocious difpofition, he foon 
quarrelled with M. d'Aché, whofe manners were gen-~ 
tle, and who was full of attention and politenefs in fo- 
ciety. Befides, M. de Lally could not but difpleafe at 
Pondicherry, where he came to fucceed the fortunate 
Buffy, the confidant, and the right-hand man of Du- 

leix ; he, who having been acquainted with his plans, 
ew beft how to make them fucceed. He might have 
expected, that all the fervants of the Company, and: 
efpecially the military men, would be leagued againft 
‘him, exafperated as they were, that an ofhcer of the 
King’s forces, entirely unacquainted with this peculiar 
kind of war, fhould fet himfelf up to take from them 
the honours and: rewards, which they thought they 
had deferved by their talents and their long-continwed 
labours. *It was much worfe; when to thefe perfonal 
pretenfions, the new Brigadier joined the inflexibility: 
of command, the folly of-his proceedings, the inhu- 
manity and barbarity of treatment. ut let us not 
previoufly excite the indignation of the reader, by 
drawing the pi@ture of a nfonfter, who will thew him- 
felf tao well hy his aGtions, when the time comes to 


Bo 


bring him ferward upon the fcene. 











Let us.now..tugn our view to the land-war, which 
Ue SS ee a ee 
was congheltieg, and was not lefs remarkable than 
that upen‘Segyby the intérefting nature, the grandeur, 
and fin ¥ of events. 


We left. the King of Pruffia in Saxony, where he 
continued to live at the expence of that: unfortunate 
country. All the informations received from thence, 
made people fhudder at the horrid vexations experien- 
ced there from.the conquering Monarch, from his Ge’ 
neral Officers, his troops, and the meaneft of his foldi-: 
ers. He not only burthened the villages with enor- 
mous contributions, both with refpeét to-men and mo-~ 
ney, but he feemed inclined to compétall the inhabi-: 
i. tants 
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tants to defert, and to migrate into his neighbouring 
dominions, by forbidding the lands to be fown. ‘The 
circumftance that aggravated the misfortunes of Saxony, 
‘was, the friendly declarations he preferved in his mam- 
feftos, fo evidently contradicted by his actions; al- 
though he protefted, that he had only entered that 
kingdom as its guardian, and ftaid there only as its 
geared It was reported, that, the electoral Prince 

aving written to him in favour ef a hamlet unable to: 
furnifh the number of men required by him; he an- 
fwered; that he muft not meddle with affairs that-did 
mot concern him. , 

In order to remove troublefome witneffes of his ac- 
tions, he had carried his boldnefs fo far, as to have it 
infinuated to the foreiga Minifters refiding at. Drefden, 
that they flsould go to the King of Poland at War-. 
faw ; but they antwered that they had no advice nor 
orders to receive uponthat head, but from. their. owa: 
Courts. , 

So many oppreffions: intitled the other Powers to: 
vent their abufe againtt him in their public acts ; and ac- 
eordingly, they-reproached his Majefty-in the moft vio~ 
lent terms. France told him, shat by fuch a condud, 
he: fufficientl) manifefied, that he refpetted neither buman: 
nor divine laws.*.. The Empsefs of Ruffia declared to: 
the Saxon ea eaaea at her Court, that fhe me- 
ditated.a revenge, not: only proportioned to the dama-- 
gesdone tothe electorate, dut- to the enormity of this 
rafb of Ha Sve of peace, on-the part of the King of Pruf- 

ia. 





he Baron de.Polikau,; Minifter fram,Saxony at 
the .Ganerat Diet ofthe Empire, in the:ggmorial writ-- 
ten-invanfwerto thatof his Pruffian MajeOapy’cecapitu- 
lating;the misfortunes of his country, exclasased : the/e- 
are ‘Aa jo well anefied, that: if men‘fhould: be. filent, 


even the flones quould:fpeak. The Emprefs Queen, en-- 
tering into. ftill: greater details, defcribed. the well- 
known tarbulent difpofition of this Prince, bis under-: 
hand intrigues in foreign Courts, his continual infrac-- 
‘tions of treaties, violated as:. foon as they were fign-. 
er ed,. 
es a8 


 ™® Gee the circular letter of the Court of. France, to all its: 
SAinifters ip. foreign Court:, in the month of September 1756. . 
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ed, and his alternate aggreflions againft the weakeft of 
‘his neighbours. Sheaccufed him, of being guided by 
no rule of conduét, but that of his own imtcelt 3 of ac- 
knowledging no right, but that of the ftrongeft ; and of 
adopting no meafures, but fuch as were diated by vio- 
lence or perfidy, according as they ferved his turn +. 
The Emperor at length cited him to the tribunal of the 
Empire; and had releafed, by a decree, all the fub- 
jects of that Prince from their oath of allegiance to 
him. 

Thefe inveétives, threats, and decrees, did not inti- 
midate Frederic; and, while an affaffination was at- 
tempted on the King of France, mild as he was, and 
in the midft of a nation whe idolize their Sovereign, the 
King of Pruffia was fecn in the heart of an enemy’s 
country, though anathematized by the Chief of the 
Empire, denounced to the nations as the difturber of 
the tranquillity of Europe, and as the {courge of man- 
kind, yet watking alone, difcarding every attendance, 
erefcort, in abfcurity, in the depth of night; while, 
among fuch a number of appreffed perfons, one fingle, 
faithful neice wasnot excited to claim his liberty and 
avenge his Sovereign. But if his great foul was fupe- 
rior to every vulgar.terror, yet was he not undifmayed 
at a league which was daily mereafing to cruth him. 

The Diet of Ratifbon decreed by a Conclu- 
fum, that the feveral States of the Empire '7 Fan. 
fhould concur with all their might in the re-eftablith- 
ment of public tranquillity--in the reftoration of the 
King of Poland to his hereditary dominions, with the 
moft complete indemnity---and in procuiing to the Em- 
prefs, as Queen and Eleétrefs of Bohemia, the. fatif- 
faction that was due to her: for thefe purpofes, each 
Circle were to furnifh three times more than their ordi- 
nary contingent, and to hold their troops in readinefs 
to march to the relief of the oppreffed. 

Count d Affry, Minifter Plenipotentiary from France 
at the Hagne, acquainted the States General, that 
hjs mafter, as guarantee of the treaty of Weftphalia, 


and 


f See the anfwer of the Emprefs Queen, to the Motives of 
the King of Prufilia. 
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and in confequence of the new one of Verfailles, pro- 
pols to affemble a body of troops upon the Lower- 
hine, about Duffeldorp, for the advantage of his al- 
‘lies, oppreffed by the King of Pruffia; but that his 
forces, far from attempting any thing that could give 
any alarm to their High Mightineffes, would be em- 
ployed in their defence, if they fhould be molefted on 
account of the neutrality they had engaged in. To 
which the States General aitered by 1epeated affu- 
rances that they would keep their word. 
March, .. he Czarina, impelled by the Marquis de 
Pana ‘Hopital, Rautsatisdor Extraordinary from 
Lewis XV. to her Court, to haften the fuccours ftipu- 
lated in heracceffion to the treaty of Verfailles, de- 
manded of the King of Poland a paflage for her 
‘troops; and, in deftance of the reprefentations of the 
King of Pruffia, and even of his requifition of auxiliary 
troops, which he pretended to have a right to claim, 
the Ruffians croffed the country, to the number of 
fourfcore thoufand regular troops, and prepared to en- 
ter upon Dueal Praia. | 
The King of Sweden declared, that, in quality of 
guarantee of the treety of Weftphalia, he could not 
avoid marching his troops into the King of Pruffia’s do- 
minions, and into the divifion of the Dutchy of ante- 
rior Pomerania, to avenge the violated conftitution of 
the Empire---to compel that Prince to give the fa- 
tisfactions required-—and to reftore the peace of Ger- 
many *. . 
ta word, the King of Denmark, notwithftanding 
the conformity of his religion to that of the King of 
Paiifia—who declared himfelf the fupporter of the 
Proteftant faith, which it was meant to deftroy, and 
notwithftanding his confanguinity with the King of 
Great Britain---affured Lewis XV. by his Minifter in 
France, that he would obferve the treaties of union 
and neutrality, and that he would not furnith any 
oe to his Pruffian Majefty in the prefent con- 


When 


# See the manifefto of the Swedith Generale 
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When we fee fo many Powers united againft a meer 
Elector of Brandenbourgh, notwithftanding the know- 
ledge we have of his military and poljtical talents, there 
was no one who did not foretel a fatal deftiny for him 
at the end of the campaign---who did not think that he 
had deceived himfelf with regard to his own powers, 
and to the affiftance he had flattered himfelf with from 
his allies. So low was his credit.then reduced, that, 
endeavouring to negotiate at Amfterdam a loan of one 
hundred thoufand crowns f, he failed in the attempt. 
The fubfidies he expetted from England did not come 
in, becaufe George II. had himfelf a great deal of dif- 
ficulty in procuring from his Parliament the neceflary 
fupplies for the fupport of his Hanoverian dominions, 
threatened by the French. We muft acknowledge, 
that Frederic had no reafon to repent of his invafion in 
Saxony: he was exerting every effort to prevent his 
own ruin, which, at the fight of enemies & numerous 
and fo powerful, he himfelf confidered as unavoidable 
~--he was endeavouring to excite his fecret partizans in 
the Diet of the Empire, to open negociations for peace, 
his only refource ; and the King oop a although 
he had not reaped the advantage made by that Prince’s 
diverfion in his favour, efpoufed his caufe from motives 
of gratitude. The animofity was too ftrong, and the 
ceatasars too infufficient. Already had the French de- 
prived him of his dominions in Weltphalia ; and inftead 
of keeping upon the defenfive, he continued to attack. 
Four bodies of his troops entered Bohemia at Ma 
once, in four different places: he himfelf gain- °°" ” 
ed the battle of Prague : he invefted the city, and laid 
fiege to it. A conqueft of this kind, by making him 
matter of all Bohemia, might open the whole countty of 
Germany to him. This capital, clofely preffed, had 
already no more than a few days provifions: it had 
been the more fpeedily reduced to famine, as five-and- 
thirty thoufand men of the beaten army had retired 
into it; it was bombarded without intermiffion, and 
cannonaded with red-hot balls. ‘Too much fiteccipita- 
tion made the conquering Monarch lofe all the advan- 

tage 
+ Twelve thoufand five hundred pounds, 
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br of his victory, and brought him back to the brink 
Or ruin. \ 
Marfhal Daun, -at the head of near forty thoufand 
men, was coming up to its relief; the King of Pruffia, 
_prefuming too much upon his ftrength, and upon the 
difcouragement prevailing among the Auftrians, thought 
he had nothing to do but to fhew himfelf, in order to 
put tem to flight. He marched out of his camp with 
the chief part of his army, and advanced to the Mar- 
fhal, who was intrenched upon the brow of a hill; dy 
which manceuvre he gave the enemy every advantage 
of which he dconced hinfelf. His trodps went up 
18 Fune feven times to the charge, and were as often 
’ repulfed and overthrown. At length, he was 
obliged to leave the field of battle, with the lofs of 
twelve thoufand men ; the communication with Prague 
was opened again-—-he was forced to raife the fiege, and 
to evacuate all Bohemia. It was upon, this occafion 
that he appeared more great than ever, by making a 
noble avowal of his rafhnefs: ‘“‘ I have no reafon to 
‘“‘ complain of the bravery of my troops,” he wrote to 
one of hisconfidants, “ nor of the inexperience of my 
“‘ officers ; I have committed the fault myfelf, and I 
“ hope to repair it.” _ 
Unfortunately the French---who had amufed them- 
felves with writing the moft infulting fongs upon him--~ 
who had defcribed him as reduced to the loweft extre- 
mity, and as having no refource left but in his rage, 
and in a glorious death---were the firft to furnith the 
occafion of renewing the luftre of kis glory, by their 
Now, {ameful defeat at Rofbach. The General’s 
5 ew, letter to the King, upon this occafion, ex- 
prefles, better than any thing we could add, the 
difafter and opprobrium of this day. The Prince of 
Soubife’s letter was contained in the following terms ; 
“TI write to your Majefty in the excefs of my defpair : 
“ the defeat of your army is complete. Icannot tell 
** you how many of your officers hawe been killed, are 
“ takenj or mifling = 
This letter---which perhaps furnifhes the frft inftance 
Big Couriers telling the plain truth ypon fuch an oc- 
n, and without alledging any e ; and the mo- 


dafiu 
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defly which the Prince of Soubife afterwards fhewed, 
in refigning the command, and ferving in the quality 
of Lieutenant General under Marflal Richelieu---ato- 
ned, in the opinion of many perfons, for his weaknefs, 
in having taken upon himfelf an employment for which 
he was unfit. A good citizen and a brave foldier, he 
difcovered too late, that he was a bad General. It is 
neceflary to add, at leaft as his adherents give out, 
that he had been forced by the Prince of Saxe Hild- 
bourgfhaufen, who commanded the army of the Cir- 
cles, to attack, and that all the misfortune of the cay 
was to be attributed to this General of the Empire, 
fince our troops, being no more than auxiliaries in that 
affair, the French Commander was obliged to pay a de- 
ference to his orders, or at leaft to his advice. 

However this may be, the defeat was fo much the 
more difgraceful, as the combined army was ftronger 
by two-thirds than that of the King of Pruffia ; that 
we were the dupes of a feint made by that Monarch, 
who, feeming to retreat, led gs into a fnare, which not 
only rendered our fuperiority of numbers ufelefs, but 
alfo, by throwing us into a moft difadvantageous po- 
fition, left us expofed, almoft defencelefs, to the whole 
fire of his artillery. If the battle was not fo bloody as 
we had reafon to fear, it was owing to the good ma- 
neeuvres of the Duke de Broglio and the Count de St. 
Germain. M.de Soubife had alfo the good fenfe to 
fubmit to their advice, and to be guided by them, 

As this is the only time in this war that Frederic had 
any opportunity Bienes with the French, and as 
the hiftory of this Prince makes no part of our plan, 
we fhall now lofe fizghtof him, leaving him to ftrug- 
gle feveral years with alternate good and bad fortune, 
againft the Swedes, the Ruffians, -and the Auftrians, 
and extricating himfelf at laft from his critical fituation, 
by a general peace. We only with to complete his 
triumph, that his glory had not been tarrifhed by a 
multitude of vexations and cruelties in Saxony, which 
his enemies have undoubtedly exaggerated, and which 
his defperate fituation, perhaps, rendered neeeffary, but 
which humanity muft ever deplore. 

Vor. Ill. G The 
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The lofs of the battle of Rofbach was attended with 
‘the moft fatal confequences to the French, it deprived 
them of all the benefit of the fuccefs of the campaign 
In Weftphalia, and became the caufe of an unprece- 
dented revolution, which rendered this unfortunate 
country again the theatre of ‘the calamities of war. 

Since the month of March, Marfhal d’Eftrées had 
figned a convention at Vienna, by which the King of 
France obliged himfelf to make his army crofs the We- 
fer, in order to enter the eleCtorate of es The 
period for this was fixed on the roth of July, or fooner ; 
for, in the plan of the campaign prefented to the 
King, this General had eileen the difficulties that 
‘might retard the event, and this forefight had not been 
imputed to him asacrime. “The army having affem- 
bled at Wefel, he had taken the command on the 27th 
of April. He was oppofed by the Duke of Cumber- 
‘land, famous fince the battle of Fontenoi: he had per- 
‘plexed this Prince by different marches and counter- 
marches; he had made Kim apprehenfive of being fur- 
rounded in his camp at ‘Bielefeld, and had forced ‘him 
‘to abandon it, and torepafs the Wefer, in order to co- 
ver the ele€orate. 

This flow and methodical proceeding did not {fa- 
tisfy the Impatience of the Pariluas, and murmurs were 
univerfally excited againft the Marfhal. It was not 
confidered, whether he could have atted in a different 
manner, and whether the obftacles he met with upon 
the article of fubfiftence were not the caufe of ‘his de- 
Jay. It was imagined, that nothing was to refift the 
4mpetuofity of the Frerich; and experience had fhewn, 
that when once the firft ardour of cur troops was 
cooled, it was to be feared they might grow difguft- 
ed: this laft circumftance gave fome plaufibility to the 
‘alarms of fenfible perfons, who, without throwing 
‘any pofitive blame upon the General, would willingly 
have feen him Ps fome decifive ftroke. At length the 
opportunity offered itfelf, and the battle of Haftembeck 
reconciled him to the peogf®. But this was no longer 
‘of any ufe to him. The @iemies of M. d'Eftrées, who 
wete. partly the authors @f the complaints—who fo- 
eee mented 
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rye 
mented and imereafed them---had cabdlfed in furch a 
manner at Court, that Marfhal Richelieu had been ap- 
pointed. This intelligence was mace known, exactly 
at the time that the newsof the victory arrived. The 
converfations were then changed in companies, where 
the vi€tory was talked of with the warmeft intereft. 
The Marthal was pitied, juftified, and regretted ; peo- 
ple were afhamed of having doubted his military ta- 
lents ; it was wifhed that the Court would retract its 
orders, and every one was delighted, that, before he 
retired, he had at leaft this glorious a€tion to oppofe to 
his depreciators ; vows were made that his return might 
be marked by fome other fortunate event, and that 
he might make -his appearance crowned with frefh 
laurels, - _% | 
To thefe compaffionate feelings for the difgrace of 
the General, indignation was foon added, when feve- 
ral letters from the army mentioned, that the day of 
the battle of Haftembeck, ought to have been the laft 
of the Hanoverian army, if every one had done his 
duty; that they would all have been unavoidably 
made prifoners of war, according to the combination of 
the different and correfponding attacks ; and that this 
fine plan had failed of fuccefs, merely from the jea- 
loufy of the General officers. Among others, the Count 
de Maillebois, Quartermafter General of the army was 
named, in whom Marfhal d’Eftrées, knowing his great 
capacity, had placed an unreferved: confidence. He 
was accufed of an enormous perfidy, fo much as to 
have abufed his confidence, to have fent him a falfe 
intelligence, and to have ordered of himfelf difpofitions 
‘Capable of putting a ftop tothe fuccefs of his Maijef- 
tysarms. Thefe complaints were the grounds of a 
court-martial, upon which the fentiments of the Court 
and city were divided during the winter. There was, 
however, but one cry on the fide of the patriots, re- 
quiring the head of the traitor---whofe guilt was fo 
much the greater, as his talents were more extraordi- 
‘nary, and as he could not haveerred, without doing 
it knowingly and purpofely. We fhall fee hereafter 
how. the affair turned. 
' Ga The 
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The circutiffance that confirmed and-encouraged the 
Count of Maillebois in his extraordinary conduét to- 
wards the Marfhal, was his collufion with the Minifter 
of the War department, and undoubtedly with the fa- 
vourite alfo, wifhing to difguf& M. d’Eftrées, whom 
fhe had not appointed, and who did not pay his court 
toher. Et isa fact admitted *, that the Count held a 
fecret correfpondence with the Marquis de Paulmy ; 
that he often difpatched couriers extraordinary to him, 
tocriticife the conduét of the General, and to prefent 
other plans to him; and that, ever fince the 2d of July, 
he had been informed of the Minifter’s having propofed 
to the King, to appoint a fucceflor to Count d’Ettrées. 
In his ambitious dreams, he had undoubtedly flattered 
himfelf, that this‘honour would devolve upon him: 
the was much difappointed upon feeing Marfhal Riche- 
lieu arrive, 

On the 30th of July-—that is four days before his 
wittory-—d'Eftrées learnt that Marfhal Richelieu was 
coming to join him with 15,000 men. His Majefty, in 
announcing this reinforcement to hin, affigned as thie 
motive for removing him from the command, that be- 
ing determined to join the two armies, he was defirous 
of intrufting it to the oldeft officer. The reft of the 
Jetter contained matters very flattering to M. d’Eftrées. 
We cannot reconcile ourfelves to this mean conduét-in 
a Sovereign, who excufes and palliates his conduét to a 
fervant whom he difmiffes. He ought never to do this 
from caprice, from infinuation, or from perfonal dif- 
like : there fhould be always fome fubftantial catrfe, ei- 
ther a fault, or an incapacity, on the part of the perfon 
difgraced. And in one of thefe cafes, the King ought 
to exprefs himfelf as a Judge who punifhes, and to 
manifeft to the nation the motives of a difmiffion, 
vies otherwife they can only difapprove and cen- 

ure. 

There were at that time in the army three Princes of 
the blood, the Duke of Orleans, the Prince of Condé, 
and the Count de la Marche. Their opinion ought to 

ave 


* See the Explanations prefented to the King by Marfbal d’Ef- 
tredig gto. Paris. 1758. 
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have nad fome weizht ; it appeared that they had not 
been confulted, and the Duke of Orleans expreffed his 
difpleafure at tt, by leaving the army to go to Aix-la- 
Chapelle, the waters of which he pretended would be 
of ule tohim. However, before he went, he had re-- 
ceived Marfhal Richelieu’s vifit, who began by paying. 
his duty to their-Royal Highneffes. This new Gene-- 
ral, after having had a conference with his A 
predeccffor, wrcte thus to the King: “Mar- 4778" 
“ fhal d’Eftiées has given me an aceount of the ftate 
“ of the army, and has communicated his plans, like- 
“a faithful fubjeét. Nothing can be more prudently: 
“conceived. He has left us like a hero.” 

The new General, whofe aidour was not’ flackened: 
by age, always ative, always brilliant, appeared at: 
firft to be the perfon beft adapted to the bufinefs: and: 
he would, perhaps, have made his predeceffor be for-: 
Seaage in the minds of the inconftant and trifling 

rench, if he had united wifdom and maturity of 
counfel to his impetuous valour; if he had had a 
greater degree of forefight, and efpecially more honefty: 
and moderation ; and if, contrary. to the conduat of 
Marfhal d’Eftiées, he had not advanced into Germany: 
without knowing how he fhould get out of it. He 
marched up to the Duke of Cumberland, obliged him: 
to retreat, purfued and preffed him with that impetuo- 
fity which is irrefittible, forced him to fhut himfelf up- 
in Stade, and wedged him in there in fuch a manner, 
that the Duke would certainly have been obliged to fur-. 
render, to an enemy who would have been coo] and: 
patient enough to wait. 7 

The Marflal, dazzled with the glory of having, 
without ftriking a blow, terminated the war in this. 
quarter, accepted, under the guarantee of the King 
of Denmark, promifed by his reprefentative, Count: 
Lynar, “whe too-celebrated convention of 5 
.Clofter-Seven; more honourable, undoubt- '° *4% 
edly, and-more-ufeful, than a battle gained, if, drawing: 
it up ina clear and diftin@t manner, he had given it all. 
the neceflary folidity and authenticity. 

France 
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- France pretended, by this convention, that fhe. be-~ 
came abfolute miftrefs of all the dominions of the King 
of Great Britain in Germany, and-thofe of all his al- 
lies ; England, @n the contrary, contended that it had 
only fheltered the electorate of Hanover---by putting 
it into a flate of neutrality---from the ravages of war, 
as well as the poffeffions of the neighyouring Princes. 
Lefs motives than thefe would have ot€afioned a rup-” 
ture upon the firft opportunity. : 

To determine, who firft broke the convention, is an 
hiftorical problem, which, like many others that one 
would think ought not to be fo, remains ftill to be re- 
folved. If we credit Voltaire---always zealous in the 
defence and praife of his fiiend---it.was the fault of the 
Minitry at Verfailles, who would not ratify the con- 
vention, and the Jaws impofed by the French.General' 
on the Duke of Cumberland, and who did not fend: 
their ratiftcation till five days after the battle of Rof 
bach*. According to the Englifh, on the contrary, 
it was the Duke de Richelieu, who, in contempt of 
the treaty, was enriching himfelf with exceflive con~ 
tributions, and. the plunder of a country expofed with~. 
out defence to hig. arms ; endeavouring thus, m the mot 
cruel and barbardus manner, to repair his fortune, 
{quandered in the ciforderly life of a libertine Cour- 
tier t. Inaword, according to the Aifforical Journal 
of the reign of Lewis XV. and other private menioirs, it 
was the Hanoverians, who, notwitiftanding the con- 
vention of Clofter-Seven, had taken up arms again and 
pafled their boundaries: Thefe feveral cucumftances 
night indeed all have contributed ; but the true caufe 
of the breaking af the capitulation, was th@Mefeat of the 
Prince of Soubife. This event revived the coprage of. 
the allied troops, who perceived the weak flate of the 
conquéeror. In a word, it wits force,that had dictated - 
the convention, and it was force that broke iz. ‘This 
will always happen, whenever the good faith of the. 
Conquered party is imprudently trufted to, for the ob-. 
fervance of a law impofed by force. 


* See his Siecle de Louis XV. chap. xxxiii. 
. See the Hiflo-y of the War of 1756, wiitten in Englifh, 
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Another fault, comrhon to the contraéting parties, 
was, to have accepted the guarantee of a Piince too. 
little powerful to make it refpected. Count Lynar 
had'not been able to give fatisfaction to the Regency. 
of Hanover for their complaints, and to ftop the ex- 
actions of the French. He concluded by writing to 
Marfhal Richelieu, that the accommodation was at. 
anend ; that there was-no longer any room for nego- 
tiation on his part, and that he was returning to Den- 
mark. Prince Ferdinand,. brother tothe Duke of 
Biunfwick, came to take the command of the troops, 
‘refuming their arms in all parts, and fucceeded 
the Duke of Cumberland, who returned to London 
difcontented and difgraced, and who was turned into 
ridicule at Paris, wherein a grotefqne caricature, he was. 
reprefented on foot, with a white ftick in his hand, go- 
ing away with his back turned, and ia-the attitude of. 
fhame and defpair. The Englifh had certainly frequent. 
opportunities afterwards of a retaliation more durable,. 
and did not fail to improve them. a 

Jt was, however, moft proper that the General, who. 
had been one of the contra¢ting parties in the capitu’. 
lation, fhould not ‘ connience Heli The Com-. 
mander who fucceeded to the King of England’s fon,,. 
fent an officer to Marffial Richelieu, to acquaint kim, 
that his Britannic Majefty had intrufted him with the 
command of his army ; tbat he did not-enter into the- 
motives of this rupture, a juftification of which would 
immediately be -publifhed by. the Cowt of. London ia 
a manifefto; and that with regard to himfelf, he would 
endeavour from that time to deferve his efeem. The 
Marfhal anfwered in the following terms: . ; 

“SIR, : 
Although for fome days paft, I have obferved that 
the Hanoverian troops were moving, and forming. 
themfelves into a beady, I could not poffibly imagine, 
that the obje&t of thefe movements. was to break 
the convention of neutrality, 3 on the 8th asd 
roth of December, between his Royal Highnefgitnd 
‘6 me. The good faith, which I natdtally {ygofed 

on the fide of the King of England Rieger Bt He- 
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*“ nover, and of his Son, who has figned this conven- 
“ tion, hath blinded me fo far, as to make me believe, 
“‘ that the affembling of -thefe troops was with no 
“* other defign than to repair to the winter quarters 
‘‘ which had been marked out for them, . The repeat- 
** ed informations I have received from all quarters, of 
“* the evil intentions of the Hanoverians, have at length 
“* undeceived me, and it may clearly be difcovered at 
“ prefent, that there isa fettled plan to break the con~ 
“vention, which ought to be holden facred and invi- 
 olable. The King my matter having been informed 
“of the dangerous movements, and of the breach of 
“‘ faith in the Hanoverians, is ftill defirous of giving 
“ frefh proofs of his moderation, and of his with to 
“ fpare the effufion of blood. It is with this view I 
“* have the honour to declare to your Serene Highnefs 
** that if, contrary to all expe€tation, you fhould take 
“ fome equivocal ftep, and ftill more if you fhould 
“‘“commit any act of hoflility, 1 will carry matters to 
“the utmoft extremity, confidering myfelf as autho- 
“‘ rized to at in this manner by the laws of war. I 
** will reduce all the palaces, royal houfes, and gar- 
“* deris to afhes: I will fack all the towns and villages, 
“ without fparing the finalleft hut. In a word, this 
‘“‘ country fhall experience all the horrors of war. I 
‘“‘ recommend it to your Serene Highnefs to confider, 
‘‘ and not force me to a revenge fo contrary to the 
‘‘ humanity of the French nation, and to my own per- 
‘ fonal character,” 
He kept his word but too well: and though obliged 
in his turn to fly, and to repafs the Aller, it was not 
till after he had previoufly committed the moft unheard- 
of cruelties at Zell. He had juft received letters a 
_ pointing him Generaliffimo of the armies in 
a5 Dee. Germany ; and it was upon this occafion that 
"M..de Soubife fubmitted to aét onl as Lieutenant Ge- 
-beral. The Marthal’s increafe o dignity contributed 
iw to give him the power of comnutting greater atts 
. or and barbarity in the dutchy of Hanover, of 
“Waibe retibined in poffeffion during the winter. He 
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tions became fo warm, that the Court of France could 
not fupport him any longer, and he was fu- og 
perfeded by a Prince of the’Blood. He re- Pye 
turned to Paris laden with fpoils, glorious ei 
undoubtedly, if he ‘hed acquired them in aétion, but 
difgraceful, inafmuch:as they were lefs the fruit of his 
victories, than of his inhumanity and avarice. His dil- 
grace did not make him bluth ; on the caatrary, he 
had the impudence, in fome fort, to erect a trophy of. 
it, in a fuperb building, which he had conftructed with- 
in view of the capital, and which the jefters, in bitter 
derifion, called the: pavilion of Hanover. 

It is not confiftent with our plan to give a detail of 
all the little military faéts, engagements, and battles, 
that took place in this unfortunate country: we fhall 
only obferve, that the French-could never, in five years, . 
pias that fuperiority which one campaign had given 
them; that their Generals were often difgraced there ; 
and that, to maintain themfelves in it with alternate. 
good and bad fortune, it became neceffary to facrifice 
infinitely more men, and more money, than the brilli- - 
ant fucceffles of Marfhal Saxe had coft. 

Count Clermont, who fucceeded. Marfhal. Richelieu,-. 
undoubtedly poffeffed the qualitics fit to make him 
equally beloved by the army and by the enen:y. Hu-. 
mane, mild, affable; and popular, he began by having 
great care taken of the foldiers, who-were reduced to 
the moft deplorable ftate. The fpirit- of rapine, too - 
comiion in war, inftead of having been kept under, 
had been encouraged by the example of the preceding | 
General” and carried to incredible exceffes, His Nigh- 
nefs condemned to the pillory a keeper of a magazine, . 
who, inftead of greceiving the rations of forage, the 
country was to fupply him with, in kind, had taken 
them in money; and, having been authorized to do- 
this by the Director General, named Milin- de Grand 
Maifon, he had ordered the latter to be hanged ; who » 
prevented this punifhment by -his efcape. “atte ii? 

After having proceeded with vigourygegéiy ght - 
Commiffaries, the Prince felt the- necefi : 
ing other guilty perfons. He wrote worgiimm 
that his army could not a maintained unle 


5. "Were. 










1390 THE PRIVATE LIFE 


were reltored, ly expelling from the corps a great num- 
ber of officers who had abfented themfelves; but that 
he was apprehenfive his Majefty’s goodnefs would in- 
duce him to pardon mofl of them. The King affured 
him, he was refolved not to fggre any ore. The 
Prince then fent him a lift of fifty-two officers, who 
were broken. 
._ He wag incenfed at the manner in which Minden 
' March. had furrendered, after having been invefted 
4 ee only fix days, while the garrifon confifted 
of eight battalions and eight fquadrons, which were 
made prifoners of war. Tt was an. effential poft to 
preferve, as it covered the army in that part, and pre- 
vented Prince Ferdinand from advancing, who was 
too prudent to leave fuch a poft behind him. The dif- 
grace of ‘this bafe capitulation was made {till more ap- 
eae by the conduct of a corporal of the regiment of 
yonnois, whofe naine was la Jeuneffe. Enraged at 
feeing that he was going to be led away prifoner, with 
his comrades to Magdebourg, he {pirited them up fo 
much, that he colleéted toyether fifteen hundred of 
them. At the head of this band he forced the poft of 
the enemy that was oppofite to him, made his way 
through it; and rejoined with his corps the army of 
ze Count of Clermont. We are forry that we can- 
not inform the reader what reward was given to an 
aftion fo generous, woithy of the times of heroifin: 
but all the officers who ‘had figned the furrender af the 
lace were deprived of their employments. M. de 
‘Morangies, Lieutenant . General, who commanded 
there, wys exiled to fitty leagues diftance from Paris ; 
-and M.:d@e Maitoncelle, Lieutenant Colonel of the 
regiment af Clermont-Prince, was {ent to the citadel 
of da Perite Fierre, in Alface. The Count de Id Guiche 
alone, not being included in the capitulation, which he 
sefufed to fign, had the permiffion to pay his court to 
the King. “ | 
» Unfortunately, the Prince of Clermont, who was 
Wis Saint Germain des Prez, underftood.no more 
ty& his army than his monks. He had 
menough for the command, and he had to 
pe adveriary {9 fkilful, that he could not ea 
| ept 
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kept head -againft him for a long time, had he evén, . 
been feconded as well as he could be. “It was-thig . 
knowledge of the incapacity of his Highnefs, which 
undoubedly - gave pecalton to a bon mot of the Count 
de Saint Germain, bold, and even cynical, but ‘too 
true. This General Officer, always alert and always 
cemmiffioned to difcover the enemy, having received 
the vifit of an Aid-de-camp from the Prince of Condé 
-—who was commiffioned to afk of him in what quar- 
ter the enemy was---the Count took a glafs, gave it to 
him, and. pointing it toward head-quarters, faid, Look 
fredfaftly ; that is the foot where the enemy is. A prog=. 
noltic too true of the evils which foon after poured. 
upon the French army, by the lofs of the battle of 
Crevelt, and the taking of Duffeldorp. | 

This defeat occafioned the greateft concern at Ver- 
failles. The Dauphin, who knew the turn of the 
French, and the difcouragement the troops muft ne- 
ceffarily feel, was particularly affeéted withthe ftain 
it reflected on the name of Bourbon. He conceived 
the noble projet of effacing it inftantly. He wrote 
to the King, and afked his leave to put -himfelf at the 
head of the beaten enemy. He urged in his letters 
the moft powerful motives to perfuade him ; he fore- 
‘ftalled the objeGions that might. be made to his refo- 
lution, proteding that he would do nothing without 
the advice of the Gencral Officers. “I am certain,” 
faid he, in the conclufion of his letter, ‘‘ there is not, 
© a Frenchman, whofe courage will not be revived, and 
‘¢ who will not become invincible at the fight of your 
“only Son, leading them on to battle.” His auguft. 
father returned the foltowing anfwer : “ Your letter, 
“my Son, moved me even to tears. We muft not 
“ {uffer ourfelves to be depreffed by misfortunes. Def- 
** perate evils require defperate remedies. ‘This is only 
“ atrifling check. I am delighted to findin you: the 
“ fentiments of our anceftors, but itis not yet time for 
“ me to part with you.” So - 

In this important letter, we fee how much theKi 
was impofed- upon. This attion had begammpre 
ed to him gs a mere check, which was a S@Myiihe. 
which made us lofe in one day, more than 
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‘teagues of territory, and all. the advantages that had 
been gained fince the: beginning of the war. If the 
Dauphin, -however, did not obtain what he afked for, 
he prevailed at leaft in having the command taken 
from the Count de Clernront ;~ who returned to Paris 
8 Jul with the burlefque title of General of the Bene- 
> J™Y: didines*, His Highnefs had refigned the 
army to the Marquis of Contades, the eldeft Lieute- 
nant General, whom the favourite caufed to be ho- 
noured with the Jatén of Marfhal of France, 
not as a reward for what he had done, but 
in expectation certainly of what he would do, or ra- 
ther to favour the Prince of Soubife, his younger bro- 
ther, for whom fhe wifhed to procure the fame dig- 
10 08 nity. The battle of Lutzelberg, in the country 
96+ of Caffel, which the latter gained over an 
army of Hanoverians, Heffians, and Englifh, furniihed 
the Jucky pretence for this.. Voltaire obferves, that 
_the Parifians, who had complained fo loudly againft this 
General, beaten at Rofbach, fcarce condefcended to 
talk about this victory. The faét is, that his. defeat 
had been attended with the moft dreadful confequen- 
ces, and that he knew not how to avail himfelf of his 
victory, which was rendered ufelefs by the fuperior 
talents of the enemy. This is in general an obfer- 
vation we may make during the whole of this war, 
in the courfe of which, the ‘French reckoned al- 
moft as many events, ia honour of their brave- 
ry and intrepidity, and gained almoft as many bat- 
tles as their enemies, The latter were fcarce de- 
feated but they rallied again, and foon appeared 
afrefh in a more formidable manner; whereas the 
leaft reverfe of fortune deprefféd the French, put 
them to fight, and broke them for the reft of the cam- 


paign. 


* There were sifo many cpigrarie and verfés compofed. We 
fral] colle& the beft of thefe pieces, which often contain very 
impértpnpehiforical information, in the Appendix, No. XI. We 
a dig 4? em fome previous compofitions of the fame kind 
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paign. , The want of the principles of the art among 
their Chiefs, their bad difpofitions, their inattention to 
refources, in cafe of a check or a complete defeat, the 
little confidence the troops had in them; all thefe cir- 
cumftances, joined to the natural charater of the na- 
tion, foon inflated with faccefs, and ftill more eafily 
difcouraged by adveifity, concurred in producing this 
difference, ; 

The frequent changes of the Generals contributed 
much to it alfo. M,. de.Contades was foon fucceeded 
by the Duke de Broglio, who was created SD 
Marthalof France. ‘The fhort period of M. 1° 7° 
de Contades’ command was marked only by 1759+ 
the battles of Berghen and Minden. The Appl 
firft had been gained by the Duke de Broglio, ‘3 ia 
the Jatter loft under the orders of Contades, “” 
and while he was perfonally prefent. It was 
more fatal. and even more difgraceful than 1759 
the battle of Crevelt. The fingular circumftance of it 
is, that it might have been very glorious, the’ difpofi- 
tions of it having been well made; and M. de Eon. 
tades compiained, that it was the Duke of Broglio, 
who by his inaction had prevented the happy confe- 
quences of it. However this may be, thefe reproaches 
did not prevent the difgrace of the one, nor the pro- 
motion of the other, who was put over the head of 
more than one hundred officers, older than himfelf. 
When he had received the 4éton, his partizans announ- 
ced this news in the papers in the following terms :--- 
“The Duke of Broglio *, Lieutenant General of 
‘the King’s forces, has juft been created Marfhial 
“of France. This dignity has foreftalled in him the 
“ number of years, andthe feniority of rank ; but it 
‘‘ has not foreftalled either. the proofs of his fuperior 
“talents, or the eclat of his fervices, or the fuffrages 
“of the public. If this had been the immediate re- 
“‘ ward of the brilliant victory of Berghen, the enemy 
“would certainly not have had to obje&t to us the fa- 
 tal'day of Minden.” All this wastrue; but he had 

a brother, 


* Gasette of Amfterdam, 28 December, 1759, 
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@ brother, Count Broglio, who gvas his advifer, his 
Mentor, whom he could not do without, and who did 
him much injury. Jealous, envious, turbulent, hafty, 
lofty, and harfh, he was as much detefted by the 
troops as his elder brother was beloved by them; and 
the fubjeCtion of this one to his younger brother, mut 
often have made him lofe the advantage of his own good 
‘ qualities. " 
jy, . Lhe Matfhal fignalized his appointment by 
a Jub the victory of Corbach, over a detachment 
TT2® of 30,000 Hanoverians, They were come 
manded by the Hereditary Prince of Biunfwick ; and 
this young hero, rafhly impetuoys, having begun the 
action before Prince Ferdinand could come up to his 
afiiftance, was obliged to retreat, and leave the en- 
trance into Heffe open, obtaining nothing from his va- 
lour but a fhot inthe loins. The defeétion of Count 
Saint Germain, which happened a little after, was too 
ample a compenfation for thefe advantages in the eyes 
of connaiffeurs. He fent back his red riband and his 
brevets to the King, and: went over to the fervice of 
Denmark, He was an excellent officer, the lofs of 
whom was attributed to the intrigues of Count Brog- 
lio. He could have lived very well with the Marthal, 
whofe talents-and capacity he efteemed, but he could 
not bear, that.be fhould in fome fome fort be the tool. 
and pupil of his younger brother. 
6 0a The battle of Rhinbergh, on the Lower 
a ’ Rhine, deferves to be mentioned, lefs on ac- 
count of its importance---though that was confiderable, 
fince the Marquis de Caftres, who gave the battle, 
forced the fame Soke Prince to repafs the 1i- 
ver and raife the fiege of Wefel--than on account of a 
particular ation, almoft forgotten at the time, but the 
memory of which ought to be immortal. M. le Cheva- 
lier ’Affas, Captain inthe regiment of gle Sik be= 
ing fent in the night-time na fcout, was furprized 
by a patrole of tthe enemy : he was ordered to be filent ; 
and they threatened to kil] him, if he fpoke a word: 
he-dgimediately cried out the louder: Come here, Au- 
worgne, She enemy are bere | This generous Curtius, who 
% _ ought 
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ought to have feen thefe barbarians fail at his feet with 
admiration, was mercile(sly maffacred. 

Other particular advantages gave a little confolation 
to the French for the loffes they experienced at that 
time inevery other quarter, and made them applaud 
the Marfha]. The fine defence of Fritzlar, 
by M.de Narbonge, who obtained the ho- 6 
nourable fuirtane ef the city, was then very 17°! 
much extolled. The Hereditary Prince, who profited 
as much by a defeat as by a vittory, was ~ Mar. 
routed at Athenhayn, near Grunberg; an 7! “47: 
affair which caufed the raifing of the fiege of Caffel and 
the evacuation of Heffe, into which the enemy had 
made a fudden irruption, and gave’an opportunity to 
the Parifians to hear “Te Deum fung ; an a@ of thanki- 
giving to the Almighty, which we had not been able 
to render for a long time paft. Thus we remained 
mafters of the Landgraviate, of the city of Minden, 
and Gottinguen, anc ee free paffage into the eleéto- 
rate of Hanover. Affairs were in a very good fituation ; 
Prince Ferdinand, with all his ability, ued only been 
able to retard the fuccefs of our arms, and delay for a 
fhort time, the junction of Soubife’s arniy with Brog- 
lio’s; this circummftance gave the French fo great a 
fuperiority, that the Prince ought to have been crufh- 
tr had not an unfortunate mifunderftanding faved 

im. 

The two armies were in fight, and it was agreed 
upon to attack, but the queftian was, when and how. 
This is the difficulty of the problem. The Prince of 
Soubife accufed the Duke of Broglio with having ‘be- 
pun the attack too foon, in hopes ef acquiring afl the 

onours of the vittory. The Duke reproached the 
Prince with having loft him the vitory, by affiftin 
him too late, or rather by hot fupporting him at ai 
for fear he fhould gain it. Such was the difpute oc- 

cafioned between thefe two Generals in the } 
affair of Filingfhanfen, a village which was 15 Jub. 
forced at firft*by Marfhal Broglie, but retaken again 
the next day by Duke Ferdinand. ‘We have afked 
the opinion ef feveral officers, eye-witneffes of this 
action, and have always been po bine according - 
c 
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the particular bias of each. But from the teltimonies, 
even of the partizans of Marfhal Broglto, we are. in- 
duced to think he was to blame. It is very probable 
that he fuffered himfelf.to be led too much hy Count. 
Broglio, and gave way to his indifcreet, bald, and 
ambitious advice. The nation was the fufferer. Thefe 
rivals, detefting each other, feemed*tefolved to remain 
inactive the reft of the year. The two armies divided ; 
Marfhal Broglio retired towards Caffel, and Marfhal 
Soubife crofled the Roer. More intent upon their pri- . 
vate quarrels than upon thofe of the State,they fent their. 
refpective memoirs to Court. The latter had too pow- 
| 6 erful an advocate in Madame de Pompadour’y 
- Feb his rival was recalled,.and received a_ letter 
19%. de cachet, which banifhed him upon his ef- 
tate. The public, ever difpofed to pity the unfortu- 
nate, though little informed of the nature of the griev- 
ances, and liftening only to their efteem for the accufed, 
and theircontempt of the accufer, decreed him an ho- 
nour very capable of alleviating his difgrace. The day 
after his exile, the tragedy of Tancred was played on 
the French ftage : Mademoifelle Clairon ated the 
art of Amenaide. When fhe repeated the following 

ines : | 


“ Tancred’ is banifh’d; wrong’d, and fpoil’d of 
“‘fame * 


« Bafe perfecution is the hero’s lot t 





*¢ His friends to filence aw’d ; what’s his defence ? - 
“ His glory t,-—-—— | 


ALTAR AGELESS LEIS NTE AILSA ERLE, amie ea cecal: 
*; Who weeps not for a hero in diigrace § ?”° 


SD CUNT APES TT 





7 the. 
© On dhpouille Tancrede, ow Pexile, on Pautrage 


‘Cre le fort dun béres d’ ttre perfocutd 


Y, \ Tout fon parti fe tait : gui ferafon appui? - 
“¢ $a gloire 


CE | 





attendrit tout les coeurs.” 


§ 66 Un béros qu'on opprim 
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the fublime atrefs poured forth fuch noble and pene- 
trating modulations of woice, that all the fpeCtators, 
impreffed with the occurrence of the day, felt the ap- 
plication. The name of ‘Broglio was re-echoed from 
every quarter, and the play was feveral times interrupt- 
ed by plaudits, which were inceffantly renewed. 

This fame public, which had fo much regretted 
Marthal d’Eftrées, in their enthufiafm for his predecef- 
for, appeared little pleafed with the choice of this old 
man to fucceed' the young hero; a choice, which in 
faét, was not diftated by any brilliant and decifive ad- 
vantage. ‘The evil deftiny of: the French prevailed fo 
far, as that even the joy at the fignature of the peace 
was damped by the difagreeable news of the lofs of 
Caffel, ataipe at the lafant of figning the No 
treaty. This circumftance did not in the * “7” 
leaft change the ftate of affairs; but it was fwallow- 
ing the laft dregs of the cup. 

After having given this fhort account of the events 
of the war by land, it is time to return to the Mo- 
narch, who is the chief objeét of this work, tq inquire. 
into his heart, to dive into his councils, to defcribe his 
Court, and to unfold all the commotions of it; coms, 
motions, which are always frequent in this place of in- 
trigues, of perfidy, of wickednefs, and of abominations ; 
the number and violence of which was encreafed un- 
der the prefent circumftances, notwithftanding the ap- 
pearance of calm and tranquillity, by the mauleitale of 
competitors. : ; 

Lewis XV. fince the attempt had been made to af- 
faffinate him, without becoming a better Prince, was 
only more melancholy and more pufillanimous than 
ever. Thofe who were about him, anxious to prevent 
a fimilar misfortune from happening a fecond time, 
contributed only to keep up his miftruft by too much 
caution. If he went a hunting, not only no one was 
fuffered to approach him, but, attentive to every look, 
as foon as any {pectator whatever was obferved to dif- 
pleafe hin, they ufed .to give him ait 








obliged to withdraw. Bouc, thegremm™Bwits, with the 
Ox’s eyes gave himfelf the airs toxSiiy perfon who 
had the misfortune to difpleafe hywigagagked him quef- 
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tions, and made him underga a kind of examination ;, 
and # this obftinate fellow was not fatisfied with the 
anfwers, he ufed.to turn him Back. Oftentimes, when 
the fumes of wines had got up into his head, growing 
more infolent, he infulted people of rank. All this 
was.to be fupported,’in favour of his geal for his’ maf- 
ter, to Gi sae was ufeful, as well as ta.the principal 
officers of the guard.. 


One day, Demures, the door keeper; a man no Iefs 


brutifh and blunt, who fettled the places at the Grand- 
Couvert, receiving. reproaches from his Majefty for the 
harfhnefs of his {peech and his manners, an{wered him 
almoft as coarfely : Sir, It may be fo, but it will not be 
wy fault if you receive a fecond flroke. How indeed 
fhould he have. avoided being fulpicious? He faw him- 
Self betrayed by thofé of his:Coyrtiers who were moft 
loaded. with his favours, his greateft intimates, and his 
moft beloved friendsr--by Maillebois, by Richelieu, and 
.by the Prioces of is-blood. ‘Fhe attion brought by 
Marthal D’Efirées, at his return fram the army, againft 
the formér, which had at firft been merely a vague re- 
, left him no rogm to, doubt; it became an-acknow- 
edged, notorious, and certain fact, that if the difpofi- 
tions of the General had been attended to at the battle 
of Haftembeck---if he had not been deceived by falfe 
intelligence, wickedly fuggefted to him in the middle 
of the aGtion, the fuccefs of the day would have been 
complete. The Count. was. publicly named as the au- 
thor of this treachery ; his exceflive ambition and abo- 
minable jealouly were, detefted. His father-in-law, the 
Marquis of Paulmy, who, by his correfpordence and 
influence, had fomented the machinatien, having been 
difmiffed fome months after, the public {poke ftill more 
boldly, efpecially when they faw that this General 
Officer remained unpunifhed, and was even talked of 
for feveral ncw employments. ‘This continuation of 
favour and fervices would certainly have been his beft 
juftification, under another Prince, and in other times : 







but his family apd his friends made him fenfible of the 
neceffity of inggB#ating thefe imputations, too much 
diffufed, and tipyesrciimftantial. We did-this in a ma- 
nufcript mem@ym MAich he communicated to them, 


ee and 
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and of which a great number of copies were foon cir- 
culated. He pretended, that the importance. of the 
accufation obliged him to difclofe matters, which eught 
to have remained: concealed under the veil of myftery ; 
and, under thig.pretence, his arguments tended not on- 
ly to deprive Aggaccufer of the principal glory of the 
memorable day; whith was the obje& of difcuffion, 
but hg of the previqua honour of having paffed the 

efer, ; ae 

Marihal d’Eftrées bei ‘¢nformed of the clamour this 
memorial began to raife, iwhich the facts were ftated 
with al) the art capable of mifleading, foon procured a 
copy of it, and denounced it at the tribunal af the 
Marfhals of France, asa defamatory libel: he wrote 
at the fame time to the King;, to afk leave to anfwer it. 
The conteft was entered upon fo much the more effectu- 
ally, as Count Maillebois being already fet out, in obe- 
dience to the King’s orders, to command ia Flanders, 
the Marfhal his father came to declare to the Tribunak, 
that he acknowledged the uremorial ta be written by 
his fon, and that it was avowed by him. This abfence, 
therefore, contrived by the Court, in. order to protra& 
and to gain time,’and-to let the fieft ferment pafs over, 
in order that judgment might afterwards be proneurc- 
ed with coalnefs, did not produce its effect. They 
cid not dare to refufe M, d’Eftrées the permiffion of 
circulating his Explanations; which were printed with 
his Majetty’s confént. Nothing can be added to the 
clearnefs, temper, and prudence, of this anfwer, which 
enters into the moft gijnute detail af the faéts alledg- 
ed by the adverfary, and demonftrates the falfity of 
them. One cannot but be convinced, by the perufal of 
it, that if M. de Maillebois has had any part in the 
operations which paved the way for the paffage of the 
Wefer, he had not the leaft fhare in the determination 
which had engaged Marfhal d’Eftrées to conceive and 
to execute this proje€t, any more than in the difpofi- 
tions of the aétion. 

That curing the a@ion, he thought he had feen a 
column of the enemy advancing on:the other fide of 
the Wefer, upon the Duke of Broglio’s camp. 













hat 
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“That he had faid-to the Duke of Orleans: This is 
an affair that bas failed, we have nothing left for it but 
fo retreat. : 

‘That he had engaged M. de Souvré to march with 
the Palatines, to occupy the paffes . y favqur the re- 
treat of the French army, faying to Gime. My friend, 
we are cutoff. —\ oe 
. That there is reafon to think, it was he who fent 
orders to the Duke of Broglio to abandon his poft. 

That M. de Puyfegur came from him, to afk Mar- 

‘thal d’Eftrées for two brigades of cavalry, and two of 
infantry, to oppofe the enemy who were appearing at 
la Trouée. 

In.a word, that in all the occafions in which Mar- 
thal d’Eftrées had fpoken of him, either in his prefence 
or in-his abfence, he had endeavoured to juftify hisinten- 
tions, by faying, that he thought him incapable of giv- 
ee aut falfe intelligence, in order that the battle mizht 

oft, 

The memorial concludes with this remarkable fen- 
tence, in which we difcover the tranquillity of the no~ 






bieft and pureft foul : | 
“‘ The public hereafter, more indulgent with regard 
“to what concerns M: de Maillebois, will only think 
that he has :not feen objects ina proper light, and 
“ that his precipitation in ordering difpofitions fora 
retreat of his own accord, and without my know-’ 
ledge, has put the troops in a ftate of confufion, the 
real caufe of which I could not at firft difcover, 

which made me lofe time that was precious.” 
The Marthals of France, to the number of eleven, 
affer having met feveral times, gave their opinion 
fealed up, which was carried to the King. Their de- 
cifion has never been legally known, but it is preferved 
in the records of that tribunal, and there is reafon to 
infer, from all that followed, that it was very rigorops, 
and condemned the criminal to capital punifhment. 
Paris was in expeCtation ; from the countenances of the 
forrowful and dejeéted relations, it was thouzht, that a 
withed-for example would be made; for Count Mail- 
lebois, in his diigrace, had the misfortune to intereft 
none but his kindred. At length it was known, that 
he 
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he had been arrefted at Dunkirk, with a great deal of 
fecrecy, and conduéted to the citadel of Dourlens. 
The period of his confinement was unlimited, but 
he was divefted of all his employments. The King 
gave his poft of Infpector to the Marquis of Ségur, 
and the command of the corps, at the head of which 
he was in Flanders, to the Count of Granville. With 
refpect to the government of Douay, it returned to 
the Marfhal his father, and the poft of Mafter of the 
Wardrobe was kept for the-fon. This punifhment in- 
fiicted by the Court, which would not adopt the fen- 
tence, gave more particular reafon to conjecture how 
rigorous that was, from the manner in which it was 
foftened. The elder Maillebois, upon this mournful 
occafion, having repaired to Verfailles to implore his 
Majefty’s clemency, the King, full of compaffion, wrote 
him the following letter, though he refufed to fee him. 
‘“‘ Your fon has forced me to do what I have done. 
I feel what the forrows of a father muft be on fuch 
an occafion. Spare me the pain of feeing you, it 
would only increafe yout grief, without my being 
able to alleviate it. I fhall never forget your fer- 
vices, and fhall always look upon you asa good 
and faithful fervant.” | ee 
This letter, from a Prince ‘of a difpofition fo tho- 
roughly mild, who was fo favourably inclined to the 
Count---folicited fo powerfully for him by her to whom 
he could refufe nothing, and prejudiced in favour of 
his talents by the Minifter of the war department, who 
regretted them—is to the eyes of all impartial perfons 
one of the moft inconteftible proofs of his guilt. Not- 
withftanding this, fome years after, this illuftrious pri- 
foner was releafed from his captivity, appeared again 
at Court, obtained new appointments, and perhaps 
we may fee him one day occupying a feat among his 


Na 

. The Countefs of Maillebois attra€ted to herfelf all 
the compaflion which the public refufed her hutband, 
when fhe was feen forgetting his debaucheries, with 
the humiliations and contempt fhe received from him, 
in order to go and fhut herfelf up with him, and par- 
take in his difgrace. 


This 
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This punifhment, which ‘ftrittly fpeaking was not 
one-~-fince it was not inflicted by a regular tentence of 
competent judges-—but in -reality ‘a contrivance:of the 
Miniftry to fcreen the Count ‘from his fentence, de- 
Scribes, more exaétly tha. any thing that could be faid on 
the fubject, the want-of principles, the confufion, and 
anarchy of a Court---the Sovereign of which had nei- 
‘ther the ftrength entirely to pardon a guilty Nobleman, 
nor to leave -his fate to the decifton of his Peers. In- 
confiftency and contradiétion univerfally prevailed there. 
‘Marthal Richelieu, lefs guilty in appearance than Count 
Maillebois, had done a more real, more important, ad 
more lafting mifchief, by enervating difcipline---by in» 
troducing luxury among the troops-—-by authorifing de- 
bauchery and fcandal---by fetting the example of an 
infatiable:-cupidity, knowing no bounds---and by join- 
ing to the unavoidable calamities of war the vexations 
and barbarities of an infolent conqueror---had been re- 
called, and, experiencing no more than a flight mark of 
diffatisfattion, he foon obtained letters patent to go and 
command in‘Guyenne. The Count of Langeron, Lieue 
Aenant-General, had been appointed to this poft, who, 
by his care and vigtlance, and by his fkilful oy ea 
of the troops under his command, -when the Englifh 
fleet arrived before the Ifland of Aix, had contributed 
to prevent the enemy from undertaking a defcent. This 
diligent: officer was deprived of a reward which ‘he had 
ideferved, ‘in order that it fhould be dbeftowed upon the 
former, who had incurred the difpleafure of the Court. 
Marfhal Soubife, the object of the “farcafins and deri- 
fion of the capital, was well received at Verfailles : ‘he 
wasacknowledzed to be a bad'General, but an excel- 
lent:‘Courtier. While {till covered with fhame on ac- 
count iof the affair of Rofbach, he had repaired to 
Champ, the feat of Madame de Pompadour, who was 
come there on purpofe to receive him. From thence, 
ihe went to fup with the King at-Choifi. When M. de 
February, 'aulmy was difmiffed from the War de- 

"J* partment, he was ftill thought very fit for 

‘the Council ;he preferved-the title otf Minifter, his 
apartments at the arfenal, anda penfion of 50,000 li- 
vres, 
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vres *, 18,000 f of which were fettled in reverfion on 
his wife and children. ‘This was not the whole: he 
had the fatisfaétion to treat for the office of Treafurer 
to.the Order of the Holy ‘Ghoft, and thus to decorate 
himfelf with the blue riband. Who would be appre- 
henfive of a difgrace upon fuch terms ?---Inftead of 
fending away the‘Count of Clermont to his abbey of 
Saint Germain des Prey, to bewail there the misfortunes 
of France, increafed by his inattention and want of kill, 
and by the infamous and effeminate life he led at the 
army, he was admitted as freely as ever ‘at Court ; and 
remained the friend and companion of the King in his 
<iebaucheries, by that fecret fympathy that reigned be- 
tween them. | 

It was at this time that 4 few allegorical verfes 
were compofed, which prefent a lively and fhort pic- 
ture of the events of the day. 


The fate of all things is revers’d above, 

Old Plutus ftruts a coxcorttb, ‘fpruce and neat ; 
Bonnets and caps are topics now for Jove, 

And Venus at the Council takes her feat; 
The God of Wit puts on the {word and fhield, 
And Mars, a fmirking Abbé, quits the field f. 


We may eafily guefs at all wed cali except Plu- 
tus. Fer this ptirpofe it is neceflary to know, that 
M. de Moras having refigned his poft of Comptroller- 
General of finance, to devote himfelf en- A 
tirely to the affairs of the navy, M. de Bou- 25 Ug 
logne, “Intendant of finances, had been ap- 1757: 
pointed by his Majefty in his flead. ‘The true reafon 
of this was, that the German war, bemg very expen- 
five, coft enormous fums of money ; that M. de Mo- 
ras, ‘who had ‘very few refources, was befides a difa- 
| greeable 


* Upwardsof 2,000]. + Seven hundred: aad fifty pounds. 


J Aux cieux tout a changé de face, 
Plutus eit devenu coqutt, 

Venus au conleil a pris place, 
Japin opine du bonnet, 

Mercure endoffe la cuiraife, 
Es Mars eft en petit collet! 
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greeable man to the Parliament, which the Court 
were defirous of re-eftablifhing ; and it was hoped, 
that when a man was chofen who had been employed 
upon the fubject for thirty years, he might find means 
and expedients which the other could not. There was 
the moft urgent neceflity for fuch a perfon. The Go- 
vernment was fo deftitute of money, that they offered 
underhand eleven and a half per cent, intereft in Eng- 
Jand, to any perfons who would lend. The Lords o 
the Treafury there promifed a reward of two hundred 
pounds fterling to any one who gave information of 
any citizen concerned in this loan, becaufe it is a crimg, 
of high-treafon to affift the enemies of the State?a 
times of open war. M. de Boulogne was an effeminatd 
man, much engaged at his toilet, very nice about his 
head-drefs, and as in his cloaths, but incapable of 
forming any plan. He created fome places, and efta- 
blifhed fome life annuities ; he raifed the price of to- 
bacco, and extorted fines from certain perfons in office ; 
but, having nothing better to do, he was difmiffed ina 
year and a half, 

M, de Moras, when freed from the embarraffinent 
of the adminiftration of finances, did not conduct the 
navy with better fuccefs. The efforts of England were 
redoubled ; the Miniter fent notice of this to the feve- 
ral ports, to excite their activity ; but thofe of France 
were vifibly decreafing: the want of funds to be ad- 
vanced occafionally, and with difpatch---the capture of 
a number of pinks, and other fhips of burden, belong. 
ing to his Majefty---the difcouragement of trade, which 
was more and more crufhed ;-—the confufion into which 
the department of Government had been thrown at 
Rochefort, and the labours they had undergone from 
the appearance of the enemy at the ifland of Aix, 
which, though it was not fo fatal to us as it fhould 
have been, yet had at leaft given the enemy this ad- 
vantage---the fcarcity of failors, which had’ been in- 
creafed by the contagious diftemper prevailing at Breft 
in the flect of M. Dubois de la Mothe, which, in three 
months time, had carried off three thoufand fix hun- 
dred and twenty-one men in that city---the forces of 
the department of Toulon, rendered ufelefs by the 

fill 
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fkill of the Englifh, or by the ignorance or cowardice 
of our Commanders ;---thefe feveral circumftantes con- 
curred to pave the way for the-difafters of the maritime 
campaign of 1758: the inability of coming out in : fit’ 
Kent force, obliged us to have‘recburfe to the frata- 
ee fag efted by weaknefs, and to fubftitute to-vigo- 
rous meaf{ures cunning and little contrivances. a 
After having employed near a twelvemonth in gete 
ting ready gat this laft port, the fquadron of M. de Ja 
Clue, contitteiig only of fix fhips of the:line* and ‘twa 
frigates, Siggscommander had fet fail in November 
17am. andjusbt daring’ to force the’ paflage of the 
apr, abies e fad met with ‘an Englifh fleet of fu-'- 
perideitength, had anchored:at Carthagena on the 7th 
of December, under pretence of taking in water. He 
was foon blocked up there, in fuch a manner that the - 
Miniftry refolved to fit out fome more fhips to join 
him, and put him in a condition to make head againft 
the enemy. The Marquis Duquefne was charged with 
this commiffion : he ‘hoifted his fldg on board the Fou- 
droyant, of 80 guns; and was accompanied by the 
Orphée, of 64; the Oriflamme, of 50; and the 
Pleyade, a frigate of 36. ‘Thefe fhips, in conjunc- 
tion with the ommee might have done a great deal; 
feparately, they were of no ufe. The Or- 8 Feb 
phte was taken within fight of M.de hk ane 
Clue, who did not think it prudent to hazard a gene- 
ral engagement. The action, as one account fays, 
paffed fo near the Havre, that the French fthips were 
aff@lled with fpeftators upon the yards, and at the top 
of the matts: This veffel at leaft furrendered only to 
one of equal force, and when fhe faw herfelf expofed 
to the attack of another that was coming up. But the | 
circumftance which will fix an eternal opprobrium on 
Duquefne, was, that he ftruck to the Menmdctls a. 
fhip greatly inferior. This was the firftinflance OF ¢ 
floating caftle of 80 guns having fubmitted in'fuch 
manner, It was, if we may be allowed the expreffion,’ 
- Vor, Il. | H 4 Gokab 











* The Océan, of 74 guns; the Redoubtable, of 80; the Guerrier, 
of- 74; the Centaure, of 745 the Content, of 64; and the Hippee 
potame, of So. | e yo. Se 
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‘Goliah conquered by David. The fhip was conducted 
‘in triumph to Gibraltar, and the Englith faw, with fa- 
tisfaction, in their power, that proud Governor, who 
had done them fo much mifchief in America, and 
treated them with fo much haughtinefs.. After this 
unfortugate expedition, the voyage of M. de la Clue--=" 
-~whofe object was to go. to the American iflands, and . 
from thence to. foto shes treed? too much re- 
tarded, was now entirely prevented, and he thought 
himfelf fortunate to re-enter Toulon with ‘his fleet. 
This check totally difconcerted the projects of, Goverting 
ment in. the Mediterranean; and Admiral Holbouy 
under whofe aufpices the aétion had paffed, . wag, 
gratulated, and received, at his return, the than 

the Parliament, in the, name of the nation. 

Another Englith fquadron was continuing to cruife | 
in the Bay of Bifcay, under the command of Sir Ed- 
ward Hawke. It intercepted the feveral merchantmen 
fent from Bourdeaux, la Rochelle, and Rochefort, and 
impeded the communication of this laft port with that 
of Breft, At this time it was that the Rai/onnable, a: 
new fhip of 64 guns, commanded by the Chevalier de. 
Rohan, was taken. Having fet out with the Prudent, 
under the command of the Marquis Defgouettes, with 
three frigates, fitted out as pinks*, and two pinks be- 
longing to the King, he had flipped away with all his 
convoy. They were already off Cape Ortogal, when 
by an unfkilful manceuvre, the Chevalier de Rohan 

March, ftuck fo forcibly againft the ere tat : 
eaters pink of three hundred, and fifty.tons b@* 
then opened and fank. The crew only was faved, 
The Raifonnable herfelf much damaged, was obliged to 
ftand in for Port !’Orient, and after having been re- 
paired, the Captain, to complete his cataftrophe, on 

oing to,Breft, fell into the hands of the enemy, and 
ugk his flag without much refiftance. Such a con- 

---for which at leaft he deferved cenfure, on ace. 
aunt. of his remarkable awkwardnefs---hath not pre- 
wented, this great Nobleman from being made Lieute- 
nant 

< * ‘The Diane, the Fidele, sad the Mutine. The two pinks 
Gece the Meffager and the Chevre. ee : = i 
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gant General, under the name of Prince of Montbazon, 
or even from obtaining the command at St. Domingo. 
The only punifhment inflifted on him, was, not to in- 
truft him with another fhip. | 

: Notwithftanding fo many unlucky incidents, difafters, 
and faults, ether on the part of thofe whofe bufinefs it 
was to give the orders, or of thofe who were commif- 
fioned to execute them, the northern colonies were 
plentifully fupplied with provifions, troops, and ammu- 
nition, in proper time ; but not without enormous lof- 
fes. In order to make one veffel pafs, it was neceflary 
to facrifice four. It was neceflary to have recourfe, at 
great expences, to neutral bottoms, which were not 
always honeft, and whofe intereft it was frequently to 
let themfelves be taken, in order to increafe their pro- 
fits. Stratagems of every kind had been employed ; 
fhips were ventured alone, or {mall convoys fent from 
the leaft frequented ports; advantage was taken of 
dark nights, of fogs, dnd even of high feas and tempef-. 
tuous Eatons, in which it was hoped there would be 
no oppofition fram the enemy. While there was an 
appearance of preparations for an embarkation of 
troops and ammunition in the weft, the tranfports and 
veflels of burthen flipped out of the weftern ports, or 
through thofe latitudes from which the Englifh had 
been-driven by a guft of wind, Having efcaped the 
vigilance of the European cruifers, thofe of the north- 
ern feas were next tobe eluded. The fogs of New- 
foundland, and the ice of the river St. Lawrence, dan- 
gers which defpair alone, or the moft infatiable cupi- 
dity. could encounter, wete the refources of thefe na- 
vigators, and efpecially the paffage of the ftraits of 
Belleifle, extremely perilous, but unknown at that time 
to the rivals of France. 

Two fimall fquadrons had fet out from 

Breft. The firft under the command of M. 30 fan. 
de la Villéon, confifting of two fhips and one frigate *; 

| H 2 but 


* The Magnifique, of ¥4 guns, on boerd of which was the 
Commandant’; the Amphion, of 50, M. de la Monneraye, Cap- 


tain; and the ‘Syrene of 30, M. Beauflier Chatean Vert Care 
tain, . 
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‘but one of thefe fhips being very much damaged, and 
unable to proceed, had returned to Breft. The fe- 
‘cond, more confiderable, was commanded by the fa- 
mous Beauflier: he had with him fopr ships of the line 
and one frigate *: thefe forces were not fufficient ‘to 
oppofe thofe of the Englifh; neverthelefs, it is well 
known, that the defence of a colony depends chiefly 
upon a powerful fleet. Beauflier was not only unable 
to fight that of the Englifh, which confifted of 33 hips 
of the line, and 8 frigates, but he could not even ap- 
pear before it, retard, or impede its difembarkation; he 
was: obliged to keep within, and confine himfelf to: 
watch over the road and the port ; and frem that time 
the lofs of Louifbourg was forefeen. _ 

It was on the 2d of June that Admiral Bofcawen, 
conveying fixteen thoufand experienced troops, caft an- 
chor in the Bay of Gabarus, having 157 fail, including . 
tranfports. As he had received feveral informations i 
concerning the impoffibility of landing upon a fhore foi: 
well guarded and fortified, and upon the danger of"y 
manceuvering his fhips in a place, the foundings of ; 
which the pilots were ignerant of, he chofe previouf- . 
Jy to confult his officers in private ; and the general 
opinion was already to yield to the difficulties, or at 
leaft to difcufs them before-hand, in a general council 
of war, compofed of the fea and land officers # when 
old Ferguffon, a Captain who had the confidence of the 
Admiral, defpifing the advice of his comrades, and their 
arguments, faid: ‘‘ For your own honouf, and for the 
‘‘ glory of your country, let ys have no council of 
“ war; difplay the powers with which you are inveft- 
“‘ ed, and do not hazard them by a dangerous pufilla- 
“ nimity, and by uncertain difcuffions. Call to mind 
«* what has paffed at Minorca, at Rochefort, and even 
“ at Halifax, and do not lofe in deliberations a time 
“* which is fo precious, when the bufinefs is to a&.” 
This refolute fpeech reanimated the Admiral ; sie 

idere 


d 
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* L’Entreprenant, of 74 guns, commanded by M. Beauffier; 

- Celebre, of 64, by M. de Maralles; the Capricieux, of 64, by — 

“Chevalier Tourville, the Hiesfaifant, of 64, by the Chevge - 
Courferan; sad the Comite, of 40, by the Chevalier de 
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fidered no longer the-difficulties, which were farting, 
up, and increafing with every difquifition. He fignified 
his refolution not to go out, of the bay, till he had 
tried every method to fulfil his inftruétions. From that 
time all dangers and difficulties difappeared, or at leaft 
were furmounted ; the landing was effe€ted, though 
not without prodigies of valour; for thefe were cer- 
tainly neceffary, to refift the impetuofity of the French, 
.to climb a rock without any prote¢tion, and to fix 
ae it, notwithftanding the fire of a formidable ar- 
tiuery. | 
As foon as the befieged faw the enemy firmly eftab-. 
lifhed on fhore, they took the only expedient they had 
left, which was to fhut themfelves up in Louifbourg. 
Mes Drucourt, Captain of a fhip, was the Governor 
ie ee defended himfelf with much bravery and per- 
Wikace, as was expefted of him: but there is one anec-. 
Wee mult take care not to omit,’ which is, that Ma- 
*Drucourt feconded her hufband by her courage. 
Continually upon the ramparts with her purfe in her hand, . 
and firing herfelf three guns every day, fhe feemed to 
difpute with him the honour of his duty. Tlie effect 
of this refiftance ought to have been the faving of the 
colony, if the fuccours promifed from Canada had ar- 
rived, or if fome had come from Europe. The feeble 
effort was only made of fending there the Formidable, 
-of 80 guns, commanded by Commodore M, de Blenac.. 
He conveyed M. de Villepatour, an cfficer of artillery, 
even shenin high eftimation, and whofe reputation has. 
been conftuntly encreafing ever fince. But this fhip 
did not fail ’till the 11th of May, and came there to aét 
the fame part as the Vigi/ant had done, in the preced- 
ing war: upon its arrival, the place was already in- 
vefted ; this circumftance might have been fulpected at. 
Court, and, inftead of trufting this expedition to a cold 
and timid man, as M. de Blenac was, they fhould have 
. appointed an ay a Commander, an ardent, and even 
a rath enthufiaft, fuch a one, ina word, as he who was 
deftined for the artillery, and who unfortunately was: 
no more than a paflenger on board. What a matter of © 
concern muft it not have been to M. de Villepatour,. 
when he faw himfeli brought back into Europe, fru 


trated 
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trated of the honour he. was ambitious of acquiring? 
Accordingly, M. de Blenac, fatisfied with the informe- 
tion he-received, that an Englifh fquadron blocked up 
the port, without making any attempt to get paft it, 
and without being defirous of taking a perfonal obfer- 
vation of the enemy, or at leaft of verifying the reports 
that were brought to him, tacked about, and returned 
fafter than he had come. From that time the befieged 
loft all hope of efcaping the enemy. The bad fies 
cefs of the fallies they attempted at feveral intervals, 
together with the tkilfulnefs of the operations con- 
certed hy Admiral Bofcawen and General Amhertt, 
who commanded the fand forces, rendered it neceflary 
to capitulate, before an aflault was made, which could 
not poflibly be fuftained. "The Governor was very.aager/ 
willing to yield himfelf and his garrifon prifogtiewad 
a7 Fuly. YW but he was forced to it by thedmdingy. 

7 J“ ties of the rincipal commiffary, and teary: 
of the inhabitants. The capitulation was hondtrable:; 
and the conqueror, fays the Abbé Raynal, /bewed more 
relped for the enemy, and for bimfelf, than to fully bis 
glory by any a@ of barbarity. 

Before the furrender of the place, the whole of M. 
de Beauffier’s fquadron, confifting of five fhips, had 
been either burnt or taken, which rendered the con- 
gueft ftilt more important. It was a frefh blow given 
to the French navy, which tended to annihilate it to- 
tally ina fhort time. Befides, the captui¢ of Cape 
Breton facilitated the conqueft of Canada/in’ the en- 
fuing year ¢ for it had at leaft been retarded this feafon 
by the vigorous defence of M. Drucourt. * 

M. de Moras had not the misfortune of feeing his 
adminiftration marked by the lofs of this important co- 
lony, the firft difmembering which the dominions of 
L Fune France experienced. He had juft refigned, 

"and it was the Marquis de Maffiac, Lieute- 

nant General in the fea fervice, who was oa his 
 facceffor ; in conformity to a new plan, fettled by Ad- 
miniftration, of intrufting each department to a man 


who had gone through the inferfor ranks, and was 
| grown 
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grown old'in the fervice *. ‘This had furmthed a pre- - 
tence for expelling M. de Rouillé; whom Sa¥ame de 
Pompadour: had raifed from the naval depsstitent to- 
that of foreign affairs, and whom fhe had -juft fent 
back to the fuperintendance of the Pofts. He was thus 
made to remove, at pleafure, from one office to ano- 
ther. Upon this occafion, the Marchionefs was defi- 
rous of promoting the Abbé Count de Bernis to his 
pot ; who, as he had been entrufted with feveral em- 

affies---was the author of the treaty of Vienna---and 
had been introduced fome time fince into the Council,. 
feemed to poffefs all the qualifications neceffary to fill 
the department to which he was appointed, with pro-— 
priety. We have juft feen, that, in conformity to the 
fame fyftem, M. de Boulogne had been created Comp- 
troller General. .Marthal Belleifle, who was the infti- 
gator ef this plan, and had fuggefted the idea of it ta: 
the favourite, had been guided in this propofal by pers. 
fonal motives. It wasindireétly pointing himfelf out for 
the War department, which he had juft obtain-- 5, Feb 
ed ;but as his ambition was ftronger than his. 9 seo. 
health, he had, atthe fame time, required an affociate ;- 
this was M. de Crémille, Lieutenant. General of the 
army, a creature of his, who was to aflift bim in the 
details and funCtions of his office, and to work with his: 
Majefty, either in conjunction with himfelt, or fepa- 
rately, according to circumftances. . The navy, more 
than any other department, feemed to call for a man of | 
the profeffion at its head ; which occafioned the ap- 
pointment of M. de: Mafhac. The following is the 
manner in which this happened ;: for there is nothing 
but good or bad fortune 4n the world, and efpecially at 
Court. It is omn chief objeft to- give an account of 
thefe private fcenes; they contribute to furnifh us with. 
a pi@ture of the morals: and charaéter of every period. 
ef the reign of Lewis XV. | wy he ge 
When the incapacity of M: de Moras had been ace’ 
knowledged, thowgh undoubtedly: rather too. ate, the 
| " Council 


* At that time there was a manufeript letter handed about 
upon the fubjeét, which was very droll, very exact, and worthy 
of being preferved. It will be found in-the Appendix, No. XIL 
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Council affembled at Madame de Pompadour’s, to ap- 
Si his‘facceffor. It being determined to choofe him 
om ameng the naval officers, a Royal Almanac was 
opened, and the propereft perfon was fearched for. 
ith regard to the two Vice Admirals, one of them 
being almoft ninety years of age; required nothing but 
reft ; the other, of an illuftrious name, of flender ta- 
lents, and very ignorant---fearce knowing how to read 
and write--—was befides too much puffed up with his 
birth, not to confider every civil department, even that 
of Secretary of State, as beneath his dignity. He had 
juft. been created Marfhal of France, and, from the begin- 
ning of the war, had been conftantly flattered with the 
hopes of commanding a naval army againft England. 
This was a perpetual fource of alarm prefented to the 
Englith, which had at firft infpired them with terror, 
but now occafioned little concern. When the lift of 
General Officers had been read through, the determina~ 
tion was {carce lefs embarraffing than ever. Some of them 
had never feen any fervice, and were only known by 
being upon the lift ;: others were abfent, prifoners, at 
fea, in the colonies, or employed in the ports. One of 
them was,a bigot, another a buffoon, a third was a man 
of mean extraction, a fourth did not underftand the 
navy better than a Mafter of Requefts. Uncertain up- 
on whom the choice fhould fall, a perfon prefent faid, 
‘‘ Madam, without troubling yourfelf any more about 
‘‘ the matter, here is a man at hand, who will fuit ex- 
‘“‘ tremely well---he is an antient Lieutenant General, 
‘‘ is rich, and has been at Court for this long while. 
‘“‘ Having a great eftate to manage, he has already 
‘* fome notions of adminiftration ; he is prudent, cool, 
“* not prefumptuous, will be tractable, and ready to do 
“ every thing that is required of him. It is M. de Maf- 
“ fiac,. Befides,” added he “ fince Marfhal Belleifla 
© has been defirous of having an afliftant, one may 
‘* alfo be given to him, in the perfon of a man of great 
«© merit, and who has the honour of belonging to you; 
*¢ I mean M. Normant le Mery, formerly Intendant at 
- ~ochefort, at prefent Intendant of the naval arma- 
‘ents. He is a Gentleman of acknowledged and 


‘terable probity, and, being very ceconomical, 
“ will 
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«+ will perfectly underftand how to reftore order and’ 
‘‘ intelligence in the management of the naval funds, 
“ {9 extravagantly lavifhed under the prefent Minifter.”” 
The propofing of M. le Normant, was attacking. 
the favourite by her foible. It was, befides, preventing | 
all contradiction; no one would venture to opper the - 
fuggeftions of a partizan of M.de Maffiac. His ad- 
vice was unanimoufly followed. This officer, propofed* 
to the King by the favourite, became the idol ‘of the 
moment; but he was obliged to accept for his affiftant. 
the perfon above-mentioned, under the title of Inten-. 
iter General of. the Navy. and the Colonies. This expe- 
Hitent was.not calculated te juftify the fyftem that 
had juft been eftablifhed. .The navy would never have 
been worfe managed than at'that period, when it was - 
Berens’, for the firft time, by two men, taken, one 
rom its own corps, and the other from Adminiftration, . 
if M. de Berryer had not immediately fucceeded them. 
M. de Maffiac, naturally indolent, of an infirm habit,” 
and hypochondriaeal,: was every morning employed at-” 
nothing elfe but his toilet, or in the care of his healj\ 
Being, befides; a weak man, he did not dare to affume - 
with his comrades the dignity which he acquired from his | 
office. He had married a certain Madame Gourdan, 
widow of a Firft Clerk, a ea by profeffion, and 
who admitted, without diftinGion, at her houfe, all. 
thofe who had money enough to appear there, and 
confequently very bad, or at leaft very mixed company. | 
She had the afcendart over her hufband, but was her- 
{elf governed by a fet of gamefters, who made a gamb~ 
ling-houfe of her hotel. The Firft Clerks, who had. 
always been jealous of M. le Normant, and. thought 
themfelves {uperior to him, could not fubmit to work : 
under his orders: they ufed their utmoft efforts té-- 
make him commit all kinds of blunders, in order to 
get rid of him. This affociation could not laft longer - 
than -five months: the Minifters were difmiffed the 
fame year that they were promoted, and their names.. 
were not even inferted in the Royal Almanac. When 
M. de Maffiac was required to give up the enfigns of: 
his office, he replied, that he would go and return them: 
to the King. As there was no letter de cachet, which 
H 5 forbade 
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forbade him the prefence of his Majefty, in{fpired by # 
noble boldnefs, of which he was. not thought ca ble, 
he dared, for the firft time, to prefent to Lewis XV 
who was anore out of countenance than himfelf---the 
perfon of a difgraced Minifter, and wrefted, in fome 
meafure, from his Majefty. the permiffion of paying his 
courttohim. «| . 2 
During the fhort time: of his adminiftration, France 
Joft not only Louifbourg, with the iflands of Cape Bre- 
ton and St. John, but alfo the fort of Frontenac in 
America, of Senegal and Goree on the coaft of Africa: 
and in India, Count d’Aché, with fuperior forces, § 
with his flag before that of the enemy, and France was 
three times infulted upon her own coafts. 
Sune The firft time was by Lord Anfon, who, 
5 ’ with twenty-two fhips of the lie, anchored 
in the Bay of Cancalle, near St. Malo’s, and landed 
there with fifteen battalions.of ight troops, and artil- 
try., The Englifh encamped before the town, burnt 
three-of the King’s frigates, twenty-four privateers, {e~. 
‘epty merchant-men, forty fmall craft, together with. 
:itagazines.of hemp, pitch, &e..and at the end, of. 
week retired, without receiving the leaft check.. The 
confternation they, had {pread there may be judged of 
by this ridicwous and emphatical mandate of the Bi- 
fhop, which ordered a folemn proceffion by way of 
thank{giving for the departure of the enemy. Through 
the medium. of thefe religious rodomontades, we may 
readily difeever the panic with which ‘he was feized. 
. “ Let us praife.the Lord with timbrels, let us. praife 
‘him with drums, (8c. for. God bas broken. the armies 5 
«| for ig.the camp, in the midff of the people, be hath de- 
” liwaged me. out of the bands of thofe that. perfecuted 
me | 
* Bethulia, reduced to: the greateft extremity, hav- 
ing no refource left, nor any hopes of affiftance, and 
when the frighted inhabitants only: cwifbed for. a.vslun+ 
tary ees. was faved by one‘ of thofe ftriking 
miracles, which manifefted, in the moft fenfible man- 
“ner, the operations of the all-powerful hand of the 
“ Moft High. Your deliverance, on the contrary, ap- 
“ pears at firft fight. very natural ;-but whoever. will 
| * pay 
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“ nay a little attention to the whole.of this event, can- - 
“ not but perceive in it evident. marks of God’s pro- - 
“(tection of this city. You have taken all the precau- 
“tions thatggirage. and conduct could dittate againft 
“ithe attag@immmwas threatened with, and which you 
fees unavoidable, Thefe precautions 
“have been fuperfluous. There has. not even been 
‘‘ one fingle cannon fired againft your town.’ You 
‘were in hopes, that ona fent to your affiftance 
“ would have driven. away the enemy ; but they di 
“6 not wait for them: The news of the fuccours cam 
“to them, and they retired with precipitation. The 
- winds were againft their: return, but it was decided 
_ by Providence, that they fhould retire the fame way 
“ they came; and. they have done this in defiance of 
“ contrary winds. Ought you not therefore to fay ; 
“. if God be for. us, who foall be againft, us ?” 
As for the reft, the Duke of Marlborough, who com- 
- manded the. land forces,:in conformity to his inftruati- 
ons, behaved. towards the inhabitants, and. other fub- 
jects not ta arms,. with all poffible humanity... Seven 
failors and.a foldier were hanged for having indulged 
themfelves in Japesa a OS eee ae 
The ravages occafioned by this invafion were eftix 
mated at twelve millions * lofs in naval effects only: 
THe fecond infult was ftill more fatal. It was ex- 
ecuted under thacommand of Commodore Howe, who 
already began to fignalize hunfelf, and of General 
Bligh. The better to. encourage the troops, Prince 
Edward, fince, Duke of York, attended by a great 
many young Noblemen, as volunteers, embarked on 
board the fleet.. Cherbourg was the place they re- 
folved to attack and to deftroy. That port, the har- 
bour of which we were employed.in deepening and 
enlarging, might one day become, by its. pofition in 
_ the Channel, extremely troublefome to Great Britain. 
France -had yet:no.port in the Channel,-capable of 
receiving the King’s flips and fleets; and this one, 
_which was extenfive and commodious, united a great 
nwinber of advantages, that. would have rendered -it 
: | much 
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much fuperior ‘to the port of Dunkirk, fo much et- 
tolled, and which has excited fo much jealoufy. 
The Englith appeared ‘before it on the 6th of Au- 
_ guit,’ and’ on the 7th;: the garrifon hag retired from, 
the place, which wasnot in a condgab defendiit- 
felf, the enemy became matters offre, behaving. 
with'their ufual difcipline, they contented themfelves 
with levying ‘Heavy contributions in the country, with 
- géemolifhing ‘the works, and reducing the port to a 
fnoft deplorable ftate. “They burnt there twenty-feven 
Ships, fpiked wp one hundred and feventy-three Ls 
of cannon, and three iron mortars. Twenty-two fuperb. - 
. pe of cannon and: two brafs mortars were fent to. 
ngland, with ‘the colours taken in this expedition ; a 
fpeétacle of a' new kind for the prefent generation, 
face it ‘was ‘the firft enterprife upon the coafts of 
France, for feveral centuries paft, which had pro- 
duced any confiderable and lafting damages to the 
kingdom, and which could do honour to the boldnefs, ' 
intelligence, and capacity of the Generals. Upon one 
of the fluices were written feveral inferiptions, aniong 
which: was the foHowing, which, in fome meafure, re-. 
trieves the memory of Cardinal Fleuri, and proves 
thatthe navy was not fo indifferent to him as it. has. 
Been fuppofed.. ) 






Ludovici XV. juffa: 
Flrie confilio, 
Asfeldi dudlu 
In avum rotat hee moles. 
Ars, naturé vidirix, aquarum impetum- 
Refrenat, facilem navibus tempeflate aGis, 
Aditum dat, tutelam afferit, copiam evebit, 
Gloriam perpetuat fimulque Principem 
Sapientém, heroa, pofleritati commendat: 
=. : e 
This infeription was‘thus parodied by a land officer,. 
‘who caufed his to be engraved under it. 
—-™ Lewis, and’ Fleuri, and Asfeld, mutt new ‘yield 
to George, to Pitt, to Bligh, and to Howe. The 
** work of a century has been deftroyed by. a puff: of 
€ wind. The tide is free at prefent, and the rage of 
7s , “ the 
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** the fea commands. ‘Their riches and their feourity 
“ are loft, their glory is vanifhed, as well as the pride 
* of the King, of the Minifter, and of the Hero,” 

The fpoils of France, the military trophies which 
we have mentioned above, were carried in triumph 
through London a week afterwards, and conduéted to 
the Power. “8 i 7 

If General Bligh had contented himfelf with this 
victory, he would have been the idol of England, fo 
great was the joy and fatisfaction it occafioned : but on 
the 4th of September, having made another attempt 
upon Saint Brieux, in Britany, the boldnefs of the Eng- 
lifh was chaftifed in this third defcent executed by 
them; the Duke d’Aiguillon came up with them on 
the 11th at Saint Cag, obliged them to re-embark with 
precipitation, took 700 prifoners, and occafioned the 
lofs of more than 4,000 men, killed or drowned. They | 
had landed thirteen thoufand, of which number fcarce 
8,000 efcaped. 

The French, in their turn, laughed at their rivals ; 
they made fongs to the glory of the conqueror, and, 
playing upon the word, they faid, that the enemy had 
been driven away, @ grand coups d’Aiguillont. Un- 
fortunately, this victory ferved only to prevent any 
further mifchief, but did not repair the damage already 
done on our coafts. The Britifh Government had, at 
any rate, fulfilled its principal object, which was to 
hinder us, by fuch alarms, from unguarding our coafts, 
and from reinforcing our armies in Germany. They - 
had obliged us to keep our troops continually upon the 
watch, and ia motion, and thus brought expences u 
on us, tending to make our finances fil worfe, which 
they already knew were in an extreme bad ftate. 
They were indeed fo much reduced, that France was 
only able to form one maritime enterprife during M. 

de Maffiac’s adminiftration; an enterprife which was 
undeubtedly a very feeble one ; but would have proved 
very ufeful, ifit had been crowned with that fuccefs 
which feemed unavoidable. In the month of Septem- 
ber, a fhip and two frigates were fitted out at Breft, 


for 


tf With many Severe pings. Aignillon, in French, fignifies « Sing, 
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‘for-a. feeret expedition, as it was called. In faa, it 
‘was fo, and was even conducted with fo much myf- 
tery, that it efcaped the utmoft vigilance of the ene- 
my’s {pies. We poftpone the curious details of it to 
@ particular account}. In this place, we fhall only 
give a.fummary relation of it. ‘The intention was, to 
iatercept the fhips of the Englifh Eaft India Company, 
hy a cruize eftablifhed off the Iffand of Saint Helena, 
where they muft neceffarily touch on their return 
home, to receive a: fhip for convoy. Nba ema 
all the obftacles which the plan-had fuffered, it was fo 
-excellent a.one, that we might have furprized about 
ten, of thofe veffels, whofe cargo- was worth more 
than: twenty-two millions §. But mifunderftandings, 
_jealoufies, and unfkilful maneeuvses; made the project 
fail; and the French fquadron experienced the fhame 
and mortification of feeing themfelves afterwards at 
anchor in a-neutral port, along fide of thofe very Eng- 
lifh, who infulted them for their inability: 

The pitiful conduét of M. de Meffiac, and the fhort - 
time oF his. adminiftration, difgufted the Court from 
intrufting the naval department to a-man-of the pro- 
feffion. They returned to-the Mafters of Requetts, | 
and M. de Berryer obtained ite Every body 
was confounded with aftonifhment at this 
news ; people afked each other, whether the intent 
was abfolutely.to complete our ruin, by employing fuch 
a Minifter, in the. prefent important crifis of the Colo- 
nies, and of naval affairs. This perfon, who had but 
lately been taken. from the police, had never given 
proofs of any of thofe talents required for the delicate 
poft to which he was raifed. He was, befides, defti- - 
tute of humanity, harfh; blunt, and even brutifh; was 
detefted in every office he had filled ; and had no other 
merit, than being fervilely devoted to the favourite, 
and .exceffively abjett to every perfon of whofe affift- 
ance he ftood in need. She had introduced him to 
. the Council of Difpatches, and foon after to the Coun- 
- cil of State, that fhe inight fecure another vote to ae 
: ; elf | 


j {t will be inferted in the Appendix of the fourth volume.. 
, : * Neara_mulliog Lterligg. _ fete e is : ; 
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‘felf in that Body; and efpecially a fpy, able to give 
her. an account of all that fhould pafs there; He had 
obferved, that Marfhal Belleifle dire€ted them, and 
was their oracle; to him, therefore, he paid his court. 
"Fhe Marfhal, always bufied with projeéts, not hav- 
‘ing been able to. fucceed in Germany, withed to re- 
fue the idea of ftriking a great blow in England, by 
the plan of an invafion; which is. fo eafily formed, 
and always firft fuggefted by men of weak underftand- 
ings ; but which, to be carried into execution, would 
require all the refources of a vaft genius, capable at 
once of. fubjecting itfelf, to the moft minute details, 
and of uniting toa great deal of boldnefs, the moft 
rapid~difpatch in bufinefs. He thought he had found 
the man he wanted in M. de Berryer ;_ that is to fay, 
an active and trattable agent, whom he might dire&t 
as he pleafed, and who would implicitly follow. his va- 
rious inftigations. He was miftaken: the new Se 
cretary of State had a great fhare of Sheree: but 
ftill more prefumption and obftinacy. Abjet when he 
wanted to acquire the fuffrage of his benefa¢tor; he 
became, according to cuftom, refra€tory when he 
thought he could do without him. Trifling in his dif- 
pofition, as well as from the nature of the place he 
had fo long occupied, his attention was engaged upon 
fmall matters of reformation, inftead of being employ- 
ed in feconding with efficacy the vigorous meafures 
purfued by the Marshal in his office; for the military 
and naval departments were mutually to affift each 
other---could not fucceed otherwife---and M. de Ber- 
ryer, by not making the navy act in concert with the 
army, occaftoned the failure of the wife plans concert- 
ed by the Marfhal in his department. 

M. Berryer, who had entered into the Miniftry im- 
prefled with the idea, for which indeed there was too 
amuch reafon, of the enormous.depredations committed 
‘in-his department, had not the fenfe to perceive, that 
yt was neceflary. to poftpone, toa more feafonable op-~ 
portunity, the. remedying of thefe. abufes---that the 
capital and urgent point of preferving the colonies, 
which were the. principal feat of them,. was firft to be 
attended. to---and that, when a houfe is burning, a 
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fhould not be diverted from putting out the fire, by 
the lefs material attention of preventing robbers from 
carrying off fome of the effects. While he had pre- 
fided over the police, the only iprings of: his adminif- 
tration had been informers and fpies ; and thefe were 
the perfons he ftill employed. He found out in Paris 
an old officer of the civil department of the navy, who 
had been expelled from bis-corps for his bad conduét, 
and made hun his confidant, his counfellor, and even 
his director. From a principle of miftaken vanity, not 
daring to acknowledge his ia Sea to thofe who 
might have inftructed him at large; he fecretly con- 
fulted this fubaltern, who had fome little knowledge 
of the matter ; but at the fame time, afhamed of fuch. 
a preceptor, in order that it might not be known from 
whence, or how, he acquired his maritime principles, 
he made him come up fecretly into his clofet by a 
private. ftaircafe, and at times when the Firft Clerks. 
were not likely to meet with him. This aneecement 
continued for fome time without creating fufpicion. 
In the mean while, this counfellor of M:. Berryer,. 
availing himfelf of the circumftance. to gratify his pri- 
vate animofities, purfued his revenge in a cruel man-. 
ner. Every poft conveyed menacing letters againft the. 
Commanders, difmiffions, and cathiering of Officers, 
againft whom there were a ss Sn complaints, of 
long ftanding, or unattefted.. The fource of thefe op- 
piethons was at length difcovered, and the Minifter 
was obliged to difgrace. this little Sejanus, who in his 
way had already. done a. great.deal of mifchief, and 
had collected pecuniary rewards, which were cer- 
tainly very. ill employed, and might have been rec- 
koned among thofe burthenfome profuftons the Minifter 
wifhed to fupprefs. | . 

While M. Berryer’s attention was thus moft ferioufly 
engaged in thefe little details—while he was-difmiffing 
fome officers of the civil department--retrenching the 
appointments of others---and diminifhing the profits of 
the contra€tors, whofe accounts were examined afreth 
---the enemy were beating our fquadrons---completing 
the rujn of our mavy-—taking Cuadsloupe. Quebec, 
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Martinico, all Canada, and Pondicherryp--and were 
continually infulting us, even in our own country. 

The Englith, extending their views of conqueft in 
proportion as their rivals were enfeebled, after the 
capture of Cape Breton, not only entertained thoughts 
ofneducine all our poffeffions in North America, but 
even of beginning the invafion of our fugar-iflands. 
Martinico, the moft important of thefe, from its fitua- 
tion to windward, aad the center of all the other 
ilands in thefe latitudes, was the one that difturbed 
them moft. Being full of merchants, and feafaring 
people, it was ableto furnifh fuccours of men, arms, 
and provifions, which reached the place of their defti- 
nation in four-and-twenty hours, with a moral certaint 
of not being intercepted, notwithftanding the ftrengt 
and multiplicity of the f{quadrons employed to impede 
this communication. | 

This was not all: fwarms of privateers coming out 
from this harbour, obliged the merchantmen of Great 
Britain to have recourfe to convoys ; and this expen- 
five inconvenience prevented them from fending pro- 
vifions as regularly as it was neceffary, to keep thofe 
iflands free from want. With regard to the fmall 
veflels, which being more bold, attempted thofe expe- 
ditions, 1t was calculated*that two-fifths of them fell 
into the. hands of our privateers. In a word, at the 
time of the taking of Martinico by the Englifh, during 
the laft war, the records of the Admiralty ftill men- 
tion a total of four thoufand veffels carried off in that 
manner. 

Ever fince the month of O€tober, fhips and troops 
had been fent from Europe for this expedition againft 
Martinico, which was jointly intrufted to Commodore 
Moore and General Hopfon. The firft had a fquadron 
of ten fhips of the line, and the fecond -commanded 
eight thoufand land forces. The landing was 
effected on the 16th of January; but the I759+ 
enemy having been repulfed by the inhabitants, with 
more vigour than was expetted, they did wot think it 
prudent to fpend their time, and their forges, in an at+ 
tack, ‘the fuccefs of which was very doubtful ; and 
which, befides, was liable to be interrupted every mo- 
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ment by’ fuccours fent from Europe, that were incef-. 
fantly expected. The Englifh turned their forces 
againft Guadaloupe, a conqueft more proportioned to 
23 7. the {mallnefs of their army. It could not, 
3 J. however, . be completed m lefs than three 
months: A woody country, interfe¢ted with rivers, 
hollow ways, pafles, and fteep rocks, prefented natural 
obftacles it was neceflary to overcome. It Is true that 
the Englith fcarce met with any other. The lofs of 
this ifland will for ever be the difgrace of Governor 
Nadau ; branded at firft by a Court Martial, but at 
length reinftated by dint of intrigues and money, two 
infallible means, which fooner or later always fucceed 
‘in this country, It will alfo be the difgrace of the 
Marquis de Beauharnois, his. Majefty’s Governor and 
Lieutenant-General in the Windward iflands ; who re- 
maining quietly at Martinico, and thinking of nothing 
‘but his own fecurity, negle&ted fo much to eee a 
watchful eye upon that part of his government, that 
he did not fend any affiftance to it for feveral months, 
-Fhis lofs will refle&t an equal difgrace on M. de Bom- 
par, who arriving from Breft with a powerful fqua- 
dron, was fix weeks before he put himfelf in motion 
to feek the. Englifh fleet. Thefe two officers, al- 
though not condemned by any fentence, were de- 
ene by the opinion. of the public. In vain did they 
iy the blame upon the flownefs of the Minifter, who 
delayed fix months before he fent the fhips folicited 
by thofe colonies: though this. was an additional fault, 
to be laid by the nation to the charge of the Miniter, 
yet it did not juftify them: Itis proved, even by the 
avowal of the Englifh, that if the Marquis of Beau- 
harnois had appeared one hour fooner, Gaudaloupe 
would not have fallen into their hands. The French » 
Generals were then the more culpable, as the fituation 
of the place, and the circumftances, feemed to de- 
prive the- enemy of the means of oppofing them. Such 
‘was: the inaGtion of the Britifh fleet, that being detain- 
ed eyes he near eleven he i remained a 
quiet fpe€tator of the captures made by the privateers 
of Martinico, who, canned off, almoft in their fight, 
spore than ninety. merchantmen of their nation, i 
= he 
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The befiegers had loft their General, fucceeded by 
General Barrington, who being hiifelf feized with the 
gout, in the foot, the hand, and the ftomach, could 
only give imperfect. orders. His little army was fo 
much fatigued by continual labour, that he | yy 
readily accepted the propofal of a capitula- se 
tion, and granted the moft honourable terms, not in 
confideration of the valour of M. de Nadau, but-on ac- 
count of the critical fituation in which he found him- 
felf, which did not permit him to be very difficult, as 
we fee in his letter to Mr. Pitt. 

It was, however, a very fortunate circumftance for 
the inhabitants to be conquered -at this time, when, 
during a three months fiege, their plantations had been 
-deftroyed, their warehoufes burnt, and part of their 
flaves carried off. If the conqueror had been obliged 
to retire after all thefe ravages, the ifland would have 
remained without refource: the mother country had 
it not in her powér to fend them any affiflance ; and 
they had no commodities to barter with the neutral 
Powers, in exchange for fubfiftence. They therefore 
1eceived the kind offers of the Englifh General with. 
confidence, who gained their affection fo much, that 
st was doubted, {ays an hiftorian, whether be was more 
beloved and yefpected by bis own troops, or by the con~ 
quered people. The {mall iflands of Defeada, the 
Saintes, Bartholomew, and Marigalante, all of them 
. dependent upon Guadaloupe, fell with that ifland under 

the yoke of the Englifh ; and could do nothing better 
for their prefervation. 

While Moore and. Barrington were triumphant in 
the Weft Indies, Saunders and Wolfe were fignalizing 
themfelves in North America, and laying fiege to 
Quebec. We have already obferved, that the war in 
this continent had, till that time, turned to the advan- 
tage of the French. In 1758, they were ftill fuccefs- 
ul; the Maréuis de Montcalm gained a fignal victory, 
on the 8th o ey, near Fort Carillon ; on the rath 
of September, M.-de Ligneris beat a detachment of a 
thoufand Enghth, towards Fort Duquefne : but thefe 
very fucceffes were the caufe of all the misfortunes of 
the colony. The Englifh, who faw that with mueh 
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inferior forces we overturned all their projééts, took 
the refolution to increafe their army in that country, 
to fuch a degree, that they crufhed us at laft by their 
numbers. In the fprin they had forty thoufand men 
there, while we had icarce fifteen hundred. In vain 
had the Marquis de Vaudreuil, forefeeing the fiege of 
Quebec to be unavoidable, folicited for reinforcements ; 
the want of money, the difficulty of fending troops 
there, the wavering difpofition of the Miniftry, their 
abfurdity, the general dejeftion of the King’s navy, 
and the little encouragement given to the brave Cap- 
tains of merchant-fhips; called Officiers Bleus, who, 
after having fhewed prodigies of valour, had a great 
deal of trouble to get into the Royal navy, and were 
Jooked upon there with that contempt with which 
they had a much better right to treat their rivals---all 
thefe circumftances concurred in defeating the forefight 
of this Commander. 7 
A fleet of 35 fhips, each of three-or four hundred 
tons burthen, was required to fupply the wants of the 
Commiffary of the ftores in eatables alone, indepen- 
dent of the fubfiftence, and other neceffaries, to be fent 
on the King’s account, which were defigned for the 
inhabitants, and for all thofe who were not fupplied 
by rations. Not a fourth part of thefe things was 
fent, and few arrived---no troops, no frefh ammiuniti- 
on, and efpecially no fleet; fo that Canada was re- 
duced to its own forces :---but M. de Berryer, like an 
exadt Minifter, did not fail to fend a Commiffary, to 
affift the Intendant in fettling his accounts. It was not 
certainly from. this civil officer that the falvation of 
the colony was to be expected. Accordingly, the 
Englifh were not afraid of him; their flag foon ap- 
peared before Quebec. Alas! of what little avail is 
all human {cience, and how foon are the beft planned 
_enterprifes difconcerted! Notwithftanding the forfaken 
ftate in which Miniftry had left; Céhada---notwith- 
ftanding the want that prevailed there---notwithftand- 
ing the inferiority of its. forces,’ one inftant might have 
faved the colony, and annihilated the power of the 
~ ith on this continent. Eight fire-fhips had been 
“ gut in the road; a feeble, but the beft ss 
: : 0 
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of defence that could have been thought of. Scarce 
had the enemy’s fleet anchored at-the ifland , : 
of Orleans, when thofe infernal machines 7 Junes 
were fent off in the night-time, to reduce it to afhes ; 
and if the orders had been punétually executed, both 
men and fhips would have been all loft. But the Cap- 
‘tains who conducted this operation were feized with 
terror ; they fet fire to their veffels too foon, and haf- 
tened back to land‘in their boats. The befiegers, who 
had feen the flames-from a diftance, had time, from 
this precipitation, to guard themfelves againft them ; 
and this preat fault of the Canadians, was really the 
circumftance which decided their fate. 

They depended ftill upon another danger, more 
“concealed, and contrived by nature itfelf againft their 
“énemies, but which only ferved to prove the ability: 

of the Englifh failors, and the ignorance of ours. 
There is in the river a place called La traverfe du 
Nord, which was looked upon as a very difficult pafs, 
Every year, at the time of the approach of the King’s 
fhips, the fignals intended to guide them over this 
place were repaired ;.and thefe precautions were at- 
tended to for the fmalleft frigates. Upon the firft 
intelligence received, that Saunders had entered the 
river, great care was taken to fupprefs all the buoys, 
in order to increafe thofe embarraffinents, fo much 
‘dreaded by the French. Their rivals made a jeft of 
them, and went over this pafs with fhips of 70 or 80 
guns, in the night, as well as in the day-time; they 
even croffed it with feveral fhips a-breaft, tacking 
about, and fhewing themfelves more fkilful than the 
pilots of the country *. 

In the mean while the Englifh had more ferious 
obftacles to furmount. They had a great deal of trou- 
ble to land, and eftablifh themfelves in the environs of 
the place. The borders of the river were fo well de- 
fended by troops, and redoubts, placed at different 
diftances, that the firft efforts failed. Thefe unfortu- 


nate 
* See Letter of M. de Bigot, Iatendant of the colony, te 


M. Berryer, dated a2 Odtober, 1759, wherein he is obliged te 
tell this anecdote, fo difgraceful to all the French navy. 
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nate attempts lafted fix weeks, and we may judge, 
from the very circumfpect letters of the two Com- 
manders of the enterprife, that they began to be dif- 
gufted with it. Wolfe wrote to Mr. Pitt, “ the in- 
terelts ‘of Great Britain require the moft vigorous. 
meafures ; but the courage aba handful of brave men 
is only to be difplayed where there are fome hopes: 
of fuccefs. You may, however, be-affured, hat 
the little time remaining for the campaign, fhall be 
“‘ employed, as much as poffible, for the honour of 
“* his Majefty and the good of the nation. I fhall 
“ be happy if our efforts heré contribute to the fuccefs 
“ of his Majefty’s arms.” _ 
Saunders, on his fide, wrote, on the 1ft of Septem- 
ber :---“* The enemy feem to be numerous, and ftrongly : 
« potted ; but, whatever the event may be, we fhall : 
“* remain here as long as the feafon will permit us, in 
“* order to prevent at leaft any detachment of troops from 
“ Quebec from being fent againft General Amherft.” 
It was net till the 12th of September, that is to fay, 
after having remained three months in the river, that 
the enemy had the fingular good fortune to land with- 
out being perceived. This was done an hour before 
day-break, at the diftance of a league and a half above 
the town. The army, fix thoufand ftrong, was al- 
ready formed in order of battle, when it was attacked 
the next day by a body of troops, one-third lefs than 
theirs. This action will be ever memorable from the - 
lofs ofthe two Commanders.,, Wolfe was firft wound- - 
ed, without his troops lofing their confidence and refo- 
lution. Carried out of the ranks, and fainting, he 
came to himfelf, upon hearing, Tey fly. He afked 
with eagernefs, who? and was anfwered, The French : 
he replied, Thank God; I die fatisfied: and expired. 
Montcalm furvived this illuftrious adverfary no longer 
than to experience the mortification of being a witnefs 
to the defeétion of his troops. He was mortally wound~ 
ed in the retreat, and expired with‘equal glory. He 
had even the opportunity of difplaying a greater de- 
gree of heroifm, by attending ftill to the glory of his 
country, and generowMy giving his opinion to return to 
the field. of battle. This advice, which was alfo ae 
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of the Marquis of Vaudreuil, might have recovered 
matters: 2 Council of war determined differently ; and . 
notwithftanding the reinforcements received, we retired 
to the diftance of ten leagues. The Clfevalier de Levy, 
who had haftened syom his poft to fucceed Montcalm, 
cenfured the weakneis of this ftep. We were afhanied | 
of it,uad wifhed to return, in order to regain the victory: 
It was too late, Quebec, three parts af which was de- 

flrcyed by the ca: on of the fleet, had juft capitulated. 

The Chevalier a. Rumfay, who had fhut himfelf up in 

it, was only allcwe! ‘our hours for the treaty. 

o thete twe conquefts in the new world, were added 
two naval viGerics, which carried the glory of the Mini- 
fter, who dire@t-d fo many fortunate and well-planned 
operations, to the higheft pitch. The only refource of 
France, was the invafion meditated by Marfhal Bel- 
leifle, and for which inmenfe preparations were making, 
The navy of Breft not being ftrong enough to fupport it, 
it was thought of adding that of Toulon, and all the 
fhips able to go to fea were fitting out in this laft port. 

But although fince the taking ot Minorca, the Englith 
had no fixed port but at Gibraltar---a foreign road, 
where veffels are far from riding in fafety, and cannot 
weather certain winds—it was decided that this juntion 
fhould be prevented. 

Pitt was informed by his fpies, that no more than 
twelve fhips of the line could come out of Toulon: he 
did not negieét putting the {uperiority of number on the 
fide of the Englifh, and fent fourteen. ‘They were in- 
trufted to Bofcawen, the Admiral who had begun the 
war. He had juft conquered Louifbourg, and had all 
the boldnefs neceflary for fuch an enterprife. He pre- 
{ented himfelf even at the mouth of the port, blocked 
up the French fquadren there, and, to provoke them 
to come out, fent fome of his fhips, with : 
orders to burn two velfels that were at an-.. 17 June. 
chor in the great road. It was again M. de la Clue, 
who commanded. He was not more moved at this in- 
fult, than he had previoufly thewn himfelf at Cartha- 
gena; and though the enemy’s fhips, in a dead calm, 
and unable to execute their rafh jenterprife, were very 
ili-treated from the fire of the batteries, and obliged to 
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@ be towed away, he fuffered them to maneeuvre, and re- 


.? 


tire very quietly, ‘Thjs accident, and the bad weather, 

forced the Englifh Admiral to retire to Gibraltar, in or- 
der to refit. He fade no doubt but that his rival would 
take advantage of this circumftance, to put to fea, and 
attempt the paffage of the ftraits; but he had deter- 
mined, that he fhould not do this with impunity, and 
had therefore ftationed two of his fwifteft failers to watch 
him, one toward the.coaft of Spain, and the other on 
that of Africa. 

M. de la Clue, inftead of feizing this opportunity to 
follow Bofcawen, who could not then have attacked 
him with eile would not fet fail till he was cer- 
tain of having no Englifhman in fight. He loft a time 
that was precious to him, for carrying his orders into 
execution, and gave the enemy leifure to appear again. 
in force. The French fleet was in very good condi- 
tion, and well able to make head againft the enemy. If 
it be the duty of an hiftorian to fave frqm oblivion the 
names of thofe heroes who have been ufeful to their 
country, he is no lefs obliged to hold up to public ex- 
ecration the names of thofe bafe Commanders who have 
fhrunk from theirduty. ‘The French fleet confifted of 


the following hips. 

Ships. Guns. Captains M. M. 
L’Océtan, — 80 == De la Clue, Commodore. 
Le Redoubtable, 74 —™ De Saint Agnan, Captain. 
Le Centaure, 94 == De Sabran cain, 

Le Souverain, 74 = Panat.. 
Le Guerrier, 74 — De Rochemore. 
Le Temeraire, 74 -— Caftillon the elder. 
Le Fantafque, 64 —. Caftillon the younger. 
Le Mode/ie, 64 == Du Loc de Montvert. 
Le Lion, — 64 = Colbert Turgis. 
Le Triton, —= 64 = Venet. 
Le Fier, — 50 == Marquifon, 

50 = Dabon. 


L’Oriflamme, 


F RI- 
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FRIGATES. 


Guns. Captains. M. M., 
LaChiméire, © 26 = Faucher. 
La Minerve, 24 —= The Chevalier d’Oppede. 


La Gracieufe, 24 —- The Chevalier Fabri. 


On the evening from the 16th to the 17th of Auguft, 
M. de la Clue, by keeping clote to the coaft of Baibary, 
had flipped into the channel ; and was got almoft beyond 
the coaft of Ceuta, when he was perceived by the Gi- 
braltar, an Englith fhip upon the {cout : it was about 
eight o’clock when this fhip gave the fignal, and before 
ten Bofcawen was already under fail, and out of the 
bay. On that very night, not by a guft of wind, as the 
timid author of the Annals of Lewis XV. officioufly pre- 
tends, but, as the French Commander fays, by a fatality 
for which no reafon can be given*, five of his fhips and 
three frigates had parted company ; fo that the next 
morning, at day-break, he faw himfelf furrounded only 
by the Redoubrable, the Centaure, and the Modeffe. In 
this weakened ftate, committing one fault upon another, 
the enemy came up with him. If he wanted condud, it 
muft be owned that he did not want courage. His fhip 
fired two thoufand five hundred fhot---one of his legs 
was carried off, and the other dangeroufly wounded ; 
but the only Captain who acquired all the |, , 
glory of the day, was M. de.Sabran Gram- aa Ues 
mont, who, though he was the firft that furrendered, did 
not ftrike till after he had performed prodigies of valour, 
and after having been fucceffively attacked by five thips, 
the laft of which was the Admiral’s of go guns. 

The brave defence made by this Captain, keeping the 
enemy engaged till night came on, the fleet might have 
been faved, if it had been managed with fkill and con- 
duct. On the contrary, Count Panat and M. de Roche- 
more thought proper to také-refuge at Lifbon. This 


* See his letter to the Count de Merle, Ambaffador from 
France to the Court of Lifbon, dated from Lagos, the 18th of 
Auguift 1759. . 
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defe&tion difcouraged both the Captains and the crews: 
the action was now changed into a meer difgraceful 
rout; the Océan and the Redoubtable were burned the 

next day, and the Téméraire and Mode/fte taken. 
Certainly, if there were ever any occafion for a Court 
Martial, it ought to have been holden on account of this 
eagagement off Lagos, wherein cowardice, ignorance, 
treachery to ene’s country, forgetfulnefs, and mfraction 
of orders, were confpicuous on all fides. It would un- 
doubtedly have been a great hardfhip for M. de la 
Clue, after having loft both his legs, to lofe his head 
alfo ; his crutches might ferve as an anfwer to his ac- 
cufers, and perhaps juftify him fully. But this inquiry 
was indifpenfable, to learn for what reafon, ina fum- 
mer’s night, in which there is no abfolute darknefs-~ 
with an eafterly wind, which never blows very hard, 
---in a narrow channel, where the current running in 
a dire&t line, prevents the fhips from lofing the track, 
and makes them drive very little---three frigates fhould 
have feparated, whofe orders were, never to lofe fight 
of the Admiral’s fhip, to obferve his fignals in order to 
repeat them, to keep conftantly failing round the fqua- 
dron, to watch over the whole, to fee that they were 
in good order and fafe ;---for what reafon, five of the 
weakeft fhips, and confequently in the center of the 
divifion, and fupported by the ftrongeft on the right 
and left, loft thenifelves in fuch a manner, as that at 
day-break no traces of them could be found, nor dur- 
ing the whole morning, till noon, when they went to 
meet them ---for what reafon, after the action, at a 
time when it became more effential than ever to keep 
together, in order to make head oe an enemy of 
double the ftrength, two fhips fhould take upon them- 
felves to leave the reft, under pretence of attending to 
their own fafety ;---for what reafon, in a word, the 
others, inftead of fighting, to fecure a retreat by this 
means, or at leaft to make the enemy pay dear for 
the victory, fhould prefer to be fot on fire by 
running aground, or fuffer themfelves to be taken at 
anchor. ‘Thefe inquiries would be endlefs, were we 
to enumerate all the irregular and difgufting things that 
happened during the action, and its confequences, M. 
de 


OF LEWIS XV. TT 


de Berryer’s difpofition was much inclined to enter 
into the difquifition of facts; he was a Judge natu- 
rally fevere and malevolent ; but he was ftill more at- 
tached to his poft, than to_the adminiftration of juftice, 
and he did not choofe to incur the difpleafure of all 
the Nobility of Provence, to whom thefe Captains 
were allied. Befides, he was aware that this would be 
fetting the whole navy againft him, many officers of 
which, equally culpable, were interefted that no in- 
quiries fhould be made, left they fhould afterwards 
extend to them. In a word, Marfhal Conflans, the 
only refource of France in this inftant, was to be in- 
dulged, who, from an inward perfuafion of his inca- 
pacity and cowardice, oppofed there being an exam- 
ple made, which might become too dangerous for him- 
felf. The only punifhment inflicted upon the crimi- 
nals was, at their return from Gibraltar, to be hooted 
by the populace of Toulon; while, on the contrary, 
they faw M. de Sabran careffed in this port, at Paris, 
and at Court, and honoured with a penfion from the 


King. 

The defeat off Lagos was a fatal check, and a very 
bad omen for the reft of the projected enterprifes; but 
the expences were too much advanced to ftop; the 
queftion was, to obtain fome compenfation, in order to 
conclude a peace which fhould not be too difadvan- 
tageous, and: of which we were very defirous. All 
hopes were loft of recovering the poffeffion of the elec- 
torate of Hanover : the only refource left after the bat- 
tle of Minden, was to go and pafs the treaty at Lon- 
don; and the preparations were accordingly purfued. 

George II. on his part, made his Parliament ac- 
quainted with the defigns of France—obtained fubfidies 
from them, proportioned to the vigorous defence that 
was required; and, befide the number of fleets al- 
ready fent out of the ports of England, three more 
fquadrons fet fail after each other. Commodore Boyce 
was ftationed off Dunkirk, to intercept or engage every 
veffel that fhould come out of that road. Rear Ad- 
miral Rodney bombarded the Havre, where magazines 
of provifions had been formed, and flat bottomed boats 
conftructed for the embarkation of troops. In a word, 

iz Hawke 
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Hawke appeared before Breft with a formidable fleet, 
fuperior to the forces the Marfhal could put to fea. 
The cruifing of the firft of thefe officers was fo exact, 
and fo well kept up, that the little {quadron, intrufted 
to Thurot, whofe orders were figned fince the 17th of 
June, could not fet fail till the 15th of October. Rod- 
ney continued firing for fifty-two hours without inter- 
ruption, and with fuch fuccefs, as to oblige the inha~ 
bitants to quit the town, though 700 men were incef- 
fantly employed in giving affiftance, and extinguifhing 
the flames. A great many boats were burnt, and the 
magazines very much damaged; in a word, the pre- 
parations in this quarter were nearly reduced to no-~ 
thing. Admiral Hawke blocked up fo narrowly the 
port of Breft, for fome time, that no ship could ‘enter, 
nor go out of the entrance of the harbour, without 
being taken by him. He carried off from the ancho- 
rage, under the forts of the coaft, four veflels, which 
were infinuating themfelves between the fhare and the 
coaft. Thefe veffels were carrying cannon and naval 
ftores for the Martfhal’s fleet; which were obliged to 
be replaced, and contributed ftill to retard his de- 
parture. 

Thete difappointments occafioned the execution of 
the project of invafion to be deferred till the feafon 
when the winds fhould oblige the Englifh to remove. 
All the troops, to the number of forty battalions, were 
affembled on the coaft of Britanny, at Vannes, and at 
Nantz, under the command of the Duke d’Aiguillon. 
‘There was another army at Dunkirk, commanded by 
M. de Chevert ; and fome detachments from the King’s 
houfehold were to fharethe event. M. de Frobert, a 
brigadier,had embarked with about eight hundred men in 
Thurot’s fquadron, which was gone for the north of Ire- 
land, His obje& was to reconnoitre the coaft with 
care, and, by forming a party among the malecontents, 
to pave the way for a defcent. We may judge by his 
inftructions, that we were not without hopes of fome 
intrigues from the partizans of the Houfe of Stuart, and 
that Scotland was the place where fuccefs was chiefly 
expected. Thefe inftru€tions contained a prohibition 
of making any attempt againft that kingdom; and ore 
ie dered, 
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dered, thaMfif he-were obliged to land there, he fhould 
do it as a’friend---fhould only make ufe of arms in 
his own defence---and even, in cafe he fhould be 
treated 4s an enemy, fhould take nothing without pay 
ing for it *. 

On this occafion, it was again feen upon how tri- 
fling a circumftance the deftiny of the mott formidable 
empires depends. France in her diftrefs might have | 
made England tremble, and have reduced her to a 
{tate of humiliation, in the midft of her profperity, if 
Marfhal Conflans, without lofing time---at the inftant 
when the ftorm, on the 12th of Odtober, obliged Ad- 
miral Hawke to quit the bay, and go back as far as 
Plymouth---had come out of port, colleéted his fleet, 
and attempted a defcent, it would have been impofli- 
ble for the enemy to oppofe him; or at leaft they 
could not have done it be at the greateft difadvan- 
tage, with a fleet fatigued by a fix months cruize--- 
lately battered and difperfed by a hurricane, which 
had put it in the moft deplorable condition---againft. 
one that was frefh, well equipped, compofed of nu- 
merous crews, and of the choice of the navy. But 
this Comttnander was not a man capable of acting in fo 
vigorous a manner; and the Miniiter for the marine 
department was too weak, and too nrefolute, to de- 
termine as foon as it was neceflary ; he was defirous. 
of afcertaining previoufly, whether the Englifh Adui- 
ral were really gone into port. “The Marfhal after- 
wards refufed to put to fea, ull he was equipped with 
all the parade and pomp of his dignity. Thefe delays 
continued till the 1gth of November, when the French 
fquadron at Jength came out. Admiral Hawke was 
foon informed of this, by the fhips kept upon the look- 
out. Having been forced a third time, by contrary 
winds, to re-enter Torbay, he perceived the neceflity 
of oppofing any attempts the I'rench fleet might make, 

Though 


* See The Yournal of the ravigaticn cf a French fquadron, which 
fet out from the pert Dekh under the command of Captaim 
Thurct, on the 15th of O&:ber 1759, with feveral detachments of 
the French and Swijs guards, and cf various other corps; by the 
Marquis de Bragelonne, Major of the detachment, 
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Though his fleet was very much weakenedby circum- 
ftances, and from thirt hips of the line was reduced 
to twenty-three, yet he braved the fury of the ele- 
ments, and exerted all his fkill to overcome the diffi- 
culties, and reach the bay of Quiberon, where he fup- 
pofed he fhould meet with the adverfary. The joy 
was exceeding great among his people, when they per- 
ceived the French fleet ; which, on the contrary, was 
feized with confternation and difmay. Before the fleet 
had come out of Breft, it was publicly faid that it 
would be beaten, and therefore we need not be fur- 
prifed that it was. As foon as the Marfha) was in- 
formed that the enemy were in fight, he immediately 
fled, thinking, by drawing near the coaft, which was 
full of fand-banks and rocks, to prevent his Leing pur- 
fued ; and takimg it for granted, that his adveriary 
would not dare to bid aetna to thefe fhelves, with 
which his pilots were unacquainted. By this fhameful 
artifice, his rear-guard was cut off, which fuftained all 
the fire of the Englifh, and was crufhed. In this ge- 
neral rout, infinitely worfe than that off Lagos, the 
hiftorian, on whichever fide he looks, cannot find the 
leaft {atisfaction, but in the noble defence of M. de 
Saint André du Verger, and in paying to his memory 
the tribute he deferves. "This Commodore, who com- 
manded the divifion we are now {peaking of, mounted 
the Formidable of 80 guns: he was fortunate enough 
not to be witnefs to the termination of this fatal day, 
being killed in the aétion, as well as his brother ; and 
his fhip did not ftrike till after the lofs of half her 
crew, and when fhe was fo much damaged by the firr- 
ing, and fo full of holes, that the Englith had a great 
deal of trouble to bring her home. In every other 
part of the fleet our indignation is excited---in one 
place it is the Chevalier de Beaufremont, proud of his 
name, and yet fupporting it fo ill, who miftaking a fig- 
nal for rallying, for the fignal of running away, crouded 
all the fail he could, and, by an infamous defection, drew. 
along with him to the ifland of Aix all the vanguard 
under his command, without having fired a thot. In 
another place we obferve a divifion, which, embold~ 


ened by terror, mancuvred with wonderful dexterity, 
penetrated 
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oe into a river, where it was thought impoffi- 
le that frigates fhould anchor, and exerted incredible 
efforts to conceal its difgrace; which ought to have 
been difplayed to infure its glory. In the center we 
fee Martha! Conftans---after having fired a few broad- 
fides, without having a man killed or wounded on 
board, or without having fuffered the Jeaft damage--- 
running aes with the Solei/] Royal, of 80 guns, and 
two thoufand men---the moft fuperb fhip belonging to 
his Majefty, quite new, with every advantage of con- 
ftru€tion---and ordering her to be burnt in his prefence, 
while he was. at the fame time employed in a fordid 
attention to his domeftic concerns * 

It was the deftiny of France, that in this dreadful: 
cataftrophe every thing fhould concur to its difafter. 
M. de Rerfeiat who was till then thought to be a good 
‘officer, tacked about with the T4efée, of 74 guns, which 
he commanded. He forgot to order the port-holes of 
his upper tier to be fhut. He was told of this miftake 
in time, but being afhamed that a pilot fhould teach. 
him his duty, he perfifted in leaving them open; and 
when the veflel engaged, he was {wallowed up, with 
800 men of his crew ; twenty of them only were faved, 
by the humanity of the enemy, who gave information 
of this fault, which a common faifor, upon his fecond 
expedition, would not have committed, and which he 
thought to have buried in oblivion along with himfelf, 
The Superbe fhared the fame fate, but in a more ho- 
nourable way, by a broadfide from the enemy. The 
Fufte, having loft M. de St. Allouarn, her Captain, 
who was killed in the action, as well as his brother, 
was entirely deftroyed, erew and all, by the ignorance 
of the coafting pilot. In a word, the flight of the 
Commander occafioned the lofs of fix fhips of the line 
in his fleet ¢ ; that is te fay, coft him more than the 

moft 


* It is pretended that he caufed the lace to be taken off his 
liveries, and fent his people away with their off-reckoning, in 
order that their wages, paid hitherto by the King, might not fall 
upon him. 

Le Scleil Royal, 80 guns, burnt by M. de Conflans’s orders 5 
W Intrépide, of 80, taken; le Héros, of 74, burnt; Je Thefee, 
of 74, funk ; le Superbe, of 74, funk, and le Fuffe, of 70, fplic 
upoa a rock and loft. 
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moft obftinate naval combat would have done. This 
enpagement was called the battle of Conflans, from 
the name of the cowardly Marfhal ; undoubtedly, that 
the memory of it fhould not be loft, and that he 
fhould be for ever held out to the execration of pof- 
terity. It proved the ruin of the navy under Lewis 
XV. as the battle of la Hogue had been under Lewis 
XIV. which was weakened by nearly half its force in 
jour vears time, from the lofs of twenty-feven thips of 
the line deftroyed, burnt, or carried into England t. 
It was impoffible that fhip-building fhould be carried 
on with fufficient difpatch to fill up this deficiency. 
Thefe conftructions were themfelves neceffarily flack- 
ened from the want of materials ; for, as they could 
only be brought upon trading veffels, and as commerce 
was unprotetted, it fell in proportion. Even the neu- 
tral bottoms did not dare to bring the materials necef-> 
jary for this purpofe, on account of the rifks they ran, 
which exceeded their profits. The French were there- 
fore oblizedto give up the fitting out ofany more arma- 
ments; they confined themfelves to thofe that were. 
effential for the viétualling and fupport cf their colo~ 
nies, the nugber cf which decreafing hkewife, the fleets 
became lefs neceffary. ‘The Englith remained abfolute 
iafters of the fea in Europe. It was henceforward 
forbidden to the veffe!s cf Toulon to go beyond the 
limits of the Mediterranean ; and the fhattered remains 
of M. ce la Clue’s fguadron did not come in trom the 
ether ports, into that of ‘Foulon, till at the end of fix 
months. This was the third time that this Commo- 
dore returned. As to the fhips in the river Vilaine, 
they were blocked up there ; one was loft, the others 
rotted: and this divifion, the crews and fupport of 
which coft enormous fums, was obliged to be laid up 
till fome favourable opportunity of turning it to advan- 
tage. The Gentlemen of the Royal Navy, who had 
found means to get into this river, decided, in feveral 
councils 


+ LeLys,PAlcide, PEfpérance, P Are-en-ciel, le Raifcnnable, 
de Belhigueux, le Foudroyant, Ll’ Orphée, to thefe eight, add the 
five at Louifbourr, the fix of the ation off Lagos, the fix of, 
the engagement of Conflan:, the Opinidtre, and the Greenwich. 
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councils of war, that it was impoffible to get out of its 
and the care of thefe fhips was given up to fome offi- 
cers of the India Company, who undertook to fave 
them. 

If, indeed, the Englifh ruled over the ocean, by the 
faperiovity of their forces, they fhewed themfelves wor- 
thy of that empire, by the manner in which they maf{- 
téred the waves. ‘The rigour of the feafon, the incon- 
ftancy and sinpetucninel of the element, did not pre- 
vent them from infulting our coafts during the whole 
winter. ‘They anchored in the road of the ifland of 
Aix, to fee if there were not any attack to |, 4, 
be made againtt the divifion that had taken 79 “9 
Tefuge there ; but the fhips, to the number of eight, 
had got up the river. The alarm raifed was equally 
great ; and upon this occafion, again, if they had been 
more enterprizing, they would have fucceeded in their 
attempt, from the confternation that prevailed, and the 
little poffibility there was of oppofing them. They 
bombarded the town of Croiflic, and in-view of it, and 
under the cannon of the batterjes, endeavoured to fith 
up the magnificent artillery of the Sole! Royal, which 
they claimed, as a trophy annexed to their victory, 
They landed fucceffively at the little ifland of Dieu, 
at the ifland of Met, which they feized upon, and at 
Bolleifle, from whence being at firft repulfed, they fuc- 
ceeded on a fecond attempt. We were obliged to bear. 
all thefe humiliations, for want of a navy to pigvent 
them. ae 

An unfuccefsful war commanly occafions feveral re- 
volutions. in Courts. The fubjects are conftautly in 
hopes of peta their fituation by the change of 
Miniftry ; and the Sovereign is always ready to impute 
the falfe meafures, often adopted in Council, to the 
difgraced Minifters. During the unfortunate period, 
the difafters of which we are defcribing, there were fe- 
veral changes of this kind at Verfailles. The firft, 
however, cannot be attributed either to the difcontent 
of the nation, or to that of the Monarch, but was the 
effect of the revenge of a woman, jealous, and defpif- 
ed. We have feen in what manner Madame de Pom- 
padour had rapidly raifed the Abbé de Bernis, from a 

| Is {tate 
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tate of mediocrity to the height of honours ; he had 
been created-Cardinal a long ume fince ;-—-fhe thought 
that a denice of favour fo marked, and fo long conti- 
nued, deferved unlimited returns of gratitude ;—-fhe 
imagined, that though her charms had no longer any 
effect upon the Monaich, yet they ftill ought to preferve,. 
the fame empire over his Eminence :---fhe perceived | 
the contrary, and was exafperated ; but before. the dif-’ 
graced the Cardinal, in the Jaft converfation fhe had 
with him, fhe made him acquainted with the height of 
her affection for him, and exerted her laft efforts to fe- 
cure his fidelity ; but found him ftill cool and inflex- 
ible ;---unable then any longer to keep her rage within » 
bounds, fhe broke out into violent reproaches, and de- 
clared to him, that fhe would foon make him re-enter 
into that ftate of obfcurity, from whence fhe had raifed 
him. The day before his difgrace, he affifted, not- 
withftanding, at the King’s fupper. Lewis XV. afham- 
ed of the order he had juft figned, but fubdued by the 
will of his imperious miftrefs, looked at him from time 
to time, but turned his eyes away as foon as he met 
thofe of the Cardinal; fo humiliating are the looks of 
innocence. to thofe who are guilty a an unjuft action. 
The Courtiers, ever attentive to the leaft indications of 
a difgrace, were too well acquainted with the character 
of their mafter, not to forefee what was going to hap-~ 
pen. The rumour of it was fpread about that very 
evening, and accordingly the next day M. de Bernis 
was rithed to his abbey of Saint Medard. Having 
only remained fixteen months at the head of the de- 
partment for foreign affairs, he had had no opportunity 
to diftinguifh himfelf in it; and the only memorable 
ae during his negotiations, was the treaty of Ver- 
ailles, fo fatal at that time, but the fruits of whic 
were to be reaped ata later period. 
The difgraced Cardinal had leifure, during his re- 
tirement, to make reflections upon the inftability of fa- 
vour, and the perfidy of the Court. He grew fenfible 
of the infignificancy of greatnefs, and of the almoft 
conftantly finifter end of men in an inferior fphere, too 
precipitately raifed to hqnours. He turned his thoughts 
towards the church, the dignities of which oe 
OlG 3 
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folid; was ordained prieft, and prepared himfelf for 
a prelacy. He could not however obtain one 7ull 
after the death of the favourite. He was then ap- 
pointed Archbifhop of Alby, where he gave himfelf 
up entirely to the funétions of his holy minitry, ‘till, 
forgetting his philofophy, and his religious principles, 
he once more plunged into the buftle of affairs; but 
cautioufly, at a diftance from the Court, in a place, and 
in a fpecies of negotiations fuitable to his rank, con 
ftantly refufing a more brilliant poft, from apprehenfion 
of a fecond difgrace. 

Cardinal de Bernis was fucceeded-in the | yy 
Council, and in his department, by the Count ; 8. 
de Stainville, created at the fame time Duke ie 
of Choifeul. This man, born, like his predegeffor, 
with a very moderate fhare of fortune, had been early 
actuated by a principle of ambition infinitely more ac- 
tive. Impelled with the noble defire of adding frefh 
Bory to a name already iliuftrious, he had entered at 

rft into the military profeffion ; but his genius being. 
lefs inclined to arms than to politics, he foon ftudied the 
art of negotiations. Sent at firft Ambaffador to Rome, 
that Court had fupplied him the means of improving 
his natural talent for intrigue; and being afterwards 
appointed Minifter at Vienna, the Houle of Auftria, to 
which he had the honour of being allied, thought to. 
find in him a zealous fervant at the Court of France, 
and formed a powerful party in his favour. 

Thus he laid the foundations of his elevation. Still, 
however, he might not have fucceeded, had he not, 
contrary to the franknefs and natural magnanimity of 
his difpofition, condefcended to a pérfidy, which he no 
doubt hoped to bury in that obfcurity in which it had 
been planned. A Lady of the Court, one of. his relar 
tions, began ta-pleafe the King; the connection increaf- 
ed, and fhe already received letters from his Majefty, 
and made a nes with him. <A Courtier, lets art- 
ful than the Duke of Choifeul, would have confidered 
this event as the moft fortunate opportunity of ad- 
vancement, and of obtaining his end. He would not 
-have failed to encourage the paffion of the auguft lo- 
ver, and attempt to fupplant the eftablifhed favourite, 
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by this new object, who feemed to have more ready 
and more irrefiftible means of triumphing. The Duke 
de Choifeul thought otherwife ; he adopted the fureit 
method,-and chote rather to facrifice his relation, whofe 
fway might not be lafting, to Madame de Pompadour, 
whofe power encreafed, and acquired greater confiften- 
cy by time.. He was the confidant of his relation, 
who confulted hun upon her behaviour. One day, 
when Lewis XV. whofe love was carried to the high- 
eft pitch, had, by a preffing note, demanded a seaiiie 
interview, the Duke de Choifeul, who affitted this lady 
in writing her anfwer, pretended as if he wifhed to re- 
fle&t upon the anfwer to be given to this, took it away 
with him, and, being in poffeffion of it, went to the 
Marchionefs : *‘ Madam,” faid he to her, ‘* you imagine 
“‘ that lam one of your enemies; you do me the injuf- 
“* tice to believe, that lam employed with them in form- 
“* ing fecret confpiracies to ceprive you of the.King’s fae 
“ vour. Look over this note, and judge for yourfelf.” 
He fhewed her, at the fame time, the tender and paf- 
fionate note of his Majefty, told her how he came in 
poffeffion of it, and reprefented to her the rifques to 
which he expofed himielf for her fervice, declaring at 
the fame time, that he preferred the good of the State, 
and the happinefs of his Mafter, to his own gréatnefs ; 
and that he thought her more proper than any other 
perfon to fulfil thefe two important objects. Madame 
de Pompadour was too well acquainted with the cha- 
ra€ter of Lewis XV. not to be fure of bringing him 
back to herfelf whenever fhe received timely notice. 
When fhe was informed of this intrigue, fhe foon put 
an end to it, and threw upon her rival all the odium of 
this difcovery, and the punifhment which the perfidious 
confidant would have deferved. From.that time, he 
became the creature, and acquired the confidence of 
the favourite. He was young, ardent, and intrepid ; 
he repdired the faults of Cardinal de Bernis, fealed his 
“reconciliation with the Marchionefs in fuch a manner, 
as to make her believe that her charms had loft nothing 
of their former influence, and thus paved the way for 
himfelf to arrive to the oy Gas power, which he in- 
heritcd aficr her death. At this inftant he found i 
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the Council a formidable opponent, who, forefeeing 
the part his competitor was going to act, would not at 
leaft fuller him to rule in his prefence, and contradiéted 
him, as much from motives of jealoufy, as from diffe- 
rence of opinion, and natural antipathy. 

The Secretary of State for the Marine department 
was then moft expofed to the criticifis of {peculators, 
and the abufe of the Parifians ; they had detefted him 
as Lieutenant of Police, and defpifed him as Minifter. 
His office faw with concern at its head an obfcure citi- 
zen---who had not even obtained that place by his 
eminent merit---who would not let himfelf be govern- 
ed---and from whom there was neither favour nor ad- 
vancement to be expetted. Ina word, the Duke de 
Choifeul, defirous of fixing himfelf more firmly, of 
making creatures of his own, and of acquiring a degree 
of renown which his department could not procure 
him, would have been pleated at the expulfion of this 
member from the body of Secretaries of State, whom 
his brethren were afhamed of, and whofe fpoils he al- 
recdy confumed in imagination. ‘The blow was given. 
his protectrefs confented to forfake him; when an in- 
cident, contrived on purpofe to accelerate his difgrace, 
puta ftop to it. M. de Berryer faw, with well-founded 
regret, the fhips fhut up in the river Vilaine, a lafting 
monument of the cowardice of the navy. Every day 
he had trefh demands, from indifcreet officers, who pre- 
tended that this fugitive {quadron ought to be kept up 
with as much eclat asa fquadron equipped and ready 
to fail for the proteCtion and honour of the flag. In 
an inftant of ill-humour, to which this Minifter was ve- 
ry fubjeét, he paid little attention to his expreffions, 
and anfwered them harfhly. The officers, whofe pride 
was not abated by humiliations, affembled in a body, 
and fent him an anf{wer in an infolent letter, in which, 
thinking to juftify themfelves by dint of bravadoes, 
they had the boldnefs to extol their maneuvre, and de- 
manded to be tried by a court-martial. The whole 
body of the navy at the. fame time fided with them, 
and as they belonged to the moft illuftrious Houfes at 
Court, the circumftance excited a clamour, and a fer- 
mient which was thought dangerous. ‘The other Se- 

Crétaries 
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cretaries of State, not choofing that their dignity 
fhould thus be called in queftion, in the perfon of one 
of their brethren, united themfelves in his favour, and 
folicited that he might preferve his poft. There was 
no court-martial; but alt thofe Captains were removed 
from their command, and their thi s were difarmed. 
M. Villars de la Broffe, the oldeft aikee the author of 
the letter, and the moft haughty man among them, was 
ordered to. go to the Caftle of Saumur. 

Befides, as it had been fettled in Council, that the 
navy fhould be confined to armaments of meer necef- 
fity, and fhould otherwife be kept in the moft complete 
ftate of inaction, the only perfon neceflary for this de- 
partment, was a fevere, exact, buftling and ceconomi- 
cal Minifter, who would not fpend much money, would 
reform a great many abufes, and efpecially, who. would 
eftablifh order in the naval accounts. ‘This was the 
real talent of M.de Berryer; his poft became thus very 
fuitable to him, and he excited no man’s jealoufy. The 
Duke de Choifeul was perfectly fenfible, that the na- 
val department was not proper for him at that time. 

It was principally upon the poft of Comptroller Ge- 
neral that the ftorms broke, and. fueceeded each other 
with rapidity. This office had received three different 
matters, alternately fucceeding each other, in the courfe 
of the fame year. M. Boulogne having only trivial and un- 
availing refources, a man of genius was wifhed for, ca- 
pable of fuggefting others. M. de Silhouette, whofe 
reputation was previoufly announced among a certain 
fet of people, was thought to be the perfon. Born, as 
it was faid, with a fpirit of obfervation, he had from his 
earlieft youth been ufed to.application ; he had nearly 
paffed through all public employments ; had travelled, 
had written upon morality, philofophy, finances, and 
adminiftration ; he was a Councellor in the Parliament 
of Metz, and Mafter of Requefts ; he belonged to fe- 
veral corps ; he had a great deal of credit and folldity, 
and was in the fervice of the firft Prince of the blood: 
at the fame time that he was Chancellor to the Duke 
d’Orleans, he was Commiffary to the Eaft India Com- 
pany; and the talents which he difplayed in thefe two 

_Placgs, analogous to the one he was raifed to, gave 
ie 2 the 


OF LEWIS Xv. 183 


the higheft idea of his abilities. ‘The enthufiafm was 
general when he was appointed. He began by ope- 
rations which announced invention, equity, ftri€t ho- 
nefty, and a fincere defire to repair the mifchiefs, to 
put a ftop to the depredations, and to prevent the 
King’s revenues from being converted to the profit 
and cupidity of the Great. 

_After having reformed fome abufes introduced in 
the farms, he created feventy thowfand fhares, each of 
one thoufand livres*, fettled upon thefe farms, to 
which he gave up half the profits that were enjoyed by 
the Sotxantes. 

This operation of finance, which produced in four- 
and-twenty hours feventy-milliens ¢, was much ap- 
plauded, inafmuch as it did not burthen the State, and 
affected only the Farmers of the revenue, enriched at 
its expence. It conciliated the minds of the people 
more to him, as it feemed difinterefted and generous 
on his part, fince he was attached to this body of 
men by the ties of blood, and of the ftrifteft friend- 


{hip f. 

bis declaration, which fufpended teveral privileges 
concerning the taxes, drew upon him the bleffings of 
the country people, and made them confider him as 
their father. In a word, his declaration, which tended 
to the reducing of penfions, the multiplicity of which 
was become an enormous burthen to the kingdom, by 
alienating from him the minds of the Courtiers, and 
of the moft illuftrious perfons, proved, that he was not 
afraid of making himfelf enemies ; and that in doing 
his duty, and for the public good, he bade defiance to 
cabals, to power, and to influence. The applaufe 
then became univerfal, and even thofe who inwardly 
curfed him, were obliged to join in it. All the public 
Pe ers refounded with his praifes, and the Court, de- 
ighted to find, in thefe critical circumftances, a Comp- 
troller General agreeable to the nation, put an unli- 
mited confidence in him. He enjoyed the fingular ho- 


nour 
* Upwards of forty pounds fterling. 


Three millions fterling. 


M. de Lage, his relation, his heir, and refidvary Jegatee, 
was one of the Farmers General, 
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nour of being called to the Council of State. four 
months after his appointment, and became there the 
oracle with refpeét to his department. Marfhal Bel- 
Jeifle, who was the caufe of his elevation, fupported 
him with all his influence, fo that whatever te pro- 
pofed was accepted. Then it was that his elevation 
only ferved to make his infignificancy more percepti- 
ble. Inftead of the brilliant projects that were ex- 
pected from him, for the relief and profperity of France, 
he only produced tyrannical and ill-contrived operati- 
ons, calculated to make the kingdom lofe its credit 
abroad, and to ruin it at honie. 

s A Bed of Juftice holden at Verfailles for 
22 SP. the re iftering of his famous edict of fubfidy 
---a ceremony always odious, and an outrage com- 
mitted againft the laws and the nation-—began to f{pread 
the alarm ; this was increafed 7 de the perufal of this 
infernal work, in which was difcovered an affemblage 
of taxes of all forts, fuch as had never been borne, in 
the moft difaftrous times. ‘The Courts of Juftice pro- 
tefted againft the form, and againft the matter; fo 
that the edict was not at firft carried into execution : 
and the public credit having received an alarming 
fhock from it, it became impoffible to procure, in the 
ufual manner, the funds required in thefe exigencies. 
Not one financier would accept of anticipated affign- 
ments upon uncertain incomes. M. de Silhouette at 
laft reforted to the extreme and unheard-of refource of 
ranfacking all the public coffers, of carrying off all the 

Og, money from them, and of fufpending for a 
af" twelve-month the payment of the bills of the 
farm§, and the draughts upon them, and the reim- _ 
burfement of the capitals which were to have been 
made from the Royal treafure, and from the finkin 

og, fund. At the fame time he exhorted all the 
24 V%* King’s fubjeéts to carry their plate to the 
Mint, to be converted into fpecie, to be applied for 
the good of the State, and induced his Majefty to fet 
the example, by fending his own there. This was 
joining a ridiculous puerility to an atrocious act of def- 
potifm. His firft operation annihilated confidence, by 
weakening the fupport of it; and at a ume too, vn 


* OF LEWIS XV. ~ a8 


his feoond aét publicly expofed our indigence, which 
policy fhould have made us conceal from foreigners. 
he public clamour was foon raifed againft him; the 
Variation and inconfiftency of his principles was de- 
tected ; or rather it was clearly feen that he had no 
plans nor views of ‘his own; that he was only endea- 
vouring to extricate himfelf from the embarraflment of. 
the moment, by plunging again into another of a more 
intricate nature. Thus he became the execration of 
that people, who had at firft idolized him. His name 
was even branded with infamy, by comparing ‘him to 
Cartouche, Raffiat, Mandrin. Some people did 
not take things in fo ferious a light, and jefted about 
them. Pidures a la Silbouette, and breeches a la Sil- 
howeite were made; the outlines of the former being 
traced in the.fhade, and the want of pockets in the 
latter, were the ftings of thefe witticifms ; which 
fhewed to what a ftate the Comptroller Genera] had 
reduced individuals and their purfes. It was impoflible 
to-preferve at the head of the finances a man in fuch 
difcredit ; and the circumftance that completed the 
indignation of. the capital, was, not the philofophy, 
but the impudence with which he bore his difgrace. 
Before his elevation, modefty had been reckoned 
among his apparent good qualities: he loft it at a 
time when it was moft neceflary to him. He affetted 
an arrogance and an oftentation already incredible for 
a man of his fort, but much more fo in the ftate of 
humiliation he ought to have appeared in. Inftead of 
retiring into the country, to bury his fhame there, he 
hired a confiderable hotel in the moft brilliant part of 
the town; miagnificent equipages, rich liveries, and a 
great number of fervants, announced at his houfe a 
degree of opulence injurious to other people. It feem- 
ed as if he had raifed himfelf upon the ruins of many 
of his fellow-citizens ; he was ferved in plate, at a 
time when the greateft noblemen had only earthen- 
ware or china. ae 
In imitation of the Monarch, all men did in reality 
carry their plate to the mint; the religious communt- 
ties did not even dare to refufe theirs. The Clergy of 
Notre Dame having fent a deputation to his Majefty, to 
. inquire 
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inquire how much of their plate they fhould fend, the 
King replied, l/, except the facred vafes. In ordéy 
more effectually to excite the emulation of thofe who 
were known to have plate, it was refolved that a lift 
fhould be printed of thofe zealous citizens, that it 
fhould be inferted in the periodical papers, and be read 
» Ft Verfailles. This gratification of a childifh vanity is 
“an infallible mode in France.’ Even the courtefans 
were defirous of figuring upon this patriotic catalogue. 
There were, however, fome prudent perfons, who did 
not pique themfelves upon it, and contented them- 
felves with. making the plate difappear from their ta- 
bles. Others only carried a part of it. This con- 
cealment, added to the expences, the frauds, the 
failures, and the advantageous encouragement that-are 
always given, in thefe fort of tranfmutations, reduéed 
the expected refource from #2 millions *, in the whole, 
to a trifling matter. The violation of public depofits, 
and the breaking of engagements, by procuring for an 
inftant fuins in abundance, but which were foon con- 
fumed, was attended with fatal confequences. 

Since the time of Samuel Bernard, the Court had 
always had a banker; that is to fay, a man, who by 
his credit at home and abroad furnifhed them a f{peedy 
fupply of money, upon which he profited. No well- 
ordered ftate, undoubtedly, would ftand in need of 
fuch fupports, or at leaft would referve them for the 
unfrequent occafion of an extreme crifis. In France 
this is become an additional mode of encouraging the 
depredations of the Minifters, the rapacity of favou- 
rites, tht prodigalities of the women, and of the So- 
vereign ; and, in a word, a more immediate caufe of” 
ruin, and deftruction. But this evil, which fhould 
have been repaired in time of peace, was become ne- 
ceffary in the prefent war, on account of the derange- 
ment of the finances. 

M. de Montmartel, fucceffor to Samuel Bernard, af- 
ter having filled the fame office for the {pace of twenty 
years, had prudently quitted it. Although. he was 
worth forty millions f when he retired, he was not 

7 adious 


* Near five hundred thoufand pounds. 
+ Upwards of one million and a half {terling. 
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odigus to honeft men, as moft of his profeftion are; he 
was, on the conttary, beloved by them, on account 
of the good ule he made“of his riches, and of the pe- 
cunlary fervices he rendered to thofe who had recourfe 
to his purfe. Befides, though born in obfcurity, he 
was not afkamed of his extractions; he was modeft, 
‘@fi tried by adverfity ; for being a companion in the 

race of Le Blanc, Belle-Ifle, and Sechelles, his per- 
fonal merit had infured him a well-founded fhare of 
confideration. The King had feveral times folicited 
him to put himfelf at the head of the finances: but 
he'did not choofe to be Compgroller General ; he only 
created thofe Minifters ; and’ there are ftill letters from 
Lewis XV. preferved in his family, in which his Ma-~ 
jefty *confults him upon the choice of officers in this 
pad ese 

is place, on account of the misfortunes of the king- 
dom, had been fubdivided among feveral financiers. 
M. de la Borde, who had been lately a pedlar in the 
provinces, raifed fuddenly to the pinnacle of fortune-- 
a creature of the Duke de Choifeul, to whom he had 
advanced momey, in hopes of having it returned a hun- 
dred fold—-was charged with the payment and main- 
tenance of the land forces. M. Beaujon, who had 
been hanged in effigy at Bourdeaux for a monopo’y, 
had infinuated himfelf into the favour of Madame de> 
Pompadour, and, in conjun&tion with M. de Harvelay, 
Keeper of the Royal Treafure, M. Michael, Treafurer 
of the Artillery, and Goofens, a banker, had con- 
tracted with the King to furnifh three millions * per 
month for the fervice of the navy ; five hundred thou- 
fand tres ¢ in the fame reare of time for that of the 
fortifications, and of the body of engingers; and a 
kind of douceur in,advance, of two migHtns §, to the 
Royal Treafury. To fulfil thefe objeéts, draughts had 
been given to this fociety upon the general income of 
the finances ; but the fufpenfion before mentioned pre-~ 
venting thefe funds from coming in, they could not 
keep their’éngagements, fo that it became aecetn ie 


* One hundred and twenty-five thoufand-pounds 
Near twenty-one thoufand pounds, ~ 
Upwards of cighty-three thoufsnd pounds. 
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affift thems for which purpofe Government granted 
them a writ of fuperfedeas. This a& of juilice to 
thefe Gentlemen, became a fgurce ofinjuftice to indivi- 
duals ; for their creditors, being in their turn fruftrated 
of the affiftance they expeéted, were obliged to become 
bankrupts ; and it is impoffible to calculate the effeéts 
of this failure, extending and fubdividing itfelf ad iggie. 

nitum. The refult of it was, a general fubverfion’ 

trade, which completed its deftru€tion. | 
Another evil, occafioned by the defperate ftroke of 
M. de Silhouiette, was the prolonging of the war, of 
which the enemies themilves began to grow tired. ‘In 
Dec, the beginning oF winter, Prince Lewis of 
'  Brunfwick, tutor to the young Stadtholder, had 
notified at ‘the Hague, to the Minifters of Francé} Vi- 
enna, Ruffia, Sweden, and Poland, that he was com- 
miffigned by the Kings of England and Pruffia, to tell 
thent, that, being moved with the calamities of a war, 
which had lafted feveral years, they fhould think them- 
felves wanting to the duties of humanity, and parti- 
cularly to the tender concern they had for their refpec- 
tive fabjedts, if they neglected the means of putting a 
ftop to fo dreadful a fcourge; that in this view, and 
with a defign.of manifefting the purity of their inten- 
tisis, they declared hemblycs ready to fend Plenipo- 
tentiaries to any convenient place that might be fixed 
upon, in order to treat about a folid and general peace. 
Mr. Pitt had repeated the fame declaration at London, 
to the forcign Minifters; But his Britannic Majefty, 
judging by the extravagant operations of the Comp- 
troller General, that France was in the utmoft diftre{s, 
foon cooled, and thefe overtures went no {¥ther. 
Pethaps, indeed thefe offers were on his fide only a 
kind of parody of the noble proceegiings of Lewis XV. 
which had aftonifhed all Europe, during the laft war. 
George would not fhew himfelf lefs generous, and 
thought he had acquitted himfelf by his declaration, 
probably lefs fincere than that of the French Monarch 
had been. Accordingly, his confidential Minifter was 
too good a politician, uot to know, that the law of the 
&rongeft, being the only one admitted between Kings, 
_ Soaecieo who is able to impofe it, ought always 
, to 
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to do it in fuch a manner, as not to be obliged one 
day to receive it. If England had adhered to this 
maxim, fhe would not be reduced to the critical fitua- 
tion fhe is in at prefent*. May France not commit 
the fame fault in her turn! 3 “eS . 
The year 1760 was therefore begun by frefh: 6 
ations and loffes, which continued and in-” 179° 
creafed during the courfe of it. The death of the 
brave Thurot, which drew along with it the total ruin 
of his fquadron, was the firft check that France re- 
ceived. The plan of operations, which he had given 
in to Marfhal Belleifle, and which that Minifter had 
adopted, could only be eligible, inafmuch as it was 
connected with the grand expedition ; but this having 
failed, the other could onfy become a very trouble- 
fome and very expenfive fcheme, without caufing any 
great damage to the Englifh. After beating about in 
the Northern feas, in the moft rigorous feafon, and ex- 
panne all the horrors of fhipwreck and famine, 
hurot, {urmounting all thefe obftacles, notwithftand- 
ing the reprefentations of the cfticer commanding the 
land forces, would not return to- France, without hav- 
ing done. fomething. He fpread the alarm on the 
coafts of the three kingdoms fucceffively, and Feb 
concluded with an attempt to land at Carrick- 17 €7" 
fergus, in the North of Ireland. He fucceeded, got 
pe effion of the town, and Jaid it under cgntribution ;_ 
ut the poverty and defertion of moft of its inhabitants 
did not permit him to derive any confiderable ‘affift- 
ance from them. It would have been’ more adyan- 
abe to go to Belfaft, a commercial town, at the 
diftance of four leagues. ‘Thurot propofed it, and if 
the General of the land forces had feconded his atti- 
vity, there would have been time enough to execute 
this ‘coup de main before the arrival of fuccours. But 
the .mifunderftanding between the Commanders---the 
conferences holdeg---together with the flownefs of the 
march, and of the attack of the town and caftle of 
Carrickfergus, rehdered it impra@iicable. They re- 
imbarked haitily, and, a few hours afterwards, the 


{quadron, 
* In 1779, when this book was written. 
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{quadron, reduced to three frigates *, met an Englith 
fquadron, to appearance nearly of equal force t, but 
in reakty fuperior in the number of guns, and men §, 
befides being quite frefh. After rather an obitinate en- 
agement; in which Thurot was-killed, the whole fqua- 
a was taken. Thus perifhed this intrepid mariner, 
who would have acquired the higheft reputation, if 
his life had been prolonged. It was already eftablith- 
ed in France aaa England ; and this fingular man de- 
ferves that we fhould beftow a little time in giving an 
account of him. | 
_ Thurot was of Irifh extraétion. His grandfather 
was Captain‘in the army of James II. when that Mo- 
narch quitted his kingdom. He fettled after that at 
Boulogne, fell into a ftate of poverty, and left a fon, 
father to the one we are now ete of. 
Thurot went to fea very young Being a prifoner 
in England at the fame time as Marfhal Belleifle, he 
made himfelf known to him, and begged the favour - 
to be fuffered to return to France with him, but could 
not obtain it; he then feized a boat, embarked in it 
by himfelf, and arrived at Calais at the fame time as 
he. The Marfhal, aftgnifhed at the boldnefs of the 
enterprife, conceived the higheft opinion of him, and 
confidered him as a man capable of being. ufeful for 
fome expedition in his profeflion, which required bra~ 
ery and enthufiafm. As foon as it was determined. 
. 7 at 
* The Maréchal de Belleifle of 40 guns, on board of which 
was "Phurot ; the Blade of 32, and the Terpfycore of 26. This 
{quadron, when it firft failed, confifted of chee other veffels; 


the Begon of 36, 1’ Amaranthe of 18, and the Fancon of 8. 
t The Eolus of 32 guns, the Pallas of 36, and the Brilliant 


of 36. 
YY “* Thefe frigates,” fays M. de Bragelonne, in his Journal 
(in which he is not favourable to Thurot) ‘* were incomparabl 
* ftronger and better manned than ours; for though the Billeifle 
S* had 44 guns, her ftrength was not equal to this, and the ftormy 
** weathér we had experienced at fea, had obliged us to put 
as * them under the hatchway, particularly our 13 pound- 
1M. Thurot did not heave them up again for the ace 
had no more than 32 or 34. It was the fame 
_ ttion with our other frigates. | Befides, the 
. great mapy good failors on board, and we had 
wee any.” PB as 
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at Verfailles to attempt a defcent, M. de Belleifle 
thought of Thurot, who having pafled a part of his 
time during the peace in the enemy’s country, haf ae- 
quired an accurate knowledge of their coafts and fitu 
ation ; whio, befides, had. juft gained ftill more expe~ 
Tience in feveral dsr | expeditions with whith he 
had been inrtrufted, :and from which he had extricated 
himfelf, if not-with any confiderable fhare of profit, 
at leaft with a great deal of intrepidity. Excepting 
the mathematics, which he had ftudied regularly un- 
derian able mafter, he was very ignorant in every thing 
that did not concern his profeffion ; but he had a good 
‘underftanding, and a facility of expreffing himtelf, 
which was of fervice to -him, in perfuading thofe whom 
it was his intereft to bring into his fchemes: he made 
ufe of this with fuccels with the Miniftry. Perhaps 
the plan, which was adopted at his inftiyation, would 
have fucceeded better with regard to hinfelt. if there 
had been more harmony between the land officers and 
him : but the mifunderftanding was extreme; and M. 
de Flobert, who commanded the troops, threatened to 
ut him in arreft, and deprive him of his commiffion, 
hurot, enraged, wanted to kill him, and had already 
cocked his pifto! at him, when the Brigadier was given 
to underftand that he exceeded his powers. This 
quarrel was appeafed, but not without a leaven of ani- 
mofity, which was perpetually fermenting, occafioned 
continual piques, and turned to the detriment of the 
fervice. ‘Thurot, who had more vivacity than preci- 
fion in his ideas, had fhewra want of underftanding 
upon this occafion. He ought to have forefeen what 
happened, and not undertaken an expedition, where 
the mixed authority might make it mifcarry, by pre- 
venting him from giving a loofe to the rafhnefs of his 
courage. This rafhnefs was founded upon the good 
fortune which had always attended him, and extri- 
cated him from the moft prefling dangers---upon his 
contempt for death, which he preferred to an ordinary 
life---and upon the tmmoderate defire he had to en- 

rich himfelf, and to become illuftrious : never lofin 
fight of his objeét, and obftinate in the fuccefs of his 
operations, he fet all obftacles at dehiance. Unfortu- 
nately, 





192 THE PRIVATE LIFE 


nately, being lavith of his own life, he was teo much 
fo of that of others. He ufed to apologize for his 
want of prudence, by a fingular maxim, deteftable in 
anabl, bat fuggefted to him by the inward perfuafion 
Fe had of ‘his bravery and! eel urces He-faid, that 
a man of genius and couragé*gught never to ufe any 
precautions ; that he ought always to regulate himfelf 
upon the moment, otherwife, that he would difplay a 
fhameful miftruft of himfelf. It is evident from hence, 
that modefty was not his favourite virtue; he con- 
founded it with timidity, pretending, that the man 
who poffeffed it, could never afpire to greatnefs, This 
indeed was what he aimed at, and he would have 
fucceeded, if death had not ftopped him, in the prime 
of life, and at @ time when his career was beginning 
to grow brilliant. 
hurot had a quick conception, a great deal of 
fire, a fine figure, an amiable character ; was infinu- 
ating with his fuperiors, eafy with his equals, but 
rag ta! when they attempted to lead. He fhewed 
M. de Flobert, that he was not afraid of him, and that 
he knew how to preferve, at the expence of his life, 
the command which the King had entrufted him with. 
He was harfh with his inferiors, not fo much from in- 
fenfibility, as from his zeal for the difcipline of the fer- 
vice ; he difplayed all his compaffion towards his ene- 
mies when prifoners. This gained him their hearts 
fo much, that they were fometimes more attached to 
him than his own crew, who admired wituout lovin 
him, They gave him too ftrong a proof of this in his 
laft ation, in which mott of the Gunners of his fri-- 
gate forfook their pofts, and hid themfelves, without a 
pofibility of bringing them back. If we may credit 
the hiftorian, his prefumption was the caufe of all the 
misfortunes of the day. Trufting to the lightnefs of 
the Bel/eifle, Thurot flattered himfelf, at firft, that he 
fhould outfail the enemy ; he omitted, at leaft, to em- 
ploy the time in preparing himfelf for the a€tion, 
though preffed to it by every body ; he neglected every 
recaution, and even did not give the fignal for join- 
ing, to the two other frigates, till he was obliged to 
miake that for the attack; fo that he found himfelf 
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alone againft three, and the Bloyde and the Terpfycore 
only came up to be taken. The defedtion of his Gun- 
ners rendering the artillery ufelefs, he endeavoured to 
board; but, having neither grenades nor grappligg~ 
irons prepared, failed in the attempt. The frigate 
then bring in the moft deplorable ftate, and the crew. 
defencelets, expoféd to the continual fire of the Eng- 
lith, he was folicited to ftrike; but was determined to 
receive one more broadfide, that is to fay, to give him- 
felf a chance for the laft ftroke of good fortune, which. 
he expeéted, that of being killed upon the fpot, with- 
‘ut-being expofed to the reproaches of the Miniftry, or 
to the fa n of the enemy; and fortune at leaft 
granted him this laft with. : . 

Notwithftandieg his difafter, Thurot was regretted. 
by the Court ; they were fenfible of the want they were 
in of fuch men, for the fafety and fupply of their co- 
lonies. Unable, from that time, to fupport them by 
the King’s f{quadrons, they had recourfe to the affift- 
ance of the merchants ; who placed fo little confidence 
in his Majefty’s officers, that M. de la Touche Tré- 
ville, Captain of a man of war, having put himfelf ar 
the head of a company of financiers of Paris, to wham 
the King gave fome of his fhips upon very advantage- 
ous terms, the merchants of Bourdeaux refufed to be 
concerned in them, under pretence, that the expedi- 
tion was to be condutted by officers of the Royal navy; 
they declared, that they had a greater refpect for Ca- 
non, Dolabaratz, and Cornic, than for de la Clue, 
Duquefne, or Conflans. 

It was a matter of importance fpeedily to fend pro- 
vifions, money, troops, and amnuiunition to Canada, 
The Marquis de Vaudreuil, to make more prefling and 
more effe€tual folicitations, had fent M. Mercier, ones 
mandant of the artillery, to France, in order to repre« 
fent their firuation, and to declare, that he did not 
defpair of re-eftablifhing affairs, and of retaking Que- 
bec, if he were feconded in his plan. In hopes that 
the Court would be ftricken with it, he conducted him- 
felf, in the enfuing campaign, in conformity to this 
appontion, and every thing was ready in the month 
of April. An army of ten thoufand men was collected 

Vor, Ill. K from 
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from the feveral troops under the command of the Che~ 
valier de Levy, and began their march. They arri- 
ved within five leagues of Quebec, without the enemy 
fufpecting it. They were almoft come up with an 
advanced detachment of 1,500 men, which they 
would have furprifed and routed, when an accident, 
impollible to be forefeen or prevented, difconcerted the 
whole project. oe 
‘The troops went upon boats, by a way made 
through the ice, and landed every night. A gunner, 
in jumping out of the boat, fell into the water : he laid - 
hold of a flake of ice, and was carried with it down 
the ftream. As he paffed clofe to the fhore of the 
city, he was feen by a centinel, wha called out for 
help. The Englifh flew to the affiftance of the unfor-. 
tunate man, laid hold of him, and found him motion- 
lefs. They knew him by his uniform to be a French 
foldier. He was carried to the Governor’s houfe, 
where means were employed to recall him to life, as 
much from motives of curiofity as of humanity. Spi- 
rituous liquors were given him: he recovered his 
fpeech---declared that an army of ten thoufand men 
were at the gate of the capital---and expired. The. 
projected coup de main, having thus mifcarried, a regular 
fiege was obliged to be formed. The Chevalier de 
Levy opened the trenches, and battered the town, but 
weakly, It was neceflary to be fparing of the ammu- 
nition, till the arrival of the fuccours from ae At 
length a flag was perceived at a diftance upon 
27 May. the river ; os aout was made of its binges 
Wrench flag. It proved to be an Englifh fquadron ; 
which no fooner arrived, than it detached a fhip of 
Go guns, and a large frigate, to feize upon the little 
French fleet, anchored near the camp, which ferved 
them for a magazine. The Atalante, of 30 guns 
only, protected them, and gave them time to efcape. 
She fuftained a very unequal combat, and had the 
lory of making head againft an enemy much fuperior 
in ftrength. She defended herfelf til] at laft the 
fank ; and more than half the crew being killed, the 
reft were obliged to furrender eee of war. We 
may readily imagine, that the Captain of this frigate 
was 
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was not one of the King’s navy; he-was in the fervice 
of the Eaft India Company, and his name was M. 
Vauquelin. , 

his check obec the French to raife the fiege ; 
and fuccours from Europe, confifting of fix fhips only, 
having been intercepted, it was followed by the lofs of 
all Canada, which was intirely reduced in the 88 
{pace of a few months. The good-humour ies 
of the French made them foon comfort themfelves for 
this lofs; it was faid, that it was an expence faved, and 
that this colony, which produced nothing, had coft 
more than a hundred millions * fince the’war. This 
mode of thinking was particularly adopted by M. Ber- 
ryer, who meafured obje@s according to the. narrow- 
nefs of his own ideas. He was delighted to get rid of 
this one, which gave him nothing but great concern. 
In the fame point of view he fupported the lofs of 
Pondicherry with equal coolnefs. 

Since the departure of Meffieurs d’Aché and Lally, 
there were none but difmal accounts received from 
thofe countries; and it could fcarce be otherwife. The 
delay of the faccours, that had been determined to be 
fent to India fince 1 55» and which did not fet out till 
1757 ile cpakierb e diminution of the troops, fhips, 
and money, intended for this expedition, but applied to 
other purpofes, on account of the preffing exigencies 
of the State—the choice of the Chiefs, the refult of 
which would foon be a perfonal mifunderftanding, and 
afterwards a general dition among the fubalterns—- 
all thefe circumftarices made elk interaved people pre-~ 
fume, that unlefs a miracle took place, France would 
alfo be humbled in that part of the world, and fhame- 
fully expelled from it. : 

M. de Sechelles, who, as Comptreller General, had 
the India Company in his department, had, in the 
King’s name, from the beginning of the war, perfuad~ 
ed the Company to continue their trade, with the 
ftrongeft affurances of his Majefty’s protection. Ac- 
cordingly, Coany Rally, on iated in this adminiftration 

a 2 as 


* Upwards of four millions fterling. 
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26 Syndic, and eppointed to‘commend the troops that 
were to be fent there, held early.conferences with that 
Minifter. It was agreed to give him three. thoufand 
men, fix millions *, and three men of war, to which 
ould be added fuch fhips of the Esft as could be 
fitted out for fervice. The'ftate of the fozces the Eng- 
lifh had in India, of which an accounts had been pro- 
cured, did not require any greater force im 1755- But 
shis nation, ever active, had not remained idie, like her 
rival; and France, far from diminifhing the reinforce- 
ments, ought rather to have augmented them, at the 
dittance oe two years after the time firft appointed for 
fending them. ' Qn the contrary, at the moment of de- 
ture, two entire battalions, mikions t,: and two 
ing’s fhips, were retrenched ; that is to fay, two-~ 
thirds of the whole. The General, exafperated, refuf- 
ed to embark ; he was ordered not to recede, and pro- 
mifed, that this deficiency fhould be made up to him 
Sn following year; which was by no means the fame 
thing. 
Mocs, |, However this may be, be fet fail with M. 
> ? d’Aché, who, on his past, had: begun by a 
1757- bad manceavre, which retarded ‘the. expedi- 
tion for two months. Every month is. prepiqes in a 
naval expedition. ‘There were ftill more-s@uys and 
other negligences during the voyage, fo that the fqua- 
dron did not anchor at the ifland of France til about 
eight months after its departure from Europe, though 
the voyage may be completed with a-fquadron m four 
months, and ought never to ‘take up more than fix, 
with all forts of impediments that cag be imagined. 
However this may be, there were frefls delays in this 
colony ; M. d’Aché wanted to wait there the favoura- 
dle monfoon t ; when it was decided to fet fail, ina 
general Council, after a declaration made by the prin- 
cipal perfons of the Ifland of France, that the colony 
wo 






o hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 
een one -and two huadred thouland pounds. 


ia the general winds, which blow fix months from the 
ix months from the fouth, are called mea/oons. 
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would be in want of provilions, and would net be able 
to furnifh any fub&iltence to the fhips crews, nor to the 
land forces, till a more favourable feafon for thé-depar- 
ture. He therefore fet fail, but foon ftood 

im for the ifand of Bourbon:;. and; after hav- = jg: 
ing beaten abows the fea for three months ‘75% 
more, he fell iw-with the Englifh fquadron 29 4pril, 
fent from Europe, which, more diligent than M 
he, had juft jomed the thips of Admiral Po- 74°47 
cock. It was then perceived, how neceffary it would 
have been to ufe greater difpatch, fince fix weeks ear- 
lier this communication would have been intercepted--- 
the honour of the flag would have-been maintained 
upon the coat of Coromandel—tbhe enemy would have 
‘ been obliged to quit it---and we fhould have’ triumph- 
-ed over them, during the whole war, in the ea SR 
of India. ‘Two a@ions, on the contrary, were the re- 
fult; which turned to the difadvantage of the French, 
and forced M. d’Aché fhamefully to regain the Ifland 
of France, to remain a twelvemsonth without daring 
to fhew himfelf in thafe feas, m which he only aps 
peared again to be beaten a third time, end to rue 
away in full fail fafber than he had come, and by this 
occafioned the jofs of Pondicherry, the only bulwark 
we had remaining upon the coatt. -_ 

In‘ the account of the war in 1956, in which the 
navy has fo confiderable-a fhare, we fhall attach oun 
felves particulazly to what concerns it. We have ob- 
ferved, that the fubject of our navy-is the worft part of 
all our hiftorianms, even of Voltaire, who does not rea- 
fon upon it: with any accuracy. To difcufs this point, 
it is neceflary to be converfant with fea terms, and to 
acquire a knowledge of all parts of the fervice, other- 
wife, the journals of the Commanders of the feveral: 
naval actions will become, in the hands of thofe who 
confult them,-@ fource of eriors and hiftorical blun— 
ders. We have endeavoured to take precautions 
againft this inconvenience, by making ourfelves well 
acquainted with the matter, from informations received 
from people of the profeffion. It is in the fame view, 
that, befides the accounts of different kinds, .we have 
collected of the three engagements.of M, d’Aché, a 
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of his conduc in India, we have alfo:confulted feveral 
perfons concerned, and witneffes of thefe maritime 
actions. 

In avoiding, as ufual, long and minute defcriptions, 
more tedious in the accounts of thefe ehgagements 
than of thofe upon land, we fhall confine ourfelves to 
the refult, and to the effential circumftances. It feems 
to be acknowledged, that M. d’Aché-was fuperior to 
the enemy *; already he had even obliged two Englith 
frigates to blow themfelves up, and had began to im- 
prefs them with terror; when he committed feveral 

faults, 


* Comparifon beteveen the tevo Fleets. 
FRENCH FLEE 7. 


Ships. Guns. Captains M. M. 
Le Zodiaque— 74 M. d’Aché, Commodore. 
Le Comte de Provence, 74 de la Chaife. 
Le Bienaimé, —- 58 Bouvet. 
Le Vengesr, — §4 Palliere. 
Le Condé, - 50 Rofbau. 


Le Duc d’ Orléans, . 50 Surville the younger. 
Le Saint Louis, = 50 . Joannis. 

Le Moras, - 50 Becederlievre. 

Le Duc de Bourgogne, 50 G’Aprés de Mennivillette. 


FRIGATE S&S 


La Diligence, =~ 30 Marion. 
La Sylphide, . --- Marin. 


ENGLISH FLEET. 


Ships. Guns. Captains M. M. 
Pocock, Admiral. 
The Yarmouth, - 799 Harrifon, Captain, . 


es Stevens, ‘Admiral. 
The Elifabeth, bd 70 Kempenfele, Captain. 
The Cumberland, - 66 Brereton. 


The Weymouth, 60 Michacl Vincent. 
The Tyger, 60 Thomas Latham. 
The Newcaftle, 54 George Legge. 


The Salifoury, 50 J. H. Somerfet. 
| FRIGATE & 


; ay Ryserfoerough, 30 : 
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faults, which occafioned him to lofe his advantages, 
and made him inferior to the enemy. By an ill-judged 
pique againft Count Lally, to whom he refufed to pay 
the honours due to the General, inftead of efcorting 
him to Pondicherry with his whole fleet, and by that 
means keeping together, he detached a ship of the line 
of 74 guns, and a frigate, for this purpofe. It was at 
this moment that, having neglected to in- ti 
form himfelf of Paco's igen, he was 7? oo 
attacked by that Admiral, who took the st 
weather-gage of him, The forces were ftill equal ; 
he fought well, and was even wounded---The defec- 
tion of the Duc de Bourgogne proved very ufeful to the 
enemy. That thip.was commanded by M. d’Aprés de 
Mennivillette, a: Captain of an India fhip, a2 man of 
letters, and member of the Academy of Sciences. Un- 
fortunately, his courage did not anfwer to his under- 
ftanding. M. d’Aché, in the letter he wrote to the 
Minifter +, complains, that this officer never kept his 
poft, nor indeed ever was in it; that, on the contra- 
ry, he got out of the line at the very beginning of the 
action, and fought only acrofs the mafts of the other 
fhips, under which he fheltered himfelf. However. 
this may be, having made his fhip erriver, which, in 
naval terms, fignifies bearing away before the wind, 
the French General did not avail himfelf of the pre- 
tended fuccefs he boafted of ; he even furnifhed an op- 
portunity for the Englifh Admiral to take honour to 
himfelf for having made M. d’Aché lofe the object of 
his prefent ftation. This was, to remain off Guada- 
loupe and Fort St. David, which were at that time be- 
fieged by Count Lally, and to which it was effential 
that no veffel ‘fhould be fuffered to approach, either to 
"throw in fuccours, or to carry off the effects and am- 
~ munition, in cafe of a furrender. It is true, that the 
Englith did not fulfil their project, but this was only 
awing to the obftacles they met with from the ele- 
ments. However, they paffed, in fight of the oy 
eet, 


t Dated from the Ifand of France, the goth of Oftober 1758.. 


See the Appendix, No. XIII in which is ikewife a journal of the 
two actions, ; 
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fleet, to windward, went to refit at Madrafs, and put 
to fea again ten days after. 

In the mean time, M. d’Aché kept himfelf clofe at 
Pondicherry. Being weaker by one fhip *, which was 
loft after the aétion, he had refifted the folicitations 
that were made to him to go out of harbour, under 
pretence of inability. He contented himfelf with form- 
ing wifhes for the fuccefs of Count Lally, at Fort Saint 
David, by writing to him, the ondy thing I think terri-. 
ble, is, that we cannot aff one another ¢. Count 
Lally was obliged to go in perfon to Pondicherry, and 
to force the Commodore to weigh anchor, by neading 
the grenadiers, and by giving orders to arreft him, 1 
he refufed to fhew himfelf before Fort Saint David, in 
order to deprive the befieged of the hopes of receiving 
any fuccéurs, This violent proceeding is attefted to 
us by M. Leyrit, Governor of the place for the Com- 
pany t. Wedo not know whether M. de Lally had 
any right to aét in this manner ; he exertéd it how- 
ever very d-propos, for the fort capitulated as foon as 
M. d’Aché appeared. | 

fter having taken this bulwark of the power of the 
Englith creoul ails coaft, this would have been the time 
to avail ourfelves of this firft advantage, which ren< 
dered the French name refpeéted in India, extended the 
glory of his Majefty’s arms, in{pired the troops with that 
confidence which paves the way to victory, and is al- 
ways almoft followed by it, and to encourage the troops 
to go to Madrafs, the eon object which it had been 
recommended: to the Commanders of the fea and land 
forces, in their inftrutions, not to lofe fight of. This 
was the opinion of Count Lally, who exerted himfelf 
to the utmoft to perfuade M. d’Aché to .it, without 
whofe concurrence he could not aét with advantage. 
ealoufy rofe fo high between thefe two officers, that 


it was impoffible they fhould agree. ‘The Commodore 
, remembered 


@ Le Bien Aimd. 

t Thefe are the exprefs words of « letter from Count d’Aché, 
to Count Lally, dated Pondicherry, May the r8tb, 2758. 

+ See the Ketters that the Sieurs Duvall, Leyrit, and Lally, 
have writterm to one another in India, with # comment by the 


formes, 
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remembered the violence with which he had been: 
threatened by the Count ; he pretended the neceflity 
of going previoufly to.meet the fuccours expetted from 
the Ifland of France, to intercept, if poffible, thofe of 
the Englifh; and, failing. along the coaft, he turned 
his back to Madrafs.and Pondicherry. Thealarm was 
foon fpread in that fa&tery, and the Council difpatched 
a veflel to him, to fummon him to return, not with in- 
tention ‘to attack the Englifh, who had recovered 
themfelves, but to preferve the town from their in- 
fults. It was again propofed to him to fail up to the 
enemy’s fleet, which a been in fearch of him for two 
months ; he obftinately perfifted in remaining where 
he was, to avoid, as he faid, the expofing of the- 
King’s flag. At laft, Pocock threatened to attack him. 
at anchor; and, to avoid this difadvantage, ye 
Ke was obliged to fail out, In this a€tion, 3 ns 
wherein his adverfary again got the weather- ees 
gage of him, he experienced all forts of difafters and’ 
misfortunes. One of the Company’s fhips took fire : 
others could not make ufe of their upper batteries, and 
were obliged to bring to; the Zodiague loft its rudder 
three times ; and M. d’Aché was in danger of being 
blown up, by the fire thrown into his fhip, by the Eng- 
lith. He went on board the Duc d'Orleans---lok a 
great many men—-was wounded-—and while, on the - 
one hand, he faid that be bad well warmed the enemy ;. 
that the enemy would not fight bim any longer ; that they 
did mot choofe to some within cannon-fbot of bim*, he. 
acknowledged, on the other hand, that dis fleet was- 
dilabled +. He was obliged to leave the enemy in 
poffeffion of the fea, and to run thirty leagues to wind- 
ward, in order to return to Pondicherry. He did not: 
ftill think himfelf in fafety there ; he declared, that he 
would not anfwer for the event, fhould the Englith. 
come to blow him up; and, notwithftanding the affift- 
ance offered him, and the intreaties of Count Lally, 
and of the Council, to erenee him to flay at leaft as 
5: : 


| long 
* The terms of feveral of bis letters, ot of thofe of M. de- 


Monteuil, Major of the fquadron. 
T Sce his letter of the ast of Auguft 1758, to Count Lally. 
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long as the enemy, he departed before the proper fea- 
fon, and againft the monfoon, abandoning the coaft 
and the fea to his rival.” We leave our readers to de- 
termine upon this expofition of fags; but, although a 
General be not. refponfible for events, which neither 
prudence nor courage can prevent, and in circumftances 
where {kill and chance are fo intimately blended, yer, 
when a man is always on the lofing fide, we are much 
inclined to condemn him, to think he is deficient in 
fkill, or has not fo great a fhare of it .as his adver- 


fary. 

The fingular circumftance is, that the Count al- 
ledzed the fame motives for his retreat, as were urged 
to diffuade him from it. He faid, that his fleet would 
be the falvation of the French fettlements in India ; 
and it was reprefented to him, that under pretence of 
being ufeful to them the following year, he began in 
this, by abandoning them to an indefatigable enemy, 
who had kept the fea for three years, in defiance of 
winds and tempeftuous feafons ; and who might take 
advantage of his abfence to undertake fome decifive 
ftroke, which would render the return of his fleet the 
next year fuperfluous. Another fingularity is, that he 

uitted Pondicherry contrary to the wifhes of the 
Council there, in order to go to the Ifle of France, 
where the Council dreaded his return, and declared to 
him, upon his arival, that they had not wherewithal 
to furnifh him with fubfiftence. 
» 7M. d’Aché was an to fend, ata great expence, 
twelve fhips, to fupply himfelf with provifions from 
the Cape of Good Hope. No doubt, this expedition 
retarded his return upon the coaft ; but thefe provifi- 
ons:were however colle&ted early enough for him to 
have appeared there again a long while before Septem- 
ber, ie more than a twelvemonth’s abfence. This 
time, he himfelf owned, that he was i aes in forces ; 
three of the King’s fhips *, and feveral others belong- 


ing 


* Ships. Guns. Captains M. M. 
The Minctaure, - 974 de \*Eguille, Commodore. 
L’ illufre, - oe 64 de Rois. : 
L’ Afiif, - «= 64 Beauchefne, 
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ing to the Company, had joined him under the com- 
mand of M, d’Eguille, another General Officer, young- 
er than he. He would have been well pleafed, that 
this excellent naval officer, who was ses gee ad ap- 
pointed fecond in command, had relieved him from a 
commiffion which was difpleafing to him ; and it would 
have been to be wifhed that the Court had ordered it 
fo. M. de lEguille was ative, enterprizing, and in- 
defatigable, at fea; of an accommodating difpofition 
in the fervice; and, far from raifing obftacles, as his 
predeceffor, he would, on the contrary, have exerted 
himfelf in removing them. The bad plans of Adminif- 
tration, who did not know how to appreciate, and to 
make the moft of talents, rendered thofe of this fecond 
Commodore ufelefs. 

On the roth of September, before Count’ ¥__.. 
d’Aché reached Pondicherry, the two fleets 759+ 
met, and Admiral Pocock, notwithftanding his inferi- 
ority, did not avoid the action. He had only nine 
fhips +, againft eleven, of which eleven there were 
three of 74, four of 64, and four of. 54 guns, accord- 
ing to M. d’Ache’s own account. He had certainly 
forces enough to enable him to take ample revenge ; 
_ but he was again unfortunate: the {quadron was fud- 
denly weakened by an accident of one of the King’s 
fhips taking fire. Four fhips belonging to the India 
Company ran away and decid ; the enemy had the 
advantage of the wind; the Commander himfelt was 
wounded, and obliged to retreat. He caft anchor at 
Pondicherry, and the very next day, as if he had been 
feized with a panic, he fet fail to return to the Iflands, 
with fo much precipitation, that he even left one of 
his fhips behind him in the harbour. The reafon of 
this conduct could not be conceived. In his two firft 
a€tions he had always affected to give out, notwith- 
ftanding it was evident he had had the difadvantage, that 
he had obliged the Englifh to run away. But on this 
occafion he maintained, to the deputies fent to per- 


fuade 
* The Englith Admiral in his account of the aétion, pretends 


that he had only feven thips, the Weymouth and the Cemberland 
pot having been able to join him in time. 


a4 THE PRIVATE LIFE 


faade’him to remain, that he had been beaten. He 
was aflured, that the enemy had fuffered ftill more : 
that they were in very bad condition: that, at any: 
rate, it was an effential point to fet a good face’ upon 
the matter, in order to deceive the Negroes, for which 
purpofe a Te Deum had juft been fung, to convince 
them that he had obtained the victory. At this very 
inftant, a difcharge of a hundred pieces of cannon con- 
firmed this account, and flattered the vanity of the Ge- 
neral. To this were added, reprefentations, intrea- - 
ties, and proteftations ; he was folicited either to avail 
himfelf of the bad condition the Englifh fleet was in, 
to crufh them, or at leaft, if he did not choofe to run 
any rifques, not to quit the coaft before them. Fur- 
ther arguments were ufed, the more effeétually to pre- 
vail upen his vanity, by telling him, that news of the 
defeat and flight of his {quadron, which was the only 
fupport of the French fettlements in India, would be 
conveyed as far as Delhi: that, befide the opprobrium 
which would be caft upon the French name, fuch an 
opinion would be entertained of their weaknefs, that they 
would be forfaken by all their allies. At Jength,no motive 
being able to prevail upon him, a national proteft was 
notified to him, in which it was declared, that, after 
having urged all thefe arguments, capable of detain- 
ing him, the Council, and all the inhabitants affem- 
bled together, made him alone refponfible for the lofs 
of the colony, and communicated to him the com- 
plaints which they meant to addrefs to the King and 
the Miniftty againft him, in order to obtain fatisfaction. 
_ M. d’Aché’s condu@ was a compound of inconfift- 
ency, contradiction, and abfurdity. His bravery could 
not certainly be called in queftion. Three a€tions, in 
which his blood had been fpilt, in which he had fee 
the example, by expofing his own perfon, would havé 
been fufficient to confound his sy ti upon this point: 
but valour is not the firft qualification of a General ; 
he mutt alfo poffefs a great Share of judgment : where- 
as it is evident, that M. d’Aché’s was. perpetually in 
‘ default. Fle was agitated with internal paffions, which 
rendered ufclefs the intrepidity be could have dif- 

played. 
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layed. His condu& when not in ation, feemed to 
Ee direéted by a kind of caprice. He quitted Pondi- 
cherry with precipitation, under a pretence of being 
informed, from good authority, that this city was in 
want of all the materials neceffary for refitting his fqua- 
dron, and that it had not even provifions for the main- 
tenance of its own troops and its inhabitants ; although, 
in the national proteft juft mentioned, wherein he was 
very roughly handled *, an augmentatton of forces was 
offered him, and as many provifions as he could defire, 
together with an immediate fupply of every neceflary 
for the repair of his fhips. M. d’Aché even condemn~ 
ed himfelf ; he endeavoured to juftify his departure, b 
a fecret project he meditated, of feizing upon Mazali- 
patan, an Englith factory, more than a hundred leagues 
to windward of the fettlements he was forfaking. He 
could not, therefore, be fo totally in want of fubfift- 
ence and men; neither could his fhips be in fo fhat- 
tered a condition, fince, of his own accord,, he thus 
endeavoured to prolong the campaign, and to hazard 
an expedition which muft neceflaiily make him -lofe 
time, and men, and perhaps expofe him to a frefh en-~ 
gagement 5 which, he faid, he was not able to fuftain. 
ut the circumftance that rendeis the conduét of 
M. d’Aché inexcufable, is the having fuffered Pondi- 
cherry to be taken,.mot only without appearing there 
again, after an wee. of ta months, but with- 
out having fent th ft afiiftance there during that 
interval. In vain. dées he give a pathetic account, in 
his memorials, of the hurricane of the month of Janu- 
ary 1760, which threw two-and-thirty fhips upon the 
coaft, which raged with violence for two days confe~ 
cutively, and reduced the ifland of France to the moft 


dreadful 


* See the reprefentations made to Count d’Aché, by the Gens 
tiemea of the {uperior Council of Pondicherry, in the name of 
the nation, affembled in a body, on the 17th of September 1769 ; 
and the proteft of the nation, affembled in the Government-hall 
of Pondicherry, to M,. d’Aché, on the 17th of September 1769. 
Thefe two pieces sre inferted and produced at full length, in fe- 
veral memorials produced on the famous trial of Count Lally 5 
which prevents ws from iaferting them here. ; 
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dreadful extremity. In vain does he objett, in-order 
to juftify this.inaétion, the fears of the French Miniftry 
for that colony, and the fecret intelligence he had re- 
ceived of the fitting out of a fleet in Europe by the 
Enyglifh, which threatened it. From the month of Ja- 
nuary, to the feafon of the favourable monfoons, there 
was more time than fufficient to repair the damages 
occafioned by the ftorm. It was eafy to. be perceived 
that the apprehenfions of Verfailles were groundlefs and 
improbable; that all the efforts of the enemy would 
be firft exerted againft Pondicherry, and that it was 
this bulwark, which ftood in the greateft need of pro+ 
tection, as being the fureft rampart for the defence of 
the French iflands :---in a word, that, as he was alarm- 
ed for two places at once, it was beft to'attend to that 
which was moft likely to be firft attacked. Befides, 
another circumftance ought. to have infpired him with 
the unalterable refolution of returning to the. coaft ; 
this was famine, the moft cruel of all the fcourges, with 
which the Ifle of France was threatened ; an inevita- 
ble and invincible enemy, againft which, neither pre- 
caution, plan, nor courage could avail, and which 
would have been the moft powerful affiftant to the 
Englifh, in cafe they had invefted the ifland. The 
Governor, M. Desforges Boucher, had urged all thefe 
powerful motives, to get rid of the fleet; and M. 
d’Aché, after having feen, at Pondicherry, the whole 
nation protefting againft-him, bedéufe he forfook them, 
beheld, without any emotion, the Council. of the 
Ifland of France proteft againft him, alledging, that by 
his too long ftay among them, he was the occafion of 
their ruin :---he beheld his own officers * join in the 
intreaties of the colony---he faw the confufion, difor- 
der, the diffenfions, and the confternation he occafioned 
there, and get he ftill perfifted in ftaying at the place 
he was defired to leave, becaufe, far Poa being of 
fervice to it, he only contributed to increafe its misfor- 
tunes ; while he would not go to the {pot upon which he 
was intreated to remain, becaufe his fquadron was its 
fecurity. He declared every where, that his fleet bbe 

the 


4 


* Amopg others, M, de Ruis, Captain of 7 Iilufires 


OF LEWIS Xv. 207 


the only hope of India-—the refource looked up to for. 
its prefervation ; that the lofs of it would infallibl 
occafion the lofs of India; that the falvation of this 
country depended upon it :--and yet Pondicherry was 
taken at a time when this fleet was in a moft flourifh- 
ing condition, and remained in perfect fecurity at the 
- diftance of fifteen hundred leagues. 

Tt is therefore certain that M. d’Aché was the im- 
mediate caufe of the capture of Pondicherry ; or ra- 
ther, perhaps, the imbecillity of the Miniftry, in 
adopting, upon very flight grounds, the infinuations, 
which were, perhaps, artfully fuggefted to them by the 
Court of London, by which they infpired him with 
falfe alarms for the fafety of the Ifland of France ; 
alarms of which the Dire¢tor of the maritime operati- 
ons very readily availed himfelf, becaufe they favoured 
his natural indolence, and his antipathy to Count 
Lally; who, from the report of his accufers, had 
made himfelf formidable to all perfons, except the 
Englifh. This is the opportunity of making our read- 
ers acquainted with this Gentleman, upon whom the 
eyes of all ry have, for fome time, been fixed. 
He was a man of a hard and {plenetic difpofition, and 
tormented to excefs with the frenzy of dominion, 
which he exercifed with intolerable defpotifm. He 
had been fent to India by the Company, as much to 
defend them againft their domeftic as their foreign ene- 
mies. The firft, were their moft devoted fervants, 
who, enriched with their fpoils, and having nothing 
more to gain from the diftrefs to which they had re- 
duced them, were inwardly defirous of falling into 
the hands of the Englifh, in order to cover their par- 
ticular depredations, under the general fyftem of pil» 
lage, which always attends conqueft. M. Lally was 
“the moft is perfon to remedy thefe evils. Full 
of prejudices, he was, anpanniaies 8 headftrong, that 
he was prevented from feeing any thing with the cool- 
nefs of reafon; and his exceflive violence contributed 
totally to obfcure his underftanding. ‘To thefe faults 
was added, a mean and infamous vice, a fordid ava- 
tice, which made him eager after the purfuit of the 
depredators, but meerly with a view of appropriating 

to 
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to himfelf the reftitutions he exafted of them. He 
feemed as if he referved to himfelf the rum of the 
Company. Scarce was he arrived at Pondicherry, 
when, already at variance with his aa for the 
maritime enterprizes, he prejudiced againft him all-the 
orders of the town, the council, the military, and the 
Citizens. By this proceeding, he expofed himfelf to. 
oppofitions, which foured his temper, and which he 
foon magnified into crimes. Upon fuch oc¢afions, for-— 
getting all behaviour, refpeét, decorum, and decency, ~ 
he became ferocious and barbarous, infulting both hu- . 
manity and nature ; and, to all the horrors which his 
rage fuggefted to him, he added irony, ftill more bitter, 
and more humiliating. 

But, notwithftanding the jar of fo many oppofite in-- 
terefts, active paflions, animofities, hatred, refentment,, 
cabals, and factions, Count Lally, who was not a Ge- 
neral deftitute of talents, during the-time of his coim-. 
miffion, which lafted near three years, was.engaged in 
ten battles, or fkirmifhes, and took ten places, or forts.. 
Reduced to only 700. regulars, againft 15,000 land for- 
ces, and fourteen fhips of the ; Re having a fin- 
15 Fan gre boat for his defence---he fuftained a 

* blockade, was invefted during nine months, 
and did not furrender the place, till there 
did not remain one fingle grain of rice, or any other 
kind of nourifhment for his gatrifon, already worn out 
with fatizue and mifery. . 

A fingular circumftance rendered the capitulation of 
Pondicherry, dictated by neceffity, ftill more hard. A 
principle of revenge operated on the fide of the con-~ 
querors. ‘They had intercepted the inftruétions given 
to the Counts d’Aché and Lally, by the Company. 
Thefe inftrnGtions forbade their granting any terms t 
the Englith fettlements that might fall into their hands. 
The Governor of Madrafs, who came to the Englith 
army, in order to regulate the articles of capitulation, 
laid a ‘ftrefs upon thefe dire€tions of the French, and 
infifted ue the fame rigour. Not only the troops of 
the garrifon, the Magiftrates and the Council, but even 
all the fubalterns in the Company’s feryice, were em- 
barked for Europe. The fortifications were demoliths 

- ed, 
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ed, and the plough was made to pafs over this fuperb 
city, which hereafter exhibited nol more than a 





heap of ruins. c Seamer 5S 

he fcene of diffenfions, wsth which this city had 
been agitated, was only reméved to another place, and 
the clamours with which India had refounded, were 
transferred to annoy the capital. Every one took a 
part in them, acooe to his intereft, affeCtions, or 
prejudices, and the refult was, that famous trial of 
which we fhall hereafter fpeak. This, as well as that 
of the Canadians, was the only thing that France ob- 
tained for the blood and treafures fhe had lavifhed in 
the prefervation of thofe immenfe pofleffions. 

It was time to conclude, by any kind of 
naval war, in which the equilibrium was fo eumiitda 
{troyed, that every conqueft obtained by EGMaEN 
France, paved the way for others, withouQaa 
left of acompenfation. ‘The capture of Cafagir 
the key of the river St. Laurence, opened 







the Eng- 
lifh the way to North Ametica by. fea, which they 
could never haye conquered by land. Pondicherry 
loft, for want of a fleet, put them in poffeffion of all 
the peninfula. They became matters not only of the 
coaft of Coromandel, but of that of Malabar alfo, 
where Mahé had capitulated. There only Feb 
remained the Ifles of France and Bourbon, '° “¢” 
which would in time have Leen reduced by famine, 
without the conqueror being obliged to employ any 
other means. | 
Guadaloupe had been the ftaple of the expedition 
againft Dominica, and thefe two iflands, {in the neigh- 
bourhood of Martinico, were made ule of to prefs the 
latter, and to facilitate the approaches to it. It was 
taken a few months after, and drew glong with it the 
defe€tion of all the other Windward‘Mlands. A Ca 
tain of a fhip commanded there, his companions ufed 
to call him the Great la Touche, not on account of his 
exploits, but of his majeftic fhape and fine figure. Cer- 
tainly, if Nadau had been degraded for having given 
up Guadaloupe, after feveral months refiftance, and 
having defended every inch of ground, what fhall we 
fay of the Governor of Martinico, which was made an 
intire 
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intire conqueft of in lefs than fix weeks? * But he be- 
longed to a corgsgn which every offence remained un- 
punifhed ; he efcaped, like fo masy others, the capital 
punifhment he deferved. He laid the blame upom the 
mhabitants, who, in fact, chofe rather to live in plenty, 
under the dominion of the Englifli, than to die of hun- 
ger, under that of the mother country. Saint Domin- 
go, Cayenne, and Louifiana, were foon to experience 
the fame fate. And France was threatened, if the face 
of affairs did not change in a fhort time, to be depriy- 
ed of all its colonies in the Eaft and Weft Indies. 

Such was the boldnefs of the enemy, that they had 
already begun to blockade the eon by the capture 
of Belleifle, which put them in poffeffion of the gulph 
of Qelltiay. The Englifh had-{everal times attempted 
thease of this iffand, but. always without fuccefs. 
Thé@getteded in it this war, when the debility and 
difcourkgément of their rivals allowed them to under- 
take every enterprize. ‘They had prepared, ever fince 
the month of March, a confiderable armament for this 
purpofe. Having been repulfed at their firft landing, 
B April they fucceeded better a fecond time; and, 

* notwithftanding the brave refiftance made 

by the-Officer who commanded the fortrefs, they fub- 

dued the whole ifland in lefs than two months. 

7 June. At the figning of the capitulation, Major Ge- 

neral Hodgfon, and Commodore Keppel, did not fail 

to do. juftice to the valour of the garrifon; they faid, 

Granted, in favour of the gallant defence which the ci- 

tadel bas made, under the orders of the Chevalier de St. 
Croix. 

The Parifians were fo little accuftomed, at that time, 
to fee fuch kind of men, that the Chevalier de St. 
Croix, as foon as he appeared there, was pointed out, 
applauded, furrounded, and followed as a phenomenon. 
He did not long furvive his glory, and, having been ap- 
pointed to the defence of St. Domingo, he died in that 

| colony. 







* The landing was effected on-the 7th of January 1762, and 
the total reduction on the rth of February: 
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colony. But if the refiftance of Belleifle did honour to 
its generous defender, it was not a lefs ignominious 
circumftance to the French, to fee one of their bul- 
warks carried off before their face, without fending 
the leaft affiftance to it; to fee England extending her 
{way even over their own country, and be enabled, to 
infeft, without moleftation, and with impunity, all the 
coafts of. the country of the Bay of Bifcay; confine 
their armaments, coafting, and other trade, and ac- 
quire a place of fupport to favour their invafions, and 
a convenient fpot to retire to, in cafe of any check 
or damage from the elements. 


END OF THE THiRD VOLUME, 
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N? I. 


Fournal of the States of Britany, bolden in 1752. 


HE three orders of men who compofe the 
States of Britany, have unanimoufly demanded 
of the King’s Commiffioners the fuppreflion of the im- 
poft called the Vingtieme, as being intolerable in itfelf, 
and in the mode of levying it. ‘The Duke de Chaulnes 
has anfwered, by-communicating to them the article of 
his inftru€tions concerning the Vingtieme, in which he 
is forbidden to liften to any reprefentations upon this 
fubject. ‘This anfwer has excited the greateft ferment 
in the States, and hath occafioned a fecond deputation, 
to remonftrate to the Commiffioners, that the States 
being deprived of their natural right of making repre- 
fentations, upon a matter of fo great importance as the 
Vingtieme, could not attend to the other affairs of the 
province. In vain have the Bifhop ef Rennes, and M. 
de Lannion, Prefident of the Nobiljty, endeavoured to 
make them underftand, that it was at leaft neceffary to 
point out the particular grievances there might be, con- 
cerning the levying of this tax; in order that there 
might appear fome motive for their oppofition, se 
ave 
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have been prevented from proceeding, by the clamours 
of the other members of the affembly. The Duke de 
Chaulnes has anfwered with firmnefs, that he would 
never attend to any thing vague and general, upon the 
article of the Vingtieme ; that the utmoft he would al- 
low, would be to receive reprefentations upon the par- 
ticular abufes which might have been obferved in the 
mode of colle€ting this tax. He moreover fignified to 
the deputies, his regret, in not being able to yield to 
their {olicitations ; but at the fame time apprised them 
of his firm refolution of carrying the orders of the 
King into execution with the greateft ftritnefs. 

Letters from Britany, of the 4th of this month, men-~ 
tion, that the States being aflembled on Sunday, the 
King’s Commiffioners had fignified to them an order 
in writing, to appoint committees to proceed upon the 
bufinefs ; and that this order bad excited a confiderable 
tumult, which had only beén appeafed by a propofal 
made by the Commonalty of the State, to fend a de- 
putation, intrefaing the Commiffioners to revoke their 
order, and heir the complaints of the States concernin 
the Vingtieme. This deputation, at the head of whic 
was the Bifhop of Quimper, as well as two others fent 
with the fame view, in which the. Bifhop of Vannes 
was the fpeaker, were equally unavailing. M.-de 
Chaulnes continued to anfwer with frmnefs, that he 
would never depart from the order fignified to them ; 
that he would not attend to the complaints concerning 
the Vingtieme, till the committees had been appointed ; 
and that he would not fuffer the King’s authority to 
give way to an obftinacy founded only upon ill-hu- 
mour, and which announced, on the part of the States, 
a premeditated defign of bara inaction.. 

as the reprefentations of the Bifhop of Vanres to 
the States, it was decided by a majority of votes, that, 
without appointing the ordinary committees, that of 
the Vingtieme fhould continue to fit, and fhould draw 
up a complete memorial of their grievances refpecting 
this impoft. The refolution was given out by the Bi- 
fhop of Rennes, Prefident, but interrupted by feveral 
members of the Nobility, who drew after them almoft 
the whole aflembly, faying that it was irregular, op 

that 
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that treachery had been ufed in collecting the votes. 
They protefted againft the refolution with great cla- 
mour, and prevented its being inferibed upon the re- 
ifter. : 
We learn by letters from Britany, of the 6th of Oc- 
tober, that the oppofition of the Nobility has had its 
effect; that the refolution which was the caufe of it, 
has not been infcribed upon the regifters ; and that the 
_committee of the Vingtieme have not even been ver- 
bally authorifed to continue their bufinefs. The af 
fembly of the States have confined theirs to the ef- 
tablifhment of the authenticity of the regulation of the 
year 1607, which juftifies their conduét, and was con- 
tefted with them by the Duke de Chaulnes, who has 
ftill continued inflexible, refpecting the orders, the re-~ 
peal of which was folicited. The States, on their 
part, have obftinately perfifted in their defign of doing 
nothing ; they have proceeded fo far as to refufe the 
gratification 6f 1,500 livres *, which it is cuftomary 
to give to the captain of the Duke de Chaulnes’ guards, 
who has brought to the Court the news of the vo- 
luntary gift granted. And, in order to remove every 
idea of bufinefs and deliberation from the States, they 
have not, according to cuftom, fent a deputation of 
humanity to vifit the fick members of the States) The 
Duke, de Chaulnes has difpatched a Courier, on the 
5th in the evening, to the Court. 
_ They write from Britany the 8th of this month, 
that the States had fent a deputation to the Duke de 
Chaulnes, to afk of him if his Majefty, when he had ex- 
prefled his fatisfaction concerning the voluntary gift, 
had not revoked the orders given to his Commiffioners, 
not to attend to the feoretenicuons ef the States re- 
{petting the Vingtieme, relative either to the tax itfelf, 
or to the mode of colledting it.’ They add, that this 
deputation has been entirely as ufeleis as the former ; 
and that the Duke de Chaulnes ad anfwered them in 
a very high tone, that he neither could nor woula bear 
them, fince they had not appointed the committecs. 
At the following meeting, a refolution was produced, 
Vou. II. L which 


* Sixty-two pounds ten fhillings, 
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which the Nobility themfelves, fomewhat calmer, pro- 
pofed, and which wasimmediately adopted by the other 
Orders. ‘This was, to draw up a memorial in juftifica- 
tion of the conduét of the Affembly ; and that the 
committee of the Vingtieme fhould immediately fet 
about it, and fhould fend it to the Duke de Penthievre, 
to the Keeper of the Seals, and to the Count de St. 
Florentin. 

The Bifhop of Rennes having pronounced to the 
States of Britany a very pathetic and very elegant dif- 
courfe, to induce the affembly to give way to circum- 
ftances, and to fubmit to the King’s pleafure ; a depu- 
‘ty of the Nobility, who fpoke after him, faid, that 
all his corps admired the eloquence of M. de Rennes, 
but that they were ftill more affe€ted with his exam- 
ple, and that of the Clergy, which they would think it 
an honour to follow. 

The King has difpatched a courier to Britany, 
with a letter de cachet to feparate the States. | 

By a letter from Rennes of the 11th of this month, 
received this day, we are informed that the three laft 
affemblies of the States had been more tumultuous than 
ever; that’the Bifhop of Rennes had in vain endea- 
woured to conciliate the people ; that the Nobility had 
oppofed every kind of refolution ; that on the roth, 
at nine in the morning, the States being affembled, an 
order had been fent to them from his Majefty’s Com- 
auifioners, fignifying that the King, informed of the re- 
fufal of the Nobility to obey the orders of the Com- 
aiffioners in appointing the ufual committees, and of the 
pretences on which they had founded this refufal, or- 
dered them, under pain of difobedience, to conform 
to them, and declared, at the fame time, that his Ma- 
jefty authorifed his Commiffioners to. hear them, and 
make a report to him of the complaints they bad to 
propofe upon the adminiftration of the Vingtieme, to 
the intent that his Majefty might pay fuch regard to 
them as he thould think juft and reafonable. After 
fome debates, the opinion of the three Orders was 
unanimous, to regifter the King’s orders, and to obey 
them. Accordingly, the committees have been ap- 


ointed. 
P By 
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By letters from Rennes of the 13th, we learn that 
the {tates had refumed the ordinary courfe of bufinefs, 
and that the Nobility had propofed to infift upon 
demanding the fuppreflion of the Vingtieme before they 
proceeded. | 

The States have been informed, that the bifhoprick 
of Rennes---which in 174g was taxed only for the 
Dixieme at one hundred and nine thoufand livres *--- 
was taxed in 1750 in one hundred and thirty-nine 
thoufand ¢, and in 1751 at one hundred and fifty-five 
thoufand livres J, for the Vingtieme ; and that it was 
the fame of the other bifhopricks. The committee 
was required to afcertain thefe grievances. 

The letters from Britany are filled with evleguns of 
the Bifhop ef Vannes, and of the Marquis de Lannion. 
‘Phe cafe is very different with refpeét to the Duke and 
Dutchefs de Chaulnes, and the Bifhop of Rennes, at 
whofe gate a tolerable pafquinade had been fixed. He 
had given a loofe to his fentiments very indifcreetly, 
though very eloquently, at a meeting, and the next 
day he found the following words upon his gate: This 
day will be reprefented, for the fecond time, the rage 0 
Gueraffiin, (the Bifhop’s family name,) which cuill be 
followed by the falfe brethren. 

A caricature print has alfo been fixed at the door of 
the Senefchal of Rennes, in which he is reprefented 
hanged. 

he letters from Britany of the tsth inform us, 
that nothing has been done at the feflion of Friday the 
13th, but to hear and agree to the propofal that was 
made, to require of the DireQtor of the Vingtieme the 
general ftate of the tax in each bifhoprick, in the 
years 1750, 1751, 1752, the committee being defirous 
of being acquainted with it, in order that it may ferve 
asthe bafis and motive to the memorial of the grie- 
vances. M. Ferré, Dire€tor, has anfwered --that he 
could not communicate it, without the order of the 
Intendant ; who pane ee applied to, has refufed 
2 to 


* Between four and five thoufand pounds. 
7 Between five and fix thoufand pounds, 
Between fix and feven thoufand pounds, 
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to allow it, before he had written upon the matter to 
the Keeper of the Seals. The States addreffed them- 
felves to M. de Chaulnes ; who anfwered the deputies 
fent to hitm---that he was furprized the States fhould 
imagine they had a right to demand from the King, 
and from thofe who reprefented him, an account of a 
tax levied in his name ; that as for the reft, he could 
not avoid reprefenting to them, that they ought to 
employ themfelves more ferioufly in haftening their 
memorial, without interrupting it by incidents which 
could only retard, and perhaps di/grace the decifion. 
Upon the report of this anfwer, the next meeting was 
rather warm. “he Clergy, however, and the Com- 
monalty, agreed to infift no longer upon the demand of 
the abftract of thistax. Although this opinion was not - 
agreeable to the Nobility, it ey a but there was no 
difcuffion.made of this matter. 
By the letters from Rennes of the 18th, we Jearn 

that the committee of the Vingtieme have at length 

refented their memorial to the affemblies of the States. 

t has been read in two confecutive feffions, and has 
met with the greateft applaufe : but there being fome 
obfervations to be inade upon it by the three Orders of 
the State, it has been agreed upon, that each Order 
fhould examine it diftinetly ; and, to avoid confufion, 
Commiffioners have been appointed in each Chamber, 
to make their report to them, and definitively to the 
whole aflembly. ‘T’his ftep was preceded by a demand 
which the States made to the King’s Commiffioners, 
that they fhould be permitted to elect a fecond Syndic; 
which the Commiflioners refufed, alleging their inftruc- 
tions, which were exprefs upon this fubje€t, and en- 
joined them particularly neither to allow this, nor even 
to receive any remonttrance upon the matter. Upon 
which the States have deterinined to write to the Duke 
de Penthievre, and to M. de St. Florentin, to obtain 
this permiffion. | 

The letters from Britany of the goth, upon that 

fubject, fignify, that onthe 18th the Bifhop of Rennes 
had made a report to the Affembly, of three letters 
written to the Duke de Penthievre, to the Keeper of 
the Seals, and to M. deSt. Florentin, upon the ubje8 
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of the Vingtieme. He added, that he had only reccived 
an anfwer from M. de Penthievre, which evidently 
confirmed, that it was in vain to expect any fucceis 
from them ; that he did not think any better fuccefs 
was to be expected from the letters written by the 
Affembly to obtain a fecond Syndic: upon which the 
three Orders of the State feemed incltned to proceed 
immediately to an election, without waiting for an an- 
fwer. But at length a majority of voices declared 
againft this; after which the Affembly proceeded to 
bufineds. 

The memorial was read to the nobility, with the 
changes that the commiffioners had made in it, the 
chief of which was refpecting the demands, which 
were folely reftrained to require the fuppreffion of the 
Vingtieme, or being allowed to compound for it ; 
whereas the demands .of the memorial were, that the 
new abftraéts of 1753 fhould be exattly conformable 
to the lifts afcertained, and that in the mean time, 
they fhould be fixed to one half of the fums of the 
Dixieme in 1749; that the abftraéts of 1750, 1751, 
and 1752, fhould be exa€ted only upon the fame foot- 
ing; and that, with refpe€t to the abftraét of 1753, 
the overplus of what had been paid fhould be ac~ 
counted for; that the lifts fhould not be rejected upon 
pretence of want of formalities, and left out in the 
fupplementary abftraéts ; that the prefent demand shall 
be authenticated, in the prefent Affembly, by a decree 
of Council. The Commonalty approved of all thefe 
changes, and added to them a demand of the exemption 
of the Vingtieme from freehold eftates, and the diminu- 
tion of an eighth part for repairing the houfes in the 
cities, and a tenth for that of the houfes in the coun- 
try places. The memorta] thus altered, was fent to 
the two other Orders; but the Nobility would not 
adopt the demands, and declared, that they would not 
refolve, till the Clergy had adopted theirs ; which be- 
ing refufed, the bufinefs was poftponed to the next 
day. The Commonalty perfifting in their opinion, the 
Nobility as conftantly refufed giving theirs, upon a 
certainty that the opinion of the Clergy would be 
agreeable to that of the Commonalty, and that their 

Own 


222 AP PEN Di X, 


own would confequently have no effeft. The States 
in this pofition remained affembled all day, and till 
night, and were ftill fo when the courier {et out. The 
Clergy, at ten o'clock at night, fent to afk the No- 
bility if they perfifted in their intention of not deli- 
berating, and declared to them, that in that cafe they 
would take the refolution to withdraw ; which they 
did, as well as the Commonalty ; but the Nobility re- 
mained. Count Lannion, however, who was but in 
an indifferent ftate of health, went to bed in the in- 
firmary of the Cordeliers. 

It was added, thatin the morning it had tranfpired, 
that the King’s Commiffioners were to make the de- 
mand of capitation, and the other mafters belonging 
to the King. 

By letters received from Britany, we learn that the 
three Orders of the State, after having fat up all Thurf 
day night, were each of them affembled on Friday 
morning in their chambers ; where they have remained 
ever fince, in the fame fituation of affairs; and that 
they were not removed from thenceby the demands 
made by the King’s Commiffioners on Friday morning, 
which they had affembled to hear. Thefe demands 
were, the hearth-money, the taxes upon rents, the 
cuftoms eftablithed, and the two pence * per pound of 
the Dixieme, and the reading of the decree of Coun- 
cil of 1738, which forbids the granting of any penfion 
or gratification, without the permiffion or authority of 
the King. Upon this laft point only, the States or- 
dered the decree fo be read, but the Nobility refufed 
to deliberate upon the other demands. Even by a de 
lay in deliberating, the Prefident of the Commonalty 
having collected the votes of his Order, and having 
yot up to give their opinion, was hooted and reviled. 
Neverthelefs, he did announce the opinion, notwith- 
ftanding the clamours which interrupted him; and it 
was, that his Order were for granting every thing. 
That of the Church was the fame; but the rule of 
their not declaring it, till after that of the Nobility, 
prevented them from announcing it. 

Matters 
i 2 
ww * One penny. 
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Matters being m this ftate, the Bifhop of Rennes, 
after having made frefh but ufelefs reprefentations to 
the Nobility upon the irregularity and danger of their 
obftinacy, took the opportunity of propofing to them 
not to continue the fittings of the Affembly longer than 
four hours, and that this rule fhould be made a ftand- 
ing one. The propofal was accepted for the day only, 
and yefterday it was renewed, and fixed to two o'clock 
in the afternoon. 

It was reported that the Duke of Chaulnes had dif- 
patched a courier to give an account of the conduct of 
the States, and afk the King’s orders. 

‘Letters from Britany of the 25th of O&tober men 
tion, that on Sunday the States remained in the chains 
bers without doing any thing, and feparated at two 
o'clock, the feffions ftill continuing. 

That on the Monday, before they went to the cham- 
bers, they drew up and figned what was to be inferted 
in the regifler fince Thurfday. Afterwards Count 
Lannion fignified to his Order, that after having in vain 
endeavoured, both in public and private, to make 
them fenfible of the irregularity and danger of their 
fituation, he thought himfelf obliged, upon {o critical an 
occafion, to afcertain with the utmoft exaétnefs the 
wifhes of the Order, whofe votes perhaps he had nor 
collected with fuffcient accuracy, and that he propofed 
a fcrutiny---that the propofal was at. firft rejected ; but 
that his complaifance in not infiiting upon it, had in- 
duced a great number to confent to it; which number 
increafe1 fufficiently for it to become the opinion of 
the majority ;---that' a fcrutiny was therefore entered 
upon; to atenain whether the opinion for not delibe- 
rating fhould be perfifted in or not, and that the af- 
firmative was carried by 167 votes to.16 ;---that this 
being.done, -the States rofe at two o'clock, the fittings 
of the chambers ftill continuing, and that ycfterday Pe 
refult was: the fame ;---that all the conferences, nego- 
Ciations, and reciprocal propofals- of reconciliation 
among the Orders, had been ineffe¢tual ;---and that 
upon that day (the 25th) the return of the courier from 
the Duke de Cliaulnes was expected, who only cou'dé 
pux an end to this inaction. 

The 
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The letters from Rennes of the 27th of this month 


mention as follows : 


The courier of the Duke de Chaulnes arrived yef- 


terday morning at ten o'clock; at eleven, the At- 
torney General came to the Chambers, and fignified 
to them the orders contained in the letter from his Ma- 
jefty to the Duke de Chaulnes, of which this is the 


tenour : F 


“ Cousin, 
“‘ By a letter of the 7th inftant, I have authorifed 
you, as well as my other Commiffioners, to receive 
the reprefentations of the States, and to hear their 
complaints upon the manner in which the ordon- 
nances, given in confequence of their demand for 
the impofition of the Vingtieme, have been executed ; 
and I have at the fame time fignified to you, I did 
not underftand that, under pretence of drawing up 
the memorial of thefe pretended grievances, and 
waiting for the anfwer, the States thould poflpone 
their ordinary bufinefs; which, on the contrary, I 
ordered them to begin, and to proceed in, as they 
were always ufed todo. Iam neverthelefs inform- 
ed, that the Attorney General of the faid States, 
having tran{mitted to them, by your order, four ar- 
ticles of inftru€tions, which I have given you, that 
they fhould deliberate upon them, the Order of the 
Nobility has refufed, upon a Pisin? of a delibera- 
tion begun, upon occafion of a memorial which the 
faid States have caufed to be drawn up, upon the 
fubje&t of the impofition of the Vingtieme. ‘This re~ 
fufal being direétly contrary to my intentions, which 
I have explained to you in my faid letter, and which 
you have notified to them, I difpatch this to tell 
you, that you fhould sitest order theth, from me, 
and under penalty of difobedience, to deliberate in- 
ftantly upon the faid four articles of the faid inftruc- 


tions, which you fhall caufe to be tran{mitted to 


them; ordering and even enjoining you to attend to 
this, and alfo to fend me their reprefentations and 


complaints, in the manner abovementioned, as foon 
; $¢ as 
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“as they fhall have given them to you, in order that 
“‘ I may determine upon them asI fhall think equitable 
** and proper,” 


«© Written at Fontainebleau, the twenty- 
“‘ fourth day of October 1752. 


“« (Signed) Lewis. 


“ And lower down, PHELIPPEAUX.” 


The King’s letter having been read, together with 
the orders of the Commiffioners to comply with it im- 
mediately, under penalty of difobedience, and to re- 
gifter it, the Nobility have exclaimed in a tumultuous 
manner,’ and with heat, upon the falfe accufation laid 
to their charge; of having refufed to deliberate, and 
upon the unfavourable impreffions that had been given 
of their conduct upon this point ; maintaining pofitive~ 
ly, that there had been no refufal, upon their part, of 
deliberating upon the four articles in queftion, nor even 
any order from the King’s Commiffioners to deliberate 
upon them, otherwife than as ufual in the courfe of. 
their feffion ; and that, if they had not done it, it had 
not been from any intention of not agreeing to them, 
but only becaufe they had begun an important affair, 
which their rules did not permit them to interrupt ; 
and that, in order to prove this, they were ready im- 
mediately to obey the King’s orders, and to grant the 
four articles; which the three Orders unanimoufly did. 
But the Nobility having it at heart to juftify themfelves 
to the King, and not to leave any traces upon their 
records, of fo injurious an order---and the Clergy hav-~ 
ing acceded to their opinion---a deputation was fent to 
the King’s Commiffioners, to reprefent to them the 
falfity a ie accufation which ferved as a motive to 
the King’s order, and to defire the Duke de Chaulnes 
to agree to its not being regiftered, and to fenda cou- 
rier to the King, to give him an account of their obe- 
dience, and to undeceive his Majefty with regard to the 
ill offices that had been rendered to the Order of the 
) ud Ss Nobility. 
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Nobility. The opinion of the Commonalty had been, 
to grant the four articles, and to depute to the King’s 
Commiffioners, fimply to reprefent, that the intention 
of the Affembly had never been to refufe to deliberate 
upon the four articles. 

The King’s Commiffioners received the deputation 
about fix o’clock. The Duke de Chaulnes anfwered 
in general---that the Nobility endeavoured to deceive 
themfelves, by quibbling upon words to juftify their 
condutt ;---that the orders and diflatisfaGtion had been 
occafioned by their ination, and the formal defign of 
not proceeding to bufinefs, notwithftanding the exprefs 
commands they had received from bis Majefty ;---thas 
he would inform the King, by the next poft, of their 
readinefs to obey his orders ;---that the moft effectua] 
method of juftifying their conduét would be, to accele- 
rate their ufual butine’s as much as they had hitherto 
been dilatory in it;---and that, with regard tothe Hee 
ing of the King’s letter, he readily confented to difpenfe 
with it, feeling with them the concern of leaving any 
traces of it upon their recards: and giving them affu- 
rances of the eagernefs with which he would feize 
every occafion the States fhould offer him in future in 
proof of their zeal and fubniutlion, &c. 

But thefé anfwers having been taken notice of by 
feveral members of the deputation, which occafioned 
fome warmth in the explanation, he added---that he 
ought not to. conceal from them, that his orders were 
too Ngorous, not to announce to them previoufly, that 
they were to accelerate the King’s affairs, and not to 
fuffer any delay in them. 

. The deputation having given an aecount to the Af- 
fembly of the fuccefs of their audience, the Order of 
the Nobility appearing not fatisfied with it, it was 
thought proper to clofe the feflion; it was then near 
feven odlock. 

The Nobility, little fatisfied with M. de Chaulnes’ 
an{wers to the deputation of the preceding day,.em- 

loyed themfelves with much earneftnefs, at the meet 


sbi Friday, in purfuing with warmth the affair of the 






“Wiication, and refpecting the feveral means to attain 
Whe Dhey agreed to a memorial, in form of a letter, 
which 
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which they intended fhould be prefented to the Duke: 
de Chaulnes by a new deputation, for which they de~ 
manded the concurrence of the two Orders of the 
Church and Commonalty. But this memorial, which. 
was read in the Affembly, being drawn up in very un- 
guarded terms, the Order of the Church demanded 
the affembling of the Chambers, that they se de~. 
diberate upon it; and there, through the wife inter~ 
ference of the Prefidents, it was agreed, by way of 
conciliation between the three Orders, that they fhould 
confine themfelves to a verbal deputation, at the head 
of which the Prefidents were deftred, and confented, 
to go. This deputation was commiffioned to infift 
with the Duke de Chaulnes, in order to engage hin: 
to efface the unfavourable impreffions that had been 
given to his Majefty of their conduét, and for that pur~ 
pofe to difpatch a courier, and inform the States of the 
anfwer. ‘The Bifhop of Rennes, who was the fpeaker, 
acquitted himfelf of this office with all the wring Aas 
management the fubject- admitted of ; and the Duke 
de Chaulnes anfwered coolly, but with politenefs, and 
with ftill greater art, that the States were not more 
defirous than he was, that the Nobility fhould juttify 
themfelves to the King, and that they fhould take care 
to do it themfelves, as they might do by prefenting a 
memorial, which he would immediately fend to the 
King by a fpecial‘meffenger. This anfwer being carried 
back to the States, feemed to make them much more 
quiet than-had been expected, ane they trufted, with- 
out difficulty, to the Bifhop of Rennes, and to Count 
Lannion, who had been defired to draw up the me- 
morial. it was then fix o’clock, and the feffion con- 
cluded. 

It is to be obferved, that after the fignature of the 
deliberations of the preceding day, the Prefident of the 
Commonalty reprefented, that by the manner in which 
they had been drawn up, it appeared, the intention of 
the States had not been fulfilled ; which was, not-to 
leave any traces of the accufation brought againft the 
Order of the Nobility, or of the King’s diffatisfaction , 
but this reprefentation, however proper it might. be, 
was not attended ta.. 


? Yelterday 
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eile! morning Count Lannion, who had beer 
in a fever all night, bavi excufed himfelf from com-. 
ing to the States, and the Bifhop of Rennes having 
taken the votes of the Order of Nobility, as is cufto- 
mary in fuch cafes, Count de Lorge was eleéted Firft 
Prefident. "Then the Count de Quelen, who had not 
been able to {peak fora moment the day before, ‘figni- 
fied to the States the demands which the King’s Com-. 
miffioners had charged him to make, for compoundin 
the capitation, the barracks, and the militia ; and alfo 
an order to the Affembly to caufe an account to be 
given to them, without delay, of the feveral Commit- 
tees they had appointed upon the ufual affairs, and, 
among others, of the Committee for fettling the terms 
of the leafes, the bufinefs of which they were exprefly 
charged in their inftrutions to haften. The general 
cry was at firft to refume the affair of the Vingtieme ; 
but the Bifhop of Rennes having ftrongly -reprefented 
the inconfiftency and danger of refufing to deliberate, 
at the very inftant when the States were fo warmly 
employed in juftifying themfelves from the accufation 
which had been preferred againft them, and in prov- 
ing that they never had had this intention---though his 
‘remonftrance was not in general well received, yet he 
pronounced, in the name of his Order, that he de~ 
manded that the feveral Chanibers fhould deliberate 
upon it. The Prefident of the Commonalty then pro- 
pofed to the Order of the Nobility, that if they would 
confent to terminate the memorial of the Vingtieme, 
without making any demands, his Order would accede 
to it. This propofal being haughtily rejected, the 
-Bifhop of Rennes repeated, that the Ecclefiaftical Or- 
der demanded, that the feveral Chambers fhould de- 
liberate upon the King’s requifitions, and, after having 
added at the fame time wpon the affair ef the Ving- 
tieme, he withdrew with his Order. In the mean time 
.the Order of the Commonalty remaining upon the 
fpot, and conferring with the Order of the Nobility, 
with the defign that they might draw nearer to each 
other, more than two hours elapfed in this confli of 
- modifications propofed and reje¢ted. At length the 
Commonalty refolyed to retire to their chamber, and 
: went 
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went out; but, yielding ta the folicitations of the No- 
bility, they came in again prefently after, though it 
was only to lofe another hour, in frefh conferences, as 
unavailing as the former. They therefore went out 
a fecond time, to retire into their chamber, and M. 
Daillon, fome time after, returning alone to refume 
the negociation ; the Nobility feemed to determine up- 
on the conclufian of the memorial of the Vingtieme, 
without making a demands, but with this difference, 
that the Commonalty propofed to do it in the follow- 
ing terms, 

“ Tf the King will liften to his juftice, he will grant 
“us the fuppreffion of the Vingtieme, but if the exi- 
‘“‘ gencies of the State are an obftacle to this, his pa- 
*“ ternal bounty will allow us to compound it, as the 
‘* fole and only method of reconciling the interefts of 
“ his Majefty with the relief of his fubjeéts.” The 
Nobility wanted to add thefe other words, and that 
awe intreat him to grant us. 

This matter was debated fo ftrongly, without either 
fide giving way, that at length eigit o'clock ftriking, 
and the fear of pafling the ntyht in debates having ge- 
nerally prevailed, the three Orders poftponed the whole 
of the deliberations till this morning. - 

Thus it has fometimes happened to travellers, to 
walk a whole day, and at laft find themfelves juft in 
the fame fpot from whence they had fet out. How- 
ever the Clergy had been much difpleafed, that after 
having made the demand of the feparate Chambers, 
and withdrawn to their own, the Commonalty had not 
followed them. They pretended to juftify their con- 
du& by faying, that the Orders ought to have agreed 
about the object that was to be deliberated upon, be- 
fore they had withdrawn to the Chambers. The 
Clergy maintained, that the propofal of the King’s de-~ 
mands having been made, the object of the dciben: 
tion had been fettled, and confequently they had acted 
according to rule. I would not take upon me to af- 
firm, that this conteft will not be renewed this morn- 
ing, and that the refult will not be the fame as yef- 
terday. 

Ona 
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On Sunday, after the figning of the Saturday's de- 
ltberations, the three Orders withdrew to the Cham- 
bers, to deliberate on the memorial concerning the 
Vingtieme, and upon the four papers of the day before, 
(for fo were the orders fent from the King’s Commif- 
floners called.) But among thefe papers, there was an 
order to the States to cau an account to be given to 
them from their Committees; and efpecially of the 
terms of the leafes. This order had been regiftered 
the day before, as well'as the others. At the time of 
the figning, the Nobility were difpleafed at feeing it 
there, and propofed to have it erafed, as it was.neither 
neceflary nor cuftomary to regifter thofe kinds- of or- 
ders; they perfuaded the Order of the Clergy of this, 
and the order was erafed. ‘The Clergy, however, be- 
tng better informed, and enlightened by the opinion of 
the Commonalty, which was, that the regiftry that had 
been made the day before ought to fubfift, returned 
to that opinion. But the butinefs tranfacted in the 
courfe of the day, did not allow time to fet that affair 
to rights. ; 

The States being then affembled in their chambers, 
the deliberations began concerning the memorial of the 
Vingtieme, and’ two hours elapfed before it was irrevo- 
eably finifhed. The Church made a few alterations in 
the demands, which were at laft adopted, and which 
concluded nothing. ‘The memorial was written out 
fair, and tran{mated in the evening, together with the 
juftification of the Nobility, by the Prefidents of the 
Orders, to the Duke de Chautnes, who fent them by 
a Courier, difpatched on Monday at. one o’clock in the 
afternoon. 

The three other papers, concerning the compound- 
ing of the capitation, the impofition of the tax, and 
the adminiftration of the barracks and militia, were af- 
terwards deliberated upon. The Nobility were of opi- 
nion to 61s aa a Committee, to examine what méa- 
fure would be moft advantageous in the prefent fitua- 
tion of affairs, either to compound the capitation or 
not, and to give up, or to take upon themfelves, the 
adminiftration of the barracks, and the militia. ‘Fhe 
opinion of the Clergy and of the Commonalty was uni- 


form, 
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form, to fend a deputation to the King’s Commiffion- 
ers, to demand the diminution of the capitation to four- 
teen hundred thoufand livres *, and to order the im- 
pofition of the barracks and militia, the adminiftration 
of which fhould be made by a fele&t committee. The 
opinions of the three Orders, having been fent to all 
the refpective Chambers, the Chambers re-affembled in 
the hall, and there the Prefidents repeated, each of 
them in the ordinary form, the opinion of their Order; 
and the opinion of the two Orders of the es and 
Commonalty being confiftent, the Bifhop of Rennes 
accordingly pronounced the decifion; but this was 
done amidft the loudeft clamours of the Order of the 
Nobility, which made them determine, a moment af- 
ter, to adjourn the States to the next day, and the 
Bifhop went out with the Clergy and Commonalty, 
‘The Nobility, in the greateft tumult, feemed inclined 
to remain; Count Lannion diffuaded them from it, but 
without making them give up their pretenfions, that 
the deliberation was null, and that upon the matter in 
queftion, the majority of the two Ordeis was not fuf- 
ficient, but that the unanimity-of the three was ne~ 
ceffary. 

The Prefident, in the conference of the evening, 
having informed the King’s Commiffioners of this dit- 
pute, they judged, according to what was prefcribed 
to them in their inftructions, that it was their duty to 
fettle it. Accordingly, they gave the Syndic Attor 
ney General, an order, which declared, on the part of 
the King, that in the cafe in queftion, the majority of 
the Orders had been fufficient to conftitute a decifion, 
and that fuch was the King’s intention, in all fimilar 
cafes or fituations of the fame nature. And the fame 
order commanded M. Berthelot, Clerk of the Records, to 
infcribe the deliberation upon the records, and enjoin- 
ed the Prefidents of the three Orders to fign it, and 
the States to regifter the faid order. 

The Syndic Attorney General prefented himfelf on 
the Monday, at the opening of the feflions, and upon 
the refufal made by the Nobility to hear the delibera- 


wong 
* Upwards of fifty-eight thoufand pounds, 
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tions of the preceding day read, he faid, that he was 
the bearer of an order from the King upon that fubjedt, 
and he delivered it to the Clerk of the Records to read 
it; but the Nobility objected to it with a degree of vi- 
olence, which rofe every time the Bifhop of Rennes 
attempted to fpeak. Perceiving, therefore, the inuti- 
lity of remonftrances and requifitions, which he made 
- feveral times to them, and out of compaffion to Count 
Lannion, who had had a fever all night, and was ftill in- 
commoded with it, he adjourned the States to the next 
day: it was then half an hour after two o'clock. 

he Nobility, in order to affign a reafon for their 
oppofition to their deliberation of the preceding day, 
faid, that it was not according ta form: 1°. Becaufe 
their opinion had not only been previoufly doing juftice 
to the demands of the King, and that the two other 
Orders having voted upon the grounds of the queftion, 
their opinion could not conftitute a majority, fince they 
had not deliberated upon the fame objet 2°, That 
if even it might be faid, that they had deliberated, it 
was not true, that in the bufinefs of impofing a tax, or 
of compounding for one, the majority of the two Or- 
‘ders was fufficient, but that the unanimous opinion of 
all the three was requifite ; and that it was to avoid 
‘the decifion of this queftion, that they had oppofed, 
with fo much warmth, the reading of the order of the 
King’s Commiflioners, being aware, that the order de- 
cided the matter againft them. 

In the mean time, the King’s Commiffioners had 
been fummoned to attend the Duke de Chaulnes, in 
order to go with him to the States, to have the order 
regiftered, and to caufe the deliberation to be figned 
there in their prefence, when they were informed that 
the States had adjourned. | 

The whole evening was {pent in negotiations, ex- 
hortations, and folicitations, to gain over, perfuade, or 
intimidate, the Chiefs of the Nobility. oft of them, 
indeed, confented to agree to the opinion of the twe 
Orders, but wifhed to withhold this confent ’till after 

their return to the chambers, and were defirous that | 
the deliberation of the preceding day fhould be confi- 
. dered as if it had never happened, and efpecially, that 

; a no 
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no mention fhould be made of the order of the King’s 
Commiffioners. 

On the other hand, the King’s Commiffioners-— 
confidering the erafure of the Saturday’s order, and the 
tumultuous refufal of hearing that of the day before 
read, as a contempt of his SMajetty’s authority---in- 
fifted peremptorily, that the firft fhould be re-eftablifh- 
ed, and the fecond regiftered, and that the deliberation 
fhould be figned accordingly : and they made no feru- 
ple of avowing it, that the fate of the Affembly de- 
pended upon it, and that they fhould come there the 
next day for that purpofe. 

4 hings were in this fituation yefterday morning, 
hen of a fudden the fcene fhifted. Count Lannion 
fe to fpeak, and with that perfuafive tone which is 
natural to him, and which he has always found fuccefs- 
ful, he exhorted the Nobility to prevent the entrance of 
the King’s Commiffioners, by ae the opinion of 
the two Orders; and he prevailed. This being done, 
and the deliberation figned, negotiations were entered 
upon with the Duke a Chaulnes, to engage him ta 
withdraw the order of the 30th, which was hecome 
ufelefs, on account of the date of the 29th, which had 
been affixed to the deliberation ; and he confented to 
it. So that matters returned to the point from whence 
they had departed on Sunday. Three fucceffive de- 
putations were fent to the King’s Commiffioners, at 
the head of the laft of which were the Prefidents, to 
demand the reduction of the capitation to 1,400,000 
livres *. All thefe three deputations having been in- 
effectual, probably this morning, new meafures will be 
taken, to be difpenfed from dlbsracue definitively up- 
on this article, ’till the arrival of the anfwer to the 
memorial of the Vingtieme, which is expeéted on Sa- 
turday or Sunday, by the return of the Courier dif- 
patched on Monday. . 
The feffions of the Wednefday and Thurfday have 
been very quiet, and the three Orders have been in 
perfect harmony. They deliberated unanimoufly upon 
_the report of the Prefident de Bedée. SwEe the 
three 






* Upwards of fifty-eight thoufand pounds. 
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three Orders acceded to the opinion of the Nobility of 
the 29th, upon the fubje€t of the capitation, and to 
appoint a Committee to examine, if, in the prefent cir- 
cumftances, it would be advantageous or not, to accept’ 
a compofition; and the feflion ended bY. agrecing to 
proceed the next day: to the election of a fubftitute ; 
which took up the whole time of yefterday’s fitting. 
M. Chapelier was elected by the votes of the Clergy 
and Commonalty. He had eighteen votes in the 
Church, twenty in the Commonalty, and forty-five in 
the Nobility. M. Jelin had had feventy-feven votes in 
the Nobility, fixteen in the Church, and fixteen in the 
€ommonalty. M. Abeille hed had no more than forty- 
nine votes in the Nobility, one in the Church, and five 
in the Commonalty. The election being over, a wif 
was expreffed to eleG& a fecond; and it was decided 
unanimoufly, by the three Orders, to fend a: new depu~ 
tation to the King’s Commiffioners; to whom the Duke. 
de Chaulnes has been gracioufly pleafed this time. to. 
promife to write about it. 

It feems-as. it were fettled, that the King’s Commif- 
fioners are to fend this morning to the States, to make- 
the demand, of the ufual funds of two-hundred thous 
fand livres * for the fubfiftence of the troops, of fifty 
thoufand livres t for the ftuds, and of eight thoufand 
livres t for the Marfhalfea, and the Sele€t Committee 
fhall begin their report. 

By advices from Britany, dated: 5th of November, 
we are informed, that the King’s Courier had brought 
to the Duke de Chaulnes.an anfwer to the laft-memo- 
rial of the States, which he-has not chofen to commu- 
nicate, but has verbally faid, that the King perfifted in 
his firft anfwer, and would be obeyed. 

The affembly of the States, holden in confequence, 
has been very turbulent. A great ferment was parti; 
cularly excited againft the Bifhop of Rennes, and they. 
feparated without concluding any thing. They were 

ta: 


* Upwards of eight thoufend poundse. 
Upwards of two thoufand pounce. 
Upwards of three hundred pounds. 
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to affemble again the next day. Things were in this 
ftate when the poft fet out. 

The fitting of the Sunday paffed in negotiations, ta 
lerably peaceable, between the Nobility and the two 
other Orders. After having in vain attempted to pre- 
vail upon them to fend a deputation to demand a com~- 
pofition, at firft plainly and afterwards in obfcure terms, 
finding that they could obtain nothing of them while 
they remained at variance, and being defirous of know- 
ing the Jaft anfwers which the Commiffioners had re- 
ceived upon the fubject of the Vingtieme, they propof- 
ed to folicit the Duke de Chaulnes, that he would be 

leafed to fend to the Affembly the letter which he 
ad received in anfwer to their memoria]. The Cler- 
thinking the demand of the letter unhandfome, and 
indifcreet, foftened the matter, by propofing to intreat 
him ,only to‘ communicate to the States the anfwers 
which he had received to their memorial; and the 
Nobility confented to it. ‘The Commonalty added, to 
inquire if the Duke had not received any more favour- 
able and more circuinftantial anfwers to their memo- 
rial, than thofe he had notified to them the day before ; 
opinions were accordingly taken, and the deputation 
was fent according to the opinion of the two orders of 
the Clergy and Nobility ; and the States, after having 
appointed the deputation, and having commiffioned 
them to give an account of it the next day, adjourn 
ed: it was then four o’clock. 

The Duke de Chaulnes made anfwer to the depu- 
tation, that he had fent them, the day before, the only 
anfwer he had to give with regard to the fuppreflion, 
and compofition ; and that, with refpect to their grie~ 
vances, if they would colle& them all, and appoint a 
Committee to draw them up, and confer upon them 
with the King’s Commiffioners, he declared to them, 
that his Majelty had authorifed him to redrefs in the 
prefent fittings, thofe which fhould appear well found~ 
ed to him. : 

This anfwer being reported the next day to the Af- 
fembly, was received with more 1ll-temper than ever ; 
the only reply made to it, was a general exclamation: 
To the Chambers !---and accordingly the Orders retired 

to 
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to them, and ftill remain there; for the fittings of yef- 
terday, and of Monday were null; and they ended at 
three o'clock, the Chambers ftill affembled, as it had 
been agreed to in retiring to them. | 

By letters from Rennes, dated the roth of this month, 
we hear, that the States aflemble every day as inetfec- 
tually, from ten o'clock in the morning till two o’clock 
in the afternoon, and always feparate with the Cham- 
bers affembled, without doing any thing; that the No- 
bility perfift in not attending to any other deliberations, 
except on the compofition; and that the two other 
Orders, perfift in not acceding to this, being not inclin- 
ed to agree to a formal demand of a compofition ; that 
on the gth, the King’s Commiffioners had fent an order 
to the Syndic Attorney General, at the opening of the 
Affembly, to read the decree of the Council of the 2d 
of November, ferving as an anfwer to the memorial of 
the grievances upon the Vingtieme ; which was accord- 
ingly done: that the Order of the Nobility, without 
any other anfwer or deliberation, adjourned the States 
for the next day; that this had been done, notwith- 
ftanding the reprefentations of the Bifhop of Rennes, 
and Count Lannion, who were defirous that this decree 
fhould be fubmitted to the examination of the Com- 
mittee of the Vingtieme, to give an account of it to the 
Affembly, and make their obfervations upon it; that 
this decree contains eight articles, which determine the 
form of the declarations, and pronounces double and 
quadruple penalties, even retrofpective, for the years 
1750, 1751 and 1752, againft thofe who fhall have 
made falfe declarations. 


Anfwer of the States of Britany to the King’s Com- 


mi ffoners. 


« THE States of Britany have nothing more dear 
to them than the nghts of franchife, and liberties of 
their country ; they cannot in honour and confcience 
confent to any encroachment upon thofe rights which 
their anceftors have tranfmitted to them as the moft 
precious portion of their inheritance. 

“ The 
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** The moft effential of thefe rights is, that no levy 
of money can be fet on foot or continued, in their 
country, without their confent, nor beyond the dura~ 
tion of that confent. This fundamental point of the 
conftitution of their government, which their ancient 
Sovereigns, at their coronation, {wore to maintain, and 
the obfervance of which has been folemnly promifed in 
1532, when Britany was united to France with the 
confent of our forefathers ; this right, acknowledged 
in all the contraéts which the States have fince pafled 
with the Commiffioners of the Kings, preleceilors of 
his Majefty, and with thofe of his prefent Majefty like- 
wife, has ee violated in the impofition and collection 
of the Vingtieme, and is evidently threatened with fur- 
ther encroachments in future. 

“‘ This grievance affects the States fo fenfibly, and 
it is a matter of fo much importance to them that it 
fhould be redreffed, that it makes them forget, in the 
prefent moment, every thing they have fuffered from 
the adminiftrators of the Vingtieme, however injurious 
that may have been. They cannot conceive that a 
Sovereign fo equitable as their glorious Monarch, 
fhould with to annihilate fo authentic a right ; a right, 
which he maintains and preferves himfelf, by the fo- 
lemn promifes he makes to the States, in the contraéts 
which his Commiffioners pafs every two years in his 
name with them. | . 

“ Thefe States deferve the more that this right 
fhould be preferved to them, as they themfelves have 
made it yield, as much as poffible, to the exigencies of 
the kingdom ; and it is upon the fame principles that 
they -perfift in offering to impofe the Vingtieme upon 
themfelves, and to raife, till the holding of the tb 
fequent States, in two years hence, upon the-funds ap~ 
propriated to the Dixieme, the fum of nine hundred 
thoufand livres* per annum, and to tranfmit this fum 
to the finking fund, as the amount of this compofi- 
tion; which they cannot agree to upon any other 
terms: every other mode of levying this tax being too 
oppreflive to the people of Britany ! 

: Letter 


* Thirty-feven thoufand five hundred pounds, 
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Letter written from Rennes, 12 November. 


“« WE are at the laft gafp, and nething but a mira- 
*¢ cle can fave us. Yefterday morning, at the open- 
ing of the Affembly, the King’s Commiffioners, fig- 
nied to the States, by the Syndic Attorney Gene-~ 
*‘ ral, the fubjoined order of his Majefty, with an in- 
jundtien to read, to regifter, and to execute it, ac 
cording to its form and tenour, under pain of difo- 
obedience. ‘The order being read, two hours were 
paffed in dreadful confufion, a great number of the 
“ Order of the Nobility inftigating each other to go 
* out of the Affembly, and all of them were refolved 
net to regifter it. In the midft of this tumult—- 
when the reprefentations of the Prefidents, concern- 
ing the pes and obedience due to an order 
from the King, fignified to them with the moft au- 
thentic form and authority, could not be heard, or 
not attended to--the Commonalty demanded the 
“‘ Chambers, and the Clergy being of the fame opi- 
nion, they withdrew to them; and there, after hav- 
ing refifted all the conferences and infinuations of 
“‘ the Nobility---who wanted to engage them to fend 
a deputation to his Majefty’s Commiffioners, to in- 
“ treat them to withdraw the King’s order---the Coin- 
monalty fent in their opmion to regifter it. The 
Clergy waited for a long while, to give the Order 
“ of the Nobility time to fend in their opmion; but 
after having waited in vain till feven o’clock, they 
fent their own, which was the fame as that of the 
Commonalty, to regifter the order; and at nine 
o'clock the three Orders agreed to withdraw reci- 
*‘ procally, the Chambers ftill continuing affembled. 
“ God only knows what will be the event of this 
* to-day.” 

“ Atthe meeting of Friday, the Bifhop of Rennes 
“ piceocs to withdraw into the chambers, to deli- 
“‘ berate upon the decree of Council of the fecond of 
“‘ this month, and accordingly demanded the Cham-~ 
*“‘ bers. The Commonalty were. of ‘the fame opinion, 
‘‘ and went there. But the Order of the Nobility per- 
‘* fifted in fixing the bufinefs to the general bie cf 
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the Vingtieme, without making mention of the de- 
cree of Council. A memorial was, however, read 
in the Order-of Nobility, containing obfervations on 
the difpofitions of the faid decree ; which tended to 

rove, that, far from redrefling our grievances, it 
increafed them ; and the Clergy, on their part, are 
employed on the fame object, and are alfo inclined 
to find obftacles and great difficulties in the execu- 
tion of the faid decree. But the events of the day 
before have prevented any thing being done upon 
this matter. The opinion of the Commonalty-had 
been, to fend the fatd decree to the Committee of 
the Vingtieme, in order that the obfervations they 
might make upon it fhould be fent by deputation to 
the King’s Commiffioners, after they had been ap- 
proved of in the Affembly.” 


By tHe King’s, CommManp. 


* The King being iMRI thet by an abnfe 
which has been introdueagigmmpave States of Britany, 
one of the Orders, being déffous of hindering ghy 
deliberation upon the aifaiis fignified to the ed 
refufed to give any opinion; fo that the difpatch of: 
the faid affairs is entnely ftopped : and his Majefty, 







wifhing to reform an abufe as injurious to h 
as to the real intereft of the province, hase 
manded, and doth cammand, that each of @imid 
three Orders fhall deliberate, and give their Syijjibn 
without any delay, upon all the faid affairs, of what- 
ever nature they may be; and as foon as one ofthe 
faid Orders fhall have given their opinion, the ¢gvo 
others fhali be obliged to give theirs within four-ahd- 
twenty hours, without any regard to the rank which 
it may have been cuftomary to have been obferved 
amongit themfelves in giving it; the whole on pain 







of difobedience. And in cafe one of the faid two 


Orders, which may have delayed in giving their opi- 
nion, fhould refufe to give it in the tour-and-twenty 
hours, his Majefty’s pleafure is, that as this refufal 
can only be confidered as an opinion contrary to 


that of the two other Ordeis, the deliberatiganye 
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« be and remain formed by the plurality of the two 
« Orders againft one; and, as fuch, inferted in the 
“« regiiter, and figned by the Prefidents of the three 
Orders. This his Majefty will have executed, not- 
withftanding all protefts, oppofitions, and other acts 
of refiftance ; which from this prefent time he de- 
clares null and of no effect. Neverthelefs, his Ma- 
«‘ jefty does not mean, that one of the faid Orders re- 
“‘ fufing to give their opinion, the deliberation fhould 
‘© be confidered as formed by the fuffrages of the two 
*¢ other Orders, in thofe cafes, wherein, according to 
“the regulations of the faid States, the deliberations 
“ cannot be formed but by the fuffrages of the three 
«* Orders. His Majefty enjoins his Commiffioners to 
the faid States, to caufe the prefent order to be read 
in their Affembly, to have it tranfcribed upon the 
regifter of their deliberations, and to attend ftriétly 
to the execution of itgyyone at fontainebleau, the 
24th of October, 
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A «© And lower down, PHELIPPEAUX.” 
e 
By letters from Britany of the 15th we learn, that 
the Diabulity had done all in their power to engage the 
ora @y., {end a deputation to the King’s Commiffi-. 
Sere@ers-ommunicate their obfervations to them, up- 
on Wimwecree of the 2d of this month, and to draw 
a ¢oMlufion from them ;---that, being employed toge- 
ther upon this principal affair of the Affembly, the or- 
der ef the King had arrived unfeafonably ; but that 
the Clergy would not fubmit to it, and the Nobilit 
had deputed four of their members to intreat the King’s: 
Commiffioners to withdraw this order ;—-that the Duke 
de Chaulnes anfwered them, with a great deal of po- 
litenefs, that their demand could not be complied with ; 
~--that the marks of good-will, with which ‘this an- 
fwer was foftened, made the Nobility receive it with 
good temper ;---that Count Lannion went to the Duke 
himfelf, and received the fame anfwer, accompanied 


witch Web regret on the part of M, de Chaulnes, not 
: to 
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to be able to fhew them this civility ; that on Monday 
morning, the Duke de Chaulnes, and. the King’s Com- 
miffioners,: fignified to the Affembly, that they would 
come there ;~—-that the Duke.de Chaulnes having taken 
his place, putting his hat on, and belng feated, faid, 
that having been informed that the King’s order had 
not been regiftered, he was come to have it regiftered 
in his prefence: he caufed it to be read by the Secre- 
tary, infcribed in the regifter of deliberations, and 
figned by the Prefidents of the three Orders, and had 
a copy of it tranfcribed for him immediately ;---that 
Count Lannion had prevailed upon the’ Order of No- 
bility, to behave with refpeét and filence, and they 
ftri€tly kept to it, as well as the two other Orders ;--- 
that after the departure of the King’s Commiffioners, 
the Order of the Nobility adopted different opinions, 
but without tumult, to remonftrate to the King upon 
the faid order ;---that on the 14th in the morning, this 
plan of remonftrances was read to the Affembly, and 
approved of by the three Orders, which directed that 
they fhould be inferibed upon the regifter, and carried 
by a deputation to the King’s Coinmillioners; who were 
to be folicited to fupport them with their good offices 
which was accordingly done. The object of the re~ 
monftrances is, to A ee the right- of the States to 
enjoy the interior economy of their deliberations, and 
of their regulations, and to fhew that the King’s or- 
der could have no other motive than to take that gight 
from them, which his Majefty’s goodnefs induces them 
not to fear; or that of punifhing them for the abufe 
of it, of which they endeavour to juftify themfelves ;-—- 
that on the 15th they were in the Chambers affem- 
bled, at the going off of the poft, to deliberate upon 
the fubject of the decree af Council of the 2d of this 





Weiieet, from Britany, that the States affembled 
the 15th}~had retired into the Chambers. to deliberate 
upon the plan of fixing the objet of their grievances ; 
---that after fome debates it was agreed, that, with- 
out lofing time upon the object of the compofition, or 
upon the adminiftration, the Prefidents fhould tacnly 
confer. with the King’s Commiffionets, in ager that 

Vou. Il M ~~" their 
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‘their anfwer might be’ deliberated ‘upon the next-day ; 
---that the Duke de Chaulnes, as the only anfwer to 
‘the Préfidents, had fhewn them three letters; one from 
‘the King, another from the Keeper of the Seals, and 
‘the lat from M. deSt. Florentin, which exprefsly forbade 
him to liften to any ‘thing more about the affair-of the, 
Vingtieme, upon any pretence whatfoever; but that, 
‘notwithftanding this, be would take upon himfelf to 
write about it, if the States fent him a deputation for 
‘this purpofe, being perfuaded that 4iis Majetty had only 
-Tefufed to allow Britany to compotind, becaufe no other 
province of the States had obtained this privilege ;. that 
the inftance of Languedoc made him hope he fhould 
-obtain for the States the fame adminiftration of the 
“Wingtieme as that province had ;---that this anfwer did 
not in the leaft fatisfy the’ Nobility---who declared, 
they would not afk for nor adopt any other plan of 
adminiftration than that which the States fhould have’ 
judged capable to redrefs their grievances. Upon which 
the three Orders appointed’‘Deputies from each of 
them, to agree upon the principal points of the plan 
of adminiftration, and to draw up the articles, which 
were fixed to the number of : fix ;---that it was decided 
by the States, that the Deputies who had drawn up 
thef articles, fhould go to M. de Chaulnes, in order 
to confer with him upon them, without, however, en- 
tezjng into any engagement, till after they had them- 
feMis made their report to the States of the delibera- 
_ tions takén in confequence ; that thofe Deputies hav- 
“ing laid before M. de Chaulnes the defire, and the rea- 
fons of the Affembly for obtaining an adminiftration of 
the Vingtieme which might redrefs their gtievances, he 
had fhewed them the fame letters as before, and that 
the only reafon which’ @eukf’authorize him to liften, 
. and to propofe any demand from them ugiepthe fub- 
" je&t of the Vingtieme, and which he woutQsagpe ‘upon 
“himéelf if’ the States made‘the propofal to him; was to 
‘fupplicate his Majefky to grant theni the fame admi- 
“filtration of the Vingtieme,’ which his Majefty had 
far to the States of Languedoc; that he‘could do 
Hothmg more; and that he exhorted the Chiefs to 
_ ref Mpon the danger of infifting upon. any thing 
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further; and that he had giyenway only to the re- 
| oe folicitations of the: De : 





, that he would 

ften to the plan of their adminiftration ;---that it was 
much to be feared this anfwer, whéh reported to the 
Affembly on the 17th, would rekindle in the Order of 
the Nobility that flame which had raged with great 
‘violence the day before. . 

By the letters from Rennes of the 19th, we learn, 
that M. de Chaulnes’ -anfwer had not fatished the No~ 
bility, but that, notwithftanding, they had heard it 
with better temper than was expected ; and that, upon 
the reprefentations of the Prefidents of the three Or- 
ders, who had informed them, that this was the only 
mode the Dake de Chaulnes had-the power to take 
upon himfelf, the States had agreed to fend a deputa- 
tion to the Duke, to intreat him to write, -in confor- 
mity to his anfwer, and to know what treatment Bri- 
tany might expeé, in relation to her unhappy fituati- 
on, to her rights, and the difference in the nature of 
her property, in order that, upon. the anfwer from the 
Court, communicated to the Affembly, the States 
might follow the méafures they thought moft proper s 
---that accordingly the Duke de Chaulnes had fent off 
a Courier, whofe return was expected on Tuefday 
evening ;~--that the reft of the fitting was taken up in 
continuing the report of the intermediate Committee ; 
~--that the Bishop of Rennes made a report of three 
matters concerning the five larger farms, and upon 
which they had determined ;---that they might ‘have 
continued to receive the reports of the two other Com- 
mittees, but that the Nobility had ofpofed this ;---and 
that it appeared no other report would be made till 
the return of the Duke de Chaulnes’s Courier. 

By the letters from Rennes, dated the 22d, we ate 
informed, that no other bufinefs had been done fince 
Sunday, but to continue the report of the intermediate 
Committee, from which fome few articles of little im- 
portance had been extra&ted, which had: been delibe- 
rated upon ;---that the contents of the news'arrived 
the; day before from Court, were not yet known, 
though it had tranfpwed that they were unfavourable ; 
---that the courier extraordinary was expected, who 

M 2 was 
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pe to atrive in ‘the ‘evening, and bring the anfwer 
ack. ma | 
The write from Rennes of the 24th, that the King’s 
Commiffioners had entered, the day before, into the 
Affembly of the States ;---that the Duke de Chaulnes 
had caufed to be read and re iftered there three letters, 
one from the King, which forbids, upon any pretence 
whatever, all remonftrances upon the fubje = 
Vingtieme, his Majefty having prono  ~ ‘| 
upon.that matter, inhis decree of ~ —S— “the 2d 
of this month, upon penalty of difgt ence ; another 
from the Keeper of the Seals, wha’ fignifies, in the 
ftrongeft terms, the diffatisfactieg of the King with re- 
gard to the conduct of the States, and orders that they 
fhould be feparated, upon the firft refufal they fhall 
make of deliberating, at the end of four-and-twenty 
hours; that his Majefty condefcends, by favour, to 
grant them the fame adminiftration upon the Vingtieme, 
as he had juft granted to the States of Languedoc : the 
Jaft letter, from M. de St. Florentin, explains the in- 
tentions of the King, refpecting his Majefty’s order of 
ithe 24th of Otober laft, the execution of which is or- 
dered in perpetuity, and in cafe of oppofition, the Af- 
fembly is to be feparated. The Duke, after having 
amade the Prefidents fign thefe letters, had ordered a— 
copy of them to be taken; and that every thing had 
paffed in the moft profound filence on the part of the 
States---that after the Commuiffioners were gone ont, 
feveral of the Nobility had propofed, as their only re- 
fource in th@prefent conjuncture, to draw a verbal 
rocefs of the proceedings of the States fince the open- 
ing of them, and afterwards to defire M. de ChauJnes 
to clofe them ; but that the majority of the States had 
formally oppofed this propofal ;---that the Bifhop of 
Rennes, having attempted to shew, in the ftrongeft and 
moft pathetic terms, the danger and ill confequences of 
the leaft.refiftance to the King’s will, this had occafi- 
oned the moft violent tumult; and that, in order’ to 
put an end to it, the retiring to the Chambers had been 
demanded, to continue the report of the affairs al- 
ready begun: affairs of little importance. | 
ar <7 November 
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November 26. The laft fetlion has been as tumul- 
LuoUs as Faas teen anes The propofal made there’ 
by the King’s Commiffioners, to proceed to fettle the 
new leafe of the farms, met with the warmett oppofi- 
tion on the part of the Nobility ; and to calm this heat, 
all the eloquence and firmnefs of the Bifhop of Rennes 
was neceflary, as well as all the flexibility and addrefs 
of Count Lannion. They have had ample occafion to 
exert and to difplay their talents, from the acrimony 
that ‘prevailed in the Affembly ; which perhaps: they 
may folie fo far as to induce them to obey the order: 
of the King’s Commiffioners. 

November 29. After feveral debates upon the re-- 
port of the Committee on the fubjeét of the terms of* 
the leafes, it was agreed to depute to the King’s Com- 
miffioners, to afk their approbation of the alterations’ 
which the States meant to make in the prefent leafe. 
The Duke de Chaulnes, after having confulted with’ 
the other Commiffioners upon the two alterations which 
were the fubjeét of difpute, foftened the firft, which 
confifted in communicating to the parties concerned, 
the verbal proceffes in cafes of rahelien. before. they 
were brought into a Court of juftice; but he abfo- 
jutely refufed the fecond, which was, that the States 

fhould be allowed to fix the price of brandy. Two 
other deputations fent to the Commiffioners upon the 
fame fubject, upon the folicitations of the Nobility. 
have been equally unfuccefsful. The Duke de Chaulnes 
has proceeded, upon his own authority, to the firft 
Graclammon of the leafe by the Heralds of the States ; 
the refu‘al of being allowed to fix the price of brandy, 
has thrown the Nobility into fuch a rage, that the en- 
fuing feffion will moft probably be rendered null by it, 
as the two pieceding ones, 

In the Affembly of the States of the ift of Decem- 
ber, the farm of the duties, after many debates among 
the three Orders, has been adjudged to M. Daucour, 
at four millions five hundred thoufand livres-*, not- 
withitanding the menaces and protefts on the part of 

thirty 


* One hundred and eighty-feyen thoufand five hundred 
pounds, . 
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thirty of the members, who were of an opinion con 
trary to this determination, under pretence that it 
ought not to have been paffed till after the terms had 
been depofited in the Secretary’s office. — 

By the letters from Rennes of the 3d of December, 
we learn, that the feflions have been very tuinultuous, 
upon the fubje& of the proclamations made againft the 
will of the States, and of the advanced prices recgimed ; 
againft which the Nobility wanted to roteft Sen 
ftrongeft terms, declaring the proclama@on8 made, the 
advanced prices received, and belie thar 
might follow, abfolutely null, and expofing all the in- 
fringements that had been made in the prefent feffion, 
ae the rights, liberties and franchifes of the province; 
ut that the Church had al ng to foften mat- 
8 









ters as much as poffible, andi@® length brought ‘the 
States to confent to the follo determination... 
_“ THE States, perceiving that the roclamation, 
“‘ and the-fetting. up of the farms to,fale, have been 
‘* made befare the serms were depofited in the Secre- 
“* tary’s office,.againft the difpdfition, of Article ILI. 
‘* chap. vii. of the regulation of 1687, and without 
* obferving the iptervals. prefcribed by the faid regula- 
“ tion, proteft againft the form in which. thefe, procla~ 
‘ mations have been. made; and accordingly charge 
“ the Syndic Attorney General, and the Deputies in 
** Court to attend, that in future the faid regulation 
** fhall be obferved according to its form and tenour.” 

The fecond advanced price, which was fettled by 
the King’s Commiffioners, was adjudged to M.. Darig« 
non for ive millions *, and againft the with of al) the 
Nobility, the major part of whom withdrew. Pre- 
vious to this, it had been propofed, on the part of the 
Commiffioners, to deliberate upon different gratifica- 
tions to be granted; among others, 15,000 livres ¢ to 
the Duke, and as much to the Duchefs de Chaulnes. 
‘The Nobility oppofed the entering into any delibera- 
tion on this fubieat. | 

By the letters from Rennes of the 8th, we are in- 
formed, that the decree of Council for the adminiftra- 
ion 


«a 


- Upwards of two hundred thoufand pounds. 
f Siz hundred and twenty-five pounds. - 
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tion of the Vingtieme was not yet arrived; and that the 
States appeared very impatient for it. 

That in their-laft butinefs, they had granted feveral 
penfions, and bought a ftallion of Limoges for the ftuds. 
of the Bifhopric of Quimper, at 1,500 livres *. 

That on the Thurfday morning, the Duke Chaulnes,. 
alone and without guards, according to cuftom, had. 
come-into the Affembly, to recommend, in the name 
of his moft Serene Highnefs, the Duke of Penthievre,, 
the Bifhop of Vannes, the Marquis de la Riviere, and. 
M. du Bodan, Mayor of Vannes, for the deputation. 
to the Court; the Abbé Cué, the Marquis de la Mai- 
fons, and M. Kerebar Sénéchal de Léon, for. the depu- 
tation to the Chamber of Accounts. The States with- 
drew into the chambers to deliberate, and they delibe- 
rated at the fame time upon the continuation of their. 
Treafurer in his employment ; upon which the opinion - 
of the three Orders was unanimous. 

By the letters from Rennes of the 1oth, we learn,. 
that M. de Lorgeril, Dean. of the Nobility, had been | 
ele€ted Preftdent of that Order: -and that. the States 
had deliberated upon the granting of extraordinaty 
gratuities to the Prefidents.ot the Orders, to jadeninity 
them for the extraordinary expences of their table.;. 
and that a gratuity of 95,000 livres + bad been grant-" 
ed for this pu , belides the 40,000 livres fu ually 
allowed to the Prefidents: thiat.the cuftomary. gratui- 
ties had alfo been granted to the-8gndica Attornies Ge~. 
neral, and an extraordinary gretyity..of 6,000 livres § 
to the Count de Quelen. ee 

That the Bifhop of Rennes intreated the States‘ to 
take in good part the refwfal he thought himfelf ob- 
liged to make, of the gratuity of 30,000 livres | they 
had granted ; and M, A Chaulnes refufed, with a great 
deal of politenefs, thaja&,000 livres ** which the States. 
had offered him in teffmony of their gratitude, bis poft: 
not 


* 





’ 






; t* gee 


* About fixty guiness. 
Near four thoufand pounds, 
i Between one and two thoufand pounds 
Two hundred and fifty pounds. 
@ One thoufand two.fandred and fifty pounds, 
¥* Six hundred and twenty-five pounds, 
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not allowing him to accept of this prefent without an 

order from the King. 

* That afterwards a fum of 139,250 livres f was fet- 

tled for the bufinefs of the pass atue, which M. le 

Moyne is commiffioned to make; and the different 
pe vacant were difpofed of in favour of the mi- 

itary Cadets. : 

That the Commonalty efpoufed the caufe of M. 
Duclos againft the Order of the Nobility, who had re- 
fufed to join him to the Deputies in Court to take care 
of the bufinefs of the King’s ftatue, as he had been af- 
fociated with them in the feffions of 1744, 1748, and 
1750, in which he was perfonally charged to compofe 
the infcription. 

By the letters from Rennes of the 13th, the Com- 
miffioners have again propofed the regiftering of the 
four decrees of Council in queftion. The States have 
not agreed to this propofal, and it has tranfpired, that’ 
the Co annnibiier, are to go to the Affembly, to en 
force the bi leis of thefe decrees. The Clergy and 
the Commonalty having been of opinion to fet a part 
a fund of 600,000 livres ¢ for the high roads, the Bi- 
fhop of Resnes has announced this decifion, in the 
midft of the greateft tumult, and the Nobility have 
protefted that the decifion was null, on account of the 
want of unanimity in the three Orders. 

From Renpes,: the tgth,’’ The States have commif-" 
fioned their deputtéy in ‘Court, to endeavour to obtain 
from the Kingterat- which they mean to afk for, re- 
{pecting the Sigh rodds,. for which a fum of 600,000 
livres has been decreed. 

The King’s Commiffioners came into the Affembly 
on Wednefday, where the Duke de Chaulnes cauf- 
ed to be regiftered, in his .prefence, the four de- 
crees which the States had vejpted. After their de- 
parture, the Nobility exclaimeg.violently againft this 
regiftry, and refolved to comméffion the Deputy and 
Syadic Attorney General to form an oppofition to the 
faid decrees, and to repair to Court, after the clofing of 
the States, to make remonftrgpces to the King upon 
this fubject. We 

After 


+ Near fix choufand pounds. 
J Twenty-five thoufand pounds. 
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After this the Syndic Attorney General caufed the 
decree of Council to be read, concerning the adminif-. 
tration of the Vingtieme, which contains five articles. 
As it was late, the deliberation was poftponed to the 
next day ; and, in order to appoint the Commiffioners 
of this Contmittee, the Nobility obliged on this day 
the States to take the opinions by fcrutiny ; and there 
was amajority of io7 votes ‘againft 28, to reject the 
adminiftration, as infufficient to remedy the total ruin 
of the province, and even to refufe their confent to the 
impofition of the Vingtieme. ‘The Orders being all of 
giereat opinions in the Affembly, the deliberation up- 
on them has been poftponed to the morrow; but the 
tefolute oppofition of the Nobility does not permit us 
to hope for any good fuccefs. . 

' The Nobility perfifting in their opinion, and the 
other two Orders not agreeing upon theirs, the Com+ 

monalty and the Church were defirous that there - 
fliould be no decifion; but the Nobility, pretending | 
that the rejeCtion of the adminiftration would follow of 
courfe, infifted, that of the three different opinions, 

theirs ought to have the afcendant, and to form the 

decifion, not only to rejeét the adminiftration, but alfo 

to refufe their confent to the impofition of the tax. 

The feffion was obliged to be clofed, and the Syndic 

Attorney General returned .to the King’s Commiffion- 

ers the decree of the adminiftration, which they took 

back on the 16th.. The Nobility, ftill perfifting in the 

fame principles, feemed as if they would not yield; but 

at length’ they gave way, and agreed to the propofal : 
‘of inferting the three. opinions in the regifter, adding 
to them’ the ‘following words: ~“ Accordingly, the 
“States Have commiffroned the Syndic Attorney Ge- 
‘* neral. to return to the. King’s Commiffioners the. de- 
“ cree-of Council’ of the 8th of this month, and: the - 
“ document fubjoined to it.” | : 

The Commitree for the poll-tax are to make their 
report,’ uporr’ which :the States are to delibérate whe- 
‘ther they will decept of d compofition or not. 
“Phe jaft fittings of the’ Affembly of the States of 
Britany have been more or lefs tumultuous, accord- 
ing to the nature of the ea they have had to dif- 
| ae 


cufs. . 
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cufs. As they are of little confequence, no notice has 
been taken of them. Let it fuffice to fay, that the No- 
bility have always maintained their fyftem, and they. 
have acceded only by compulfion to the decifions that 
were contrary to their fenfe of things., They have 
drawn up a memorial, in form of remonftrances to the 
King, which the Deputies in Court, are commiiffioned 
to prefent, and the minute of which has been depofited 
m the office. It was reckoned, that the States might 
have been clofed on the 2:ft inthe evening ; but the 
feffion having ended too late, this cannot 1 till the 
23d of this month. ) 

At length, information has been received, that the 
States had been clofed on the 23d, with a proteft on 
the part of-the Nobility, againit all that has been 
done contrary to their opinions and privileges. The 
hee and Duchefs de Chaulnes, returned yefterday to 

aris. 


Lift of thofe of the Nobility of Britany, who hawe Letters 
. of Cachet, and the Place of their Confinement. 


.M. and Madame de Pyré, at Saintes. . 
‘M. de Kerfaufon, at Iffoire at Auvergne. 
M. de le Bernerais, at Angouléme. 
M. de Kerquefec, at Ganat, in Bourbonnois. 
M. de Keratrice, at Iffigny, in Normandy. 
M. de Begas, his uncle, at Vitoux, in Burgundy,. 
M. de Begas, his nephew, at Gueret, in the pro- 
* vince of la Marche. ar ; 
M. du Lattay St. Péon, at Nevers... > 
M: Dutheya Baron, Senefchal of Quintin, at Mont~ 
morillon, in Poitou. a 
M. de Vavincourt, at the Mount. St. Michel. 
M. Defchard, to the Charigains, at Pontorfon. 
_M. Bedogere, at Angouléme, 
_. Mefiieurs de Troufier, de Langotzla, de-Sceaux, and 
Te Mantier, are to he confthed, and conducted, as the 
two. preceding gentlemen,. into caftles, by the Mas- 
fhalfea, and at their own expences, im, ee 3 
_ tis not known where the Bifhop of Rennes has re- 
eyes order to remain, in his diocefe. io, at 
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N° IH. 


Abridgment af the Life of Lewis Mandrin*, Captate- 
vA a Band of Smugglers 3 with an exalt? Account of 
bis being takete- of the Execution of his -Sen~ 
tence. i ee 











at Saint Etienne 2 @tint-Geoirs 
the coaft of Saint André, in Dau 
the fervice ih France, as foon as Re was old & 
to carry a mufket. He deferted. He foon re-entered 
the kingdom, where two of his brothers and he took 
to coining. Being purfued, and thrown into prifon at. 
Grenoble, one of them was hanged, another. fént to 
the galleys. Mandrin alone efcaped; he was never- 
thelefs condemned, it is faid, for: non-appearance, to 
the gallows. Finding himfelf outlawed, and not know- 
ing what to do, he turned jockey, which employment 
he followed fome years ;- but having committed a mur- 
der, he was again condemned to be broken upon the 
wheel, by a jeciee of the Parliament of Grenoble. 
He afterwéigds became a Captain of Smugglers, a¥et of 
vagabondswwatlawed as he was... His extortions, the 
murdefs, and other crimes which he continued for near 
two years, are made public in the fentence pronounced . 
againft him at Valentia, the ae of May 1755. | 
Mandrin, with Saint-Pierre, brother to his Major, and 
five or fix more-of his people, were furprifed in the night: 
from the 10th to the 11th of May, by the Clerks of 
the farms..of the Dauphiay, who bad difguifed them-. 
felves: he did not make the leaft -refiftance ; and they: 
conducted hin te Valen¢oix, with a ftrong salts 









* This piece has been written by order of Gogifiment, to 
Yaake it believed ‘that Mfandrin was not taken up D¥ the King’s 
te and that this was done. withopt the confer of the 

urt 
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The firft four days every body was permitted to 
fpeak to the prifoner: he anfwered with tolerable po- 
litenefs all the queftions that were afked him, when not 
indifcreet ; at other times, he anfwered bluntly, efpe- 
cially to the Monks and Ecclefiaftics ; but he did this 
only when he was in liquor. M. Levet had given or- 
ders to give him whatever he fhould afk for. It is 
falfe, that Mandrin fpoke infolently to him; very far 
from it, he always fhewed him a great deal of refpect. 

le. was examined every morning and evening. He was 
confronted with twq of, Jervants. Mandrin an- 
fweréd to the depoiaiagdi 


Site one of them, who was 
calle@the great Bertier;“Gig. tite depofition of a foot- 


man,apght not to be depended upon. The man named 
la nee, conducto? of his horfes, and who had de- 
ferted fidm the volunteers of Gantés, replied, that he ‘ 
ought not to be fufpeéted of wanting to impofe upon 
thesribunal of this world, as he was foon to make his 
pi isleas betore the Sovereign Judge. He was fuc- 
ce MP confronted with other prifoners of his troop, 
witnefles of his crimes ; but he anfwered, that probity 
required of him to fay nothing about other people, that 
being a matter which did not concern him. 

A barber’s boy, who was kept in prifon on fufpicion 
of {muggling, was fet at liberty, meen the proofs which 
came out from the evidence in Mandrin’s trial, that 
the we had,. forced him, fome days fince, to enter 
into the traop merely for the sirpele of ving him. 
However refolute Mandrin feemed to be, the punith- 
ment of two of his comrades, and the good difpofitions 
with which they fuffered death to exprate their crimes, 
made fome impreffion upon him, efpecially at the in- 
ftant when the executioner came to {tize and lead them 
to the {caffold; but he faon drowned the gloomy ideas 
that agitated him in wine. Hardened in fin, he had 
no confidence in the Clergy, and had declared, that 
he would not confefg himfelf to any prieft or friar io 
the city. A Lady belonging to the barivé who had 
feen him every day in prifon, renewed her intreaties, 
to previ upon him to confefs himfelf, on Saturday 
the 24th: ay, the day of his trial; but this re- 
ff Lady could not prevail. The next day, ‘the 

- Was 
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was more fortunate ; fhe {poke to him with fo much . 
veal, that fhe made him fhed tears: feeing him moved, 
the propofed to him for a confeffor Father Gafparini, 
an aie Jefuit, a man of merit, of the houfe of Tour- 
non, was was at that time in the houfe of the Bifhop 
of Valentia. She went to tell M. Levet the ftate in - 
which.fhe had left Mandrin ; M. Levet went to the 
prifon, and told him that he came to fee him, not as 
his judge, but as his friend; that he would procure 
him whatever he wanted; that he could not exhort 
him too often to refle€&t upon his paft conduét, and to. 
return to God. M. Levet affected him fo much, that 
he wept bitterly, sg. ao 

He fent the Reverend Father Gafparini, after hav-. 
ing {poken highly of him, to endeavaur to affect him 
ftill more. It was reported that this Father firft enter- 
ed into converfation with bim about indifferent mat- 
ters, that he afterwards fpoke to him upon the bufi- 
nefs of his falvation, and that at length he prevailed 
upon him to confefs himfelf. The criminal wanted to 
put it off to the next day; but the Father, knowing 
that Mandrin was to be executed on the 26th, per- 
fuaded hini to begip his confeffion on Sunday.. He 
écncluded it on Monday, after having had his fentence 
read to him; and he performed this att of religron with 
all the demonftrations of the warmeft repentance, 

This great criminal was executed without having 
undergone the torture, becaufe,.on the very inftant 
that they were beginning to.put him to iz, he owned 
fome crimes which hé’ bad not acknowledged before. 
He went to the fcaffold with the fame refolution that 
he had fhewn in the engagements at Beaune and Gre- 
nan, dying nm a much more Chriftian manner than the 
number and the engrmity of his crimes feemed to pro- 
mife. He encouraged thofe who had taken upon them 
to exhort him ; he was a very: different man from what 
he was at that ipftant, when, fpeaking to one of his 
accomplices taken along with him, he faid ip a. tone 
of bravado, on fecing him weep a great deal, -that it 
was not worth while to make one’s felf uneafy for a 
difagreeable quarter of an haur; it was. foon paffed. 
His countenance, which had no fiercenefs in it at ‘fir 


fight, 
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fight, interefted every body in his favour.. His Judges, 
who were obliged to condemn him, could’ not refufe 
him their pity ; even the executioner could not refrain 
from tears. Jt is not for me, {aid Mandrin, that you 
foould weep, it is for my crimes, then added, embrac- 
ing him: Do your duty, my friend, with as much fpeed 
as you are able, He ftopped a few fteps ftom the 
féaffold, to examine the conftruétion of it, with a 
boldnefs which was, no doubt, the fign of a perfect re- 
fignation: he mounted it with firmnefs, fpoke little, 
and only thefe words could be heard: Young folks, 
take example by me; antl you Excifemen, I afk your 
pardon. Could any one immagine that this was the fame 
man, who Had fo frequently occafioned them fuch 
dreadful alafins ? On the inftant that the blows were 
going to be piven, he faid, 7 am in need of all my 
firength ; pray give me fome cordial to drink, The 
Reverend Father Gafparini, who had fome about him, 
rave it to him. Mandrin drank fome of it, and his 
ee was rubbed with it. The Father, who found 
himfelf faint, likewife made. ufé of it. — 

Mandrin had undreffed thimfelf, and had made a 
fign that it was neceflary to cover his face. As foon 
as he had received the nine ftrokes he was ftrangled, a 
initigation which does honour to the humanity of his 
Judges. Thus expired, ‘at half an hour after five in 
the evening, on Monday the 26th of May 1755, and 
ended his attive career, this Chief of the fimugglers, 
who had had the huardinefs to fight with M. de Biher 
and whom chance favoured fo far that he efcaped from 
him. Such was the end of Lewis Mandrin, two years 
after he had been among the fmugglers. He was more 
compoféd at the time of his death than any of the {pec- 
tators. Some fay he was only twenty-nine years of 
age, others thirty-nine. He was about five feet four 
inches high, very well fhaped ; had a lively look, and 
& ood leg ; his face was long, his ‘eyes blue, and his 
hair a a ti chefnut ; and the whole of his figure was 
Yery ‘pleafing. He was not entirely deftitute of fome 
quilities Of the mind; his repartees were quick, and 
to the purpofe. Had he cultivated the -good difpofiti- 
‘ons he had ‘received from ‘nature, it is to be prelumed 

that 
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that he wou'd have been fomething elfe than’ a great 
villain. He was very robuft, fwore much, was for 
ever fmoaking, drank hard, and was exceedingly fond 
of good living: he was in every thing lefs bloody- 
minded than his comrades. On the morning of his 
execution, his confeffors fpéaking to him of a clerk in 
the paffage-boat of the Rhone, to.whom he had grant- 
ed his life ; Mandrin an{wered, I eafly forget my alts 
of benevolence. - E | 

He had inquired, in another tone of voice, of the 
Lady who was {peaking to him about his confeffion and 
falvation, Sow ma cal bales there were between this 
and paradife, adding, that be bad no more than. fix 
livres* to fpend upon the road.. ‘Thete words, and 
others, collected from the mouth of Mandiin, will 
ferve to give a complete idea of his chara€ter. | 
‘Tt is certain 1¢ was he who conducted all the marches 
and counter~marches, and directed the operations of 
his company. Some pegple, who think themfelves ac- 
quainted with the turn of the other finugglers, pretend, 
that not one of them is entirely Capable of fucteeding 
him. Fiom the Rhine to the Mediterranean, over a 
range..of ae leagues, he was not unacquainted with 
‘anyone track. 2 gw, see 

It is faid, that in one of the converfations Mandrin 
had with .M. Levet, he told him, that he had had, at 
three different times, an opportunity, if he had chofen 
to make ufe of it, of killing him, or of caufing hint to 
be cartied off by. his band, and he méntioned the cir- 
cumftances to him. | | 


THe SoverziGn SENTENCE eubich condemned to be 
“broken upon the wbeel Lewis Mandrin, the Chief of 
the Smugglers who have committed the crimes and 
diforders. mentioned in the fentence of the 24th of May 
(| 1755; executed. the a6th of ihe fame month. : 

Sere rae ik a nea a J 
J asez, Lavex,: Lord of Malaval, Counfellor, 

King’s Secretary, Judge Delegate. of the Council, cp. 

pointed by decrees of the 3d of Degpgker 1738, 2d of 

Otober 1742, and ad of April 1745: to hear, ahd to 

judge fovereignly, dnd without further gi sae 

actions 


* Five hhillings, 









256 APPENDIX,” 


actions againft fmugglers, fraudulent collectars, and un- 
licenfed dealers in falt, their aiders and accomplices, in 
the province of Dauphiny, Provence, Languedoc, Ly~ 
onnois, Burgundy, Auvergne, Rouerque, and Query. 
According to the aforefaid decree of Council of the 
3d of December 1738, and the commiffion under the 
great Seal upon the fame day, &c. 7 
We the Judge Delegate of the aforefaid Council, 
in virtue of the power given to us by the aforefaid 
decree of the 3d of December 1738, with the advice 
of the Graduates, Judges, Affeffors of the Commiffion, 
to the number required by the ordonnance, have de- 
clared the faid Lewis Mdafdrin, a native of St. Etienne 
of St: Geoits,- in this pronne of Dauphiny, duly at- 
tainted and convicted of having carried ona contraband 
trade, with an armed band, for two years, fince he’ was 
obliged to quit the above-named place of St. Geoirs, 
“on account of the proceeding againft him on the accu- 
fation of coining and diftributing falfe money, and of 
affaffination: and namely, of having been the princi- 
pal Chief of a band of eleven or twelve’ finugglers, 
five or fix of which.were detached to the elie of 
Curfon, the 7th of. January of laft year, in order to 
go and meet the five Colleétors of the Brigade of Ro- 
mans s-who fuffered them to come near them, thinking 
that they belonged to fome other brigade ; and the 
fnugglers, taking advantage of their furprife, fired at 
them, killed two of them, wounded two others, one of 
whom died of his wounds a few. days afterwatds, ftdle 
the aring of the faid Cotle@ors, ‘the ‘horfe of the ‘Chief 
of the brigade, who was one of thofé who’ was flain, 
his cloak, and his gold-laced hat, which the aforefaid Man- 
drin, has worn';---and for going, in the night from the 
8th to the gth inftant, to the hhoufe of a man named 
Dutret, one of the Colletors of the brigadé, on horfe- 
back\du Grand Lemps,, and after thaving ilk treated, and 
threatened ‘to’ kill*hitn, Motes arms, and ‘obliged his 
wif to condpeét thepi to the ftable, from whence they 
t p the ha ‘of thé afdrefijt‘Dutrét’ ---fof ‘beitig the 
“Chief Of’ band*corfiting bf tbove thirty, who, 6n 
the 7th ‘oft Junie Plowing; attacked the ColleGors in 
their’ gugrd-ropm,’ at the bridge of ‘Clix, upon the 


‘Drac, 
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Drac, after having caufed their door to. be opened by 
furprife, killed one of the aforefaid ColleCtors, wound- 
ed feveral of them, ftole their‘arms and cffeéts, as like- 
wife fome belonging toa private man, who had a houfe 
near the above-mentioned corps de garde;---of thofe 
who making the moft confiderable part of the aforefaid 
band, on the toth inftant fired, near the village of 
Laine, upon fome Colleétors of the brigade of Taulig- 
nan, who were upon the great road from this town to 
Montelimart, in order to go to their poft, killed one of 
them, wounded three others, one of whom died a few 
days after ;---of re in number belonging to the 
fame band, who théhext day, the 11th inftant, having 
remained at the alehoufe of Tioulle, in the parifh of 
Saint-Bazile, in Vivarés, before the aforefaid alehoufe, 
fired at a ferjeant of the regiment, of Belfunce, taking 
him for a Colle€tor or a fpy ;---which band went then 
to Rouerque, where they committed feveral depreda~ 
tions, and particularly killed, on the 23d, a woman 
who was with child, belonging to Saint-Rome de Tarn, 
at whofe houfe a private man, purfued by fome of the 
aforefaid fmugglers, wanted to take refuge on the 3oth. 
They forced the Clerk of the magazine at Rhodes to 
take fome of their tobacco, and to pay the price for. it 
ftipulated by the aforefaid Mandrin; and they wrote 
to the Deputy. of the Intendancy, to make him. return 
the arms depofited in the town-houfe, which had been 
feized fome years before from other fmugglers. On 
the 3d of July following, they alfo obliged the Clerk 
of the magazine at Maude to take fome ~tobacco. from 
them; and on the gth of the fame month, while. the 
faid Mandrin -was retiring into Savoy or Switzerland, 
and pane with his band at the aforefaid place of St. 
Etienne of St. Geoirs, he killed the named Sigifmond- 
James Moret, formerly a Colleétor, ‘and alfo a child of 
eighteen months, whom. he had in his arms, upon fuf- 
picion of the aforefaid Moret’s having been the caufe 
of the taking Peter Mandrin, his brother, who was ex- 
ecuted for ran 3~--for having been the princi 

Chief of that band which penetrated, towards the 

of laft July, into Franche-Comté, killed, wound : 
robbed feveral Colleétors of the brigades of Mguthe 
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and of Chaneuve ;-—and alfo of that band which pene- 
trated from Savoy ihto France, the zoth of Auguift fol- 
lowing; foreed, on the 26th, the Clerk of the magazine. 
of tobacco at Brieude to give them a. fum of money, una 
der pretence of depofiting ‘in his office fome rolls of to- 
bacco ; on.the 28th, forced the retailers of tobacco at 
Craponne to pay: them likewife a fum of money, on 
pretence of having ‘remitted fome tobacco to them; 
asalfo the Clerk ofthe magazine at Montbrifon, at 
which place théy forced open the prifons, and fet ele- 
ven prifoners at liberty; and pafhing b the Pont-de- 
vel in Breffe, ftopped two Colle@toggpt the Brigade of 
Cormoranche; whom they robbed ‘ef the greateft part 
of thé falaries of the brigade, of which they were the 
carriers; and on the 5th nred, near the caftle of Joux, 
nie '‘fome Collectors they met with, one of whom was ° 
krHed and others wounded ;---for having been one of. 
the numerous band, alfo as principal Chief, which pe- 
netrated from Savoy into Pugey, in the night of the: 
3d of Oftober laft, practifed fome extortions upon fe-. 
veral Receivers from the: general leffees of the King’s. 
farms, under pretence that they left them fome rolls. 
of tobacco; the fame on the 4th, at Nantua; on the- 
sth, at Bourges in Brefle ; on the 6th, at Chatillon les. 
Bombes ;. on the oth, at Charlieu; at Rouanne, on the- 
fame day. ;..on the toth, 18th, rath, 13th and s4th, at: 
Thiers, Amberg, Marfal, Arlan, and la Chaife-Dieu ; 
on the 37th, they made the proprietors of the corn, 
who were inthe granaries of the houfe occupied by 
the Clerk of the magasine at Puy, to pay the fum of? 
600 livres *, to prevent them from carrying off their. 
corn; on the 17th, 18th, 2oth, asft, and 2ad, conti- 
nued their extortions upon the Receivers, Clerks of the. 
magazines, and retailers of tobacco, at Bradelle, Lan- 
gogne, Tance, St. Didier, and St. Bonnet’ le Chateau 3. 
on the 23d, at Montbrifon, and at Boén ; and on the 
24th, for the fecond time, at Charlieu; fired upon the 
poftillion who drove the Diligence, to fee if there were 
(itmebody init whom he was in fearch of ;, on the 
Meee pafiing by St. Juft-en-Chavelet, they went in fearch 
. phe A-ollectors, who were fired upon, one of them 
7 being 







* Twenty-five pounds, 
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being dang¢rouily wounded ; his arms and effeéts, as 
well as thofe of the Chief of the brigade, were plun- 
dered, and ftolen ;—-on the 16th, forced the ‘office ‘of 
the magazine of Puy, and the houfe of the ‘Clerk, 
ftole, pillaged, and broke the tobacco, effects, and furni- 
ture of the faid Clerk ; wounded two Collegtors who 
had been ‘appointed to the guard of the faid magazine; 
alfo plundered, on. the,21ft, at St. Didier ; on the 22d, 
at St. Bonnet; on the asth, at Clugny; and on the 
27th, at Trivier, the houfes of the feveral Collectors 
of the faid places; as alfo on the 28th, at St. Laurent 
in Franche Comté, where a Collector was killed ; ftole 
likewife feveral effets from a houfe in Orgelet on the 
27th; forced open the prifons of Bourges, Thiers, le 
Puy, Montbrifon, Ciugny, Pont-de-vaux, St. Amour, 
and Orgélet, and carried ‘off feveral of the prifoners ; 
-—~as alt for having been qt the head of‘that band 
which penetrated from Swifferland into Frarnche Comté, 
in the night from the 14th to the 15th of December 
laft; fired, on the 16th, upon the troopers: of the regi- 
ment of Harcourt, who were pafling near an alehoufe 
where the faid band was ftop; ed, killed one of them, 
and ftole his armis, coat, and cloak ; on the 17th repair- 
ed to Seurre in Burgundy, where he went after the 
Colleétors, ‘and ftole the effets of the’ Captain-Gene- 
ral, after having forced the’door of bis apartment and 
of his clofet ; compelled the Receivers of the falt and 
ef the tobacco magazines to pay them a fum of mo-. 
ney, and the latter to give them an acknowledgment, 
for a number of rolls of bad tobacco, which they left, 
in his office, where he was obliged to ftow them ;---on. 
the 18th, forced the citizen’s guard of one of the gates: 
of the city of Beaune, after made his difpofitions, at 
fome diftance from the city to get mto it, upon the in-. 
formation received that they were mounting the guard: 
there ;---killed two citizens who compofed part of this 
guard, and wounded others ; killed alo a foldier, who 
was in the faid city upon leave, and who was acciden- 
tally upon the rampart near the faid gate; obliged the. 
Mayor to come to the fuburbs'to {peak to the faid 
Mandrin, to ‘treat with him of the dim meant to be 
extorted ; compelled the faid Mayor to write to the 
Receivers 


260 APPENDIX, 


Receivers of the falt and tobacco magazines, to bring 
the fu ftipulated. and fixed’ by ‘the faid Mandrin at 
20,000 livres *, which was accordingly done by the faid 
Receivers ;---which band forced likewife, on the 19th, 
the Mayor and the inhabitants of Autun to open the 
gates of the city to them, threatening to fcale the 
walls, to put the fuburbs to fire and {word, and to 
carry off a number of young Clergymen, whom they. 
had met at fome diftance from the faid city, -going ta 
take orders at Chalons, and whom they had obliged - 
to retutn with them, detaining them as hoftages till 
they had received the fum required from the Re- 
ceiver of the falt-magazine, and the Clerk of the to- 
baccd-magazine, which was fixed and agreed. upon in 
the town-houfe, where the ‘faid Mandrin, and two 
more’ of his band; affembled, the greater part of the 
band having reinained before the id town-houfe ;--- 
on the zoth, at the village of Guenand, in the parifh 
of Brion, they fought with the King’s troops, upon 
whom they fred firft; killed and wounded feveral of- 
ficers, foldiers, dragoons, and huffars; and both at. 
Seurre and at Autun forced the prifons, and fet the. 
prifoners at liberty ;---for having’ afterwards affembled 
thitty-one or thirty-two fmugylers of the fame_band, at 
the head of whom. Mandrin put himfelf, and who, on 
the 2ift, ftole four horfes, arms, and accoutrements, 
belonging to four horfemen of the Marfhalfea, at Dom- 
ierre in Bourbonnois ;----on the 22d, murdered at 

Brouil, fiye Collectors of the brigade of Vichy, though 
fome of them begged their life upon their knees ;--- 
on the 26th, murdered a man at St, Clement, under 
pretence that he refuféd to fhew them, the houfes in 
which the Collectors were, whom they imagined to be 
in the faid place ;---on the fame day, and on the 24th, 
by different atts of’ violence and threats, obliged the 
Receivers of Cervieres and of Noire-Table, to pay them 
a fum‘of money, and at the laft’place, ‘fired againft the 
door of a houfe of a Chief of a brigade of the farms, 
and wounded his‘wife, who was on the other fide of 
the door to open it, of which wound the died: fome 
Soa ee arate days 


wor wR ie ms 


* Upwards of cight husdred pounds. 
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days after ;---on the 25th, practifed fome extortions 
upon one of the retailers of tobacco of Ja Chaife-Dieu, 
and on the 26th, fired upon a party of cavalry of the 
Volunteers of Flanders and Dauphiny, at Sauvetat in 
le Melay, and killed a Quarter-mafter ; and, in a word, 
the faid Mandrin having befides written and figned 
moft of the receipts for Me fums extorted from the faid 
Receivers, Clerks, and retailers, in fome of which he 
has declared, that the fums fo extorted had only been 
paid to him on account of aéts of violence and me- 
naces ; and having likewife written upon the jailor’s 

mons of Bourg and Seurre, the attempt 
made by hitn if@n"the faid prifons :--For the repara- 
tion of which, and .other crimes difclofed ‘in his trial, 
we have condemned the faid Lewis Mandrin to be de- 
livered up to the executioner, who is to conduct him 
in his fhirt, with a rope about his neck, having a label 
faftened to it, upon which fhall be printed, in large 
characters, thefe words ; Chief of a band of /f[mesies, 
robbers, and difturbers of the public tranquillity ; and 
holding in his hand a lighted torch of wax, of the 
weight of two pounds, before the gate of the cathe- 
dral church of this city, which faces the ftreet de la 
Pérolerie, where the faid Mandrin,- his head bein 
bare, and kneeling, fhall do public penance, and thal 
declare with an audible voice, that he afks pardon of 
God, of the King, and of the legiflature, of his crimes 
and enormities ; from thence he fhall be conduéted to 
the place des Clercs, where his arms, legs, thighs and 
loins, fhal] be broken while he is alive, upon a {caffold 
raifed for that purpofe ; and afterwards fixed upon a 
wheel, with his face upwards, there to end his ne ee 
after which his' dead body fhall be expofed by, the faid 
executioner upon the gallows of this city; previous 
to all which, the faid Mandrin fhall fuffer torture both 
ordinary and extraordinary, for not having acknow- 
ledged ‘from his own mouth the truth of any of the 
facts proved in his trial, and for not having difcovered 
his accomplices :---We declare all and every of his ef- 
fects confifcated to the King, the fum of ten livres * 
| penalty 





* Eight fhillings and four pence. 
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penalty being .previoufly deduéted from them, in cafe 
the confifcation fhould not take place, to the profit of 
his pra A and the fum of one thoufand livres t be- 
ing alfo deduéted, as a. Bae to John Baptift Boc- 
quillon, Leffee General of the farms, and the expences 
of the trial; in which penalties and expences we ‘have 
condemned the {faid drin towards the faid Boc- 
y dane in confideration of his petition -of basen 
nd the prefent fentence fhall be printed, read, pu 
lifhed, and fixed up, in all the cities and places with- 
in named, and in all other parts which it may concern. 


Given at the Criminal Chamber : Préfidial Court 
of Valentia and Dauphiny, 24th of May, 
3755¢ 


(Signed)  Lewet, Gaillard, Luillier, Bolozon, Ba- 
chaffon, Rouvére, de ? Etang, and Cozon. 


And lower down is written : 


On the 26th of May, 1755, the above fentence has 
been read by me the underwritten Secretary of the Com- 
miffion, to the faid Lewis Mandrin, and executed the 
fame day, agreeable to its form and tenour. 


(Signed) N. Léorier. 


+ Upwards of forty pounds. 


as 


Speech of Count Noailles to the King of Sardinia. 


THE King, my mafter, owed to himfelf the dif- 
avowal he ‘has made of all that has paffed upon your 
Miajefty’s territories, and the care he has taken to 
have the criminals punifhed, 

The fentiments he has always entertained for your 
Majetty, have not allowed him to confine himfelf to 

an 
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‘en attention which could. only fatisfy juftice ; he has 
been defirous that this circumftance fhould contribute 
to ftrengthen the ties of friendfhip, by. which he is no 
lefs conne€ted. with you, than by thofe of blood. I 
ain come from him to bring you: the moft folemn tef- 
timonies, of it. 

Nothing can be more honourable for me, than to 
execute this order, di€tated by the heart of the Kin 
my matter, and to affure your Majefty, that your friend- 
fhip will always be dear and precious to him. 


N° IV. 


Summary of the Maritime Forces of the States of Europe. 


Muscovy. 


N 1750, the navy of the Emprefs of Ruffia. con- 
fifted of fifty fhips of the line, and near thirty fri-. 
gates, befides eighty galleyes or half galleys ; but the 
failors that were numbered amounted to no more than 
. 25,000. 
SW.EDEN, 1753. 

The navy of this kingdom confifts of 22 fhips of 
the line, 1o frigates, 66 galleys or half galleys, and 
200,000 failors. 

° DENMARK, 1754. 

Ships of the line 33, frigates 16, galleys 50, the 
failors exceed 25,000, among which are to be reck- 
oned thofe that can be furnifhed from Norway. 


Horvanp, or the Republic of the United Provinces. 
The navy of this Republic is inconfiderable, it only 
confifts of zo or 22 fhips of the line, and 12 or 15 fri- 
gates; they havea great number of failors, full 100,000. 
Every 
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Every thing neceflary for the conftrution and fitting 
out of fhips being in great abundance in Holland, that 
Republic can very fpeedily repair its marine. . | 
VENICE, 1753. 
The maritime forces of this Republic confift of 14 
fhips of the line, fix frigates; 20 galleaffles, and 25 
galleys. : 
NaPLEsS. 


Two fhips of the line, fix frigates or xebecks. 
Tuscany, Sd 
One fhip and four frigates. 9" """" 


MaALT a. 


Three fhips of the line, two frigates, and fiv 
galleys. | | 





PORTUGAL, 1758, 
Sixteen fhips of the line, 19 frigates, and one xebec. 


SPAIN, 1955. | 
Forty-one fhips of the line, 29 frigates, two packet- 
boats, four bomb-ketches, and three fire-fhips. 
Greart-BriTAIN, 1755. 


One hundred and thirty-one fhips of the line, and 
812 other armed veflels.. 


FRANCE, 1755. . 
Sixty-feven fhips of war, 31 frigates, 10 pinks, two 
armed barks, four xebecs, and five floops of war. 


N°. VI. 
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N° VI. 


The mbft humble and moft refpeGful remonftrances pre- 
‘fented to our much-bonoured Sovereign Lord ihe King, 
“by the perfons belonging to the Court of Aids. | 


SIRE, 


HE war wale juft declared againft your 

enemies, had’ been announced by the impatience 
of your fubjects: their jufl indignation made them 
confider it as unavoidable, ata time when-your Ma- 
jefty’s moderation was purfuing all poflible meafures to 
prevent it. | 

There is Gertainly no one who is not fenfible of the 
neceflity of the extraordinary fuccours required by your 
Majefty, and no one who is not-ready-to devote a part 
of his fortune to them. 

The French nation have at all times diftinguifhed 
themfelves by their attachment to the facred perfon 
of their mafters ; and they cannot poflibly forfeit this 
fentiment, in an inftance, where it 1s not fo much the 
people who fight for the glory of their Sovereign, as 
the Sovereign himfelf who ae ‘wp arms for the in« 
terefts of his people ? Could they be infenfible to thofe 
infults, and repeated violences, which have rendered 
the authors of them odious to all Europe; while the 
juftice of your Majefty’s caufe has.made it the common 
caufe of al] Sovereigns ? 

Can any one complain ef a contribution, -the deft» 
nation of which is previoufly juftified by the powerful 
fuccours ee to our commerce and to our colonies, 
by a prodigious ‘augmentation in your navy, and by 
conquetts as ufeful as they are glorious-? 

o, Sire, your faithful fubjetts are ever animated 
with the fame {pirit ; they are allo the fame principles 
which dire& the proceedings of the Courts to which 
your ay has intrufted part of your authority, only 

Vox. III, N upor 
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upon the fpecial injunction to acquaint you with the 
abufe that might be made of it. 

Your Court of Aids, on account of their daily funo- 
tions, can more readily obferve the inconveniences at- 
tendant on the multiplicity of impofts ;- and, on the 
irregular mode in which it is too cuftomary to levy 
them, cannot avoid taking notice of the prejudice 
which would accrue to your fubjeéts from the unli- 
mited execution of the three declarations of the 7th of 
July lat. 

They would have been liable to cenfure, had they 
neglected to lay their moft humble and moft refpeétful 
remonftrances at the foot of your Mone, upon a fub- 
ject fo interefting : but the time in which thefe three 
declarations have been prefented to us, was too near 
to that in which the new fubfidies they impofe were’ 
to be collected ; fo that. every delay, every procratti- 
nation, might have been prejudicial to the obtaining 
of a fubfidy become ‘neceflary ; reafons of State have 
therefore ‘prevailed over every other confideration, and 
your Court of Aids have immediately, and without he- 
fitation, proceeded to regifter what was ordered them ; 
they have not feared that their reprefentations, which 
ought naturally to have preceded, fhould lofe any 
thing of their force. They have flattered themfelves, 
on the contrary, that their earneft folicitations would 
find a readier accefs to your heart, and that-their {peedy 
obedience would furnifh them with a frefh plea for 
prefenting with confidence to your Majefty fomte re-- 
@ections, the only aim of which is the good of your 
fervice, and the relief of your people. e 

The payment of fubfidies which are required to 
carry on the moft juft and unavoidable war, would be 
an infupportable- burthen to the people who fupply 
them, if they did not confider the end of them as one 
of the firft advantages which the return of peace 1s to 
procure. But, Sire, how can your fubjects fupport 
themfelves with thefe hopes, while frefh charges are 
impofed upon them, though they ftill remain bur- 
thened with part of the impofts levied during the laft 
war, without being able to forefee fome fixed and cer- 

va period, win they may flatter themfelves with the 
me, {uppreffion 
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fuppreffion of them? Your Court of Aids will never 
lofe the remembrance of the glorious events of that 
memorable war, and they can readily conceive, that 
the experices which have paved ‘the way for the fuccefs 
ef your arms, may have produced a confiderable de~ 
rangement in your finances. 4 | 
his was the reafon which induced your Majefty to 
keep up the firit Vingtieme after the peace, and if the 
period of it was not then determined, it was becaufe 
the debts were not yet entirely liquidated, for the dif- 
charge of which the money pas Us this Ving- 
tieme was intended ; but it is not probable, that in the 
courfé of eight years tranquillity, the ftate of thefe debts 
fhould not yet be afcertained. 
¢, is what occafions the greateft alarms to 
2; they are-terrified at the idea of the per- 
be .impoft, and it is a very difficult matter 
QQ ERI anxiety ; when, on the one hand, they 
aj@ider the affurances which your Majefty has. given, 
ad has juft now renewed to them, that the produce of 
the former Vingtieme fhall be employed in cancelling 
-the debts of the State ; and on the other hand, when, 
inftead of a fixed time, which might have been fettled, 
. for the ceffation of this tax, they find it announced to 
Continue ten years, which are only to commence from 
the uncertain epocha of the publication of a peace; fo 
that the termination of this impoft is thus made to de- 
pend upon a period with which it is entirely unconne&- 
ed. if the debts were not known, or the ftates of- 
them had not been fixed, would there not be reafon to 
fear that the revolution of ten years after the peace 
would be an infufficient time to fulfil an obje@t, the 
extent of which was not known? But if, as there can 
be no doubt, the debts which are to be-canceHed are 
afcertained, no motive can prevent your Majefty from 
determining with certainty the time in which you will 
be able to put a ftop ta this tax. | 
The firtt Vingtieme was prefented to your people in 
1749, not only as the means of bringing about he li- 
quidation of the debts of your State, but alfo as an 
ceconomical operation; which, joimed to the order your 
Majefty propofed to fettle:in the adminiftration of your 








4 ig. 
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‘finances, was to furnifh you with refources capable of 
infuring, in times of neceffity, the glory of your State, 
and the tranquillity of the allies of your Crown, without 
your being obliged to bave recourfe to extraordinary mea- 


res. 

So flattering a profpect alleviated the burthen of 
this new impofition, and was the occafion that your 
Courts did not at that time adopt fuch vigorous pro- 
ceedings, to afk for the fuppreflion of it, or at leaft to 
obtain that the time of its duration fhould be fixed. 
‘But how greatly were your fubjetts affected, when 
they were informed, that after’ feven years, the end 
propofed was fo far from being accomplifhed, and the 
cancelling of the debts was in fuch little forwardnefs, 
‘notwithftanding the annual payment of the firft Ving- 
tieme! They defpaired of ever feeing the endif their 
misfortunes, when, contrary to the hopes thiedaaen. 
fuggefted to them, the firft inftant of the n&tyswdP Gai , 
been marked by the impofition of a new 







Vingtidney 
and that your Majefty-was already obliged to have ré- 
courfe to thofe extraordinary means which you had 
withed to avoid. 

We will not penetrate, with indifcretion and rafh- 
nefs, into the employment or diftribution of the im- 
menfe funds which have been confumed during the 
-courfe of the preceding war ; but we cannot avoid ob- 
ferving, that if the fuccours, which your people were 
then. eager to furnifh your Majefty with, joined to thofe 

ou may have drawn from your conquefts, have been 
infuffcient ; if the State has been indebted in the fum 
of more than four hundred millions *, as the time pro- 
pofed for the duration of the firft Vingtieme, feems to 
‘announce, the fears of your fubjeéts, on account of that 
which is jutt ¢ftablifhed, will readily admit of excufe. 

Your Majefty’s promife removes their fears, as far 
as it is exprefled in certain and precife terms; but the 
ob{curity with which it feems in fome refpeéts to be en- 
veloped, muft neceffarily alarm them, efpecially in thefe 
unhappy times, when they may be allowed to form con- 
gues of every poflible event. 


* Upwards of Sixteen millions fterling. 
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It has happened more than once, that the real ceffa~- 

tion of war has not been immediately followed by the 
proclamation of peace; we have feen a recent exam~ 

ple of this, even in the reign of your Majefty ; and 
upon that occafion you ae a ftriking teftimony. of 
your love for your: people, by putting an end to the 
impoft, at the inftant of the termmation of that war for 
which it had'been raifed. 

We make no doubt, that, if fimilar circumftances 
fhould prefent themfelves, your Majefty would confi- 
der what paffed in 1737 as a rule for your conduct; but 
the uneafinefs-of your fubjects can only be difpelled by 
more precife affurances : your. people, alarmed, implore. 
he for thefe affurances ; and your Court of Aids, who: 

now the fenfibility of your heart, flatter themfelves. 
that this favour will not be refufed them. 

There are, Sire, other intreaties which we fhall ven- 
ture to make to your Majefty, and we are not afraid of 
faying that the object of them is atleaft as interefting, 
fince the bufinefs is to put a fop to a number of injui- 
tices which are commifted, under pretence of the exe- 
cation of your orders, and under the fanction of your 

authority, 

The burthen of the taxes, and the uncertainty of: 
their duration, have excited our juft complaints ; it is. 
however certain, that the mode of levying them fil 
adds to the rigour of the impoft itfelf. 

_ Atax which would equally atfe@t all your fubjeés, 

im proportion to their income and powers, would un-- 
doubtedly be the moft juft ard equitable kind of im- 

pofition ; but it becomes more burthenfome than any. 
other, when it is fixed upon ideal and unjuft eftimates; ; 
and indeed, what juftice can be expe€ted, when the 

labour of the hufbandman, the induftry of the mecha- 

nic, and the credit of the merchant, are become objeéts - 
of taxation? 

The article XI. of your edi€t of the month of May 
1749, orders, that contributions “fhall be levied upon - 
private traders and athers, whofe profeffion it is to circu- 
late their money to advantage ; and as, when this article - 
was drawn up, the inconveniences of it were forefeen, 


it was added, that there fhould only be required of 
them, , 
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them, declarations of property of different kinds from 
sh mentioned in the articles IV. and V. of the prefent 
edit. 

Your Majefty, by fo wife a reftri€tion, had undoubt- 
edly in view to prevent the abufes that might have 
been made of the fevere caft of the article, and to 
hinder an odious perquifition from being made in the 
interior of families, under pretence of confirming the 
declarations of individuals. ; 

But, on the other hand, there was no longer a pofhi- 
bility of prefcribing a rule for this repartition, which, 
according to the termis of the ediét, was to be pro- 
portioned to the incomes and the profits of the per- 
fons taxed. 

Tt has therefore been neceflary to refort to arbitrary 
valuations, and the perfons concerned in the Vingtieme 
levied from branches of induftry, are obliged to wait 
their deftiny from a decifion which can only be made 
upon uncertain eftimates; a decifion, againft which, 
neverthelefs, it would be ufelefs to appeal, as it is 
equally impoffible for the perfon taxed to prove the in- 
juftice of it, as it has been for your Majefty’s Com- 
miffioners to make it with juftice, and with a proper 
knowledge of the matter. 

Such is the condition, Sire, to which the merchants 
and mechanics of your kingdom are reduced, thofe 
citizens fo precious to the State, who labour with fo 
much efficacy in time of peace, as well as in war, to 
render your empire more and more ficurifhing, and to 
increafe your riches and your power. _ 

It is upon them that the whole burthen of this tm- 
poft falls, which we are not afraid to call an odious 
— and the fuppreflion of which we venture to afk 
or you. . 

imeag your fubjects, fome live upon their paternal 
inheritance, the income of which they annually con- 
fume, without increafing or diminifhing the national 
riches ; thefe people have never been included in the 
arrangement of the XIth article of the edict of 1749. 

Others have increafed their fortunes, and even ac- 
cumulated immenfe riches, by the profits they have 


made in collecting the royal money, or in gathering the 
taxes 
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taxes eftablifhed for the profit of your Majefty; it 
fhould feem reafonable that thefe perfons, preferably 
to any others, fhould be comprized in the clafs of in- 
dividuals whofe profeffion it is to make the moft of 
money, and who, on thet account, are moft liable to 
pay the Vingtieme levied upon induftry; it is, however, 
univerfally known, tbat they have been fortunate: 
enough to be exempted from it. | 

It is therefore trade alone, and the arts dependent 
upon it, which are become the objeéts of this tax, the 
moft fevere of any, fince it is the moft arbitrary; and: 
it is this fubjeGtion which is the occafion of the difcou- 
ragement and difguft that prevaHs among, thofe who 
have embraced thofe ufeful profeffions. 

Thofe among them, whofe fortunes. are the moft 
eonfiderable, formerly made a parade of their opulence, 
i ofder to. enlarge their credit ;. at prefent. they are 
obliged carefully to conceal their legitimate profits, in 
order to efcape the refearches of the Directors of your 
mmpofts, or to fubject themfelves to an exorbitant tax, 
if they with to fupport this credit, which fometimes 
conftitutes the whole of their riches. 

Several of them have already refufed to be concern= 
ed in any undertakings of hazard, having learnt, by 
difagreable experience, that their fortyne is valued ac- 
cording to. the exertions they are feen to make, with-. 
out confideriag what fuccefs they are attended with, 
and that they eannot obtain any alleviation, whatever. 
loffes they. may have experienced. é 

Every confiderable eftablifhment will foon become- 
ruinous to thofe whe will venture upon it, if they have 
not had the art to infure the protection of the arbiters 
ef the. tax, by perfuading them of the utility. of their. 
enterprizes. 

Hence it follows, that the fpirit of intrigue will take 
place of every other f{pecies of induftry ; emulation,,. 
that neceflary foundation ef commerce, will be extin- 
guifhed, and foreigners, freed from fo many impedi- 
ments, will be able to enter into competition with pro-- 
gious advantage. 

ow great are thefe ri aaa Sire! how worthy are 
they to engage your Majeity’s attention! and how pro— 
per: 
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per is the moment in which we prefent them, to make 
you fenfible of their importance f The citizens, whofe 
interefts we are defending, are thofe who by alliduous 
labour, at perpetual rifques, and by calculations almoft 
infinite, have found out the means of making our arts 
admired by foreign nations, and of enriching us with 
the produce of their luxury ; they are thofe who keep 
up a néceflary circulation of fpecie and provifions be- 
tween the mother country and pent colonies ;---thofe 
precious ¢olonies, the fources of the riches of France, 
and the ‘objeét of the jealoufy of fo many nations ; 
they are thofe, in a word, and thofe alone, who bring 
plenty into theheart of your kingdom... 

It is unneceffary to expatiate any longer upon 2 
truth, of which your Majefty is already fully convin- 
ced : if your Majefty could have any doubt gbout the 
importance of fupporting and protecting the commerce 
of your fubjeéts, your enemies would have convinced 
you fufficiently of it, by the efforts they have lately 
made to annihilate it. Your Majefty has felt the at- 
tempt that has been made againft your power, by 
drawing away the fource of the riches of your people : 
—you have taken up arms to defend them---you have 
confidered the advantage of trade, and the fecurity of 
the colonies, as the yeal objects of the prefent war, and 
as one of the benefits you expect to derive from your 
conquefts. —S 

After thefe marks of. powerful protection, would 
yows Majefty fill perfift in impofing upon merchants 
and mechanics this tax, which wil ever be an inex- 
hauftible fource of vexations and uneafinefs ? _ 

It is with the moft.refpe€tful confidence, Sire, that 
we have ventured aes thefe obfervations to you ; 
we have thought them worthy of engaging the atten- 
ticn of a great King. 

Give us leave to join another defcription, calculated 
to make an impreffion upon-the heart of the beft and 
mott affectionate of fathers. 

We have juft prefeated to you-that pewerful clafs 
of merchants, whofe vaft enterprizes have appeared to 
us to deferve your Majefty’s attention. But there is 
enother clafs of citizens, whofe induftry, though it 

cannot 


A PPEN DI X. 273% 


cannot be too much encouraged, yet ferves itfelf as a 
pretence for new taxes. Thefe are the perfons whofe 
‘daily lybour increafes the value of the produétions of . 
the earth, and the mafs of real riches: fubjeéts necef- 
-fary to the State; fince it is from them alone that the 
general trade of the kingdom derives al] its ftrength, 
and all its fubftance ; men who are perpetually enured 
‘to labour and fatigue, whofe indigence-alone ought to 
be a motive for affifting them, and who, on account of 
their obfcurity, are cae to oppreffions, which al- 
ways remain unpunifhed, becaufe they are always 
unknown. ss * | 

The Magiftrates, to whom your Majefty has in- 
trufted the adminiftration of ach province, who are 
chofen from-each, are worthy, no doubt, of the confi- - 
dence with which you have honoured them ; but is it 
poflible, that every one of thofe among whom they - 
are obliged to divide the authority they have received . 
ftom ott Majefty, fhould be equally incapable of mak- 
in a be ufe of it? , 

t is, however, to thefe fubaltern Muinifters, that 
the evaltiation of: the powers and induftry of the unfor- 
tunate mechanic is intrufted ; and they themfelves can~ 
not proceed to thefe eftimates,’ but on the report of 
men of a rank ftill inferior, in whom they are obliged . 
to confide, 3 | 

What a-number of abufes mutt arife from this fubdi- 
vifion of an arbitrary authority ? and what refource is. 
left to the- unfortunate fufferer, who has neither the 
leifure nor the boldnefs requifite to make himfelf be 
heard, and to appeal sea this oppreffion ? What a: 
number of animofities, aéts’ of. revenge,. and vexations, © 
muft not fuch an admihiftration give nfeto? = 

Thusit-is; that, under the role juft of Kings, in- 
juftice, which would ‘not-‘dare ‘ta° Thew itfelf openly, . 

ecomes more ative in oblRarity.¢:: Thus it ts, that an 
operation, itfcombined; ant erroneous in itfelf,’ is the 
caufe of a multitude of Sbufed which could’ act be 
forefeen, and which cantot beWeftroyed, but by at- 
tacking the priaciple of them ; ‘ahd. thefe-are pice? : 
the objects upon which the moft humble and mo 
refpectful remonftrances of your Courts are to dwell. 


N.5. The. 
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The greatnefs of your Majefty, and the important 
cares in which you are employed, do not allow you 
to defcend into details, nor to perceive the evils which 
youalone can remedy. ' It is in order’ to be informed, 
and to put a {top to them, that you have conftituted 
us, notonly the Judges of your people, but alfo their 
patrons and their defenders, and that you have intruft- 
ed us with the care of laying before your facred perfon 
the complaints of the unfortunate. 

Let us not, therefore, negle€t this precious oppor- 
tunity of making you acquainted with the oppreffion 
under which your people have laboured for fo long a 
time ; and we will not conceal from your Majefty, that 
what we have already reprefented as the object the 
moft capable of exciting your fenfibility, is only the 
Jeaft part of the arbitrary taxes which are levied upon 
your fubjeéts, under feveral names and under feveral 
pretences. : 

Without entering into the detail of irregular, and of 
courfe unjuft taxes, we will only fix your attention upon 
that which-has taken place in your kingdom for more 
than fixty years, without your fubje€ts having any ju- 
dictal modes to obtain redrefs or any’ tribunals to 
which they can appeal; an impoft which is guided by 
the fame principle as the Vingtieme, upon branches of 
induftry ; ick is levicd in the fame manner, and 
which occafions the fame abufes: an impoft the more 
burthenfome, as it falls indifcriminately upon every in- 

“dwidual ; and as, fince: its eftablifhment, “it has been 
a ted by a fimple order from your Council, with- 
out-$orr Majefty’s having made’ your Courts acquaint- 
ed-with it, and without this augmentation being made 
known to the perfons taxed alee ular form, 

We thould be wanting. to the oft effential part of 
our duties, and théuldebiinden the interefts of your 
people intrufted to us, if. we! ‘were filent any longer, 
and if we did not jolt 1 tle: teprefentations we have 


“made to your Majeftichettining the Kingtieme upon 
s, aA try our eo! i ble plications, 
 the*futuve eftablith certain rules, 2 
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much for the collecting of the capitation, as of the 
other impofts which are arbitrarily levied in your 
kingdom. 

ow happy for your people, and how glorious for 
your Majefty, will this day be, if we are fortunate 
enough to convince you, and to induce you to refoym 
the abufes of an infupportable part of adminiftrationgagd 
to engage you to apply an immediate and effic sony 
remedy to it! Your Courts willthen no more be oblige 
to reprefent to you their alarms and their fears upon 
the fubject of the perpetuity of impofts. .Your fub 
jets, witneffes of the effet which the expofition o 
their grievances has-had upon you, and of the. care you. 
will have taken to alleviate them, will be very far 
from having any uneafinefs relative to the employment 
or the duration of the fuccours, which in hele unfor--— 
tunate times you will have thought neceffary. 

But, however ufeful this reform may be to your peo~- 
ple, the zeal of your Court of 4ids-would not-be tho-. 
roughly. fatisfied, if, contenting ourfelves with repre- 
fenting to you the. abufes already introduced, we ne- 
gleGted to inform you oftheir original caufe:. 

This caufe, Sire, is nerther. uncertain, nor difficult: 
to be deteéted ; we may trace it from the infraction of — 
the laws of your kingdom, of thofe laws, lefs refpect-- 
able for their antiquity than for the wifdom which has. 
dictated them. — 

It is.to, the prejudice of thofe auguft laws, that the 
cognizance of the difputes which have arifen on the: 
fubject of the. Vingtieme, and on the Capitation, has- 
been taken from the regular tribunals, and that. noal- 
ternative has been left to your fubje€ts, who have 
thought themfelves injured, but either to fub:nit to an- 
unjuft tax, or to appeal ‘to the perfon who is the au-. 
thor of it, by demanding of him to reform his own 
work. 

_. _Itis by. means of thefe attributions of authority, as. 
burthenfome to your people as they are irregular, that: 
the arbitrar sda ished. the pernicious effects of | 
which we ae laid before you, has been eftablifhed. 
How is it poffible that it could have fubfifted fo long,. 
under the infpection of Magiftrates, friends. to order,. 
. and 
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and accuftomed never to give a decifion till they have: 
obtained adequate information ? = 

Your Courtof Aids, to whom. it alone belongs to 
take cognizance of ‘all the impofts that are levied upon 
your fubjets, do not claim the reftoration of thisy ju-. 
rifdiction, if, in order to preferve it, they muft adopt: 
the eftablithed modes a i colle€ting arbitrary impofi- 
tions. : 
- Tris not the cognizance of the. difputes relative to’ 
the-Vingtieme impofed upon induftry, which your Court 
remires it is the'tota] abolition of this tax, which can 
névér be colleéted: with equity ; and if that Court re- 
ale to you the ‘many incroachments made upon it 

y' frequent attributions of authority, it is only to 
make known to your Majefty the prejudice which re~ 
fults from thence to your people. we 

Your Court of Aids, created at the fanietime as: 
the firft impofts, over which their jurtfdition has been 
eftablithed, ought not to omit any opportunity of re-. 
tracing-to your Majefty its origin ; ada precious monu- 
ment of the juftice and goodnefs of “our Kings. 

It was in confequence of the intreaties of the whole. 
nation, reprefented by its Deputies, that the appoint- 
ment of the ancient Directors of the Aids was granted ; 
and the moment in which the People obtained this- 
favour from their Sovereign, was that in which the- 
three Orders of the State had juft been giving a ftrik- 
mg proof of their zeaJ, in their eagernefs to offer a vo~. 
Juntary contribution. ° 

To make an equitable divifton of this, Judges were. 
afked for, who were to be chofen from the people. | 
To receive the appeals of the fentences: iffued from 
thefe new tribunals, a fuperior Court was. created, 
compofed of the principal perfons of each of the three. 
Orders of the State. The perfons deftined for this im~ . 
portant function, were chofen by the States theimfelves; | 
and prefented by them to.the Monarch, who conde- 
feended‘ta approve them, and intrufted them with the. 
exercife of Ins fovereign authority. . 

'  §oon after, fome cruel ‘wars, and which’ became . 
maore expenfive than in preceding ages—-powerful - 
leagues, f>rmetl by the enemies of the French ae ; 

1G. 
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the neceffity of maintaining, in time of peace, a con- 
fiderable number of regular forces---with a multiplicity 
of other circumftances added to: thefe, changed the: 
form of government inthe interior of your kingdom, 
as in that of other European States ; the momentary- 
fuccours furnifhed by the people in times of war proved 
infufficient ; the taxes fettled for a limited time became 
perpetual ; the laws: which regulate the colle@ting of 
them, were multiplied to fuch a degree, that the 

udges appointed to take cognizance of them were 
obliged to forego every other occupation, to attend in- 
tirely to this Donia funtion. 

Then it was that’ your Court of Aids aflumed a 

form fimilar to your other Courts, but without ever 
departing from its primitive inftitution, and without 
lokng the right it has ever maintained, of afhxing, by. 
each regiftry, the laft feal to the Royal authority to: 
the ediéts notifying the eftablifhment of taxes, and of 
taking fole cognizance of the difputes relative thereto ; 
rights which it can never relinquifh, fince they are in-. 
herent in its conftitution and in its effence. 
_ Such are; Sire, the authentic titles which-we would: 
lay before your Majefty, if, after having prefented you. 
with the -fpectacle of public misfortunes, we could be- 
ftow a thought-upon the perfonal intereft of our Com-- 
pany. . 2 

But this is not at prefent-the motive that agjmates. 
ws; we Claim our rights, only becaufe they dre 
the rights.of your people ; we only iar ae of - having: 
been difturbed in the exercife of. our effential functions, 
becaufe this dffturbance is the beginning and the-caufe 
~ of the vexations: to which your fubjetts are expofed, 
It isin their name, and mot in our own, that we ime. 
plore your Majefty to feave to the Court of Aids the 
free exercife of their jurifdi@ion, and to reftore to his. 
people their natural i CS 

' The tax which is ‘levied upon induftry, being defec-. 
tive in its nature, ‘could never have borne.the examine-. 
tion of juftice;. is is not, therefore, furprizigg, that: 
there fhould have been a. defire of exempting it.from 
Qur cognizance, But, the principal part of this tax, 

? W. 
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which regards real eftates, is. fufceptible of .a ntore exe 
ac regulation, and a more equitable valuation. From: 
what motive, and under what pretence, has. it been. 
i Sie in an authority given by your sec ned to. 
the Commiffioners diftributed in each province? ~ 

In. vain would any one endeavour to prove to you; 
that the levying of this contribution, in order to be 
done with exaétnefs, ought to be founded.on a previous 
eftimation of the grounds, and other landed property 
of your kingdom, and that this eftimation could not be 
made but by informations. taken upon the fpot, or by 
other operations, which the tedioufnefs of formalities: 
Gid not allow to-be made in a judicial form. 

- This. motive was plaufible in the Peginning, and 
your Court of Aids-have teftified by their filence, that 
the intereft-of their jurifdi€tion was never the obiect of 
their proceedings, when it came in competition with 
public intereft. 

But this. impoft, renewed on three different occafi- 
ons, has been now levied without interruption for the 
fpace of fifteen years. What kind of dire€tion muft 
this tax then have been fubmitted to, if, after fo long 
atime, the valuations have not yet been fettled ? | 

Undoubtedly this ought to have been done; and; 
if this work is:not yet completed, what is become of 
the advantages that were expected from the adminif- 
trationgof the Commiflioners of your Councils, 

We will fay no more, Sire, a fo: interefting a 
point, and which already has fo often been the ‘fubject 
of the’ moft humble and moft refpeétful: remonftrances 
ef your Courts. = 

e fhall not quote the numerous laws by which 
all kiads of appeals have been profcribed, nor the ac- 
knowledgment of our greateft Kings, who have de- 
elared: the abufe of them on: feveral ftriking occafions. - 

We will not dwell upon the isconveniencies which 
arife from ftripping the tribunals, to fubftitute to them 
oné fingle Magiftrate, who-even: can only give tothe 
objects: prefented to him a curfory attention, being for. 
ever taken off by occupations of a different nature. 
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‘Thefe: important confiderations are too prefent to 
your Majefty, to make it neceflary to recall them to 
your memory. cue 

We shall content ourfelves.with uniting under one 
fingle point of view, the numerous abufes which refult 
from the commiflions and attributions of authority 
given to individuals in matters of taxation. 

We have fet before your eyes a fketch of thofe 
which are introduced in the levying of the Vingtieme, 
of the Capitation, and other taxes, the cognizance of 
which has been injudicioufly delegated to Commifli- 
oners ; let us add to this, the creation of thofe irregu- 
lar tribunals eftablifhed upon the frontiers of your 
kingdom, to judge definitively of the offences relative 
to the cuftoms of your farms. 

We fhall not endeavour to criticife the. conduét of 
thofe Commiffioners ; but, while we fuppofe them pof- 
feffed of all the qualifications requifite for the funCtions 
they exert, we fhall confine surlelves to authenticated 
facts, 

Two very real misfortunes are---on one hand, the 
terror which thefe irregular tribunals {pread among 
the people; and, on the other, the great number .of 
fanguinary executions which have been made under 
their authority, fince they exift. The neceflity of put- 
ting a ftop to fmuggling, has been the pretence for 
thefe formidable eftablifhments. Let us judge, from 
recent inftances, whether this prattice is put a ftop to, 
or even decreafed, in your kingdom. 

If we fhould carry our obfervations farther, and 
confider, as citizens and faithful fubje€ts of your Ma- 
jefty, objects which are immediately under our cogni- 
gance, objects of which we are not allowed to take 
Notice as ee what confufion will arife in the ad- 
miniftration of juftice! what confternation will prevail 
in other Companies ! 

One of your Courts has had almoft the whole of its 
functions taken from them, .upon the fimple requeft of 
the Farmer of the Cuftoms of your Majefty ; refpect- 
ful complaints have been carried to the foot of your 
throne, very ftrong juftifications have been prefented 
to your Council, without its appearing that they ra 
cn 
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been attended to; this kind of interdi€tion has laffed’ 
for feven years, and, during fo long an interval, a 
fubaltern Judge has been authorifed to fill the funéti- 
ons of a Court, with a privilege, as it is faid, to appeal 
to your Majefty’s Council; as if the moft of the affairs 
which concern the Farmer of your Cuftoms were ob- 
jets of fo confiderable a nature, as to oblige oppreffed 
individuals to come up from the extremity of the re- 
moteft provinces, to bring their complaints to the 
capital. ‘ 

Another Company, deemed formerly worthy of 
your Majefty’s favour, is at prefent oppreffed with the 
weight of your indignation, after having been deprived 
of their moft important fun@tions ; its: Chiefs are dif- 
perfed, the Company itfelf is diffraced by the moft 
humiliating condemnations. Thefe ftrokes are equally 
fatal to the magiitracy and to the people, who are 
fubordinate to them; they are aéts of feverity, to. 
which your Majefty never confents without reluctance, 
and which always affect your paternal heart, even at 
a.time when you think juftice requires it. 

We fhall not here undertake to juftify thofe unfor- 
tunate Mapiftrates ;-this isan object foreign to our re- 
prefentations, and of which we have no judicial cog- 
nizance. If any- voice fhould be raifed in their e 
vour, it ought to be that of the province wherein they 
rendered juftice te your fubje&ts, and which has been - 
witne{s to their conduct and their ‘misfortunes: the . 
conftérnation which prevails there, is a teftimony to 
which’ we could add nothing. | | 

But there is one reflection remaining for us to make, 
which can never come improperly from us, which is 
that the difgrace of that Company, and the misfor- 
tunes which have been the neceffary confequences of - 
it; have owed their firft origm to one of thofe irregular - 
attributions of authority which are the objects of our 
complaints and reprefentations. 

The importance of the objeéts‘we have already treat- 
ed of, ‘and.the extent which we have been obliged to 
give to them, will not permit us, Sire, to expofe in 
the fame detail the inconveniencies of the feveral im- - 
pofts comprehended wader the name of cuftoms re- 
eo , inftated, .. 
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inftated, and other rights, the levying of which you 
have ordered by a declaration of the 7th of July. 

' It will undoubtedly have been obferved to your Ma- 
jefty, that the impofts only fall upon the people of your 
capital ; and great ftrefs will have been laid upon the 
eafy circumftances of: its inhabitants, and the prodigi- 
ous riches which abound and are confumed in that im- 
menfe city. 

But let us be permitted to reprefent to you, that it 
is upon the pooreft portion of your people that part 
of thefe taxations fall ; and that this capital, fo rich, 
and fo able to furnifh powerful fuccours, has always 
been honoured with peculiar marks of the benevo-~ 
lence, and, if I may venture to fey it, with the pre~ 
dileGtion of your Majefty, and of the Kings your pre- 
deceffors. : 

. Your Majefty has been fo much ftruck with this re- 
fle€tion, that you have already granted, of your own 
accord, a confiderable diminution upon that objedt. 
Shall we venture to confider this teftimony of your 
bounty, as a motive to hope for the total fuppreffion 
of thofe taxes? and, if the calamities of the war will 
not admit of this at prefent, may we not at leaft flatter 
ourfelves, that they will not laft longer than the war 
for which they have been renewed ? 

The circumftances which oblige your Majefty to 
eftablifh impofts oppreflive to your people, fufpend, at 
the fame time, the demands of your Courts, and do 
not permit them to reprefent ta you the muifery to 
which that people are reduced, with all the energy 
which fuch a cafe would require. It muft, however, 
be owned, Sire, that this is the principal object of the 
fteps we have taken, and this is what excites our grief 
and our complaints at the view of new taxations ; and 
this motive, fo powerful upon the heart of your Ma- 
jefty, makes us hope from your goodnefs, ftill more 
than from the ftrength of our reprefentations, that, 
after having humbled your enemies, your firft care will 
be to bring a neceflary alleviation to the misfortunes of 
your fubjeéts. | 

But if the neceffity of furnifhing fuccours to the 
State, prevents us, for a moment, from dwelling open 
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the fituation of individuals, there is no confideration 
‘that can prevent us from laying before you our alarms 
upon the anticipated prorogation of the impoft, the 
duration of which your Majefty has limited. . 

We cannot avoid reprefenting upon this occafion to 
- your Majefty, that a part of the taxes which are levied 
upon your people, have been likewife impofed origi- 
nally for the a¢tual wants of the State, and for a li- 
mited time, and that it is by repeated prorogations that 
they are beconie perpetual. - 

We are not afraid once more to fubmit to your 
confideration, that fatal impofition which we have al- 
ready reprefented as the moft burthenfome of all, by 
the arbitrary form ia which it is colleéted. 

Eftablifhed in times refembling the prefent, it was to 
laft no longer than the war, to the wants of which it 
ake ra nee P eae 

he late King, your auguft great grandfather, gave. 
his Royal word Sef be joined te as prone of 
not doing, while the war foould laff, any other extraors 
dinary affairs ; promifes which are often obhged to be 
infringed by neceffity, but which it were to be wifhed 
were never given, but with a certainty of executing 
them faithfully. The misfortunes in which your king- 
dom was plunged, did not permit your fubjeéts to de- 
mand the execution of fo authentic an engagement. 

The firft years of your Majefty’s reign were em- 
_ ployed in acquitting immenfe debts, and it was not in 
your power to give up a fuccour become as neceflary 
as in time of war. However, there have fince been 
happier times than thofe ; the public misfortunes have. 
ceafed, we have. feen order re-eftablifhed ia your fi- 
nances, and yet the tax fil fubfifts. 

Fhefe are, Sire, the examples we have before our. 
eyes, and which we recolle& whenever a prolongation 
of impofts isin agitation. If your Court of Aids has 
neglected, on feveral important occafions, to make 
thei juft remonftrances.to you upon this fubject, they 
have. undoubtedly imagined, that all the refie€tions 
that could poffibly be fuggefted, had been already re- 
prefented to you, and they were perhaps afraid of. 
fatiguing you, by ufelefs repetitions. ; 

2! ut 
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But why fhould we feek to diflemble our fault ? 
Let us confefs the reproaches we have to make to our- 
felves :---we have been wanting to one of our principal 
duties, by dey are , for. fo fone a time, the laying 
before your Majefty’s eyes. objects fo important for the 
general adminiftration of your kingdom. 

The multiplicity of abufes compels us at length to 
break filence, and we cannot feize a more favourable 
opportunity, than the time in which your fubjetts are 
going to be burthened with frefh taxations, neceflary, 
without doubt, but the load of which is not lefs heavy 
upon the people. 

The greater difpatch your Court of Aids has ufed 
in the execution of your orders, and in the promulga- 
tion of your laws, the more it behoves them to repre- 
fent with energy to you the abufes they have obferved 
in them, and the alleviations which may be adduced. 

The Court would even have fulfilled their duty but 
imperfectly, if they had limited themfelves to the ob- 
jects contained in the three declarations. 

The radical defect of feveral taxations could not 
be perceived and felt_in all its extent, without bringing 
all the confequences together. 

This general defcription cannot fail of making a 
ftrong and Jafting impreffion upon the mind of your 
Majefty ; and if the prefent circumftances, and even 
the greatnefs of the object, do not permit you to grant, 
to the diftrefs of your fubjeéts, a relief fo fpeedy as 
you could wifh, your Court of Aids flatter themfelves. 
that the important refleCtions they have been making 
will ever be prefent to your Majefty’s mind, and they 
intreat your Majefty that they ma i allowed to pre~ 
fent them to him in more favourable times. 

Thefe aie, Sire, the moft humble and moft refpeét- 
ful remonftrances, which your moft humble and moft 
obedient, moft faithful and moft affe€tionate fubjeéts 
and fervants, the perfons holding your Court of Aids, 
have thought it their duty to prefent to your Majefty, 
the Chambers being affembled on Fuefday the 14th of 
September, 1756. 


(Signed) LAMOIGNON,. 
N° VIL 
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N° VII.. 


Fournal of what happened to us at Lenifeourg, from the 
20th of June 1.757% Bee : 


, ccd a 
W* arrived on the 2oth of Paine, 1757, in the 


¥ road of Louifbourg, about three o’clock in the 
afternoon. As foon as M. Dubois de Ia Motte had 
caft anchor, he hoifled the fquare mao the mizen- 
maft, the Vice-Adniral’s diftinétion. e found there 
M. de Beaufremont, who was returned from St. Do- 
mingo fince Whit-Sunday. He was on board the 
Zonnant ; and the other fhips of his {quadron were, the 
Défenfeur, the Diadéme, PInfiexible, and lEweillé; 
and his frigates were /a Brune and la Cométe. 

M. Dureveft was arrived two days before us, with 
the fquadron of Provence, excepting /e Vaillant, which 
had been feparated from them i the fog, and which 
arrived only five days after. 

About a fortnight after our arrival, the fhips e Bi- 
zarre and de Célebre were ordered to fet fail for Que- 
bec, to convoy the veffels on board of which was the 
battalion of Berry. The Fleur de Lys fet fail fome 
days after, to convoy a finall veffel laden with the 
baggage of the battalion ; but, having parted company 
during the fog, this veffel was taken by a privateer ; 
all the crew, however, efcaped upon land. The Fleur 
de Lys came back after a ten days cruife, without hav- 
ing met with any thing but a merchantman, which 
very happily entered here : fhe was‘laden with provi- 
fions for the fquadron. 

The Chevalier de Graffe came back the roth of 
ne with the fchooner upon which he cruifed round 

alifax ; he brought us no certain news of the motions 
of the Englifh. He had landed upon the coaft a man 
named Gautier, who is acquainted with the language 
_of the favages; this man took two of them, “ 
. whom 
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whom he was acquainted along with him, and they 
went together as far as the gates of Halifax ; they 
killed five Englifhmen, and brought off one prifoner, 
who fays that Admiral Holburn is expected from Eng- 
land with 28 fhips of the line and 80 tranfports. 

The 19th July, M. ‘Boifhebert brought from Ca- 
nada a hundred and fifty favages, and as many Cana~ 
dians, whom he conduéted through woods and moun- 
tains with a great ‘deal-of'trouble and fatigue. The 
are encamped two leagues from hence : fitteen of thofe 
got drunk yefterday, and went to a woman’s houfe to 
afk her for more drink ; fhe refufing to give them any, 
they attempted to ftrangle her; the guard was called, 
and came immediately ; one of the favages laid his 
hand upon the Corporal’s gun, as foon as he entered, 
but the foldier who followed him, gave him a blow, 
and obliged him to let go his hold: the favages fur- 
rounded the three men, who wanted to fire, but the 
Corporal very prudently ble tate them, and the fa- 
vages were beaten out of the houfe. Whoever gives 
any liquor to thefe people is liable to be punifhed by 
being fent to the galleys; this punifhment has not yet 
been inflicted, but if the firft perfon who gives them 
liquor were to be hanged up~immediately, tuch difmal 
adventures would not happen fo cften. 

2oth of July. Our crews begin to recover: thofe 
who are in good health go out to wood and water. 
We are all repaired at prefent, and ready to put to fea 
again. Inthe mean time, at all events, we are em- 
ployed in making a garden, from which we hope to 
gather fallad fome time hence; which is a great mat- 
ter in this country, where it is'very fcarce. We go 
a fifhing every day ; there js plenty of fith here, which 
is of i fervice to the crews, for there are no other 
refrefhments. . 

A battery is going to be ereéted on the corner of the 
iflet, capable of bearing at a diftance ; for there was 
none there before, fo that no fhip could be fired upon 
till fhe arrived in the very road. The guns of the 
Royal battery, which ‘the Englith made ule of in the 
laft fiege, to take the town, are to be employed for 
that purpofe. 

The 
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The fortifications of the town are ftill carried on 
very vigoroufly, under the infpection of M. Franquet, 
Chief engineer of New France, and Brigadier in the 
King’s armies. It is faid that he is a very able man. 
At prefent he has given orders to demolifh the Black 
Cape, which is a mountain of rocks, half a quarter of 
a league from the town, and where batteries might be 
erected to command it. 

The 17th, the two frigates the: Cométe and the 
Brune {et fail, in order to cruife for fome time, and to 
fuccour a merchantman, which-is blocked up by a 
brigantine four leagues from henté; 

The 25th, pe returned to port with the veffel, 
which had had a {mart engagemént with another mere 
chantman. | 

The rf of Auguft, a veffél from la Rochelle ar- 
rived here, laden with all kinds of merchandife and 
provifions. She only met ‘a fmall privateer, which 
chafed her for fome time. Orders are given to raife 
three companies of volunteers, taken from the pz/otins 
of the fhips. The 2d, M. Genouil reviewed the 
three companies of volunteers and the battalion of 
marines. 

The 3d, half a dozen favages, who went with 
Gautier a fortnight ago, arrived ; they brought with 
them three Englifhmen prifoners, of whom very in- 
terefting things are reported. 

We went yefterday to fee the camp of the favages 
M. Boifhebert brought from Canada ; there are 150 of 
them, and as many Canadians; they are all tolerably 
well armed, and feem to be very defirous of ferving 
the King, whom they call their Father of Paris. They 
are encamped in a creek towards the bay of Gabarus, 
where the Englifh landed when they took the town. 
Good intrenchments have been made there, with fome 
pieces of cannon, to prevent the Englifh from landing, 
in cafe they fhould attempt it. 

Upon the batelligeace M. Dubois de la Motte has 
received, that the Englifh were to come and make 
fome attempts, he caufed intrenchments to be thrown 
up in almoft all the places where a defcent could be 
practicable. The mofl proper creek for this purpofe 

was 
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was that of the Great Laurembeck ; and accordingly 
he had put more cannon and troops there, 

The 7th of Auguft I received orders from the Com- 
aviffioner of the fquadron to quit the veffel, and go 
and encamp at Laurembeck, to provide for the ft 
fiftence of the troops. 

The 8th, I embarked on board the fchooner, to 
convey provifions fufficient to fubfift 800 men for 
twelve days: they arrived the next day. My, firft 
care was to have barracks conf{truéted, to fhelter the 
provifions from bad weather. __ | 

The gth, the troops for guarding thefe three creeks 
camie to their pofts ; befides 600 marines, there were 
200 volunteers taken from the pilotins of the whole 
{quadron, commanded by officers of the navy. At firft 
there was a great confufion, as well in the diftribution 
of provifions, as in the arrangeinent of each poft: but 
at prefent every thing is in good order, we are ready 
to give the Englifh a good reception. As there are 
feveral other aca favourable for landing, the Ge- 
neral has taken care to fend troops there. 

The 19th, in the evening, we faw 21 fail of Eng- 
lith fhips, confifting of 16 or 17 fhips of the line, and 
the reft frigates. They came near enough to the city 
clearly to diftinguifh the {hips that are in the har- 
bour. The zoth, we again perceived them in the 
morning ; but the fog coming on concealed them from 
us. 

The camp was originally intended to laft only twelve 
days, but as the Englifh have not a made any at~ 
oe the General, being afraid of their return, has 
caufed provifions to be delivered to us for twelve 
days more. For my part, I do not believe we hall 
confume them all ; ae this is the time when high 
winds are very frequent, which will oblige them to put 
to fea; for thould they blow while they remain upon 
our coaft, they would be in great danger. 

The General has given orders for the fhips that 
were at the farthermoft part of the bay to be towed 
up, inorder to anchor in the great road, that they 
may be near at hand to fet fail with the whole fleet, 
upon the firft fignal. ey 

¢ 


288 APPEN DI X. 


We are impatiently expecting the Englifh to come | 
to a refolution, eitherone way or another. A veffel 
from la Rochelle, laden with provifions, arrived. yef- | 
terday, which reported that it had feen the Englith 
fquadron in the fouth-weft. i > 

The Englifh not having appeared again, M. Du- 
bois de la Motte has judged that it was not proper to 
keep the detachment of. marines‘and the volunteers in 
the canip of Laurembeck any longer ; accordingly, he 
has given orders to M. de Caftillon, Commander of the 
camp, to ftrike.the tents, and re-imbark the trdops in 
the floops, which were come to fetch them from the 
further end of'the-bay. 

With regard to the affairs of Canada, the following 
is a circumftantial letter, which will inform you of 
them. 


N° VII. 


Copy of a Letter written from Quebec, the iotb of Au- 
guf 1757, with regard to the affairs which have 
paffed in Canada. 


Spas the capture of Chouaghen, all the villages 
of the five Iroquois nations have determined to 
join us, or fo remain neuter. In the month of No- 
vember laft, they fent an embaffy to the General, com- 
pofed of 200 of their principal Chiefs. They res. 
mained at Montréal] near two months, where they 
were received with every teftimony of friendfhip. 
They prefented to our Governor feveral necklaces, {pe-, 
cifying matters of importance to thecolony. One of 
the necklaces was to affure us, that they had feen with 
pleafure the fuccefs of our, enterprize upon Ofwego, 
or Chouaghen; another, fpecified their engagements 
never to pt the Englith to form new eftablifhments 
upon Like Ontario, or in the neighbourhood; ano- 
ther, was to induce us to eftablifh, in the sare of 

| their 
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their villages, magazines to furnith them with ‘#iigt 
they’ thould want, and to receive the produce of #8¢1 
“chace in exchange ; another, was to offer us their 4 
warriors to affift us in fighting the enemy.” Alls 
propofals have béen received veryfavourably; and, ‘i 
» order to. give them certain teftimonies of it, the 
were laden with prefents, before they.returned to their 
‘villages. °° | ee , 

The 2s of January, M. de Rouilly, doing the 
duty ‘of Major at St. Frederic, received orders from 
M. de Lufignan,*Commander of the fort of that 
name, to repair to the fort of Carillon, to convey 
there provifions of all kinds, with eight carriages, 
each drawn by two horfes, and efcorted by fifteen 
foldiers, one ferjeant, and.two officers of the Royal 
Rouflillon, and of the navy. Three of the carriages, 
with ten foldiers, had led the van, and being at the 
a,b Ronilly perceived the enemy coming 
Mitioed, to the number of 70 or 80 men, 
: mer three carriages ; phy our men 
maeners, and qliagiinas aig y retreating 

meee: «= The enemy purfued them, but in 

vain. M/'de Rouilly detached a man on horfeback to 
acquaint M. de Lufignan with this event, who imme- 
diately fent azeinforcement of 100 men, without any 
provifions, and little ammunition, as well favages as 
Canadian foldiers or volunteers. Four officers, five ca- 
dets, and two volunteers, were afterwards fent off to 
convey provifions and ammunition, and our little de- 
tachment made a forced mgrch to intercept the ene- 
my; At two o'clock in the afternoon they. arrived at 
the place where they were to wait for them ; an hour 
after they faw the Englifh, who were marching on 
flowly and finging. Half of our detachment made. a 
difcharge ef mufketry, which had no effe&. The ac- 
tion wes begun with obftinacy, and lated tll night ; 
the enemy in their flight feized upon an advantageous 
pot. At eighto’clock at night, two Canadians came 
to acquaint the Commander that the ammunition fail- 
ed. ‘fwenty-five men were difpatched to bring fome 
tip, and returned at nine o'clock; the enemy then 


quitted the field af battle, and fled towards the Bay: 
Vox, III. O . ewatheir 
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~-theit lofs confifted of 40 men killed, among which 
‘wéte three officers ; and eight prifoners, two of whom 
‘were wounded ;---thofe who fled were, in all probabi- 
lity, almoft al] wounded, fince only three of them got 
‘back to Fort George, from whenceythey were detach- 
ed. We have loft on this occafion gfeven men, who 
died upon the field of battle, among whom is included 
one favage; we had twenty-fix men wounded, 
among whom was M. Baflerode, Captain of Lan- 
guedoc, who commanded the detachment, befides 
our cadets, feventeen foldiers, two Canadians, agid 
twa favages. | 
M. de Vaneau having determined to mak 
ter campaign, in order to attempt an expedition againtt 
Fort George, ordered accordingly a detachment of 
1600.men, 300 of which were land forces, command- 
ed by M. de Poulariez, Captain of Grenadiers in the 
regiment of Bearn, 300 marines, 600 Canadians, and 
‘400 favages. This detachment was cogifpanded by 
M. de Rigaud, brother to the Govern =. 
ing under his command M. de Longut hs 
the King at Quebec, M. Damas, Captian troops 
of the colony, who acted as Adjutant Genéfal, 
Je Mercier, Conimander of the artillery, a€ting as En- 
ineer. ‘This detachment fet off from Montreal in the 
ginning of March, and, on account of the bad wea- 
ther, did not arrive till the oth, from whence it 
marched the 15th, pafling to the fouth of the lake 
St. Sacrament, and encamped the 18th at the diftance 
of a league and a half from Fort George ; M. de Poula- 
Tiez, accompanied by Meffrs, Dumas, Raimond, and 
Savourin, were ordered to reconnoitre that fort within 
a quarter of a league; they perceived the enemy in 
motion ; this made them doubt the fuccefs of the ef- 
calade, which had been proje€ted,, and upon their re- 
port M, Rigaud gave it up. The 19th, the- favages 
and foine Canadians went and fired at the foot of the 
fort. The 2oth, 21%, and 22d, the troops were em- 
ployed in burning a fortlet, in which there were a few 
igluntecrs, who, on the approach of our detachment, 
" refuge in the fort: 300 boats, four barks, two 
“ene hofpital, fome barracks, a fawing mill, and 
a quantity 
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2 quantity of wood for fire and building, were likewife 
e burnt. M. le Mercier, by order of the Commandant, 
fenta fummons to the Commander of the fort to flir- 
render ; but he. -anfwer, that if he were to pe- 
rifh there, with at¥@s garrifon, he would defend him- 
felf as well in a:bad poft as in a goodone. We then 
retired, _ 

The Englith have made no fallies: the favages af- 

firm that they have killed twenty, who came out of the 

fort; but they are not believed. Our lofs has been 
five men killed and fix wounded. = 
M. Wolf, a partizan officer belonging to. the land 
forces, exafperated at not having been able, after feve- 
ralattempts, to fet fire to a bark of 16 guns, whith’ 
was ftill upon the ftocks, and under the cannon of the 
fort, afked permiffion to go there with twenty men, 
giving afflurances that he would burn it without mai- 
In ub of the ufual artifices: Having obtained per- 
miffion, he made fome faggots of dry wood, took a 
pot of gteafe, and a hatchet, with which he made 
five holes in the body of the veffel, wherein he thruft 
his wood and his greafe, and burnt it in the face of the 
enemy, who fired ftrongly from the ramparts, but did 
not attempt a fally. | 

Several parties of favages and Canadians have been 
fent out in the month of June, with a view to ac- 
quire certain intelligence of the enemy, and of the 
movements they might make. Thefe parties have ta- 
ken fome prifoners in different places, who all agree in 
faying that Fort George was defended by fifteen or 
eighteen hundred men, and Fort Lydius by five o1 fix 
thoufand : that their grand army, as well as i.ord 
Loudon, were gone to the borders of the fea on an 
important expedition. This intelligence has determin- 
ed our Generals to lay fiege to the firft fort, and, ac- 
cording to circumftances, both forts may, perhaps, be 
attacked at the fame time. 

The length and the feverity of the winter have re- 
tarded our navigation, and the arrival of the firft thips 
from Europe ; confequently the camfaign has not 
been opened as foon as a was propoted, fo that an 

2 va aft 
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laft divifions of our troops have not been able to ar- 
rive at Fort Vaudreuil or Carillon till towards the end , 
of the month of June. The artillery, and every thing 
neceffary fora fiege, arrived there.as foon, notwith- 
ftanding the difficulty of -navignlligg and tranfport. 
M. Jacaw, who had been made.Gaptain of artillery 
this year, has fignalized his zeal upon this occafion ; 
he hasinvented a boat, in which three men can make 
ufe of a fix pounder, which is as ferviceable in a re- 
treat, as in purfuing the enemy; I believe that this 
kind of boat will be of great fervice:upon the lake 
St; Sacrament, as its motion is eafy, as it draw@fvery 
‘little, Water, and is not bigger than a canoe for eight 
tienen; Neverthelefs, the men are fheltered from the 
“mufketry in it, and the gun only appears when it is 
Jet off. | 

The Marquis of Montcalm fet out from Montréal 
the 13th of July, and arrived at Carillon on the 18th. 
The 2oth he detached M. de St. Ours, an officer of 
the colony, with 10 chofen Canadians, five of whom 
were brothers, called the Paul de Sorel, in order to 
proceed in making difcoveries on the lake. When 
they arrived facing the Sugar-loaf rock, five Englith 
barges, with fixty men in each, came out of a creck, 
which projected into a point, and furrounded them, 
with 150 more Englifh who were on land: The canoe 
of M. deSt. Ours had the good fortune to efcape, ard 
to gain a little ifland; they there waited fteadily for 
the enemy, and, when they were within half piftol- 
fhot, he fired his fix-pounder upon them, which threw 
their barges into ¢onfufion ; the fecond’and third firing 
difconcerted them totally: they fhamefully retreated, 
and M. de St. Ours returned to Carillon with his dittle 
troop, after having killed about fifty of the Englith ; 
he was only flighily wounded; one of the Pauls re-= 
ceived five fhot, but was very little hurt. 

This little adventure having difcovered to M.de 
Montcalin, that the enemy’s intention was to infult our 
advanced pofts, to endeavour, without doubt, to take 
fome priforerg, he detached M. Marin, with 300 fava- 
ges, and too Canadians, to make incurfions towards 
the river. Ciucot.. de fet out from Carillon the 2ift, ae 

tne 
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the fame day he got to the end of the bay, where he - 
found a patrole of ten Englifb, whom he killed,; the 
favages fcalped them, and 100 of the party returned to 
Carillon: he continued his march towards Fort Ly~ 
dius ; and the aad he met anadvanced guard of that 
poft, confifting of 50 men, whom he likewife killed, 
except one man, who was taken prifoner. From this 

lace again, about a hundred of the favages, after hav- 
ing {calped the dead, returned to Carillon. There onl 
remained 189 men with M. Marin. He purfued his 
way, and arrived the 23d in view of the enemy’s 
camp, under the éannon of Fort Lydius: he fired his 
volley there at day-break, killed feveral of the ene- 
my, and fpread the alarm in their camp. About 
Zooo men took up arms in a tumultuous manner, 
and came out of. their intrenchments to attack our 
180 brave fellows, who had retired to the fkirts of 
the wood ; they fought for two hours and a half 
againft this numerous body, a great many of whom 
they killed; the circumftance that will appear the 
moft furprifing is, that they had the good fortune of 
Not lofing one fingle man, except a Canadian, who died 
of fatigue two daysafter. M. Marin returned to camp 
the 25th. 

The 22d, M. de Montcalm detached alfo 400 men 
under the command of M. de Corbiers, an officer of 
the colony, to wit, 300 favages, and 100 Canadians. 
They were ordered to beat about the lake, to try to 
difcover the Englifh barges which had attacked M. de 
St. Ours; it was not long before they met with the 
enemy. The asth they perceived, a little beyond the 
Sugar-loaf rock, 23 barges and two Englith yawls. 
Our people gained the rfland where M. de St. Ours 
had fo well defended himfelf. The enemy attempted 
to approach, but when they were within fhot, the fa- 
vages, after having fet up their famous war-hoop, fired 
fo fortunately, that the eaglith put out to fea, in order 
to fave themfelves by flight; but it was in vain, our {wift 
canoes of bark, and our boats, foon came up with them, 
in the middle of the lake, and a moft terrible naval en- 
gagement then enfued. This party of the enemy was 
entirely defeated; it confifted of a Colonel, four Cap- 


tains, 
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tains, four Lieutenants, four Enfigns, and 360 private, 
They had fet out from Fort George with an intention 
of carrying off fome prifoners from our advanced pofts : 
twenty-one barges and the fkiffs were taken, 180 dead 
were found in them, and 146 prifomers, among whom 
were fix officers: the two barges which efcaped were 
very roughly handled. It muft be owned, that all this 
has much the appearance of a romance. It ts, howe- 
ver, ftri€tly true ; and the circumftance that muft ap- 
per moft fingular is, that upon this occafion again we 
ave not loft one man. 

Our whole army began their march towards the end 
ef the month for Fort George. It confifts of gooo 
regular troops, 4000 Canadians, and 2000 favages : 
4000 men go by land, under the command. of M. de 
Levy ; 30C0 go.by the lake, with M. de Montcalm at 
their head; and the remainder will occupy fome pofts 
which are neceffary to be guarded. We fhall have 
forty pieces of cannon with us in this expedition. God 
Send us a havpy fuccefs ! 


Capy of a letter written from Quebec, the 17th of Auguft 
1757, concerning the furrender and capitulation of 
Fort George. 


We were yefterday informed, by an extraordinary 
courier, that Fort George was in the poffeffion of the 
King of France. This is the capitulation. 


Articles of capitulation granted to Lieutenant Co- 
Jonel Monro, for his Britannic Majefty’s garrifon 
of Fort William Henry, or George, the intrench- 
ed camp which is joined to it, and its dependen- 

~ cies, by M. de Montcalm, General of the troops 
of his moft Chriftian Majefty in Canada, the oth 
of Auguft 1757. 


Article I. 


The garrifon of Fort William Henry, and the 
troops which are in the intrenched camp above men- 
tioned, fhall march out with the baggage and arms op~- 


ly of the officers and foldiers. They are to oe to 
Ore 
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Fort Edward, efcorted by a detachment of French 
troops, and by fome officers attached to the favages 
as interpreters, and are to fet out early to-morrow 


morning. eee 
rtic 


The gate of the fort fhall be given up, after the 
figning of the capitulation, to the troops of his-moft 
Chriftian Majefty, and the intrenched camp, at the time 
of the departure of his Britannic Majefty’s troops. 


Article III. 


All the artillery, ammunition, and provifions, in g 
word, every thing except the etfeéts of the officers and 
foldiers, as foecined in the firft article, fhall be fairly 
given up to his moft Chriftian Majefly’s troops; and 
for this purpofe an exact inventegy fhall be delivered 
of the warlike ftores, and other effeéts, which are the 
object of this article, obferving that it extends to the 
fort, the intrenchment, and their dependencies. 


Article IV. 


The garrifon of the fort, intrenched camp, and de- 
pendencies, fhall not ferve for eighteen months, from. 
the date hereof, againft his moft Chriftian Majefty, or 
againft his allies; and with the capitulation, fhall be 
delivered an accurate lift of thofe troops, in which are 
to be comprehended the names of the ftatf and other 
officers, engineers, officers of artillery, commuilfuries, 
and other perfons. in office, 


Article V. 


In the courfe of three months, all the officers, fol- 
diers, Canadians, women, and favages, who have been. 
taken upon land fince the beginning of the war in 
North America, fhall be fent back to Carillon; and, 
by producing acknowledgments from the French Com- 
manders to whom they ihall be remitted, a like num- 
ber of the garrifon of ee George fhall be enabled ta 
ferve again, according to the lift which will be deliver- 
ed by the Englith officer condudting the prifoners. _ 


Article 
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Article VI. 


An officer fhall be left asa hoftage, till the-return 
of the detachment fent to efcort the troops of ‘his Bri- — 
tannic Majefty. 

Article VII. 


-All the fick and wounded, who fhall be found un- 
able to be tranfported to Fort Edward, fhall remain 
under the protection of the Marquis de Montcalm, 
who will take the neceflary care of them, and will, 
fend them back to their garrifon as foon as they are 
cured. 


| ‘Article VII. | 

No more provifions fhall-be taken for the fubfittertat: 
of his Britannic Majgfty’s troops, than what ageduiiei-. 
ent for to-day and to-morrow. ore 


Article IX. 


The Marquis de Montcalm, defirous of fhewing to 
Lieutenant Colonel Monro, and his garrifon, marks of | 
his efteem, on account of their honourable defence, 
_ grants them a fix-pounder, 

Done in the trenches: under Fort William 

Henry, the oth of Auguft 1757, at noon. 


Granted in the name of his moft Chriftian Majefty, 
according to the powers vefted in me by the Marquis 
of Vandreuil, Govetnor and Lieutenant General for 
the King in New France. 

The Baglith did not defend themfelves quite fo well 
at this place as at Ofwego’; we opened the trenches 
the 4th of this month, and, as you fee, they furrender- 
ed on the gth at. noon. . Their lofs confifted of 150 
men, fix of which were officers of diftinction. . Their 
garrifon confifted of zo00 men, and they were in want 
neither of artillery nor provifions of any kinds. Ne- 
verthelefs, this conqueft has only coft us 25 men ; to 
wit, fourteen favages, fix Canadians, and five foldiers ; 
and we hed about as many wounded. I! believe we 
fhall undertake no other enterprife this campaign. 


Pod. i 


‘@ 
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We fubjoin bere an account, for the explanation of the be- 
inning of the war, which ought to have been inferted 
a but which we have but lately found. 

Account of Fort Duquefne, fituated in 40 degrees 30 
minutes latitude, upon the confluence of the rivers 
Malanqué and Ohio. 
About the year 1750, the Englifh built a kind of 

fort near the river Malanqué, at. miles diftance 

from Quebec, where that river then difcharged itfelf 
in the Ohio. Some victuallers came to the laft-men- 
tioned river, and built huts upon the borders of it, fur 
the convenience of their trade. Information was re- 
ceived of this at Quebec, and, as it is neceflary to go 
down the Ohio to reach. the Mjgsfippi, it was feared 
that this eftablidhment might Tygitfter become confi- 
derable enough to intercept the communication be~ 
tween thefe two colonies¥eto prevent which, it was 

refolved alfo to eftablith a'fértification there. In 17§2, 

a detachment of Canadians and favages was fent out, 

who having found the vittuallers upon the Ohio, 

brought them away prifoners to Quebec. Some mili- 

tia and other troops were immediately raifed, who went 

in the fpring of the year 1753 to that fame river. 

They built there a fort, upon the confluence of the ri+ 

vers Ohio and Malanqué, compofed of four baftions, 

one of which bears upon the angle of the rivers. 

That part of it which is towards the water is only pa- 

lifaded ; but that towards land is made into a kind of 

terrace, fupported upon a frame of wood. The whole 
of it confifts of twenty-fix toifes, from: one fide to the 
other, and this is what is called fort Duquefne; a name 
which it derives from the Captain of the fhip who 

commanded then in that colony. ° 
When this fettlement was completed, an Officer 

with a detachment of fifteen men was fent to fummon 

the Englifh to abandon the fort which they had built 
upon our territory ; this claim was founded upon our 
being in poffeffion of all that country, as far as the 
mountains which feparate us from New England. The 
only anfwer given to this Officer, was a difcharge of 
mufketry, by which he, with fome of his men, was 
killed, and the reft taken prifoners. A detachment 
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of 250 men, confifting of militia and favages, was inx 
mediately fent, who. Rapes ee the fort, and obliged 
it to capitulate. The garrifon confifted of 400 men, 
The Enghith obliged themfélves, by the capitulation, to 
quit that eftablifhment, and acknowledged, that the only 
reafon of their being attacked, was to revenge the 
death of the I'rench they had affaffinated at the gates 
of their fort the preceding year. It was agreed that 
two Captains fhowld remain as hoftages “till the return 
of the prifoners, whom the Englifh had fent to Vir- 
ginia, and whom they promifed to return within two 
months: in confequence of this promife, they were 
fuffered to depart without moleftation, and the two 
hoftages were feng Quebec, where they ftill re- 
main. ced |: - s 

During the winter of 17.84 Information was. receiv- 
ed, that the Englith werésgigking great preparations, 
in order to deftroy Fort Diquefne. Upon thj intelli- 
gence, the militia of the ftrait, and theifort 6 Mich- 
ilimakinac, as well as the favages of the environs, 
were ordered to march; fome troops were alfo de- 
tached from Quebec: this made all together 1,200 
men, as well favages cs Canadians; there ftill re- 
“mained fome at the paffage of the river 4ux beufs, 
who .have not been able totake any part in this ac- 
tion.. 

_According to people who have fome knowledge of 
the country, it is pretended, that, to preferve this poft, 
a more confiderable eftablifhment fhould be made there, 
and be put in a condition to be able to wait for fuc- 
cours, which muft neceffarily be a long while before 
they can arrive, cither from the ftrait or from Niagara, 
which are, the nearcft pofts. 








= Engagement of the oid of Fuly, 1758. 


Informajion was received at Fort Duquefne, that the 
Engiith were fet out to come and take it by furprize ; 
the Commandant immediately formed a detachment 
of 250 French and 650 favages, to go and meet the 


enemy. 
This 


rd 
a 
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This party began their march the gth, at eight 
o’clock in the morning, and-at noon they found them- 
felves within figbt of the Enghfh, who were likewife 
at no greater diftance than three leagues frem the 
fort. ‘Ihe engagement began immediately :: the. fire 
of the enemy’s artillery obliged owr people's “yetrea 
twice. Ms"de Beaupreau, Coninandant wad'hilled at. 
the third firing. . Dumas fucceeded him, and did 

me duty perfectly well. Our Frenchmen, fupported by 

te favages, obliged the Englith te give way, though 

‘had no artillery ; the enemy began a retreating 
fizht, but finding that the ardour of our people, fat 
from diminifhing, was, on the contrary, increafing, be- 
ing emboldened by fuccefs, theywere obliged to give 
way, aftgy. four hours of very atone firing. M. Dumas, 
who had’otily a few Frenchmen left with him, would. 
not engage in the purfuit of the enemy, he thought it 
more prudent to return tothe fort; but the next day 
he intrufted this expedition to the favages of the ftrait, 
and thofe of Michilimakinac. We therefore remained 
mafters of the field of battle. 

It is computed that the enemy’s fofs amounts to 1,50a¢ 
men, a hundred oxen, about’ 400 horfes, their ftand- 
ards, military cheft, artillery, &c. 

On our part, we have only loft three officers, five fol-- 
diers, and fifteen favages ; and we have about twenty 
wounded. 

The rgth of Auguft we heard that M. Diefkau, Bri- 
gadier of the army, fent to command the troops 
which came over in the fquadron of M. Dubois 
de la Motte, was upon his march at the head of the 
battalions of Ja Reine and Bearn, in order to relieve 
Fort Frederic, upon the river St. Laurence. ~ 

The zeal was fo great among the inhabitants of Mon-- 
tréal, that neither age, nor condition, nor any reafon: 
whatfoever, has appeared fufficient to difpenfe them. 
from following the Commandant. © 
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ary of what paffed during the appearance and 

he Englifh fleet, commanded 2 Admiral 

Hawh¥ "on the coafts of Aunix an ‘Paintonge, 

"from the aoth of September to the 2d of Odober, 
4757- | 


N Tuefday the 2oth of September 1757, the 
drums beat the General at Rochefort, at nine 
o'clock in the evening, on the appearance of the Eng- 
lith fleet in the Channel. The Prudent and the. Capri- 
¢ieux, commanded by Meffrs. Defgoutte and le Filliere 
the elder, Captains of fhips, were at that tffiife in the 
harbour ; they tried to get into the river, and fuc- 
ceeded. 

On Wednefday the arft, at fix o’clock in the even- 
ing, the drums beat another General, to give notice 
that the fquadron was advancing ; that it confifted of 
eighteen * large fhips, three frigates, fifty-eight vef- 
tele, two bomb-ketches, and two fire-fhips. 

On Thurfday the 2ad, this formidable fleet was 
feen coming in, towards half-an-hour after fix in the 
evening, near Fouras. The ifland of Aix concealed 
it, fo that the firft fhip was only ten toifes diftant from 
the landing place. M. du Pin de Belugard, Captain 
of a fhip, who commanded in the fort of Fouras, was 
at that time employed in making the platforms, four or 
five of which were not yet finithed ; there were only.. 
there, at that time, 150 men detached from the Tegr 
ment of Bearn, with as many from the regiment of 
Bigorre, and Yoo men to guard the coafts. Lieute- 
nant Colone] Rouergue commanded the troops which 
were within the fort. 

On Friday the 23d, M. de Langeron, Lieutenant 
General, arrived at the fort at fix o’clock in the morn- 
ing. He collcéted the few troops of marines, and 
Swifs,. which compofed a battalion of 800 men, com- 

manded 


* There were 18 thips, 4 frigates, 2 bombeketches, a fires 
fhipr, and 8> transports. ‘ . 
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manded by M, du Poyet, Captain of a fhip, who was 
encamped at ners the morning, a little 
wood, fituated between Fert Fouras and the redoubt 
of Vergeroux, was reconnoitred. It was entrenched 
on the ae day with rao expedition. In the 
morning, eleven of the. largéff*ffips were in the road, 
at the place where our fhips ufually anchor. At half 
an Wgtir paft twelve o'clock at noon, the Magnanime, 
one of their fhips, ran aground upon a rock which 
faces the battery of the Ifle of Aix ; two other fhips 
alfo drew as near as they could, and the firing from 
the Magnanime was fo ficice, that the battery of 16 

uns, couimanded by M. de la Boucherie Fromenteau, 
Veutenant of artillery, was entirely deftroyed, and the 
“ganners, who could not ftand the langrage-fhot, fell 
flat upon the ground, and M. de la Boucherie could 
not make them get up again. In the ation there was. 
one gunner killed, and feven or eight wounded. M. 
de Puibernier, Sub-Lieutenant of a fhip, was wounded 
in the thigh by a mufket fhot, and bruifed in the face. 
An Officer of militia, who commanded in the fort, 
ftruck the flag; others affrm, that it was knocked 
down by a cannon-fhot, which carried away the faf- 
tening. However that may be, the attack and the re- 
duction of the fort lafted only three quarters of an 
hour*. At feve-o’clock in the evening, the Royal 
regiment of dragoons went to Fouras. Our fears were 

reat, and with reafon, that they would not attack 
ae but that they would enter the river, where 
the defence was not yet prepared. If they had done 
this, we fhould have been ruined without refource, 
and the: port of Rochefort would have been no 
more. 

They were not more enterprizing on Saturday the 
24th, and our fears ftill increafed, which were carried 
to the utmoft on Sunday the 25th, becaufe the fleet 
altered their pofition ; the largeft fhips, to the number 
of nae remaiaea at anchor at the ifland of Aix, and 
the remaindef of the fleet ranged themfelves upon a 
line before the Platin dAngoulin ; it was faid, that in 






* Ic lafted an hour and a quarter, 


this pofition the largeft fhips would attack the fort of 
Fouras, and of the tandpladame, that the others. 
would feize upon the entrafice of the river, and that 
thofe who were before the Platin, would difpofe their 
troops for landing upotetigeir floops and flat-bottomed 
boats, and ould roni:'thence fet off to enter the 
river, and make their déicent at the Platin ; that they: 
would form themfelves there, that part being onl He- 
fended by the regiments of Bearn aad of Bizorre, which, 
though incomplete, had yet furnifhed three hundred 
men, all of them commanded by M. Rouffiac: In a 
word, they have attempted nothing, and we Owe our 
falvation only to their maction, and to Providence. 
The fleet continued in the fame pofition till its de~ 
parture. | ce - 

Fhe 26th, 27th, and 28th, on which were the 
lrigheft tides, the weather being favourable, feveral of 
their floops were employed in (eGnding the coaft; but 
our forts obliged them to retire, when they got with- 
in cannon fhot ; at that time we had about eizht thou- 
fand men upon our coatts ; iat three thoufand at 
Angoulin, commanded by M. de Rouffiac ; two thou- 
fand at Fouras, by M. de Langeron; and three thou- 
fand in the Saintonge, front the extent of the Ifle Ma- 
dame to Soubife; without reckoning what troops. 
there might be at Oleron, and towérds Brouage and 
Marenes: thefe laft were commanded by M. de Sur- 

eres. We were,then in tolerable good order at 
ochefort ; there were upon our ramparts fixty-two 
pieces of cannon, from eight to thirty-fix pounders. 

On Thurfday the 29th, a bomb-ketch drew as near 
as it could to e ouras, and flung five bombs in it, which 
fell at more than too toifes irom the fort. Our two. 
armed floops, which were ina hitle creek of Fouras, 
commanded by Meffrs. Beautnanoir and Feron, Sub- 
Lieutenants of fhips of the port of Breft, advanced, 
and fired feveral of their 24 poundegy,. 1 
reached the bomb-ketch. Upon a figéidhe made, 2: 
frigate and feveral floops were detached, which took 
her in tow; fhe was already got near the coaft. Others. 
fay that they only accompanied her. . 

n 
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the 30th, every thing remained quiet and 
MeMMfition, except the ships of war, which 
:fueemed of the ifland of Aix, and joined all 
cw ad fill continued in a line before the 






Platin d’ Angoulin ; and it. yas-perceived, that they-:? 


fuffered themfelves*to be driven by the ebb-tide tnto 
the road of Chef de Baye: feveral {mall veffels, which 
had remained in- the road of the Ifle of Atx, executed 
the fame manceuvre, fo that the road was cleared of 
every Ship. Towards the evening it was perceived 
that a frigate was returning in full fail; fhe remained 
fome time acrofs the Ifle ot Aix. 

The tft of Otober, they fet fail with a fair wind 
at N. E. at a time when there. was the Jefs reafon to 
believe they would ; and in the courfe of the morning 
d@epppeared entirely, 
~On Sunday the 22d of the fame month, in the morn- 
ing, the camp was partly raifed, and our mares, as 
well as the Swifs, returned to Rochefort. 

Tt is not known what route the fquadron has 
taken, it 1s however very certain that it has difap- 
ared. oo | 

It is probable that the King’s houfehold troops, 
who had begun their march on the 29th, will 1eceive 
orders on their way, not to return, but to halt. 





Treatment of the garrifon, and the inbabitants of the 
ifland of Aix, by the Englifb Generals. 


The garrifon was made prifoners of war; the reg 


ment of militia, the gunners, and failors, were put on 


board the Englifh fleet, as well as the 50 maions which 
were in the ifland for the King’s works; which amount 
in all to 500 men. | 

The Officers of artillery, and Bombardiers, were fet 
at liberty upon their parole, aad cannot ferve any more 
during this war. 

The fortifications have been razed by the mines that 


were {prang for that purpofe, in which they loft five . 


of thei#’men. 


aa 
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‘Two. culverines, and feveral mortars, as 
the clock of the fort, and that of thggnae 
been embarked in their fhips; and they 
trunnions of the cannon that they left behtfid them. 

' -The provifions which were found it the ifland be- 
longing to the King, were ae to the inhabitants by 
the enemy, to indemnity them for their loffes, upon 

condition that they fhould not be taken from them af- 

ter their departure. | 

They have alfo given 2000 livres* to be diftributed 
among the faid inhabitants, in confideration of the da- 
mages they may have fuftained. 

A failor who attempted to ravifh a woman of the 
ifland, was prevented by feveral English Officers ;. phe 
had him punifhed on board their fhip, and made@B:n8 | 
purfe between them of 50 crowns ¢, which they feet: 
to the woman, to indemnify her for the riot, the bru- 
tality of the failor had occafioned in her houfe. 

The following is the ftate of the port when the 
Englifh came there, Py which one may judge of the 
joffes our navy would have fuftained. 










* Above fourfcore pounds fterling, 
f Near fix guineas, 
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Ships fitted out at the port of Rochefort, at the end of 
1756 and in 17957. tint! 
Names o Ships. Guas. Commanders. Deftination. 
Le Duc de Bourgogne 80 M. Aubigny, Com- AtLouifbourgh, 
modore. 


Le Gloriewee - 974 M. de Chavagne, AtLouifbourghy 
: Captain of a fhip. | 
Le Floriffant + 74 M. de Maureville, Still in the port, 


ditto. without arms 
; or crew. 
Le Prudent - 94 The Marquis Def- In her road to 
goutter, ditto. Brett, and it is 
faid fhe is to 
join M.de Con- 
flans’s fleet. 
Le Fufe = + Go The Chevalier de At Breit, and is 
Macnemara, part of Mz 
de Conflans’s 
_  fquadron. | 
Le Dauphin Royal +f M. Durtubie, At Louifbourgh. 
Le Hardi ~ 4 M. de la Touche le At Martinico, & 
Vaner, Captain, at St. Domingo 
L'Inflexible -* 64 M.de Tilly, ditto, AtLouifbourgh, 
dead, belonging to. 
the fguadron- 
of M. Beau- 
. fremont. 
Le Capricieux - 64 M.delaFilure, do. Inthe Road to 
~  Breft. 
L'Eveillé - - 64 M. de la Merville, AtLouifbourgh. 
. ditto, 
Le Ratfennable = 64 The Chevalier de Not yet launche- 
Kohan, , ed, but equip- 
ped. 
D’Aigle - |= \§0 _—-— = At Brett. 


L’Aluin - - $50 
LeWarwie - 50 M. Duchaffault,  Breft. 
Captain. 
UPON THE STOCKS. 
Names cf Skips. Guns. 
L'Impétueux - 90 The frame and keel made, but not 
yet mounted. 
La Bellixe 30 Three quarters made, but fill on 
the ftockr, and without workmen. 
L’Orion + - 94 ‘Thefe are not yet begun, they are 
L’Afironome 70 ‘only ordered, and the plans of 
Unkucevn 64 them made. -. 
The Frigate la Re- 
wehbe = = 40 
Names 


s 
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Names of Ships. Guns.  Commaaders. Deftination. 
L’ Hermione - 26 M. Du Bos, Liecute- 
nant of a fhip, — 
IMAtalante - - 34 M. de Lizardais, At Cayenne, 
Captain, and afterwards 
at Martinico. 


Le Zépbir - 30 M. de Beauchefne, 


2 


ditto. 
La Diane + - 340 — = Not yet fitted 
out, but intend- 
. ed to be fo. 
La Fidelle - 26 M. de Vaudreuil, 
) Lieutenant. 
La Feipesne  - 24 M. Bofcal de Real, Upoma cruize. 
' ditto. | 
Lu Faleur - 20 . 
La Hyacisthe -  - M. Garnur, Captain Fitted out for 
. of a fire-fhip.”"' an unknown 
deftination.. 
P I N K S. 
L'Oxtarde * 16 M. Pingneft, At St. Domine | 
go. 
La Fortune - M. Riouffe, Port- At Cape Bre- '; 
lieutenant. ton. Ro 
Ee Rhiasceros — On an unknown 
; expedition. 
Le Me ffager - ope ad In England, a: 
parliamentary — 
thip 


FLAT-BOTTOMED BOATS, oa COASTING VESSELS. 


La Cheve. 
La Catlle. 3 
La Perdrix. 
La Pie. 


PISHING BOATS. 
Le Cormorand, Commanded by M. Soulard, Officer in the Iadia 
; — Service. 
Le St. Feas. 
CARCASS 8LOOPS. 
L’ Axguille, M. Feron, Sub-lieutenant, | 


L’Avexture, M.Beaumanoir, ditto. 
~ State 
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State of the troops that are to go into the country of 
: Aunis. 


Regiments. Battalions,  Placet where Depar- Arrived at la 
| they are. ture. Rechelle, 
French Guards, 2 Paris 29 Sept. 12, Otober 


Ditto, 2 Paris 2 O€. 2, oe 
Swifs Guards, 2 Paris 3 Of. : a 
Limoufin, 2 Caen 29 Sept. “13° 
Royal Vaiffeaux, 2 . Valogne 29 Sept. 15 
Languedoc, 4 fquadrons St. Lo a2 Oc. «© 19 
Bouillon, 2, battalions Mczieres 28 Sept. 19 






Body Guards, _ Bee. Verfailles 3@ Sept. 22 
Moufquetaires, ——— °:*mm Paris a & 4 Oc. 23 & 25 
Light end Heavy 
Horfe, — we  Verfailles 5 O&. 26 
Horfe Grenadiers, Troyes § Ott, 27 


N° XI. 
| Letter from an Intendant to a Mafter of Requefis. 


AC is loft, my dear friend; the Intendants are 
difgraced, the Mafters of Requefts are lefs than 
nothing ; all emulation to get forward by money is at 
an end: a nurfery of great men is extinguuhed. Ina 
word, the Secretaries of State are taken from every 
-fituation where able men are expected to be met with : 
high birth, and great dignities, will now only, faurnifh 
an additional claim for afpiring to thefe offices. How 
will the State be able to fubfift? A noviciate, and 
asia rife, will be required in every condition. 
ormerly, a man bought a place of Mafter of Re- 
quelts ; he attended the bufinefs, and made his report 
to the Council; if- he difplayed any talents for elo- 
‘quence, he was made an Varcadaae and in that poft 
the Statefman began. A Prime Minifter, or rather a 
Monarch in his province, he accuftomed himfelf to the 
charms of arbitrary power, he hardened himfelf to re-’ 
fufals; by degrees, a man ufed to raife hinfelf ere 
eo the 
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the prejudices of a citizen, and, after having eftablith- 
ed roads, raifed and pulled down gates of towns, and 
gone through fome provinces, he returned a complete 

tatefman, of univerfal knowledge ; fufficiently fkilled 
in war to hazard the project of a campaign, and dif- 
claim a General ;---in naval affairs, to contradict an 
Officer, and truft:to a Clerk ;—-in finances, to exact 
new ipotts ;---in foreign affairs, to know and enter- 
tain :;Adhbafladors. Frequently, even ‘the fame man, 
equally fit for all thefe feveral employments, was feen 
to pafs rapidly from one to the other, and to fill them 
with the Rae eafe, and fimilar fuegefs. 

Every thing is changed, my‘délir friend ; the affairs 
of war will be intrufted to the thanagement of a man 
grown old in the fervice ; he will be impowered to re- 
ward in others, the fame kind of fervices he has ren- 
dered in his time ; if it were only from motives of va- 
rity, he will not fail to efteem them. 

As for foreign affairs, with rank and merit, and 
without any other apprenticefhip than an embaffy to 
the neighbouring Courts---after having been a few 
years acquainted with the fecrets of the State, and with 
negotiations-~-a man will be enabled to influence the © 
deftiny of Europe. The only thing neceffary will be, 
te take from the navy fome one of thofe old warriors, 
that he may declare in the Council, with an air of 
authority, that fleet which you fend out is not half 
equipped—-thofe colonies you talk of, I have feen--- 
that Officer who is accufed, or neglected, has fought 
by my fide--that Commiffary is an infolent fellow---, 
this Clerk is a rafcal. You cannot but be convinced, 
iny dear friend, of all the confufion which fuch an ar- 
rangement will produce. Every Minifter promoted, 
through the means of his profeffion, will bring into his 
department the {pirit of his corps, and his attachment 
to it ;---whereas we, who are totally unconnected, 
ever unbiafled and ever indifferent, cannot be fufpeét- 
ed of plage : 

If all great aétions are to be rewarded, they wil] be- 
come ruinous ; and the King, who was ferved for no- 
thing, will not be rich enough to pay for all the 
limbs that are loft in his fervice. The fuppreffion of 

urvivorfhips 
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furvivorships will alfo be the effect of the continuation 
of this fyftem. ‘The cares and abilities of fathers will 
then become ufelefs to their children; they will be 
obliged to follow the fame fteps, pafs through the 
fame gradations, and acquire the fame talents. What 
a lofs of time !---It is evident, that the brilliancy .of 
the Court can only be maintained by traffic ;---if every 
thing is to be done by juftice, who will pay for in- 
fluence? The Duchefs of will lofe a hundred 
thoufand crowns* per annum, and her friends in pro- 
portion. Add to all thefe evils, the pride and haugh- 
tinefs of that Nobility which we took care to mortify, 
and did not want fer opportunities. Who for the fu- 
ture will wafte their time in our anti-chambers, or 
cringe to our Clerks ? If the Intendant’s wife will vifit 
Ladies, fhe muft be extremely complaifant ; if the be 
but pretty, the will have none but admirers. As for 
us, what profpect have we? To what purpofe fhould 
we fifh‘out the ftrength or weaknefs of a province ? 
to what end give the moft aba account of it; re- 
port the country 1 pa lands fertile---trade 
flourifhing : increafe taxes, you will increafe induftry ? 
All this care will lead to cert but to continue In- 
tendants of Juftice, Police, and Finance, till we grow 
old. Tobe called Monfeigneur in our province, and 
fearcely Monfieur at Court: and yet, notwithftanding 
this high ftile, make but the leaft innovation, even for 
the pleafanteft of your companions, or the moft ufeful 
of your friends,.an outcry is made: you iumprifon,--- 
_ the Commandant interferes ; you write,---he gets the 
better; you iffue an ordinance,---the Parliament can- 
cels it; you apply for letters dle cachet,-—your party is 
no longer in place-—-nobody attends to you. My friend, 
you are happy, believe me; you have learned to ride 
and to fence, inftead of ftudying law. You are young, 
and we are at war. As for me, who never fuppofed 
‘I fhould have more occefion fér law than for fencing, 
T have ftudied neither the one nor the other; for 
which reafon I am going, like a wife man, a philofo- 
pher, or, if you pleafe, a difappointed man, to retire - 
to 





* Twelve thoufand five hundred pounds. 


to my caftle ; luckily, while my reign lafted, I made 
a handfome road to it. The bridge was notin a ling 
with the avenue; I built another in a much finer 
ftile : my profpect was ‘confined by a private howfe.z 
I pulled it down ; I cut through a hill, and blew up a 
rock: ten ora dozen men were killed in this mine at 
thebottom of my garden; I.had compaffion ‘on their 
wives and children, and put them in the hofpital. IJ 
am ftill in want of fome ground to make my park cir- 
cular ; this I fhall have credit enough to get adjudged 
in my favour; it is the leaft they can do for an In- 
‘tendant, who is on the point of retiring. I advife you 
to fell your place immediately, if you can find any 
fool to buy it. Get your camp equipage, and be one 
of the firft in the field; courage and patience will one 
day or another bring you to that honour and glory 

6u thirft after, if honour and glory are worth thirft- 
ing after, when they cannot be:got without deferving 
them. . a 
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